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BOOK I. 



CHARLES V. was bom at Ghent on the twenty- Book L 
fourth day of February, in the year one thoufand five Birth or 
hundred. His father, Philip the Handfome, Archduke Charlci V* 
of Auftria, was the fon of the Emperor Maximilian, and of 
Mary, the only chiFd of Qiarlcs the Bold, the laft prince of the 
houfe of Burgundy. His mother, Joanna, was the fecond 
daughter of Ferdinand and Ifabella, king and queen of Caftiltr 
andAragon. 

A LONG train of fortunate events had opened the way for His Jomi- 
this young prince to the inheritance of more extenfive ilcmi*- events by 

^y 'rr T^ '• which he ac- 

Vol. n. B »ii«>»S» quired them. 
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Book I. nions, than any European monarch, fince Charles the Great, 
^, . .-^v- " — '^ had poflefled. Each of his anceflors had acquired kingdoms or 
provinces, towards which their profpe£t of /ucceflion was 
extremely remote. The rich pofleflions of Mary of Burgundy 
were dcftincd for another family, fhe having been contradled by 
her father to the only fon of Lewis XL of France ; but that 
capricious monarch, indulging his hatred to her family, chofe 
rather to ftrip her of part of her territories by force, than to 
fecure the whole by marriage ; and by this mifcondudl, fatal to 
!iis pofterity, threw all the Netherlands and Franche Comte into 
the hands of a rival. Ifabella, the daughter of John IL of 
Caftile, far from having any profpedl of that noble inheritance 
which fhe tranfmitted to her grandfon, pafled the early part of 
her life in obfcurity and indigence; but the Caflilians, exafpe- 
ratcd againft her brother Henry IV. an ill-advifed and vicious 
prince, publickly charged him with impotence, and his queen 
with adultery; and, upon his demife, rejecting Joanna, whom 
the king had uniformly, and even on his death-bed, owned to 
be his lawful daughter, and whom an aflembly of the flates had 
acknowledged to be the heir of his kingddm,' they obliged her 
to retire into Portugal, and placed Ifabella on the throne of 
Caftile. Ferdinand owed the crown of Aragon to the unex- 
pected death of his elder brother, and acquired the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily by violating the faith of treaties, and difre- 
garding the ties of blood. To all thefe kingdoms, Ghriftopher 
Columbus, by an effort of genius and of intrepidity, the boldefl 
;;-tad mofi fuccefsful that is recorded in the annals of mankind, 
•*% ac{^d '"Svncw world, the wealth of which was one confiderable 
..;;.fi^uit^;jbf the power and grandeur of the Spanifli monarchs. 

n'^n? ami.. ."BpOT ToHN, the Only fon of Ferdinand and Ifabella, and theLc 

Joanna, Stt.* ...••., \ ^ ^ 

father aJiJ;* • <jl(J^' daughter, the queen of Portugal, being cut pfF in the 

jjiin; •• flower 
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flower of youth, all their hopes centered ir\ Joanna and her BoOK L 

pofterity. But as her hufband, the Archduke, was a ftranger to ^ v— ■>> 

the Spaniards, it was thought expedient to invite him into 
Spain, that by refiding among them, he might accuftom him- 
felf to their laws and manners ; and it was expedted that the 
Cortes, or aflembly of ftates, whofe authority was tlien fo great 
in Spain, that no title to the crown was reckoned valid unlefs it 
received their fandtion, would acknowleclge his right of fuccef- 
fion, together with that of the Infanta, his wife. Philip and 
Joanna, pafling through France in their way to Spain, were 150a; 
entertained in that kingdom with the utmoft magnificence. 
The Archduke did homage to Lewis XIL foi* the earldom of 
Flanders, and took his feat as a peer of the realm in the parlia- 
ment of Paris. They were received in Spain with every mark 
of honour that the parental afFedion of Ferdinand and Ifabella, 
or the refpedl of their fubjeSs, could devife; and their title to 
the crown was foon after acknowledged by the Cortes of both 
kingdoms. 

But amidft thefe outward appearances of fatisfaftion and joy, Ferdinand 
fome fecret uneafinefs preyed upon the mind of each of thefe Philip's 
princes. The ftately and referved ceremonial of the Spanilli 
court, was fo burdenfome to Philip, a prince young, gay, affable, 
fond of fociety and of pleafure, that he foon began tcJ exprefs a 
defire of returning to his native country, the manners of which 
were more fuited to his temper. Ferdinand, obferving the declin-' 
ing health of his queen, with whofe life his right to the govern- 
ment of Caftile muft ceafe, eafily forefaw, that a prince of 
Philip's difpofition, and who already difcovered an extreme 
impatience to reign, would never confent to his retaining any 
degree of authority in that kingdom ; and the profpe£l of this^ 

B 2 diminutioix 



4 THE REIGN OF THE 

Book L diminution of his power, awakened the jcaloufy of that ambi- 
' tious monarch. 

fid^lic! wil' Isabella beheld, with the fentiments natural to a mother, 
rffpcaiohini the indifference and negledt with which the Archduke treated 

and her ° , 

dtughicf. her daughter^ who was deftitute of all thofe beauties of perfonV 
and all thofe accomplifliments of mind, which fix the aflFoSiionA 
of an hi^an4 Her underftanding, always weak, was often 
difordered. She doated on Philip with fuch an excefa of ohildifh 
and impertinent fondnefs, as excited difguft rather than affedtion. 
Her jealoufy, for which her huflband^s behaviour gave her tea 
much caufe, was proportioned to her love, and often broke out 
in the moft extravagant adHons. IfabeOa^ though fenfible of 
her defe£l8> could not help pitying her condition, which was: 
foon rendered altogether deplorable, by the archduke'd abrupt 
reiblution of fctting out in the middle of winter for Plaiiddrs> 
and of leaving her in Spain. Ifabella intreated him not to abaii-» 
don his wife to grief and melancholy, which might prove fatal 
to her, as fhe was near the time of her delivery. Joanna con- 
jured him to put off his journey for three days only, that fhe 
might have the pleafure of celebrating the feftival of Chriftmaa 
in' his company. Ferdinandj after reprefenting the imprudence 
of his leaving Spain, before he had time to become acquainted 
with the genius, or to gain the affedions of the people who 
were one day to be his fubjeds, befought him, at leaft, not topaf^ 
through France, with which kingdom he was then at open war.. 
Philip, without regarding either the didates of humanity, or 
the maxims of prudence, perfifted in his purpofe, and on the 
twenty-fecond of December fet out for the Low Countrie6,by the 
way of France ». 

> Petri Martyris Anglerii Epiftolse, 250* 253. 

9 From 
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FnoM the moment of his departure, Joanna funk into a deep Book L 

and fuUen melancholy^, and while fhe was iti that fituation bore ^'■*'"'' ' 

Ferdinand her fecond fon, for whom the power of his brother Joanna's 
Charles afterwards procured the kingdoms of Hungary and B?rih*ofFcr- 
Bohemia, and to whom he at laft franfmltted the Imperial <^>nand, after. 

^ wards Em- 

fceptre^ Joanna was the only perfon in Spain who difcoveredr pc^or. 
no joy at the bitth of this prince. Infenfible to that, as well aa 
to every othei? pleafure, (he was wholly occupied with the 
thoughts of returning to her hufbarid ; nor did fhe, in any degree, 
recover tranquillity of mind, till fhe arrived at Bruffels next 
ycar% iso4^ 

Philip, in paffing through France, had an interview with 
Lewis XII. and figned a treaty with him, by which hfe hoped 
that all the differences between France and Spain would he finally 
terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe affairs, at that time, Were 
extremely profperous in Italy, whete the fuperiof geniui of 
Gonialvo de Cordova, the great captain, triumphed on every 
occafidn over the arms of France, did not pay the leafl regard 
to what his fdn-in-kw had concluded, and carried on hoflilities. 
with greatei' ardour than ever. 

From this time Philip feems not to have taken any part in Death of 
the affairs of Spain, waiting in quiet, till the death either of 
Ferdinand or of Ifabella fhould open the way to one of their 
thrones. The latter of thefe events was not far diflant. The 
untimely death of her children had made a deep impreffioa 
on the mind of Ifabella, and as fhe could derive but little, con- 
fdlation for the lofTes fhe had fuflained either frotu her daughter 
Joanna, whofe infirmities daily increafed, or from her fon-in- 

• Id. Epifti 255. 

* Marnma, Hb; 27. c. i r i 14; Flecbier Vie de Xhnen. i ; 1 9 1 • 
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Book !• I^iw, who no longer preferved even the appearance of a decent re-- 
' —^ fpcdt towards tliat unhappy princefs, her fpirits and heahh began 
gradiuilly to decline, and after languifhing fome months, flie 
died at Medina del Campo on the twenty-fixth of November, 
one thoufand five hundred and four. She waj* no lefs. eminent 
for virtue, than for wifdom; and whether we confider her. 
behaviour as a queen^ as a wife, or as a mother, fhe is juilly 
entitled to the high encomiums bellowed on her by the Spaniflx 
hiftorians ^ 

Her will, ap. A FEW weeks before her death, flie made her laft will, and 
dinand regent being fenfible of Joanna's incapacity to aflumc the reins of govern- 
ment into her own hands, and having no inclination to commit 
them toPhilip, with whofecondudt fhe was extremely diflatisfied, 
fhc appointed Ferdinand regent or adminiftrator of the affairs: 
of Caftile till her grandfon Charles attained the age of twenty ;• 
fhe bequeathed to him likewife one half bf the revenues that 
fhould arife from the Indies, together with the grand mafterfhipa 
of the three military orders ; dignities, that rendered thofe who 
poflTefTed them almoft independent, and which Ifabella had, for 
that reafon, annexed to the crown \ But before fhe figned a deed 
fo favourable to Ferdinand, fhe obliged him to fwear that he 
would noti by a fecond marriage, or by any other means, endea- 
vour to deprive Joanna or her poflerity of their right of fucceffioa 
to any of his kingdoms \ 

Immediately upon the queen's death, Ferdinand refigned 
the tide of king of Caflile, and commanded Joanna and Philip 
to be publickly proclaimed the fbvereigns of that kingdom. But^ 

^ P. Mart* Ep. 279. e P. Martyr. Ep. 277. Mar. Hift. lib. 28* c. 1 1. Ferrcws 

IIUU Gener. d' Efpagne, toxo« viii. 26 j[. ^ Mar. Hift lib. 28.. c. 14. 
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St the fame time, he aflumed the charafter of Regent, in confe- Book I. 
tjuence of Ifabella's teftament, and not long after he prevailed p7^j jj^^^d Tc- 
on the Cortes of Caftile to acknowledge his right to that office, knowlcdgcd 
This, however, he did not procure without difficulty, nor with- the Concs^ 
out difcovering fuch fymptoms of alienation and difguft among "S^S* 
the Caftilians as filled him with great uneafinefs. The union JJktf^!*^ 
of Caftile and Aragon, for almoft thirty years, had not fo * 
entirely extirpated the ancient and hereditary enmity which 
fubfifted between the natives of thefe kingdoms, that the Cafti-^ 
lian pride could fubmit^ without murmuring, to the government 
of a king of Aragon. Ferdinand's own charadler, with which 
the Caftilians were well acquainted, was far from rendering his 
authority defirable. Sufpicious, difcerning, fevere and parfi- 
monious, he was accuftomed to obferve the moft minute adtions of 
his fubjedts with a jealous attention, and to reward their higheft 
fervices with little liberality ; and they were now deprived of 
Ifabclla, whofe gentle qualities, and partiality to her Caftilian 
fubjedts, often tempered his aufterity, or rendered it tolerable. 
The maxima of his government were efpecially odious to the 
Grandees; for that artful prince, fenfible of the dangerous 
privileges conferred upon them by the Feudal inftitutions, had 
endeavoured, by extending the royal jurifdidion, by proteding 
their injured vaflals, byincrcafing the immunities of cities, and 
by other meafures equally prudent, to curb their exorbitant power ^ 
From all thefe caufes, a formidable party among the Caftilians 
united againft Ferdinand, and though thofe who compofed it, had 
not hitherto taken any publick ftep in oppofition to him, he 
plainly faw that upon the leaft encouragement from their new 
kiog tbey would proceed to the moft violent extremities. 

B.Marian, lib, 28. c, 12* 

Noa 
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Philip endsgr 
voors to ob- 
tain the go* 
vcrnmcot of 
CaAile. 



Book I. Nor was there lefs agitation in the Netherlands upon receiving 
the accounts of Ifabella's death, and of Ferdinand's having 
aflumed the government of Caftile. Philip was not of a tern* 
per tamely to fuffer himfelf to be fupplanted by the unnatural 
ambition of his father-in-law. If Joanna's infirmities, and the 
nonage of Charles rendered them incapable of government, he, 
as a hufband, was the proper guardian of his wife, and as a 
father, the natural tutor of his fon. Nor was it fuflScient to 
oppofe to thefe juft rights, and to the inclination of the peojJe 
of Caftile, the authority of a teftament, the genuinenefs of 
which was perhaps doubtful, and its contents certainly iniqui- 
tous. A keener edge was added to Philip's refentment, and 
new vigour infufed into his councils by the arrival of Don John 
Manuel. He was Ferdinand's ambaflador at the Imperial court, 
but upon the firft notice of Ifabella's death repaired to Bruflels, 
flattering himfelf that in the court of a young and liberal prince, 
he might attain to power and honours which he could never hope 
for in the fervice of an old and frugal mafter. He had early 
paid court to Philip during his refidence in Spain, with fuch 
afiiduity as entirely gained his confidence; and having been 
trained to bufinefs under Ferdinand, could oppofe his fchemes 
vnih equal abilities, and with arts not inferior to thofe for 
which that monarch was diftinguiftied K 



He requires 
Ferdinand to 
refign the 
regency. 



By his advice, ambafladors were difpatched to require Ferdi- 
nand to retire into Aragon, and to refign the government of 
Caftile to thofe perfons whom Philip fliould entruft with it till 
his arrival in that kingdom. Such of the Caftilian nol)les 
as had difcovered any diffatisfadHon with Ferdinand's admini- 
Uration, were encouraged by every method to oppofe it. At the 



^ Zarita Anales de ArdgOD> torn. vi. p» i2* 
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fame time a treaty was concluded with Lewis XII. by which Book I. 
Phihp flattered himfelf that he had fecured the friendfliip and ^'- ' ^ 
affiftance of that monarch. 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand employed all the arts of addrefs and 
policy, in order to retain the power of which he had got pof- 
feflion. By means of Conchillos, an Aragonian gentleman, he 
entered into a private negociation with Joanna, and prevailed on 
that weak princefs to confirm, by her authority, his right to the 
regency. But this intrigue did not efcape the penetrating eye 
of Don John Manuel; Joanna's letter of confent was inter- 
cepted; Conchillos was thrown into a dungeon; and fhe herfelf 
confined to an apartment in the palace, and all her Spanifli 
domefticks fecluded from her prefence '. 

The mortification which the difcovery of this fcheme occa- ^5'^|?"'f, 
fioned to Ferdinand, was much increafed by his obferving the fcy the Cafti- 
progrefs that Philip's emiflaries made in Caftile. Some of the ^^^ ^^^^^*' 
nobles retired to their caftles ; other? to the towns in which they 
had influence ; they formed themfelves into confisderacies, and 
began to aflemble their vaflals. Ferdinand's court was almofl: 
totally deferted ; not a perfon of diftindlion but Ximenes, arch- 
bifliop of Toledo, the duke of Alva, and the marquis of Denia, 
remaining there ; while the houfes of Philip'^s ambafladors were 
daily crowded with thofe of tlie higheft rank. 

Exasperated atdiis univerfal dcfedion, and piqued, per- F^dinand 

^ * refolves to 



haps, at feeing all his fchemes defeated by a younger politician, marry, in or. 
Ferdinand refolved, in defiance of the law of nature, and of ciUchh 
decency, to deprive his daughter and her pofterity of the crown ^^"gj* «^^^"» 



iP. Mart, Ep. 287. Zuota Aaales vu p« i^ 
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PooK I. of Caflllc, rather than renounce the regency of that kingdom. 

^^'"■'"''^ ^ His plan for accomplifhing this was no lefs bold, than the inten- 
tion itfelf was wicked. He demanded in marriage Joanna, the 
fuppofed daughter of Henry IV. on the belief of whofe illegiti- 
macy, Ifabella's right to the crown of Caftile was founded ; and 
by reviving the claim of this princefs, in oppdfition to which he 
himfelf had formerly led armies, and fought battles, he hoped 
once more to get poffeffion of the throne of that kingdom. But 
Enianuel, King of Portugal, in whofe dominions Joanna refided, 
being married to one of Ferdinand's daughters by Ifabella, 
refufed his confent to that unnatural match ; and the unhappy 
princefs herfelf, having loft, by being long immured in a con- 
vent,^ all relifh for the objeds of ambition, difcovefed no lefs^ 
averfion to it *". 

Marries a The refources, however, of Ferdinand's ambition, were not 

Ffem:h King, cxhaufted. Upon meeting with a repulfe in Portugal, he turned 
towards France, and fought in marriage Germaine de Foix, a 
daughter of the vifcount of Narbonne, and of Mary, the fifter of 
Lewis XII. The war which that monarch had carried on againft 
Ferdinand in Naples, had been fo unfortunate, that he liftened 
with joy to a propofal, which furnifbed him with an honourable 
pretence of concluding peace : And though no prince was ever 
more remarkable than Ferdinand for making all his paffions 
bend to the maxims of intereft, or become fubfervient to the 
purpofes of ambition, yet fo vehement was his refentment againft 
his fon-in-law, that in order to be revenged of him, by detach- 
ing Lewis from his intereft, and in order to gain a chance of 
excluding him from his hereditary throne of Aragon, and the 
dominions annexed to it, he was ready once more to divide Spain 

^ Sandov. Hiil. of Civil Wan in CaAil^ Lond. 1655. p. g. Zurica Anales de Ara- 
joajtcm. vi. p. 213. 
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into feparate kingdoms, though the union of thefc was the great Book I. 
glory of his jeign, and had been the chief objed of his ambi- ^"^ ' ^ 
ibn J he confented to reftore the Neapolitan noblesof the French 
faction to their pofleffions and honours; and fubmitted to the 
ridicule of marrying, in an advanced age, a princefsof eighteen *. 

Tike condiufion of this match, which deprived Philip of his. 
oaly ally^ ^nd threatened him with the lofs of io many king- 
doms, gave a dreadful ularm to hiai, and convinced Don John 
Manuel that there was now a neceility of taking other meafures 
with regard to the affairs of Spain ". He accordingly inftrufted 
the Flcmifli ambafladors in the court of Spain, to teftify the 
ftrong defire which their matter had of terminating all diffe- 
rences between him and Ferdinand in an amicable manner, anc^ 
his willingnefs toconfent to any conditions that would re-eftablifh 
the friendfhip which ought to fubfift between a father and a fon- 
in-law. Ferdinand, though he had made and broken more a treaty be- 
treaties than any prince of any age, was apt to confide fo far in pan^'^anr *' 
the fincerity of other men, as to be always extremely fond of a ^^"**P* 
negociation. He liftened with eagemefs to thefe declarations, 
and foon concluded a treaty at Salamanca; in which it was ftipu- ^ 
iated, that the government of Caflile fliould be carried on in the 
joint names of Joanna, of Ferdinand, and of Philip; and that the 
revenues of the crown, and the right of conferring offices, fhould 
be fhared between Ferdinand and Philip by an equal divifion \ 

Nothing, however, was farther from Philip's thoughts i?o6. 
than to obferve this treaty. His fole intention in propofing it joanna^fJt 
was to amufe Ferdinand, and to prevent him from taking any ^**^ ^^^ ^P**"' 

1 P. Mart. Ep. 290. 292. Mariana lib. 28. c. 16, 17. "P. Mart. Ep. 293. 

■Zurita Analcs de Aragon, vi. 19, P. Mart. Ep, 293, 294. 
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Book I. meafures for obftru£ling his voyage into Spain. It had that 
' eflFed. Ferdinand, fagacious as he was, did not for fome 

time fufped his defign ; and though when he perceived it, he 
l}revailed on the king of France not only to remonftrate againft 
the archduke's journey, but to threaten hoftilities if he under- 
took it; though he folicited the duke of Gueldres to attack his 
fon-in-law's dominions in the Low Cbuntries, Philip and his 
confort neverthelefs fet fail with a numerous fleet, and al good 
body of land forces* They were obliged by a violent tempefl: to 
take fhclter in England, where Henry VII. in compliance with 
Ferdinand^s folicitations, detained them upwards of three- 
months*'; at laft they were permitted to depart, and after a 

April 2?. more profperous voyage, they arrived in fafety at Q^runna in 
Galicia, nor durft Ferdinand attempt, as he had once intended, to 
oppofe their landing by force of arms. 



The nobility 
ofCaftile 
declare foe 
Philip* 



The Caftilian nobles, who had been obliged hitherto to con- 
ceal or to diflemble their fentiments, now declared openly in 
favour of Philip. * From every corner of the kingdom, peribns 
of the higheft rank, with numerous retinues of their vaflals, 
repaired to their new king. The treaty of Salamanca was uni- 
verfally condemned, and all agreed to exclude from the gpvern- 
meUt of Caftile a prince, who Ibj confenting to disjoin Aragon 
and Naples from that crown, difcovered fb little concern for it$ 
true interefts. Ferdinand, mean while, abandoned by almoft 
all the Caftilians, difconcerted by their reyplt and uncertain 
whether he fhould peaceably relinquifli his power, or take arms 
in order to maintain it, eameftly foUicited an interview with his 
fon-in-law, who by advice of Manuel ftudioufly avoided it. 



• Ferrer. HiH. viii. 285. 
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Convinced at laft, by feeing the number and y.cal of Philip^s Book t. 
adherents daily increafe, that it was vain to think of rcfillinc; ^~ ~ ~ ~^ 

^ ^ ^ June «;•• 

fuch a torrent, he confented by a trcaty5 to refign the regency of Fciiil««Md rr^ 
Caftile into the hands of Philip, to retire into his licrcditary gficy^of '^ 
dominions of Aragon, and to reft fatisfied with the muftcrlhips ^**f j^**^"^ 
of the military orders, and that (hare of the revenue of the AMgon. 
Indies, which Ifabella had bequeathed to him, Tliough an inter- 
view between the princes was no longer ncceflary, it was agrcctl 
to on both fides from motives of decency. Philip repaired to 
the place appointed with a fplendid retinue of the Caftilian nobles, 
and a confiderable body of armed men. Ferdinand appeared 
without any pomp, attended by a few followers, mounted on 
mules, and unarmed. On that occafion don John Manuel had 
the pleafure of difplaying before the monarch whom he had 
deferted, the extcnfive influence he had acquired over his new 
matter : While Ferdinand fufFered in prcfence of his former 
fubjeds the two moft cruel mortifications wliich an artful and 
ambitious prince can feel ; being at once over-reached in condudlf 
and ftripped of power \ 
f% 
Not long after, he retired into Aragon; and hoping that ]«'/• 
fome favourable accident would foon open the way for his return 
into Caftile, he took care to proteft, though with great fccrccy, 
that the treaty concluded with his fon-in-law, being extorted by 
force, ought to be deemed void of all obligation '. 

Phil I p took pofleffion of his new authority with a youthful P^M'P •»* 
joy. The unhappy Joanna, from whom he derived it, remained in<mkJg«J 
during all thefe contefts, under the dominion of z deep mclan- JJUenV th« 



Cofiei* 



f ZoMra Anales de ^n2. ▼!. 6f- Mar. lib. 2S, c. 19, 20. P. WtiU <p# 304, yjf^f Ac 
^ ZdTiu Analcs de Arag^ vi. p. 68, fata, HiSi^wu 290* 
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Book I. choly ; flie was feldom allowed to appear In publick; her father^ 
though he had often defired it, was refufed accefs to her ; and 
Philip's chief objeft wa« to prevail on the Cortes to declare her 
incapable of government, that an undivided power might be 
lodged in his hands, till his fon Ihould attain to full age. But 
' fuch was the partial attachment of tiie Caftilians to their native 
princefs, that though Manuel had the addrefs to gain fome mem- 
bers of the Cortes aflembled at Valladolid, and others were 
willing to gratify their new fovereign in his fir ft requeft, the 
great body of the reprefentatives refufed their confent to a decla- 
ration which they thought fo injurious to the blood of their 
monarchs \ They were unanimous, however, in acknowledg- 
ing Joanna and Philip, queen and king of Caflile, and their fon 
Charles prince of Afturias. 



Death of 
I'hiitp. 



Sept. 25. 



This was almoft the only memorable event during Philip^s 
adminiftration. A fever, occafioned by a debauch, put an end to 
his life in the twenty-eighth year of his age, not having enjoyed 
the regal dignity which he had been fo eager to obtain full three 
months \ * 



The difordcr 
of Joanna's 
mind in- 
.creafes. 



The whole royal authority in Caftile ought of courfe to have 
devolved upon Joanna. But the fhock occafioned by a difafter 
fo unexpected as the death of her hufband compleated the dis- 
order of her underftanding, and her incapacity for government* 
During all the time of Philip's ficknefs, no intreaty could pre- 
vail on her, though in the fixth month of her pregnancy, to 
leave him for a moment. When he expired, however, fhe did 
tiot fhed one tear, or utter a fingle groan. Her grief was filent 



f Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. p. 7$. 



f Mariao.lib. 28. c 23. 



and 
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and fettled. She continued to watch the dead body with the fame Book L- 
tendernefs and attention as if it had been alive ', and though at '^ — ->r-*-^ 
laft fhe allowed it to be buried, fhe foon removed it from the 
tomb to her own apartment. There it was laid upon a bed of 
ftate, in a fplendid drefs ; and having heard from fome monk a 
legendary tale of a king who revived after he had been dead 
fourteen years, fhe kept her eyes almoft conftantly fixed on the 
body, waiting for the happy moment of its return to life. Nor 
was this capricious afFedion for her dead hufband lefs tindlured' 
with jealoufy, than -that which fhe had born to him tvhile alive.. 
She did not permit any of her female attendants to approach' 
the bed on which his corpfe was laid ; fhe would not fuffer any 
woman who did not belong to her family to enter the apart- 
ment ; and rather than grant that privilege to a midwife, tho*' 
a very aged one had been chofen of purpofe, fhe bore the prin- 
ccfs Catharine without any other affiflance than that of her owa 
domeflics "*. 

A WOMAN in fuch a ftate of mind was little capable of go- ^^^ is inc«- 

pablc of go-- 

verning a great kingdom; and Joanna, who made it her fole vcmmcnt.. 
employment to bewail the lofs, and to pr^y for the foul of her 
hufband, vrauld have thought her attention to public affairs an 
impious negledt of thofe duties which fhe owed to him. But 
though fhe declined afTuming the adminiflration herfelf, yet, by 
a flrange caprice of jealoufy, fhe refufed to commit it to any 
other perfon; and no intreaty of her fubjeiSs could perfuade her 
to name a regent, or even to fign fuch papers as vrere neceflary 
for the execution of juftice, and the fecnrity of the kingdom. 

tP. Mart. Ep. 316. 

■ Mar« Hill. lib. 29. c 3 & 5. P. Mart. Ep. 318, 324, 328, 332. 

The 
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Book L The death of Philip threw the Caftilians into thogreateft per- 
!jrT^. ' plexity. It was neceflary to appoint a regent, both on account 
the Emperor of Joanna's frcnzy, and the infancy of her fon ; and as there was 
compctiiors not among the nobles, any perfon fo eminently diftinguifhed as to 
fc«ncy. ^^ called by the publick voice to tliat high office, all naturally 

turned their eyes either to.Ferdinand, or to the Emperor Maximi- 
lian. .The former claimed that dignity as adminiftrator for his 
daughter, and by virtue of the teftament of Ifabella ; the latter 
thought himfelf the legal guardian of his grandfon, whom, on 
account of his mother's infirmity, he already confidered as king 
of Caftile. Thofe who had lately compelled Ferdinand to refign 
the government of the kingdom, trembled at the thoughts of his 
being reftored fo foon to his former dignity. They dreaded the 
return of a monarch, not apt to forgive^ and who to thofe defeats 
with which they were already acquainted, added that refentment 
which the remembrance of their behaviour, and refledion upon 
his own difgrace, muft naturally have excited. Though none of 
thefe objedlions held againfl: Maximilian, he was a flranger to 
the laws and manners of Caftile, and deflitute of troops and 
money to fupport his pr/etenfions, nor could his claim be admit- 
ted without a public declaration of Joanna's incapacity for 
government, an indignity, to which, notwithftanding the noto- 
riety of jher diftemper, the delicacy of the Caftilians would never 
confent. 

Don John Manuel, however, and a few of the nobles, 
who coiifidered themfelves as moft obnoxious to Ferdinand's 
difpleafure, declared for Maximilian, and offered to fupport his 
claim with all their intereft. Maximilian, always enterprizing 
and decifive in council, though feeble and dilatory in execution, 
eagerly embraced the offer. But a feries of ineffedual nego- 

4 ciations 
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clarions was the only confequence of this tranfadlion. The Book L 

Emperor, as ufual, aflerted his rights in a high ftrain, promifed ^■■" — ^' ' 

a great deal, and performed nothing *. 

A FEW days before the death of Philip, Ferdinand had fct out Ferdinand ab- 
for Naples, that, by his own prefence, he might put an end, with ^*;"^' ^" ? 
the greater decency, to the vice-royalty of the great captain, liingdom of 
whofe important fervices, and cautious conduft, did not fcrcen ^^ 
him from the fufpicions of his jealous mafter. Though an 
account of his fon-in-law's death reached him at Porto-fino, in 
the territories of Genoa, he was fo follicitous to difcover the 
fecret intrigues which he fuppofed the great captain to have been 
carrying on, and to eftablifli his own authority on a firm foun- 
dation in the Neapolitan dominions, by removing him from the 
fiipreme command there, that rather than difcontinue his voyage, 
he chofe to leave Caftile in a ftate of anarchy, and even to rifque, 
by this delay, his obtaiiiing pofleflion of the government of that 
kingdom ''. 

Nothing but the great abiUties and prudent condu6tof his 
adherents, could have prevented the bad efFeds of this abfence. 
At the head of thefe was Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, who, * . 
though he had been raifed to that dignity by Ifabella, contrary regency of 
to the inclination of Ferdinand, and though he could have no throua'h^ihe ^ 
expedtation of enjoying much* power under his jealous admi- c"fdinT ^^ 
niftration, was neverthelefs fo difmterefted, as to prefer the welfare ^^°^^"«'* 
of his country before his own grandeur, and to declare, that 
Caftile could never be fo happily governed as by a prince, whom 
long experience rendered thoroughly acquainted with its true 
intcreft. His zeal to bring over his countrymen to this opinion, 
induced him to lay afide fomewhat of his ufual aufterity and 

' Mariani, lib. 29. c. .7. Zurita Anales de Arag» vh.Q}. 

y Zurita Xnales dc Arag. vi. p. 8 J. 
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Ferdinand re- 
turns caSpain, 



Hm prudent 
admioiiUa- 

UOIW 



Conqoefl of 
Oran. 



1509. 



haughtinefs. He condefcended, on this occafion, to court the 
difafFeded nobles, and employed addrefs, as well as arguments, 
to perfuade them. Ferdinand fcconded his endeavours with 
great art; and by conceflions to fome of the grandees, by pro- 
mifcs to others, and by letters full of complaifance to all, he 
gained many of his moft violent opponents *. And though many 
cabals were formed, and fome commotions excited, yet when 
Ferdinand, after having fettled the affairs of Naples, arrived in 
Caftile, he entered upon the adminiftration without oppofition. 
The prudence with which he exercifed his authority in that 
kingdom, equalled the good fortune by which he had recovered 
it. By a moderate, but fteady adminiftration, free from partiality 
and from refcntment, he entirely reconciled the Caftilians to his 
perfon, and fecured to them, during the remainder of his life, 
as much domeftic tranquillity, as was confiftent with the genius 
of the feudal government, which jftill fubfifted among them in 
full vigour^ 

Nor was the prefervation of tranquillity in his hereditary 
kingdoms, the only obligation which the archduke Charles owed 
to the wife regency of his grandfather; he had the fatisfadion, 
during that period, of feeing very important acquifitions added 
to the dominions over which he was to reign. On the coafl of 
Barbary, Oran, and other conquefts of no fmall value, were 
annexed to the crown of Caftile by cardinal Ximenes, who, with 
a fpirit very uncommon in a monk, led in perfon a numerous 
army againft the Moors of that country; and, with a generofity 
and magnificence ftill more fingular, defrayed the whole expence 
of the expedition out of his own revenues ^ While in Europe, 
Ferdinand, under pretences both frivolous and unjuft, and by 
artifices the moft fhamcful and treacherous, expelled John 

* MRriana, lib. 29. c« io« 



* Zurita Anales de Arag. vi.p, 87. 94. 109. 
^ Mananii lib. 29. c i8» 
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d* Albert, the lawful foverclgn, from the throne of Navarre; BookL 
and feizing on that kingdom, extended the limits of the Spanifli ^T^'^c 
monarchy from the Pyrenees on the one hand, to the frontiers of Navaiic. 
Portugal on the other \ 

It was not, however, thedefire of aggrandizing the Archduke, FcrdnJindjca- 
which influenced Ferdinand in this, or in any other of his adions. '^randLn^ 
He was more apt to confider that young prince as a rival, who ^^^^^^* 
might one day wreft out of his hands the government of Caftile, 
than as a grandfon, for whofe behoof he was entrufted with the 
adminiftration. This jealoufy foon begot averfion, and even 
hatred, the fymptoms of which he was at no pains to conceal. 
Hence proceeded his immoderate joy when his young queen was 1509. 
delivered of a fon, whofe* life would have deprived Charles of 
the crowns of Aragon, Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia ; and upon 
the untimely death of that prince, he difcovered, for the fame 
reafon, an exceflive folicitude to have other children. This 
impatience of his haftened, in all probability, the acceffion of 
Charles to the crown of Spain. Ferdinand, in order to procure 
a blefling, of which, from his advanced age, and the intempe- 
rance of his youth, he could have little profped, had recourfe to 
his phyficians, and by their prefcription took one of thofe potions, , 
which are fuppofed to add vigour to the conftitution, though 
they more frequently prove fatal to it. This was its efFedl on 
a frame fo feeble and exhaufted as that of Ferdinand; and 
though he furvived a violent diforder which it at firft occafioned, 
it brought on fuch an habitual languor and dejedion of mind, 
as rendered him averfe from any ferious attention to public 
srfFairs, and fond of frivolous amufements, on which he had not 
hitherto beftowed much time '. Though he now defpaired of 
having any fon of his own, his jealoufy of the Archduke did 

• Mar. lib. 30. c, ii» 12. 19. 24. ' Zariu Andes dc Arag. vi. 347. 

P. Mart Ep* 531. Argenibla Analesde Arragon, lib. i. p. 4. 
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Bock L not abate, nor could he help viewing him with that averfion, 

^"'■^' ' which princes often bear to their fucceflbrs. In order to gratify ^: 

151^. this unnatural paffion, he made a will, appointing prince Ferdi- v cy-^^lfl-'^' 

Endeavours naud, wlio having been born and educated in Spain, was much ^^^^*M^-^^ 

h'ir. from tic' bclovcd by the Spaniards, to be regent of all'his kingdoms, till ''-rTr^:.- ' 

domfbyT^" the arrival of the archduke his brother ; and by the fame deed /Tj.'' 

will inf.vour hc fettled upon him the crrand-mafterfhip of the three military 

of ftfdiiiand. ^ ^ ^ ... 

orders. The former of thefe grants might have put it in his 
power to have difputed the throne with his brother; the latter 
would, in any event, have rendered him almoft independent. 

Ferdinand retained to the laft that jealous love of power, 
which was fo remarkable through his whole life. Unwilling to 
refign it, even at the approach of death, he removed continually 
from place to place, in order to fly from his diflemper, or to 
forget it ; and though his ftrength declined every day, none of 
his attendanjts durfl mention his condition ; nor would he admit 
his father confeflbr, who thought fuch filence criminal and 
unchriftian, into his prefence. At laft the danger became fo 
imminent, that it could be no longer concealed. Ferdinand 
received the intimation with a decfent fortitude; and touched, 
perhaps, with compundion at the injuftice he had done his 
grandfon, or influenced by the honeft remonflxances of Garvajal, 
Zapata and Vargas, his moft ancient and faithful counfellors, 
who reprefented to him that by invefting prince Ferdinand with 
the regency, he would infallibly entail a civil war on the two 
brothers, and by beftowing on him the grand mafterfhip of the 
military orders, would ftrip the crown of its nobleft ornament 
and chief ftrength; he confented to alter his will in both thefe 
Is pcrfoaded particulars. By a new deed he left Charles the fole heir of all 
will, his dominions, and allotted to prince Ferdinand, inftead of that 

throne of which he thought himfelf almoft fecure, an incon*- 

fiderable ' 
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fiderable eftablifhment of fifty thoufands ducats a year*. He Book I. 
died a few hours after fieninfi: this will, on the twenty-third day 

*^ ^ and dies. 

of January, one th9ufand five hundred and fixtecn. 

Charles, to whom fuch a noble inheritance defcended by his ^Ja<^aton of 

' Charles V. 

death, was near the full age of fix teen. He had hitherto re- 
fided in the Low Countries, his paternal dominions. Margaret 
of Auftria, his aunt, and Margaret of York, the fifter of 
Edward IV. of England, and widow of Charles the Bold, two 
princefles of great virtue and abilities, had the care of forming 
his early youth. Upon the death of his father, Philip, the 
Flemings committed the government of the Low Countries to 
his grandfather, the Empefor Maximilian, with the name rather 
than the authority of regent ^ Maximilian made choice of 
William de Croy lord of Chievres to fuperintend the education 
of the young prince his grandfon*. That nobleman poffefled, in 
an eminent degree, the talents which fitted him for fuch an 
important ofiice, and difcharged the duties of it with great 
fidelity. Under Chievres, Adrian of Utrecht adted as preceptor. 

This 

• Mar. Hift. lib. 30. c, alt. Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. 401. Pr Mart. Ep. 565^ 
566. Argenfola Anales de Arag. lib. 1. p. 1 u 

^Pontius Hcutenu Rerum Auftriacaram, lib. xv. Lov. 1649. ^^^* 7*^* 2* P* '55* 
\ The French hiilorians, apon the authority of M. de fiel!ay» Mem, p. 11. have un* 
aoioiouny afferted that Philip, by his lad will, having appointed the King of France to 
have ihe direction of his Cons education, Louis XII. with a di6ntere(ledners, fuicable t3 
the confidence repofed in hiniy named Chievres for that office. Even the prefident Henauc 
has adopted this opinion. Abrege Chron. A, D. 1507. Varillas, in his ufual manner, 
pretends to have feen Philip's teHament. Pradt. de P education dcs Princes, p. 16. But 
the Spaniih, German and Flemifli hiftorians concur in contradiding this a/Tertion of the 
French authors. It appears from Heuterus, a contemporary FlemiOi hiilorian of great 
aathority, that Louis XII. by confenting to the marriage of Germaine de Foix with Fer- 
dinand, had loft much of that confidence which Philip once placed in him ; that this dif- 
guft was increafed ^y the French King's giving in marriage to tlie count of Angoulcme 
his eldeft daughter, whom he had formerly betrothed to Charles, Heuter. Rer. Au(lr. lib. \\ 
1$! i That (he French a fliort time before Philip's dutb^ had violated the peace, whtch 

fubfifled 
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Book 1. This preferment, which opened his way to the higheft dignities 
an Ecclcfiaftic can attain, he owed not to his birth, for that was 
extremely mean; nor to his intereft, for he was a ftranger to 
the arts of a court ; but to the opinion which his countrymen 
entertained of his learning. He was indeed no inconfiderablc 
proficient in thofe frivolous fciences which, during feveral centu- 
ries, aflumed the name of Philofophy, and publiftied a com- 
mentary, which was highly efteemed, upon The Majier of the 
Sentences^ a famous treatifeof Petrus Lombardus, and confidered 
at that time, as the ftandard fyftem of metaphyfical theology. 
But whatever admiration thefe procured him in an illiterate age, 
it was foon found that a man accuftomed to the retirement of a 
college, unacquainted with the world, and without any tindlure 
of tafte or elegance, was by no means qualified for rendering 
fcience agreeable to a young prince. Charles, accordingly, 
difcovered an early averfion to learning, and an exceflive fond- 
nefs for thofe violent and martial exercifes, to excel in which 
was at that time, the chief pride, and almoft the only ftudy of 

fubfiftfd between them and the Flemings, and Philip had complained of this injury, and 
was ready to refent it. Heuter. ibid. All thefe drcumilances render ic improbable that 
Philip, who made his will a few days before he died, Heuter. p. 152, fliould commit the 
education of his (on to Louis Xlf. In confirmation of thefe plaafible conjedtures, poftive 
teflimbny can be adduced. It appears from Heuteruf, that Philip, when he ftt out for 
Spain, had cntruiled Chievres both with the care of his (bn*s education, and with the 
government of his dominions in the Low Countries. Heuter. lib. vii. p. 153. That ao 
attempt was made, foon after Philip's death, to have the Emperor Maximilian appointed 
regent, during the minority of his grandfon, but that being oppofcd, Chievres ieems to 
have continued to difcharge both the offices which Philip had committed to him, Heut. 
ibid. 1 ^3, 1 55. That in the beginning of the year 1 508, the Flemings invited Maximi* 
lian to accept of the regency, to which he confented, and appointed his daughter Mar- 
garet, together with a council of Flemings to exerdfe the fupreme authority, when he 
himfelf (hould, at any time, be abfent. He likewife named Chievres as governor, and , 
Adrian of Utrecht as preceptor to his fon, Heut. ibid. 155, \^'j. What Heuterus re- 
lates with refpefl to this matter is confirmed by Moringos in Vita Adrianl, apud Analedta 
Cafp. Barmanni de Adriano, cap. 10; by Barlandus, Chronic* Brabant, ibid, p* 25 ; and 
by Haraeos AnnaL Brab« vol. ii. 510, &c, 

perfons 
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perfons of rank. Chievres encouraged this tafte, either from* a Book L 
defire of gaining his pupil by indulgence, or from too flight an 
opinion of the advantage of literapy accomplifhments *. He 
inftrudted him, however, with great care in the arts of govern- 
ment ; he made him ftudy the hiftory not only of his own king- 
doms, but of thofe with which they were conneiSed ; he accuf- 
tomed him, from the time of his aiTuming the government of 
Flanders in the year one thoufand five hundred and fifteen, to 
attend to bufinefs ; he perfiiaded him to perufe all papers relating ^1,^ ^^, 
to public affairs ; to be prefcnt at the deliberations of his privy*- ^p<^n*ngs of*^ 
counfellors, and to propofe to them himfelf thofe matters, con*- 
cerning which he required their opinion "*. From fuch aa 
education, Charles contracted habits of gravity and recollection 
which fcarce fuited his time of life. The firft openings of his 
genius did not indicate that fuperiority which its maturer age 
difplayed *. He did not difcover in his youth that impe*- 
tuofity of fpirit which commonly ufhers in an adlive and enter*- 
prizing manhood. Nor did his early obfequioufnefs to Chievres^ 
and his other favourites, promife that capacious and decifive 
judgment, which afterwards diredted the affairs of one half of 
Europe. But hiis.fubjeCts, dazzled with the external accomplifh- 
ments of a graceful figure and manly addirefs, and viewing his 
character with that pSirtiality which is always fhown to princes- 
during their youth, entertained fanguine hopes of his adding 
luftre to thofe crowns which defcended to him by the death of 
Ferdiaand., 

The kingdoms of Spain, as iis evident from the view which L State of Spam. 

o * ' requ'res a v — 

have given of their political cooftitution, were, at that time, in a- «o'^"« ^^^^ 

^ niilraiion.. 

t Jovii Vita Adriani, p« 91. Strnvii Corpas, Hi^ Germ. \i, 967. P. Heuter. Rer*. 
Atiftr. lib. 7. c. 3. p. 157. 
k Memokes de Bellay, 8vo. Par. 1573. p. ii. ?• Heater, lib. viii. c. j* p. 184^ 
*P» Martyr, Ep. 569, 655^ 
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PooK I. fitiirition, which required an adminiftration, no lefs vigorons 
than prudent. The feudal inftitutions, which had been intro- 
duced into all its different provinces by the Goths, the Suevi, 
and the Vandals, fubfifted in great force. The nobles, who 
were povv^erful and w^arUkc, had long poffefled all the exorbitant 
privileges, w^hich thefe inftitutions veftcd in their order. The 
cities in Spain v/ere more numerous and more confiderable, than 
the genius of feudal government, naturally an enemy to com- 
merce, and to regular police, feemed to admit. The perfonal 
riglits, and political influence, which the inhabitants, of thefe 
cities had acquired, were extenfrve. The royal prerogative cir- 
camfcribcd by the privileges of the nobility, and by the preten- 
fions of the people, was confined within very narrow limits. 
Under fuch a form of government, the principles of difcord were 
maHy ; the bond of union was extremely feeble; and Spain felt 
not only all the inconveniencies occafioned by the defedls in the 
feudal fyftem, but was expofed to diforders arifing from the 
peculiarities in its own conftitution. 

During the long adminiftration of Ferdinand, no internal 
commotion, it is true, had arifen in Spain. His fuperior abili- 
ties enabled him to reftrain the turbulence of the nobles, and to 
moderate the jealoufy of the commons ; and by the wifdom of 
his domeftic government, by the fagacity with which he con- 
dtidted his foreign operations, and by the high opinion that 
hi? fubjeds entertained of both, he preferved among them a 
degree of tranquillity, greater than was natural to a conftitution, 
in which the feeds of difcord and diforder were fo copioufly 
mingled. But, by the death of Ferdinand, thefe reftraints were 
at once withdrawn ; and fadion and difcontent, from being long 
repreffed, were ready to break out with fiercer animofity. 
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In order to prevent thefe evils, Ferdinand had in his lad will Book I. 
taken a moft prudent precaution, by appointing cardinal jJ^^P^ ^ 
Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, to be fole regent of Caftile, till aopointed cur- 
the arrival of his grandfon in Spain. The fingular charader of Rcgert. 
this man, and the extraordinary qualities which marked him out 
for that ofiice, at fuch a junfture, merit a particular defcription. 
He was dcfcended of an honourable, not of a wealthy family ; J]^^)^^^^^ 
and the circumftances of his parents, as well as his own inclina- 
tions, having determined him to enter into the church, he early 
obtained benefices of great value, and which placed him in the 
way of the higheft prcfermenL All thefe, however, he renounced 
at once ; and after undergoing a very fevere noviciate, aflumed 
the habit of St. Francis in a monaftery of Obfervantine friars, one 
of the moft rigid orders in the Romifh Church. There he foon 
became eminent for his uncommon aufterity of manners, and 
for thofe excefles of fuperftitious devotion, which are the proper 
charadleriftics of the monaftic life. But notwithftanding thefe 
extravagancies, to which weak and enthufiaftic minds alone are 
ufually prone, his underftanding, naturally penetrating and 
decifive, retained its full vigour, and acquired him fuch great 
authority among his own order, as raifed him to be their pro- 
vincial. His reputation for fandHty, foon procured him the 
office of father confcflbr to the queen Ifabella, which he accepted 
with the utmoft reluftance. He preferved in a court the fame 
aufterity of manners, which had diftinguifhed him in the cloifter. 
He continued to make all his journies on foot ; he fubfifted only 
upon alms ; his ads of mortification were as fevere as ever; and 
his pennances as rigorous. Ifabella, pleafed with her choice, con- 
ferred on him, not long after, the Archbiftioprick of Toledo, 
which, next to the Papacy, is the richeft dignity in the church 
of Rome. This honour he declined with a firmnefs, which 
nothing but the authoritative injunftion of the Pope was able to 

Vol. IL . E overcome. 
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Book I. overcome. Nor did thid height of promotion change his man- 
ners. Thoygh obliged to difplay in public that magnificence 
"\Xrhich became his ftation, he himfelf retained his monaftic 
feverity. Under his pontifical robes he eonftantly wore the 
coarfe frock of St. Francis, the rents in which he ufed to patch 
with his own hands. He at no time ufed linen ; but was com- 
monly clad in hair-cloth. He flept always in Jiis habit, moft 
frequently on the ground, or on boards, rarely in a bed. He 
did nottafte any of the delicacies which appeared at his table, but 
fatisfied himfelf with that fimple diet which the rnh of his order 
prefcribed^. Notwithftanding thefe peculiarities, fo oppofite to 
the manners of the world, he poffefled a thorough knowledge of , 
its affair?; and no fooner was he called by his ftation, and by 
the high opinion which Ferdinand and Ifabella entertained ot 
him, to take a principal fliare in the adminiftration, than he dif- 
played talents for bufinefs, which rendered, the fame of his wif- 
dom equal to that of hfs fandity. Bold ^nd original in all his 
plans, his political conduct flowed from his real charader, and 
partook both of its virtues and its defeats. His extenfive genius 
fuggefted to him fchemes, vaft and magnificent. Confcious of 
the integrity of his intentions, he puHued thefe with unremit- 
ting and undaunted firmnefs. Accuftomed from his early youth 
to mortify his own paflions, he fhewed little indulgence towards 
thofe of other men. Taught by his fyftem of religion to check 
even his moft iimocent defires, he wa$ the enemy of every thing 
to which he could affix the name of elegance ^d pleafure ; and^ 
though free from any fufpicion of cruelty, he difcovered in all 
his commerce with the world a fevere inflexibility of mind, and 
aufterity of chara(3:er, peculiar to the monaftic pf ofeffion, and 
which can fcarce be conceived in a country where that is un* 
known. 

^ Hifioire dc radainiflration do Card. Ximen. par Mich. Baodkfi 410. 163^. p. 13. 
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Such was die man to whom Ferdinand committed the regency Book L 
of Caftile, and though he was then near fourfcore, and pcrfaOlj q .^\ ^* 
acquainted vHith the labour and diffic?ulty of the office, his natu- Adrian ap- 
Tal intrepidity of mind^ and zeal for the public good, prompted by*amrlc»r 
him to accept of it without hefitation : And though Adrian of 
Utrecht, who had been fent into Spain a few months Wore the 
death of Ferdinand, produced full powers from the archduke to 
aflume the name and authority of regent upon the demife of his 
grandfather; fuch was the arerfion of the Spaniards to the 
government of a ftf anger, and fo unequal the abilities of the two 
'competitors, that Adrian's claim would at once have been rejed- 
ed,* if Ximenes himfelf, from complaifance to his new mafler, 
had not confented to acknowledge him as regent, and to carry on Ximenes ob. 
the government in conjundlion with him. By this, howevei-, dircaionof 
Adrian acquired a dignity merely nominal; and Ximenes, "* 
though he treated him with great decency, and even refpeft, 
retained the whole power in his own hands *. 

The Caitdm^s fifft care was to obferve the motions of the His precaa- 
Infant Don Ferdinand, who having been flattered with fo near a the infint 
profpefl: of the fupreme power, bore the dilappointment of his j^^^ *' 
' hopes with greater impatience than could have been expefted of 
a prince fo young. Ximenes, under pretence of providing more 
efFedually for his fafety, removed him from Guadalupe, the 
place in which he had been educated, to Madrid, where he fixed 
the refidence of the coqjpf • There he was under the cardinal*s 
own eye, and his condufl:, with that of his domeftics, were 
watched with the utmoft attention ". 

The firft intelligence he received from the Low Countries, 
gave greater difquiet to the Cardinal, and convinced him how 

' Goroedas de reb. geft. Ximenii» p. 150. fol. Compl. 1569. 

" Miniana Contin. Marianxi lib. 1. c. 2. Baadier, HiA. de Ximenes, p. 118. 
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Bo OX L difficult a tafk' it would be to condiid the affairs of a young 

'^ ^^***^ p^ince^ under the influence of counfello(r8 unacquainted with the 

Charif$ af. i^^^ ^^^ manucrs of Spain. No £3oner did the account of Fer- 

inmes the (idc 

of JLmg. dinand's death reach Bruffels, than Charles, by the advice of his 
Flemifh minifters^ refolved to affume the tide of King. By the 
laws of Spain, the fole right to the crowns both of Caftile and of 
Aragon, belonged to Joanna; and though her infirmities dii^ 
-qualified her from governing, this incapacity had not been 
declared by any public ad of the Cortes of either kingdom ; (o 
that &e Spaniards ccmfidered this refolution, not only as a direA 
violaticm of their privileges, but as an unnatural ufurpation in a 
ion on the prerogatives of a mother, towards whom, in her pre-* 
feiit unhappy fituation, he manifefled a lefs delicate regard than 
htt fubjeds had always expreffed'. The Flemifh court, how- 
ever^ prevailed both on the Pope and on the Emperor to addrefs 
letters to Charles as king of Caflile; the former of whom, it 
was pretended, had a right, as head of the church; and the lat-* 
ter, 4s head of the empire, to confer this title; and inftrudions 
wefe fent to Ximenes, to prevail on the Spaniards to acknow- 
ledge it. Ximenes, though he had eameflly remonffarated againil 
the meafure, aa equally impopular and unneceffary, refolved to 
exert all his authority and credit in carrying it into execution, 
and immediately affembled iiich of the nobles as were then at 
coiut. What Charles required was laid before them; and when, 
inflead of complying with his demands, they began to murmur 
againfl fuch an unprecedented encroachment on their privileges,, 
and to talk high of the rights of Joanna, and their oath of alle-* 
giance to her, Ximenes haflily interpofed, and with that firm and 

Recognized decifive tone which was natural to him, told them,^that they were 

through ihc ^ , . . ^ 

influence of not now called to deliberate, but to obey; that their fovereign 

did not apply to them for advice, but expeded fubmifiion; a[nd 

i^pra 13. «« this day, added he, Charles fhall be proclaimed King of Caflile 

■ P. !.!ar% Fp. 568, 

m 
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in Madrid^ and the reft of the cities will follow its example.'' Book !• 
On the fpot he gave orders for that purpofe "" ; and notwithfland- ~'~ ^ 
ing the novelty of the pra^ce^ and the fecret difcontents of many 
perfons of diftindion^ Qiarles's title was univerfally recognized. 
In Aragonf where the privileges of the fubjed were more exten-- 
fivct and the abilities and authority of the archbiihop of Sara- 
gofTa, whom Ferdinand had appointed regenty were far inferior 
to thofe of Ximenesy the fame obfequioufnefs to the will of 
Charles did not appear» nor was he acknowledged there under 
any other charad:er but that of Prince> till his arrival in Spain'. 

Xi HEMES, though pofTeiTed only of delegated power, which, His«iem» 
firom his advanced age, he could not exped long to enjoy, the pmofM^ 
aflumed, together with the charadej: of regent, all the idea^ 
natural to a monarch, and adopted ijbh^mes fpr extending the 
regal authority, which he purfued with as much Intrepidity and 
ardour, as if he himfeif had been to reap the advantages refultr 
ing from, their fuccefs* The exorbitant privileges of the Cafti- 
liau nobles, circumfcribed the prerogative of the prince within 
very narrow limits* Thefe the cardinal confidered as fo many 
unjuil extortions fiom the crown, and determined to reduce them. 
Dangerous as the attempt was, there were clrcumflances in his 
iituation which promifed him greater fiiccefs than any king of 
Caftile could have expeded. His ftridl and prudent oeeonomy 
of his archiepifcopal revenues, fumiflied him with mere ready 
money, than the crown could at any time command ; the fan£tity 
of his manners, his charity and munificence, rendered him the 
idol of the people ; and the nobles themfelves, not fufpedting any 
danger from him, did not obferve his motions with the famfe 
jealous attention, as they would have watched thofe of one of 
their monarchs. 

• Gometittf, p. t^t, &c Bandiet HSft. dc Xiaen. p. X2i. 

f ?• Mart. Ep. 57a. 
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Book L iMMEdArfcLY upon his acceffion to the regency, feveral of 

^^, -^,- ,/ ^j^g nobles, fancying that the reins of government would of con- 

ihc nobility, fcqucnce be fotnewhat relaxed, began to SKflemble their vaflals, 

and to profecute, by force of arms, animofities and prfetenfioni 

which the authority of Ferdinand had obliged them to diflerttble, 

or to relinquifh. But Ximenes, who had taken into pay a good 

body of troops, oppofed and defeated all their defigns with unex- 

^eded vigour and fecility; and though he did not treat the 

authors of thefe diforders with any cruelty, he forced them to 

. afts of fubmiffion, extremely mortifying to the haughty fpirit of 

Caftilian grandees* 

Sld^^)p8 ^^T while the Gardinars attacks were confined to individualsi 
depending on ^^^ every a6t of rigour was juftififed by the appearance of necef- 
fity, founded on the forms of julUce, and tempered with a mix- 
ture of lenity, there was fcarce room for jealoufy or complaint* 
It was not fo with his next meafure, which, by ftriking at a pri- 
vilege effential to the nobles, gave a general alarm to the whole 
order. By the feudal conftitution, the military power was 
lodged in the hands of the nobles, and men of an inferior condi- 
tion were called into the field only as their vaflals, and to follow 
their banners. A king with fcanty revenues, and a limited pre- 
rogativcj depended on thefe potent barons in all his operations. 
It was with their forces he attacked his enemies, and with them 
iie defended his own kingdom ; and while at the head of troops 
attached only to their own lords, and accuftomed to obey no 
other commands, his authority was precarious, and his efforts 
feeble. From this ftate Ximenes refolved to deliver the crown; 
^nd as mercenary Handing armies were unknown under the feu- 
dal government, and would have been odious to a martial and 
generous people, he iffued a proclamation, commanding every 
city in Caftile to enroll a certain number of its burgefles, in 
iorder that they might be trained to the ufe of arms on Sundays 

and 
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and holidays ; he engaged to provide officers to command them Boo K I. 

at the publick expence; and as an encouragement to the private u -*^— — / 

men, promifed them an exemption from all taxes andimpofitions. 

The frequent incurfions of the Moors from Africa, and the necef- 

fity of having fome force rdady tooppofe them, furnifhed a plaur* 

fible pretence for this innovation-. The objedl really in view 

was tofecure the king a body of troops independent of his baronsi 

and which might ferve to counterbalance their power ''. • The 

nobles were not ignorant of his inteationt and faw how effec-f 

tually the fcheme he had adopted would accompliih his end ; but 

as a meafure which had the pious appearance of reiiAing the prof- 

grefs of the Infidels was extremely popular, and as any oppofw 

lion to it ariiing from their order alone, would have been impu^ 

ted wholly to iolerefted motives, they endeavoured to excite the 

cities themfelves to refufe obedience, and to remonftrate againfb 

the proclamatioi:!, as inccmAftent with their charters and privi^ 

leges. In confisquence of their inftigations, Burgos, ValladoUd^ 

and feveral. other cities, ro£b in open mutiny. Some of the 

grandees declared themfelves their protedlors. Violent yemon- 

ftrances were prefeated to the King. His Flemifii counfellors. 

were alam^i^. Ximenes alone continued firm and urxdaunted; 

and partly by terror, partly by intreaty ; by force in fome in- 

ftahces, and by forbearance in others, he prevailed on all the \ 

i^radory cities^ to comply '. During bis admini^ation^ he conn 

tinued to execute his plan wish vigour, but fooa after his deatk 

it wM eiitoely drc^u 

His fuccefs in this fcheme for reducing the exorbitant power By reoaiii»fr 
of the nobility, encouraged him to attempt a diminution of their former ' 
poffelSons, which were no lefs exorbitant During thecontefts ^c'^^bUii^ 

^MimanaeCoiidiiaatio Marians &]. Hag. 1733. p. 3* 
'F.Mart. Ep. 556, &c. Gometios, p^ 160, &c. 
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Book I. and difordcr$ infeparable fix>m the feudal government, the no- 
bles, ever 9ttentive to their own intereft, and taking advantage 
of the weaknefs and diftrefs of their monarchs, had feized fome 
parts of the royal demefnes, obtained grants of others, and gradual- 
ly wrefted almofl the whole out of the hands of the prince, and an- 
nexed them to their own eftates^ The rights, by which moft of the 
grandees held thefe lands, were extremely defediive ; it was from 
fome fticcefsfiil ufurpation, which thexrrown had been too feeble to 
difpute, that many derived their only titles to poffeffion. An 
enquiry carried back to the origin of thefe encroachments, which 
were almoft co-eval with the feudal fyftem, was imprafticable ; 
and as it would have Gripped every nobleman in Spain of great 
part of his lands, it muft have excited a general revolt. Such a 
ftep was too bold, even for the enterprizing genius of Ximenes. 
He confined himfelf to the reign of Ferdinand ; and beginning 
with the penfions granted during that time, rcfufed to make any 
farther payme];it, bedaufe all right to them expired with his life* 
He then called to account thofe who had acquired crown lands 
under the adminiftration of that monarch, and at onee rcfumed 
whatever he had alienatedi The efFefts of thefe revocations 
extended to many perfons of great rank; for though Ferdinand 
was a prince of little generofity, yet he and Ifabella having been 
raifed to the throne of Caflile by a powerful fadion of the 
nobles, they were obliged to reward the zeal of their adherents 
with great liberality, and the royal demefnes were their only 
fund for that purpofe. The addition made to the revenue of 
the crown by thefe revocations, together with his own frugal 
oeconomy, enabled Ximenes not only to difcharge all the debts 
which Ferdinand had left, and to remit confiderable fums to 
Tlanders, but to pay the officers of his new militia, and to efta- 
J>lilh magazines more numerous, and better fiimifhed with artil- 
4 lery, 
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leiy,iMiM. m^ ^Wirlike i^Qtes; than rSj^ip 1^4 ,eY(er ppflplt^^ »P fBooiC I. 
4fty ffcBsier ftge '. The ,iwv4«nt ?m;i4 ^iftptpreft^id ajqplicatiqo of > ^ 
thefe fums was a full apology to the people for the rigqur vj;ith 
which they were exaded. 

The nobles, alanned at thftfe repeated attacks, thought it Thenpbfcs 
neceflary to. take ^precautions for the fafety of their order. Many mSfurcs." 
cabals were formed, loud complaints were uttered, and defperate 
refolutions taken.; but before they jproceeded to extremities, 
tthey appointed fome of their number to examine the powers in 
confeque^ce of .whic^ the Cardinal exercifed ads of fuch hi^h 
authority. The adnural of QJlile, the dijke de Infaatado, and 
the conde de Benevento, grandees of the firft rank, were en- 
trufted with this commiflion. Ximenes received them with 
cold civility, and in anfwer to their demand produced the 
teftanient of Ferdinand by which he was appointed regent, to-" 
gc;tlier with the ratification of that deed by Charles. To both 
tlxefethey objected ; and he endeavoured to eftablifli their validity^ 
As the converfation grew warm, he led thern infenfibly towards . 
a balcony from which they had a view of a large body of troops 5°'^^"*^®"* 
under arms, and of a formidable train of artillery. ** Behold, 
fays he, pointing to thefe and raifing his voice, the powers 
which I have received from his catholick majefty. With thefe 
I govern Caftile ; and with thefe I will govern it, till the king 
your mafter and mine takes poffeffion of his kingdom'.** A 
declaration fo bold and haughty filenced them, and aflonifhed 
their aflbciates. To take arms againft a man aware of his danger, 
and prepared for his defence, was what defpair alone would 
didate. All thoughts of a general confederacy againft the 
Cardinal's a4niini^atioa were }ai4 afide ; and except from ibme 

» Fleohier Vie de Ximpn. ii. 6oo» ■ Flech. ii» 551. Ferrerai, HUl. vili. 433. 
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Book I. flight commotions, excited by the private refentment of par- 
ticular noblemen, the tranquillity of Caftile fuflfcred no inte»- 
ruptiom 
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It was not only from the oppofition of the Spanifh nobility 
that obftacles arofe to the execution of the Cardinal's fchemes i he 
had a conftant ftruggle to maintain with the Flemifh minifters, 
who prefuming upon their favour with the young king, aimed 
at direding the aflfairs of Spain, as well as thofe of their own 
country. Jealous of his great abilities, and independent fpirit^ 
they confidered him rather as a rival who might circumfcribe 
their power, than as a minifter who by his prudence and vigour 
was adding to the grandeur and authority of their matter. 
Every complaint againft his adminiftration was liftened to with 
pleafure by the courtiers in the Low Countries. Unneceffary 
obftrudions were thrown by their means in the way of all his 
meafures, andtho* they could not either with decency or lafety 
deprive him of the office of regent, they endeavoured to leffen his. 
authority by dividing it. They foon difcovered that Adrian of 
Utrecht, alreadyjoined with him in office, had neither genius nor 
Ipirit fufficient to give the leaft check to his proceedings ; and 
therefore Charles by their advice added to the commiffioa of re- 
gency La Chau, a Flemifli gentleman, and afterwards Amerftorf 
a nobleman of Holland ; the former diflinguiflied for his addrefs ; 
the latter for his firmnefs. Ximenes, though no ftranger to the 
malevolent intention of the Flemifh courtiers,, received them 
with all the external marks of diftindlion due to the office with, 
^hich they were invefted ; but when they came to enter upon 
bufinefs, he abated nothing of that air of fuperbritywith.which 
he had treated Adrian, and ftill retained the fole direction of 
affairs.. The Spaniards^ more averfe, perhaps, than any other 

people: 
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people to the government of (Irangers, approved of all his efforts 
to preferve his authority ; and even the nobles, influenced by ^ 
this national paflion, and forgetting their jealoufies and difcon- tains the di. 
tents, chofe rather to fee the fupreme power in the hands of one f^us. 
of their countrymen, whom they feared, than in thofe of 
foreigners^ whom they hated, 

XiMENEs, though engaged in fuch great fchemes of domefKc His fuccef f^ii 
policy, and embarraffed by the artifices and intrigues of the varrc. 
Flemifh minifters, had the burden of two foreign wars to fup- 
port. The one was in Navarre, invaded by its unfortunate 
monarch, John d*Albret The death of Ferdinand, the abfence 
of Charles^ and the difcord and difaffedion which reigned among 
the Spanifh nobles, feemed to prefcnt him with a favourable 
opportunity of recovering his dominions. The Cardinal's vigi- 
lance, however, defeated a meafure fo well concerted. Fore- 
feeing the danger to which that kingdom might be expofed, one 
of his firft a£ts of adminiftration was to order thither a.confide- 
rable body of troops. While the king was employed with one 
part of his army in the fiege of St. Jean Pijsd en Port, Villalva, 
an officer of great experience and courage, attacked the other by 
furprize, and cut it to pieces. The king inftantly retreated 
with precipitation, and an end was put to the war'. But 
as Navarre was filled at that time with towns and cafUes, (lightly 
fortified, and weakly garrifoned, which being unable to refift an 
enemy, ferved only to fumifh him with places of retreat; 
Ximenes, always bold and decifive in his meafures, ordered 
every one of thefe to be difmantled, except Pampeluna, the for- 
tifications of which he propofed to render very ftrong. To this 
uncommon precaution Spain owes the polfeflion of Navarre. 

' P« Mart. Ep. $70. 
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The French, fince that period, have 6ften entered, arid have as^ 
often over-run the op6ri country; but ^hile they ifrere expofed 
to all the inconveniencies attending an invading afmy,* the- 
Spaniards have eafily drawn troops ftx>m the neighbcftirit% pifo- 
vinces to oppofe them ; and tlie French, being dd^tufe of ftrbng: 
towns to which they could retire, have been obliged to abandoa^ 
their conqueft with as much rapidity as they gained it 

Mis opera- The war which he carried 6n ia Africa, againft the famoua- 

kfiTfort^m sidventurer Home Barbaroffa, who, from a private corfair, raifed" 
himfelf by his fingular valour and addrefs, to be king of Algiers 
and Tunis, was far from being equally fuccefsful. The ill con- 
duit of the Spanifh general, and the rafh valour of his troop's^ 
prefented Barbarofla with an eafy vi6tory» Many perifhed in 
the batde, more in the retreat, and the remainder returned into 
Spain covered with infamy* The magnanimity, however, with 
which the Cardinal bore this difgrace, the oiily one he dxpe— 
rienced during his adminiftration, added new Fullre to his cha- 
racter*. Great compofiire of temper linder a difappointment, . 
was not expefted from a man fo remarkable for the eagemefs- 
and impatience with which he urged oa the execution of all his^ 
ichemes. ' 

c tJonof This difafter was fooa forgotten; while the condiiiSE of the* 
the Ficmiih Flemifh court proved the caufe of conftant uneafinefs, not only 

Biiniflersy par- r^ » ^ • 

licuiarly of to the Cardinal, but to the whole Spanifli nation. All the great 
quaRties of Chievres, the prime minifter and favourite of the 
young king, were fullied with an ignoble and fordid avarice^ 
The accefliDn of his mailer to the cro^traof Spain, opened a new^ 

* Gometias, lib. vi^ p. 1 79, 

and 
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md copious fource for the gratification of this paffion. During Book I. 
the time of Charles'is refidence in Flanders, the whole tribe of ' 

pretenders to offices or to favour reforted thither. They fooa 
difcorered that, without the patrpnage of Chievres, it was vain 
to hope for preferment ; nor did they want fagacity to find out 
the proper method of fecuring him- Vaft fums of money were 
drawn out of Spain. Every thing was venal, and difpofed of to 
the higheft bidden After the example of Chievres, the inferior 
Flemilh minifters engaged in this traffick, which became as gene- 
ral and avowed»> as it Was infamous \ The Spaniards were filled* 
with rage when they beheld offices of great importance to the 
welfere of their country, fet to fale by ftrangers, unconcerned for 
its honour or its happinefs» Ximenes, difinterefted in his whole- 
adminiffiration, and a ftranger, from his native grandeur of 
mind, to the paffion of avarice, inveighed with the utmoft bold-- 
nefs againft the venality of the Flemings. He reprefentcd to 
the King in ftrong terms, the murmurs and indignation whichr 
tiieir behaviour excited among a free and high-fpirited people^ 
and befought him to fet out without lofs of time for Spain, that,. 
6y hisprefence, he might diflipate the clouds which were gather— 
mg all over the kingdom "• 

Charles was fully fenfible that he had delayed too long ta Charles per* 
take pofleffion of his dominions in Spain, Powerful obftades^r xfmencs^a. 
Jiowever, flood in his way, and detained him inithe LowCoun- ^*^'^P*»'^ 
taries. The war which the league\of Cambray had kindled in 
Italy, ftill fubfifted ; though, during its courfe, the armies of all 
Ae parties engaged in it, had taken difi'erent dire£tionSv France 
was now in alliance with Venice, which it had at firft combined 
tf> deftroy. Maximilian and Ferdinand had for ibme years car-»- 

^ MiaiSLMLf Contio. 1. i. c. 2«. ^ » P. Mart. Ep, 576* 

nedt 
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ricd on hoflilities againft France, their original ally, to the valour^ 
of whofe troops the confederacy owed all its fuccefs. Together 
with his kingdoms, Ferdinand tranfmitted this war to his grand- 
fon; and there was reafon to expe(3: that Maximilian, always 
fond of new enterprizes, would perfuade the young monarch to 
enter into it with ardour. But the Flemings, who had long 
poflefled an extenfive commerce, which during the league of* 
Cambray, had grown to a great height upon the ruins of the 
Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture with France; andChievres, 
lagacious to difcern the true intereft of his country, and not 
warped on this occafion by his love of wealth, warmly declared 
for maintaining peace with the French nation. Francis I.' 
deftitute of allies, and folicitous to fecure his late conquefts in 
Italy by a treaty, liftened with joy to the firft overtures of accom- 
modation. Chievres himfelf condu(3:ed the negociation in name 
of Charles. BoufFer appeared as plenipotentiary for Francis. 
Each of them had prefided over the education of the prince* 
whom he reprefented. They had both adopted the fame pacific 
fyftem; and were equally perfuaded that the union of the two 
monarchs was the happieft event for themfelves, as well as for 
their kingdoms. In fuch hands the negociation did not languifh. 
cio^ whh ^ ^^^ ^^y^ ^^^^ opening their conferences at Noyon, they con- 
France, eluded a treaty of confederacy and mutual defence between the 
js°i6.'^' two monarchs; the chief articles in which were, that Francis 
fhould give in marriage to Charles his eldeft daughter, the prin- 
cefs Louife, an infant of a year old, and as her dowry, fhould 
make over to him all his claims and pretenfions upon the king- 
dom of Naples ; that in confideration of Charles's being already 
in poflfefBon of Naples, he fhould till the accomplifhment of the 
marriage, .pay an hundred thoufand crowns a year to the French 

.king; 
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Hng; and the half of that fum annually, as long as the prinCfefs Book L 
had no children ; that when Charles (hall arrive in Spain, the -^ ~'~ ^ 
heirs of the king of Navarre may reprefent to him their right 
to that kingdom ; and if he do not give them fatisfadion, Francis 
fliall be at liberty to aflift them with all his forces "". This 
alliance not only united Charles and Francis, but obliged Maxi>- 
milian, who was unable alone to cope with the French and 
Venetians, to enter into a treaty with thofe powers, which put a 
final period to that bloody and tedious war which the league 6f 
Cambray had occafioned, Europe enjoyed a few years of uni- 
verfal tranquillity, and wa$ indebted for that bleffing to two 
princes, whofe rivalihip and ambition kept it in perpetual dis- 
cord and agitation during the remainder of their reigns. 

By the treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured a fafe paflage into The Fleming* 
Spain. It was not, however, the intereft of his Flemifh mint- Chariet's vUk 
fters, that he (hould vifit that kingdom foon. While herefided ^^ ^*'"- 
in Flanders, the revenues of the Spanifli crown were fpent there, 
and they engrofled, without any competitors^ all the effc€ts of 
their monarch's generofity; their country became the feat of 
government, and all favoura were difpenfed by them. Of all 
thefe advantages, they run the rifque of feeing themfelves 
deprived, from the moment that their fovereign entered Spain. 
The Spaniards would naturally affume the diredion of their own 
affairs ; the Low Countries would be confidered only as a pro- 
vince of that mighty monarchy; and they who now diftributed 
the favours of the prince to others, muft then be content to receive 
them from the hands of ftrangers. But what Chievres chiefly -^f^*^ ®' 
wifhed to avoid was, ah interview between the king and Ximenes. 
On the one hand, the wifdom, the integrity, and the magnani- 



^ Leonard Recueil des Traitezi torn. ii. 69. 
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mlty of that prelate, gave him a wonderful afcendant aver the 
aninds of men ; and it was extremely probable, rthefe great. quali«- 
ties, added to the reverence due to his age and office, would 
command the refpeft of a young prince, who, capable of noble 
and generous ientiments himfelf, would, in proportion to hia 
admiration of the Cardinars virtues, leflen his defefence towards 
pcrfons of. another charader. Or^ on the other handj if Charles 
{ftxould allow his, Flemifh favourites to retain all the influence over 

m 

his councils which they at prefent poffeffed, it was eafy to fore- 
fee that the Cardinal would remonflrate loudly againfl: fuch an 
indignity to the Spaniih nation, and vindicate the rights of his 
country with th^e lame intrepidityandfuccefs, that hehadaflerted 
the prerogatives of the crown. ?For thcfe reafbns, all his Flemifh 
counfellors combined to retard his departure; and Charles, unfuf* 
picious, from want of experience, and fond of his native coim^ 
try, fufFercd himfelf to be unneceflarily detained in the Ncther- 
Ilands a.whole year after riigning the trea,ty of Noyon* 

^ 5 J7. Th e repeated intrcaties of Ximenes, the advice of his grand- 

S'k'^*"** -father Maximilian, and the impatient murmurs of his Spaniih 
Sptin. fubjeds, prevailed on him at laft to embark. He was attended 

not only by Chievres, his prime minifter, but by a numerous 
and fplendid train of the Flemifli nobles, fond of beholding the 
grandeur, or of Iharing in the boifnty of their prince. After a 
Sept. 13^ dangerous voyage, he landed at Villa Viciofa, in the province of 
Allurias, and was received with fuch loud acclamations of joy, 
as a new monarch, whofe arrival was fo ardently defired, had 
leafon to exped. The Spanifh nobility reforted to their fove- 
reign from all p^uts of the kingdom, and difplayed a magni- 
ficence which the Flemings were unable to emulated 

1 P. Maru Ep. $99. 6oif 
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# 

XiM»NES| who confidercd theprefence of the king as the B«>oK I. 
greateft bleffing to his dominionSf was advancing towards the ^ pf o^ 
coa^9 as faft a6 the infirm ftate of his health would permit^ in minifien en- 
o^r to receive him* During his r^ency, and notwithfianding prevent an in- 
his extreme old age, he abated, ift no degree, the rigour or fre- jaJmcncsT" 
qtiency c^his iiK>nifications; and to thefe he added fuch laborious 
afliduity in buflnefs, as would have worn out the moft youth- 
ful and vigorous conftitution. Every day he employed feveral 
hours in devotion ; he celebrated mais in perfon ; he even allotted 
f6me ipace for ihidy, Notwithftanding thefe occupations he regu«» 
larly attended- the ooubcil; he received and read all paq[>ers pre^ 
(^ted to him; he dilated letters and inftru&ions ; and took 
uiidw hie infpeftibn all bufmefs, civil, eoclefiaftical^ or military^. 
Every momeneof his time was filled up with fome ferious em- 
ploymfinf« 'iThe only anrafemem in which he indulged himfelf 
by way of rdaocatioi^i after bufinefs, wasr to canvafst vritb a few* 
firiars: and diirines^ ibmc intncate article in fcholaitic thec4ogy« 
Waffaed by fush: a amtCe of life, the infirmities of age daily* 
grMr upon him. On hia journey, a vident difcurder feized 
huaatt Boa £quiUos,aMeiided with unccMiUJQkonfy j which 

hisi £»llowcrs confideoed as the effe^ of poifoti ', hut could- not 
agme wlmiier liie crme ought to be iihputed to the hatred 
of t&e^SpaaaiflL noUtSii or to the malice q{ the Flemii^ courtiers. 
Thia aocideht obliging him to flop fliort^ he wrote to Charles, Charleses la* 
and with hift ufiaal bcidnefe ad^fed him to difmifs aU the ftran- gJi^i.^ 
gers iiiilxis train, whofe numbers and ccedit gave ofience already 
to the Spaniards^ and would ere long alienate the a^S^ions ^ 
the whole people* At the fiune time,, he earnefUy defired to 
have aa interview vrith the king, that he might inform him of 
the ftate of the nation, and the temper of his fubjeds* To pre-* 

V * Mioiana^ Contln. lib. !• c. 3* 

Vol* n. G vent 
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Book I. vent this^ not only tlie Flemings, but the Spanilh grandees^ 
^ ^~—^ employed all their addrefs, and induftrioufly kept Charles at a 
diilance from Aranda, the place to which the Cardinal h^d 
removed. Through tlicir fi^geftions, every meafure that he 
recommended was rejeded; the utmoft core was taken to 
make him fccly and to point out to the whole nation, that his 
power was on the decline; even in tilings purely trivial, fuch a ; 
choice was always made, as was deemed mod difagreeable to 
him. Ximcncs did not bear this treatment with his ufual for-- 
titude of fpirit. Confcious of his own integrity and merit, he 
expefted a more grateful return from a prince, to whom he 
delivered a kingdom more flourifhing than it had been in any 
£3rmer age, and authority more extenfive and better eftabliihedt 
than the moft illuflxious of his anceftors had ever poflfefled. He 
could not, therefore, on many occafions, . refrain from giving 
vent to his indignation and complaints. He lamented the fate 
of his country, and foretold the calanuties it would fuffer &om 
the infoletice, the rapacioufnefs, and ignorance of ftrangers. 
While his mind was agitated by thefe pafiions, he received a letter 
from the king, in which, after a few cold and formal expreflions 
df regard, he was allowed to retire to his diocefe; that after a life 
of fuch continued labour, he might end his days in tranquillity. 

Hit deaik This meflkge proved i&tal to Ximenes. His haughty mind, it is 
probable, would not furvive difgrace; perhaps his generous 
heart could not bear the profpeft of the misfortunes ready to fall 
on his country. Whichfoever of thefe opinions we embrace, 

Nor. 9. certain it is that he expired a few hours after reading the letter *. 
The variety, the grandeur, and the fuccefs of hb fchemes, during 
a regency of only twenty months, leave it doubtful, whether his 

t Mar&llier Vie de Xlmenes> p. 447. Gometius lib. vii. p. 206, &c. Baudier Hift^ de 
Ximen. p. 2cS. 
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'•fiigacity in council, his prudence in conduct, or his boldnefs in Book L 
execution, defervc the greateft praife. His reputation is ftill ^'^'^^^ 
high in Spain, not only for wifdom, but for fanftity ; and he is 
the only prime minifter mentioned in hiftory, whom his contem- 
poraries reverenced as a faint % and to whom the people under 
his govefnment afcribed the power of working miracles. 

Soon after the death of Ximenes, Charles made his publick _ 15 '8. 

^ Cortes held 

entry, with great pomp, into Valladolid, whither he had fun;- at Vaiudoiid. 

.moned the Cortes of Caftile. Though he aflumcd on all occa- 
Cons the name of king, that title had never been acknowledged 

. in the Cortes. The Spaniards coniidering Joanna as poffefled of 
the fole right to the crown, and no example of a fon's having 
enjoyed the title of king during the life of his, parents occurring 
in their hiftory, the Cortes difcovered all that fcrupulous refpeft 
for ancient forms, and that averfion to innovation, which are 

. confpicuous in popular affemblies. The prefence, however, qf 
their prince, the addrefs, the artifices, and the threats of his 
piinifters, prevailed on them at laft to declare him king, in con- Declaim 
jundkion with his mother, whofe name they app<Hnted to be c***^^«W» 
placed before that of her fon in all publick ads; and declared 
that, if at any future period {he fhould recover the exercifp of 

. reafon, the whole royal authority fhould return into her hands. 

. At the fame time, they voted a free gift of fix hundred thoufand 
ducats to be paid in three years, a fum more confiderable than 
had ever been granted to any former monarch **• 

Notwithstanding this obfequioufnefs of the Cortes to Dircontentof 
the will of the king, the moft violent fymptoms of diflfatisfadipn ^od tliccaafcs 
with his government began to break out in the kingdom. °^*^ 

• Flecbier, VkdcXimen. ii. 746. ^ Miiuaiii» Contin. lib. i. c. 3. 

p. Marl. Bp. 6oS. Sandov. p.* 1 2. 
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Book I. Chievres had acquired over the mind of the young monarch the 
afcendant not only cfa tutor, but of a parent. Gharles feemed 
to hare no fenthnents but thoTe i^ich his minifter infpired, and 
fcarce uttered a word but what he put into his mouth* Me m^s 
conftantly furrounded by Flemings; no peribn^got accefe to him 
* without their permi^Gon ; nor was any admitted to audience but 
in their prefcnce. As he fpoke the Spaniih language very imper- 
feftly, his anlwers were always extremely fliort, and often deli- 
vered with hefitation. . From all thefe circumftances, many of 
the Spaniards were led to believe that he was a prince of a flow 
and narrow genius; fome pretended to difcover a ftrongrefem- 
blance between him and his mother, and began to whifper that 
his capacity for government would never be far fuperior to hers; 
and though they who had the beft opportunity of judging con- 
cerning his charafter, maintained, that notwithftanding fuch[ 
unpromifing appearances, he pofieffed a large fund of knowledge 
and fagacity*; yet all agreed in condemning his partiality 
towards his countrymen, and his attachment to his favourites 
as unreafonable and immoderate. Unfortunately for Charles^ 
thefe favourites were unworthy of his confidence. To amafe 
wealth feems to have been their only aim; and as they had rea- 
fon to fear^ that either their mafter^s good fenfe, or the indigna- 
tion of the Spaniards, might foon abridge their power, they 
haftened to improve the prefent opportunity, and their avarice 
was the more rapacious, becaufe they expected ^their authority 
to be of no long duration. All honours, offices and benefices^ 
were either engroHed by the Flemings, or publicldy fold by 
them. Chievres, bis wife, and Sauvagj?, whom Charles, on the 
death of Ximenes, had imprudently raifed to be chancellor of 
Caftilc, vied with each other in all the refinements of extortion 

« Sacdoval, p» 31. P. Mart. Ep. 65^. 

and 
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.and venality. Not only the Spanilh hiftorkns, who* from re- Book I. 
fentment, may be fufpeded of exaggeration, but Peter Martyr ""^"^^ 
Angleria, an Italian, who refided at that time in the court of 
£pami.and 'who was imder no temptation to deceiye the perfons 
to wiiom ihis letters are addrefied, give a defcdption which is 
•almoftiinaedible,.of the iiifatiable and fhamielefs covetoufhefs of 
the £lemings. According to Angleria's calculation^ which he 
.afiem to be extremely moderate, they xemitted into the Low 
Countries, in the fpaceof ten months, no lefsa ifim than a mil- 
lion and one hundred idioufand ducats. The nomination (kf 
'William de^Croy, ChievrcsV nephew, a yoimg mannot of cano- 
nical age, to the Archbifhoprkk of Toledo, exafperated the 
Spaniards »more than all thefe ex^M^ons. They coniidered the 
elevation of a ibanger to the head of their church, and to the 
arich<il benefice in the kingdom, not onlya^ an injury, but as 
an infult to 'the whole nation; and- both clergy and laity, the 
former from intereft, the latter from indignation, joined in ^ 
* exclaiming againft it ^ 

Charles leaving Caftile thus difgufted with his adminiftra- Charles holds 
tiwi, fet out for SaragdfTa, the capital of Aragon, that he might Arragon. 
be prefcnt in the Cortes of that kingdom. ^ On his way tliither, 
he took leave of his brother Ferdinand, whom he fent into 
Germany on the pretence of vifiting their grandfather, Maxi- 
imilian, in his old age. To this prudent precaution, Charles 
tOwed the preservation of his Spaniflx dominions. During the 
yiolent comtnotions which arofe there foon after this period, 
the Spaniards would infill Jbly have offered the crown to a 
prince, who was (he ^iarling of the whole nation; nor did 

•«Sattd<M^, 28-^31. P. Mart* Ep. 6o?> 6ii, 613, 614, 622, 623, 639. Miniana, 
Contin. lib. i. c. 3. p. 8. 
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SooK I. Ferdiimnd wiat ambition, or counfellors, that would haw 
'^ ' prompted him to accept of the oflFer *. 

The Arngo- '^"^ Aragoncfc had not hitherto acknowledged Chslrles as 
nefc mofCBo. king, noT would they allow the Cortes to be affembled in his 

tnOable thao . 

the Caiiilums. namc, but in that of the Juftiza, to whom, during an inter- 
regnum, this prml^ne'belonged \ The oppoiition Charles had 
to ftruggle with in the Cortes of Aragon, was more violent and 
obflinate than that which he had overcome in Caftile; after 
long. delays, however, and with much difficulty, he perfuaded 
the members to confer on him the title of king, in conjundHon 
^th his mother. At the lame time he bound himfelf by that 
iblemn oath, which the Aragonefe exaded of their king, never 
•to violate ai>y of their rights or liberties. When a donative was 
demanded, the members were ftill more intradabk; many 
months elapfed before they would agree to grant Charles two 
hundred thoufand ducats, and that fum they appropriated fo 
ftriftly for paying debts of the crown, which had long been for- 
gotten, that a very fmall part of it came into the King's hands. 
What had happened in Caftile taught them caution, and deter- 
mined them rather to fatisfy the claims of their fclk)w citizens, 
how obfolete foever, than to furnifh ftrangers the means of en- 
jrichingthemfelves with the fpoils of their country *• 

DuR 1 NG thefe proceedings of the Cortes, ambafTadors arrived 
at Saragoffa from Francis I. and the young king of Navarre, 
demanding the reftitution of that kingdom in terms of the treaty 
of Noyon. But neither Charles, nor the Caftilian nobles whom 
lie confulted on this occafion, difoovered any inclination to part 

« p. Martyr. Ep. 619. Ferreras, viii. 460. ' ?• Martjrr, Ep. 605. 

K P. Martjr, Ep. 615—634. 
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with this acquUition. A conference held foon after at Mont- 
pelier, in order to bring this matter to an amicable iflue, was 
altogether fruitlcfs ; and while the French urged the injuftice of 
the ufurpation» the Spaniards were attentive only to its impor-^ 
tance \ 

Erom Aragon^ Charles proceeded to Catalonia, where h% iji^* • 
wafted as much time, encountered more difficulties, and gained, 
lefs money. The Flemings were now become fo odious in every, 
province of Spain by their exadlions, that the defire of mortify- 
ing them, and of difappointing their avarice, augmented the 
j^ealoufy with which a free people ufually conduft their dclihe^ 
rations. 

The Caftilians, who had felt moft fenfibly the weight and. Combinatimi 
rigour of the oppreffive fchemes, carried on by the Flemings^ liansagaioii 
refolved no longer to fubmit with a tamenefs fatal to themfelves,. mhiift»TJ 
and which rendered them the obje&s of fcorn among the. reft o£ 
the Spaniards. Segovia, Toledo, Seville, and feveral other cities 
of the firft rank, entered into a confederacy for the defence of 
their rights and privileges; and notwithftanding Uie filence of 
the nobility, who, on this, occafion, difcovered neither the publick 
fpir it, nor the refolution which became their order, they laid before 
the king a full view of the flate of the kingdom, and of the mal- 
adminiftration of his favourites. The preferment of ftrangers ; . 
the exportation of the current coin; the increafe of taxes, were, 
the grievances of which they chiefly complained; and of thefe. 
they demanded redrefs with that boldnefs, which is natural to a. 
free people. Thefe remonftrances, prefented at firft at Saragofla^ 
and renewed afterwards at Barcelona, Charles treated with great 

k p. Martyr, Bp^ 605, 633.. 640. 
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Book I. negleAa The confederacy, however, of thefe cities at this June* 

* ' ^ ture^ was the begirfiririg of that famous union among the 

commons of Caftile, wtii<sh not long after threw the kingdoni 

into fuch violent cdnvulfibns, (hook the throne^ and almoil 

overturned the conftitution *. 

Soon after Charles's arrival at Barcelona, he received the 
account of an event which mterefted him much more than th^ 
murmurs of the Caftilians, or the fcruples of the Clortes of Cata- 
Dcathofthc lonia. This was the death of the Emperor Maximilian; an 
Nfajmr^Hao. Occurrence of fmall importance in itfetf, fbr he was a prince' 
January ii. confpi^uous neither for his virtucsi his po^er, nor his abilities;., 
but rendered by its confequences more memorable than any that 
had happened during feveral ages. It broke that profound and 
univerfal peace which then reigned in the Chriftian world; it 
excited a rivalfhip betweai two princes, which threw all Europe 
into agitation^ aiid kindled wars more general, and' of longer 
. duration^ than hiid hitherto been known in modern tinies^ 

The revolutions occaiioned by the expedition of the French 
king, Charles VHI. iht6 Htzlfj had infptred the European princei^ 
with new ideasr concerning the Importance of die Imperial dig^ 
liity. The ck ' 'tis t>f the Emph« upon fortte of the Italian ftates 
were numerous ; its jurifdiiEtion over othfers was cKteafive; and 
though the former had been almoft abandoned, and the latter 
feldom exercifed, under priilces of no abilities^ and of little influ- 
ence, it was obvious, that in the hands dF an Emperor poflfefTed 
of power or genitls, tfiey would be employed as engines for 
ftretching his dominion over tiie greater part of thit country. 
Even Maxim%:an, feeble and imfteady ss his condiid always 

* P. Martyr> £p, 630. Ferreits, Tifi* 4644 
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"was, had availed himfelf of the infinite prctenfions of the Empire, 
and had reaped advantage from every war and every ncgoc iatloii 
in Italy during his reign. Thefe confiderations, added to thr. 
dignity of the ftation, confefledly the firfl among Chriftiau 
princes, and to the rights inherent in the office, which, if exerted 
with vigour, were far from being inconfiderablc, rendered tlic 
Imperial crown more than ever an objed of ambition* 

Not long before his death, Maximilian had dlfcovered great M.iximii'^^a 
folicitude to preferve this dignity in the Auftrian family, and to Jjoyrgj^j*;^} 
procure the king of Spain to be chofen his fucceflbr. But he cure the im- 
himfelf having never been crowned by the Pope, a ceremony Uhh graiX 
deemed eflfential in that age, was confidered only as Emperor ^°"- 
ele^; and though hiftorians did not attend to that diftindlion, 
neither the Italian nor German chancery beftowed any other 
title upon him than that of King of the Romans ; and no exam- 
ple occurring in hiftory of any perfon's being chofen a fucceflbr 
to a king of the Romans, the Germans, always tenacious of their 
forms, and unwilling to confer upon Charles an office for . 
which their conffitution knew no name, objftinately refufcd to 
gratify Maximilian in that point *". 

By his death, this difficulty was at once removed, and Charles Charles and 
openly afpired to that dignity which his grandfather had competitors 
attempted, without fuccefs, to fecure for him. At the fame time, ^^nhc empire. 
Francis I. a powerful rival, entered the lifts againft him ; and the 
attention of all Europe was fixed upon this competition, no lefs 
illuftrious from the high rank of the candidates, than from the . 
importance of the prize for which they contended. Each of 
them urged his pretenfions with fanguine expectations, and with 

^ Guicciariini, lib. 13. p. i ;. Hi(!. Gener. d'AlIemagne, pir P. Barrc, torn, vi i. pnrt i. 
p. io«7. P. licuitr, Rcr. Auftr. lib. vii. c, 17. .179. lib. viii, c. 2. p. 183. 
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Book I. no unpromifingprofpedlof fuccefs. Charles confidered thelmperiat 
,J *! ^ crown as belongine; to him of right, frqm its lonp continuance 

Pretcnfions ^ . . . 

and hopes of in the Auftrian line; he knew that none of the German princes 
poflefled power or influence enough to appear as his antagonift; 
he flattered himfelf, that no confideration would induce the 
natives of Germany to exalt any foreign prince to a dignity, 
which during fo many ages had been deemed peculiar to their 
own nation ; and leafl of all, that they would confer this honour 
upon Francis I. the fovereign of a people whofe genius, and 
iaws, and manners, differed fo widely from thofe of the Germans, 
that it was fcarce poflible to efl:ablifh any cordial union between 
them; he truftcd not a little to the efFcd: of Maximilian's nego-- 
ciations, which though they did not attain their end, had pre- 
pared the minds of the Germans for his elevation to the imperial 
throne; but what he relied on as his chief recommendation, 
was the fortunate fituation of his hereditary dominions in Ger- 
many, which ferved as a natural barrier to the Empire againft the 
encroachments of the Turkifli power. The conquefts, the abili- - 
ties, and the ambition of Sultan Selim II. had fpread over Europe, 
at that time, a general and well founded alarm. By his vidories 
over the Mamalukes, and the extirpation of that gallant body of 
men, he had not only added Egypt and Syria to his empire, but 
had fecured to it fuch a degree of internal tranquillity, that he 
was ready to turn againft Ghriftendom the whole force of his 
arms, which nothing had hitherto been able to refift : The moft 
effectual expedient for flopping the progrefs of this torrent, . 
feemed to be the eleftion of an Emperor, poflefltd of extenfive ^ 
territoriies in that country, where its firft impreflion would be 
felt, and who, befides, could combat this formidable enemy with 
all the forces of a powerful monarchy, and with all the wealth 
furitiftied by the mines of the new world, or the commerce of 
ihe Low Countries* Thefe were the arguments by which: 

8. C3iaxle8 
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Charles piiblickly fupported his claim; and to men of integrity Book L 
and reflcdion, they appeared to be not only plaufible, but con- 
vincing. He did not, however, truft the fuccefs of his caufe to 
thefe alone. Great fums of money were remitted from Spain; 
ail the refinements and artifice of negociation were employed; 
and a confiderable body of troops kept on foot by the ftates of 
the Circle of Suabia, was fecretly taken into his pay. The venal 
were gained by prefents; the objediions of the more fcrupulous 
were anfwered or eluded; and fome feeble princes were threatened 
and over-awed '. 

On the other hand, Francis fupported his claim with equal of Francis; 
eagernefs, and no lefs confidence of its being well founded. His 
emiflaries contended that it was now high time to convince the 
Princes of the houfe of Auftria that the Imperial crown was 
eledive, and not hereditary ; and that other perfons might afpire 
to an honour which their arrogance had come to regard as the 
property of their family; that it required a fovereign of mature 
judgment, and of approved abilities, to hold the reins of govern- 
ment in a country where fuch unknown opinions concerning 
religion had been publifhed, as had thrown the minds of men 
into an uncommon agitation, which threatened the moft violent 
efFedts ; that a young prince, without experience, and who had 
hitherto given no fpecimens of his genius for command, was 
no equal match for Selim, a monarch, grown old in the art of 
war, and in the courfe of victory; whereas a king, who in 
his early youth had triumphed over the valour and difciplinc 
of thp Swifs, till then reckoned invincible, would be an anta- 
gonift not unworthy of the Conqueror of the Eaft; that the 

'Gdic. lib. 13. i59« Sletdan, HiS. of the Reformat. 14. Stravii Corp. Hid. German. 
iiii^?!! Not. 20, 
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Book I. fire and impetuofity of the French cavalry, added to the difci- 
' ""^ pline and ftability of the German infantry, would form an 
army fo irrefiftible, that inftead of waiting the approach of 
the Ottoman forces, it might carry hoftilities into the heart 
of their dominions ; that the eledion of Charles would be in- 
confiftent with a fundamental conftitution, by which the perfon 
who holds the crown of Naples, is excluded from afpiring to 
the Imperial dignity ; that his elevation to that honour would 
foon kindle a war in Italy, on account of his pretenfions to the 
dutchy of Milan, the efFedls of which could not fail of reach- 
ing the Empire, and might prove fatal to it™. But while his 
ambafladors enlarged upon thefe and other topicks of the fame 
kind, in all the courts of Germany, Francis, fenfible of the 
prejudices entertained againft him as a foreigner, unacquaint- 
ed with the German language or manners,, endeavoured 
to overcome thefe, and to gain the favour of the princes by 
immenfe gifts, and by infinite promifes. As the expeditious 
method of tranfmitting money, and the decent mode of conveying 
a bribe by bills of exchange was then little known, the French 
ambafladors travelled with a train of horfes loaded with treafurc, 
an equipage not very honourable for that prince by whom they 
were employed, and infamous for thofc to whom they were fent \ 

yi<!v^8anci The other European princes could not remain indiff'erent 

cHh^cr lUtes. fp;:£kators of a contcft, the decifion of which fo nearly afFedted 
them. Their common intcreft ought naturally to have formed 
a general combination, in order to difappoint both competitors, 
and to prevent either of them from obtaining fuch a pre- 
eminence in power and dignity, as might prove dangerous to the 
liberties of Europe. But the ideas with refpedt to a proper diftri- 

m Goicc. lib. I J. ifo. Slcid. p. i6. Gccr. Sabini dc deft. Car. V. KUloria apud. 
Scardii Script. Rer. German, vol. ii. p. 4. 
a Memoires de Maiech. de FleuraDgcs, p. 296. 
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bution and balance of power were fo lately introduced into the 
fyftem of European policy, that they were not hitherto objects 
of fufficient attention. The paffions of fome princes, the want 
of forefight in others, and the fear of giving offence • to the 
candidates, hindered fuch a falutary union of the powers of 
Europe, and rendered them either totally negligent of the 
publick fafety, or kept them from exerting themfelves with, 
vigour in its behalf. 

Th e Swifs Cantons, though they dreaded the elevation of either Of tlw Swifi, 
of the contending monarchs, and though they wifhed to have 
feen fome prince whofe dominions were lefs extenfive, and whofe 
power was more, moderate, feated on the Imperial throne, were 
prompted, however, by their hatred of the French nation, to give 
an open preference to the prctenfions of Charles, while they 
ufed their utmoft influence to fruftrate thofc of Francis \. 

The Venetians eafily difcerned, that it was the intereft of OfthcVcne*- 
their republick to have both the rivals fet afide ; but their jea- "**"' 
loufy of the houfe of Auftria, whofe ambition and neighbourhood- 
had been fatalto their grandeur, would not permit them to a£t 
up to their own ideas, and led them haftily to give the fandlion 
of their approbation to thie claim of the French king. . 

. It was equally the intereft, and more in the power of Henry or Htm/ 
VJII. of England, to prevent either Francis or Charles from ^ * 
acquiring a dignity which would raife them fo far above othei^ 
monarchs. But though Henry often boafted, that he held the 
balance of Europe in his. hand, he had neither the fteady atten- 
tion, the accurate difcernment, nor the difpaflionate temper 
which that delicate function required. On this occafion it mor- 
tified his v^raity fo much, to fee himfelf excluded from that noble 

■ • •■ ■ / 

8 Salinus, p. 6» . 
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Book I. competition which refleded fuch honour upoa the two anUgoaiibi 
^ '^. ^ that he took the refoUition of fendiag an ambaffador into Ger- 
many, and of declaring himfelf a candidate for the Imperial 
throne. The ambaflador, though loaded with carefles by the 
German princes and the Pope's nuncio, informed his mafter, that 
he could hope for no fuccefe in a cUim which he had been fo late 
in preferring ; and Heory, imputing his difeppointment to that 
circumftance alone, and foothed with this oftentatious difplay of 
his own importance, feems to have taken no farther part in the 
matter, cither by contributing to thwart both his rivals, or to 
promote one of them ^. 

Of Leo X. Leo X. a pontiff no lefs renowned for his political abilities, 

than for his love of the arts, was the only prince of the age who 
obferved the motions of the two contending monarchs with a 
prudent attention, or who difcovered a proper folicitude for the 
public fafety. The Imperial and Papal jurifdidion interfered in 
fo many inftances, the complaints of ufurpation were fo numer^ 
ous on both fides, and the territories of the church owed their 
fafety fo entirely to the weaknefs o£ their neighbours, and fo 
little to their own force, that nothing was fo formidable to the 
court of Rome as an Emperor of extenfive power, or of enter- 
prizing genius. Leo trembled at the profpedl of beholding the 
Imperial crown placed on the head of the king of Spain and of 
Naples, and the mafter of the new world; nor was he lefs afraid 
of feeing a king of France, who was duke of Milan and lord of 
Genoa, exalted to that dignity. He foretold that the election 
of either of them would be fatal to the independence of the holy 
fee, to the peace of Italy, and perhaps to the liberties of Europe. 
To oppofe them, however, required addrefs and caution in pro* 

# Memoires dc FleuraDges, 314. Herbert, Hift. of Henry VUI. 
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portion to the greatnefs of their power, and their opportunities Book I.\ 
of taking revenge, Leo was defeftive in neither* He fecretly *- -^ 
exhorted the German princes t6 place one of their own number 
on the Imperial throne, which many of them were capable of 
filling with honour; he put them in mind of the conftitution by 
which the Kings of Naples were for ever excluded from that 
dignity^; he warmly^xhorted the French King to perfift in his- 
claim, not from any defire that he fhould gain his end, but as . 
he forefaw that the Germans would be more difpofed to favour " 
the king of Spain, he hoped that Francis himfelf, when he dif- 
covered his own chance of fuccefs to be defperate, would be* 
ftimulated by refentment and. the ipirit of rivalfhip, to concur * 
with all his^ intercft in raifmg fome third perfon to the head of ' 
the Empire ; or on the other hand, if Francis fhould make unex— 
pciEted ' progrefe, he did not doubt but that Charles would be* 
induced by fimilar motives to ad: the fame part; and thus by- 
prudence and attention, the mutual jealoufy of the two rivals ; 
might be fo dextroufly managed, as to difappoint both. But : 
this fchemc, the only one which a prince in Leo'fli fituation could' 
adopt, though concerted with great wifdom, was executed with> 
little difcretion. The French ambafladors in Germany fed their 
mafter with vain hoped ; the pope's nuncio, being gained by 
them, altogether forgot the inftru^ons he had received ; and 
Francis pdrfevered fo long and fo obftinately in urging his own. 
pretenfions^ as rendered all Leo's meafures abortive'. . 

Such were the hopes of the candidates, and the views of the* The diet < 
different princes, when the diet was opened according to form at j^^^^ ^^ 
Erankfort* The right of chufing an Emperor had long beea* 

1 Goldafti Ccnflitutiones Iniperialcst Francof. 1673. vol. i. 439« 
' Gnicciar^ lib. J 3. 161 • 

vcfted: 



56 



THE HEIGN OF THE 



Book L 



Views of the 
Eleaors. 



vcftcd in fevcn great princes, diftinguifhed by the name of Elec* 
tons, the origin of whofe office, and the nature and extent of 
their powers, have already been explained, Thefe were, at that 
time, Albert of Brandenburgh, archbifhop of Mentz ; Herman 
count de Wied, archbifhop of Cologne; Richard de GreifFen- 
klau, archbifhop of Treves ; Lewis, king of Bohemia ; Lewis, 
count Pal a tin. of the Rhine; Frederick, duke of Saxony; and 
Joachim L marquis of Brandenburgh. Notwithflanding the 
artful arguments produced by the ambafTadors of the two kings 
in favour of their rcfpedive maflers, and in fpite of all their 
folicitations, intrigues, and prefents, the Ele<9:ors did not forget 
that maxim on which the liberty of the German conflitutioa 
was thought to be founded. Among the members of the Ger- 
manick body, which is a great republick compofed of flates 
almofl independent, the firfl principle of patriotifm is to deprefs 
and limit the power of the Emperor; and of this idea, fo natural 
under fuch a form of government, a German politician feldom 
lofes, fight. No prince of confiderable power, or extenfive domi- 
nions, had for fome ages been raifed to the Imperial throne; and 
to this prudent precaution many of the great families in Ger- 
many owed the fplendor and independence which they had 
acquired during that period. To eleft either of the contending 
monarchs, would have been a grofs violation of that falutary 
maxim; would have given to the Empire a mafler, inflead of an 
head ; and would have reduced themfelves from the rank of 
equals, to the condition of fubjeds. 



OfFcr the 
iinperial 
crown to Fre- 
derick of 
Saxony, 



Full of thefe ideas, they all turned their eyes towards Frede- 
rick, duke of Saxony, a prince of fuch eminent virtue, and abi- 
lities, as to be diftinguifhed by the name of the Sage, and with 
one voice oflFered him the Imperial cirown. * He was not dazzled 

with 
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^ith diat objed, which monarchs £o far fuperior to Idm la Book L 
power courted with fuch eagemefs ; and after deliberatittg upoa *— ^"^"^ 
the matter a fhort time» he rejedied it with a magnamiaity and 
difintereftednefe, no lefs Angular than admirabk. Nothing, he whorejeeuit, 
obfervedy could be more impolitic, than an ohfliiasete adiienence to 
a maxim which, though found and jnift in manj xafes, was not 
jt|]plicaHle to ail. In times of tranquiUitf , iaild he, use vnOx for 
an Emperor who has not power to invade our liberties ; times off 
danger demand one who is able to fecure our fafety. The 
Turki^b armiaB, lod by a gallant and liridanoujs monaticb, are 
now aflembUng. Tbey are nadf to poor in opon Ganmany 
With a Ttolenoe unknown in fbnoer ages. New conjnaAunoa 
cali ior new cxpediefitSii The Imperial {ccptxe mud he com* 
HAittod to iome hand more pocrerfid than mine, or that of any 
other German forince. We pofleis neither dMainfons, nc^ reve« 
aiaet, nor anthorky which cnaUe ns to encoun;ier fiich a fomU 
daJble enemy. Kecoorfe muft be had in diis exigency to one of 
the riTal oionarcbs. £ach of them can bring into the ^di, 
, fisroes Aifficient &r our defence. Bvt as the king of Spain is of 
German eKU^ioo* as he is a member and prince of the empire 
by the territories which defcend Oohim ixaoL his grandfather; aa 
his dominions ftretch along that frontier which lies moft expofed 
to die enemy ; his claim is preferable, in my opinion, to that of 
a ifa-anger to our language^ to our blood, and to our country; 
and therefore I give my vote to confer on him the Imperial 
crown. 

This opinion, didated by fuch uncommon generofity, and ^ndrcfjfe any 
fupported by arguments io plaufihle, made a deep impreflion on ^hiri^^f^™. 
the Elediors. The king ©f Spain^s ambaffadors, fcnfible of the baiEidors. 
important fervice whidi Frederic bad done their mafter, fent 
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him a confiderable fum of money, as the firft token of that 
prince's gratitude. But he who had greatnefs of mind to refufe 
a crown, difdained to receive a bribe ; and upon their intreating 
that, at leaft, he would permit them to diftribute part of that 
fum among his courtiers, he replied, that he could not prevent 
them from accepting what fhould be offered, but whoever took 
a fingle floria fhould be difmifTed next morning from hi&< 
fervice '•. 

Further dcU- jhJq prince in Germany could now afpire to a dignity, which 
the chaors. Frederick had declined for reafons applicable to them all. It 
remained to make a choice between the two great competitors* 
JBut befides the prejudice in Charles's favour arifing from his* 
birth, and the fituation of his German dominions, he owed not as 
little to the abilities of the cardinal de Gurk, and the zeal of 
Erard de la Mark, bifhop of Liege, two of his ambafladors wha 
had conduced their negociations with more prudence and addrefs^ 
than tbofe entrufled by the French king. The former, who 
had long been the mindiler and favourite of Maximilian, was 
well acquainted with the art of managing the Germans ; and' 
the latter having been difappointed of a cardinal's hat by Francis, 

' p. Daniel, an hiAoriaa of con&lerablfr name, feems to call in queftion the truth of tbii 
account of Frederick's behavioury becaufe it is not mentioned by Georgius Sabinus in 
hts Hiftoty of the eledUon and coronation of Charfes V. torn. iti. p. 63. But no great UrcCr 
ought to be laid on an omiiSon in a fuperficial author^, whofe treatifcy though digniiieds 
with the name of hiflory, contains only fuch an account of the ceremonial of Charles's 
dedtion as is ufually publtlbed in Germany on like occaiions. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script.. 
V. 2. p. I. The teftimony of Erafrousy lib. 13. epift. 4. and that of Sleidan, p. 18. are 
•xprefs. Seckendorf in his Commentarius Hiftoricas & Apologeticus de Luiheranifmo, 
p. 121. has examined this fa6l with his ufual indulhy, and has eflabliflied its truth by thei 
moft undoubted evidence. To thefe teftimonies which he has colleded, I may add the 
depifive one of cardinal Cajetan, the pope's legate at Frankfort^ in his letter July 5th». 
1519. Epiflret an Princes, &c. recucllics par Rufcelli, traduifb par Bclforreft. Par. 
if7a, p. 60.. 
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employed all the malicious ingenuity with which the defirft of 
revenge infpires an ambitious mind, in thwarting the meafures 
of that monarch. The Spanifh party among the Electors daily 
gained ground; and even the Pope's nuncio, being convinced 
that it yras vain to make any farther oppofition, endeavoured to 
acquire fome merit with the future Emperor, by oflfering volun- 
tarily, in the name of liis matter, a difpenfation to hold the 
Imperialxrown in conjundion with that of Naples *• 

On the twenty-eighth of June, five months and ten days after 
the death of Maximilian, this important conteft, which had held 
all Europe in fufpence, . was decided. Six of the Electors had They chufe 
already declared for the king of Spain, and the archbifhop of C*'^'*" ««»- 
Treves, the only firm adherent to the French intereft, having at 
laft joined his brethren, Charles was by the unanimous voice of 
the Eledoral college raifed to the Imperial throne'. 

But though the Eledors confented, from various motives, 
to promote Charles to that high ftation, they difcovered at the 
fame time great jealoufy of his extraordinary power, and 
endeavoured, with the utmoft folicitude, to provide againft his '^^ *|^ "P^ 
encroaching on the privileges of the Germanick body. It had nis power, 
long been the cuftom to demand of every new Emperor a con- cautions 
firmation of thefe privileges, and to require a promife that he ^^^ *^* 
would never violate them in any inftance. While princes, who 
were formidable neither from extent of territory, nor of genius, 
poffeffed the Imperial throne, a general and verbal engagement 
to this purpofe was deemed fuflScient fecurity. But under an 
Eniperor fo powerful as Charles, other precautions feemed necef- 

• Frchcri Rcr. German. Scriptores, vol. iii. 172. cor. Strovli Argent, 1717. Gianonc 
Hift. of Naples, a. 498, 

tjac. Aug. Thuao. Hiil. fai temporls. Edit. BuHdty, lib. 1. c. 9. 
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ioo< % hrj. A O^ttHhtian xsa clwm. o€ rights wa» foiinei, m iR^kkli 
"^■^^ * tfee pjsWiJeges ^sA iflwawiiltijrt^ tbc ckiOora^ of the princes <tf 
tfee ^8^41)91^ ojf the ckka^ aod of every oAer toember of the 
Gerauaick bodf are eaiMiaerMed. This (uq^tidfttkm was iiib- 
medifaely Hgned by Charles's ambafiadcws in the name of thek 
mailer, aod he bimfelf at bis coronaticm confirfaned it in the mod 
iblemn manner. Since that period/ the £k^ors have continued 
to prefcribe the fame conditions to aU his fuckreflbrs ; and in 
Germany the Capitulation or mutual contradt between the 
emperor and his fubjc^, is ccmiidered as a ftronf barrier againft 
fhe progrtffs of the imperial power^ and as tibe great charter of 
their kbeptie^ t0 wUloh they often appeal ". 



The efedion 



Tmb important mtefiigence of his elcAion was conveyed in 
Bctified to 0H>e days from Frank^irt to Barcelona, where Charles was ftiU 
^' detained by the ofaRinacy of &c Cataloakn Cortes, which had 
not hitherto brought to an ifllie any of the affairs that came 
befoK It. He recdlf ed t'he accotint with the joy natural to a 
young and ^iS^itj^ mind^ on att aeceffion of power and dignity 
which raifed him fo far above the other princes of Europe. Then 
it was that thofe vaft p^pedb which allured him during his 
whole adminifti^on bcfgan to open, and from this asra we may 
date the formation, and are aUe to trace the gradual progrefi of 
a grand fyftem of enterprizing ambition, which renders the 
hiftory of his reign fo worthy of attention. 

Its cfi«a upon A TRIVIAL circumffeince firft. dlfcovercd fhe effeds of this 

^^' great elevation upon the mind of Charles. In all the publick 

writs which he iffu6d as king of Spain, he affumed the title of 

•Pfdfel Abrege de T Hift. de Droit PubKqiie d'AlIenugQC 590. Liamci OyiidrtU Impcf. 
Ipiftrcs des Priocct par Rarcelli, p. 6a 
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iJU^efiy^ sod required it from his fubje&s a^ a mark of their Booic I. 
refpe£t. Before ihat time, all the monarchs of Europe were ^ '-^-^ 
Iktisfied with the appellation of Highmfsy or Graces but the 
vanity o^ other courts foon led them to imitate the iexample of 
the Spaniflu The epithet of Majefty is no loi:>gjer a mark q£ 
pre-eminence. The moft inconfide'rable mOnarchs in Europe 
enjoy it, and the arrogance of the greater potentates has invented 
fio higher deaominatioQ V 

The Spaniards were far from viewirig the promotion bf their TheSpa- 
King to the Imperial throne with the fame fatisfadlion which t sficd with 
Ke himfelf felt. To be deprived of the prcfence of their fovc- ^'" ^"^^^ 
reign, and to be fubjexfted to the government of a viceroy and 
Ms council, a fpccies of adminiftration often oppreffive, and 
always diflgreeable, were the immediate and neceffary confe- 
quences of this new dignity. To fee the blood of their country- 
men (hed in quarrels wherein the nation had no concern, to behold 
its treafures wafted in fupporting the fplendour of a fordgn title, 
and to be plunged in the chaos of Italian and German politics, 
were effects of this event almoft as unavoidable. From all thefe 
confideratioQS, they concluded, that nothing could have hap* 
pened more pernicious to the Spanifh nation; and the fortitude 
and puMickfpirit of their anceftprs, who, in theCbrtes of Caftile, 
prohibited Alfonzo the Wifp from leaving the kingdom, in order 
to receive the Impeiial crown, were often mentioned with the 
higheft praife, and pronounced to be extremely worthy of imi- 
tation at this jundure \ 

But Charles, without regarding the fentiments or mtirmtirs 
of his Spanifh fubjedts, accepted of the Imperial dignity which 

u Miaians Cosda* Mar. p. ij . Fenreras. viii. 47;. MeiDoif«» Hift« dc la Hooffiiet 
torn. i. p. 53, &c. w Sandoval, i. p. 3^. Miniana, Coutia. p. 14. 
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Book I. the count Palatine, at the head of a folemn embafly, oflFcred him 
in the name of the Eleftors; and declared his intention of fetting 
outfoon for Germany, in order to take poffeflion of it/ This 
was the more neceflary, becaufe, according t6 the forms of the 
German conftitution, he could not, before the ceremony of a 
publick coronation, exercife any adt of jurifdidHon or authority*. 

Their difcon- Their certain knowledge of this refolution augmented the 
tent incrcafcs. jifg^ft ^f ^he Spaniards ; and a fuUen and refradory fpirit pre- 
vailed among perfons of all ranks. The Pope having granted 
the king the tenths of all ecclefiaftical benefices in Caftile to 
affift him in carrying on war with greater vigour againft the 
Turks, a convocation of the clergy unanimoufly refufed to levy 
that fum, upon pretence that it ought never to be exadied but 
at thofe times when Chriftendom was adlually invaded by the 
Infidels; and though Leo, in order to fupport his authority, 
laid the kingdom under an interdict, fo little regard was paid to 
a cenfure which was univerfally deemed unjuft, that Charles 
himfelf applied to have it taken off; and thus the Spanifh 
clergy, befides their merit in oppofing the ufurpations of the 
pope, and difi-egarding the influence of the crown, gained the 
exemption which they had claimed ''. 

Aninforrec. The commotions which arofe in the kingdom of Valencia, 
cia.* ' annexed to the crown of Arragon, were more formidable, and 

produced more dangerous and lading eflfeifis. A feditious 
monk having by' his fermons excited the citizens of Valencia, 
the capital city, to take arms, and to punifh certain criminals in 
a tumultuary manner, the people, pleafed with this exercife of 
power, "and with fuch a difcovcry of their own importance, not 
only refufed to lay down their arms, but formed themfelves into 
troops and companies that they might be regularly trained to 
' Sabioas. P. Barrc, viii. 1085, ^ P. Martyr^ Ep. 462. Ferreras viii* 473. 
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martial cxercifes. To obtain fome fecurity againftthe opprefTioa Book T. 

of the grandees was the motive of this aflbciation, and proved a ^ v--*-» 

powerful bond of union ; for as the ariftocratical privileges and 
independence were more complete in Valencia than in any other 
of the Spanifh kingdoms, the nobles, being fcarce accountable 
for their condudl to any fuperibr, treated the people not only as 
vaflals but as flaves. They were alarmed, however, at the fuc- 
cefs of this unexpected infurredlion, as it might encourage the 
people to attempt {baking off the yoke j but as they could hot 
reprefs them without taking arms, it became neceflary to have 
recourfe to the Emperor, and to defire his permiffion to attack 
them. At the fame time the people made choice of deputies jjj plocroft^ 
to reprefent their grievances, and to implore the protedion of 
their fovereign. Happily for the latter, they arrived at court 
when Charles was exafperated to an high degree againft the 
nobles. As he was eager to vifit Germany, where his prefence 
became every day more neceflary, and' as his Flemifli courtiers 
were ftill more impatient to return into their native country^ 
and to carry thither the fpoils they had amafled in Caftile,it' 
was impoflible for him to hold the Q)rtes of Valencia in perfon.. 
He had for that reafon empowered the cardinal Adrian to re- 
prefent him in that aflembly, and in his name to receive thefr 
oath of allegiance, to confirm their privileges with the ufual 
folemnities, and to demand of them a free gift. But the Valen- 
cian nobles, who confidered this meafure as an indignity to their 
country, which was no lefs entitled, than bis other kingdoms, 
to the honour of their fbvereign's prefence, declared that by 
the fundamental laws of the conftitution they could neither 
acknowledge a perfon who was abfent as king, nor grant hinr. 
any fubfidy, and to this declaration they adhered vnth an 
haughty and inflexible obftihacy. Charles, piqued by their 
behaviour, decided in favour of the people, and rafhly authorized, 
^ni to continue in arms. Their deputies returned in triumph, 

andf 
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: and were received by their fellow-citizens as thedeliverers of their 
country; and the infolencc of the multitude increafing with their 
: fticcefe, they expelled all the nobles out of tlic city, committed 
the government to magiftrates of their own eletSion, and entered 
into an aflbciation diftinguifhed by the name oi Gennanada or 
Brotherboqd^ which proved the fource not only of the wildeft 
difordcrs^ but of the mod fatal calamities in that kingdom '. 

TfieCortcs MEANWHILE, the kingdom of Caftilc was agitated with no 

inoned to*"" ^^ Violence. No fixmer was the Emperor's intention to leave 
h<^'^ ^*' Spain made known^ than fevcral cities of the firft rank refolved 
to remonflrate againfl it, and to crave redreis once more of thofe 
grievances which they had formerly laid before him. Charles 
artfully avoided admittinjg; their deputies to audience ; and 
as he law from this circumflance, how difficult It would be at 
this juncture to reftrain the mutinous fpirit of the greater cities, 
he fummoncd the Cortes of Caftile to meet at Compoftella in 
Galicia. His only reafon for calling that affembly, was the 
vhope of obtaining another donative ; for as his treafury had been 
exhaufted in the fame proportion that the riches of his minifters 
increafed, he could not, without fome additional aid, appear in 
Germany with fplcndour fuited to the Imperial dignity. To 
appoint a meeting of the Cortes in fo remote a province, and to 
demand a new fubfidy before the time for paying the former 
was expired, were Innovations of a moft dangerous tendency ; 
and among people jealous of their liberties, and accuftomed to 
\ fupply the wants of their fovereigns with a very frugal hand, 
excited an univerfal alarm. The magiftrates of Toledo remon- 
iU'^ted againft both thefe meafures in a very high tone ; the 
inhabitants of Valladolid, who expected that the Cortes fhould 
have been held in that city, were fo enraged that they took 

* P. Manyr, Ep. 651. Fcireras viiL 476, 4S5. 
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arms in a tumultuary manner; and if Charles with his foreign Book L 
-counfeljors had not fortunately made their efcape during a vio- ~^ 
.lent temped, they would have maffacred all the Flemings, and 
have prevented hini from continuing his journey towards Com- 
poftella. 

Every city through which they paffed, petitioned againft Thcproctcd- 
holding a Cortes in Galicia, a point with regard to which aflcmbly. 
Charles was inflexible. But though the uimoft influence had 
been exerted by the minifters, in order to procure a choice of 
reprefentatives favourable to their defigns, fuch was the temper 
of the iiatioo, that at the opening of the aflembly, there appear^ AprJ u 
among many of .the members unufual fymptoms of ill humour, 
which threatened a fierce oppofition to all the meafures of the 
court. No reprefentatives were fent by Toledo, for the lot, 
according to which, by ancient cuftom, the election was deter- 
mined in that city, having fallen upon two perfons, devoted to 
the Flemifh minifters, their fellow-citizens refufed to grant them 
a commiflion in the ufual form, and in their diead made .choice of 
two deputies, whom they empowered to repair to CompofteUa, 
and to proteft againft the lawfulnefs of the Cortes istflembled 
-there. The reprefentatives ^of Salamanca refufed to take the Thc^«ftffeo 
ufual oath of fidelity, .unlefe Charles confcntcd to change the CaftiHans 
place of meeting. Thofe of Toro, Madrid, Cordova, and favend ^^^^ 
other places, declared the demand of another donative to be 
•unprecedented, unconftitutional, and unneceflary. All ^e arte, 
however, which influence popular aflemblies, bribes, promifes, 
^eat6, and even force, were employed in order to gain mem- 
bers. T4^e<nobles, foothed by the refpe<a£ul afliduity vnth which 
Chievres and the other Flemings payed court to them, or infti- 
gated by a mean jealoufy of that fpirit of independence ^hich 
they fjMW jrifing among the commons, openly favoured the pre- 
V^L.il, K vtcofions 
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Boo K L tenfions of the court, or at the utmoft did not oppofe them ; arid 
' " at laft, in contempt both of the fentiments of the nation, anJf 
of the ancient forms of the conftitution, a majority Toted to 
grant the donative for which the Emperor had applied •. Toge- 
ther with this grant, the Cortes laid before Charles a reprefenta* 
tion of thofe grievances whereof his people craved redrcfs; but 
he, having obtained from them all he could exped, paid no atten- 
tion to this ill-timed petition, which it was no longer dangerous, 
to difregard \ 

Charles ap- As nothing now retarded his embarkation, he diiclofed his 

daring to intention with regard to the regency of Caftile during his abfence^ 
'^^^' which he had hitherto kept fecret, and nominated cardinal: 

Adrian to that oflSce. The viceroyalty of Aragon he conferred' 
on Don John de Lanuza; that of Valencia on Don Diego de- 
Mendoza Conde de Melito. The choice of the two latter was uni«- 
verfally acceptable; but the advancement of Adrian, though the- 
only Fleming who had preferved any reputation among the Spa- 
niards, animated the Caftilians with new hatred againft foreigners;; 
and even the nobles, who had fb tamely fiiffered other inroads^ 
upon the conftitution, felt the indignity oflFered to their own order 
by his promotion, and remonftrated agaicA it as illegal. But 
Charleses defire of vHiting Germany, andthe impatience of his. 
minifters to leave Spain, were now fo muck increafed, that with-- 
out regarding the murmurs of the Caftilians, or even taking time 
to provide any remedy againft an infurreftion in Toledo, which, 
at that time threatened, and afterwards produced moft formidable 
aadeiDbarkt cfFcfts, he failed from Corogna on the twenty-fecond of May ; 
Cowittki!^ and by fetting out fo abruptly in queft of a new crown, he endan<-^ 
gered a more important one o£ which he was already in pof- 
feffion% 

• P. Martyr. Ep. 663. Sandoval, p. 32^&c. ^ SaBdo«al».84« 

* P. Mat 7r. £p, 670. Sandor^ 86. 
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MANY concurring circumftances, not only called Charleses Book IL 
thoughts towards the affairs of Germany, but rendered *. 77^ 

_ wDATlCS 8 pre* 

his prefence in that country neceflary. The Electors grew impa- fence ii^ Gw- 
tient of fo long an interregnum; his hereditary dominions ^yj^^^^ 
were difturbed by inteftine commotions; and the new opinions 
concerning religion, made Aich rapid progrefs as required the 
moft ferious confideration. But above all, the motions of the 
iFrench king drew his attention, and convinced him that it was 
neceflary to take meafures for his own defence, both with fpeed 
and with vigour, 

Wh e n Charles and Francis entered the lifts as candidates for the Rife md pro- 
Imperial dignity, they conducted their rivalfhip with'many profef- HvaUhip^be* 
fions of regard for each other, and with repeated declarations that ^^^^ Charles 
they would not fufFerany tindure of enmity to mingle itfelf with 
this honourable emulation. ** We both court the lame miftrefs,'* 
faid Francis, with his ufual vivacity, " each ought to urge his 

K a fuit 
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BdoK II. fuit ^th all the acJdrefs of which he is mafter; the moft fortu* 
^" -^ natc vrill prevail, and the other fnuft reft contented ^'* But 
though two young and high-fpirited Princes, and each of diein 
animated with the hope of fucceft, might be capable'of forming 
fuch a generous refolution, it was foon found that they promifbd 
upon a moderation too refined aiid difinterefted for human nature. 
The preference given to Charles in the fight of all Europe, mor- 
tified Francis to the Hgheft degree, and infpired him with all 
the paflions natural to difappointed ambition. To this was 
owing the perfonal jealoufy and rivalfhip which fubfifted between 
the two monarchs during their whole reign ; and the rancour 
of thefe, added to a real oppofition of intereft, and to many 
unavoidable caufes of difcord, involved them in almoft perpetual 
haftilities. Charles had paid no regard to the principal article in 
the treaty of Noyon, by refufingoftener than once to do jufticeto 
John d*Albret, the excluded monarch of Navarre, whom Francis 
was bound in honour, and prompted by intereft, to reftore to his 
throne. The French king had pretenfions to the crown of 
Naples, of which Ferdinand had deprived his predeceflbr by a 
moft unjuftifiable breach of faith. The Emperor might reclaim 
the dutchy of Milan as a fief of the empire, which Francis had 
feized, and ftill kept in pofleflion, vdthout having received 
inveftiture. Charles confidered the dutchy of Burgundy as the 
patrimonial domain of his anceftors wrefted from them by the 
unjuft policy of Lewis XL and obferved with the greateft jealoufy 
the ftrid connexions which Francis had formed with the duke 
of Gueldres, the hereditary enemy of his family. 

Thdrdelibc- When the fourccs of difcord were fo many and various, peace 
l!oM to^hc could be of no Ipng continuance even between princes the moft 
commence, exempt from ambition or emulation. But as the fliock between 

ment of hoRi- ^ 

*"'"• *Goic.lib. 13. p. 159. 
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two fuch mighty antagonifts, could not fail of being both dcfpe— BooK.IL 
rate and dangerous, they both difcovered no fmall folicitude ^^"1 — T""*^'' 
about its confequences, and took time not only to colled):, and tp 
weigh their own ftrength, and to compare it with that of their . 
advcrfary, but to fecure the friendftiip or affiftance of the other . 
European powers. . 

The Pope had equal reafon to dread the two rivals, and faw TKey ncgo- 
that he who prevailed, would become abfolute mafter in Italy/ Pope^*^** 
If it had been in his power to- engage them in hoftilities, with- 
out rendering Lombardy the theatre of war, nothing would have 
been more agreeable to him than to fee them wafte each other's . 
Arength in endlefs quarrels* But this was impoffible* Leo 
forefaw that on. the firft rupture between the two monarchs, thfe 
armies of France and Spain would take the field in the Milanefe, 
and while the fcene of their operations was fo near, and the fub- 
jefl: for which they contended fo interefting to him, he could 
not long remain neuter. He was obliged therefore to adapt his 
plan of condudt to his political fituation. He courted and foothed v 
both the Emperor and king of France with equal induftry and ad-, 
drefs ; and tho' warmly folicitcd by each of them, he affumed all 
the appearances of entire impartiality, and attempted to conceal, 
his real fentiments under that profound diflimulation which 
feems to have been afFeded by moft of the Italian politicians in : 
that age. 

The views and intereft of the Venetians were not diflFerent Jf'* f^* 

Venetians* . 

from thofe of the Pope ; nor were they Icfs folicitous to prevent 
Italy from becoming the feat of war, and their own republick 
from being involved in the quarrel. But through all Leo*s arti- 
fices, and notwithftanding his high pretenfions to a perfed neu- 
trality, it was vifible that he leaned towards the Emperor, from 
whom he had both more to fear and more to hope than from 
4 Francis ; 
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Book H. Erancis ; and it was equally manifeft, that if it became neceflary to 
' "' take aftde^ the Venetians would, from motives of the fame nature, 
declare for the Idng. of France. No confiderable afliftaince, how* 
ever, was to be expeded from thte Italian ftates, who were jea- 
lous to an extreme degree of the Tranfalpine powers, and careful 
to preferve the balance between them, unlefs when they were 
feduced to violate this favourite maxim of their policy, by th 
certain profped of great advantage to themfelves. 

With But the chief attention both of Charles and of Francis, was 

^ employed in order to gain the king of England, from whom each 

of them expeded affiftance more effedual, and afforded with lefs 
political caution. Henry YUL. had afcended the throne of that 
Idngdom in one thoufand five hundred and nine, with fuch cir« 
cumftances of advantage, as promifed a reign of diftinguifhed 

The great felicity and fplendour. The union in his perfon of the two 

monarch. contending titles of York and Lancafler, and the alacrity and 
emuktion with which both fadions obeyed him, not only 
enabled htm to exert in his domeftic government a degree of 
vigour and authority which none of his predeceflbrs could have 
f^fely aflumed ; but permitted him to take a (hare in the affiairs 
of the continent, . from which the attention of the Englifh had 
long been diverted by their unhappy divifions. The immenfe 
treafures which his father had amafTed, rendered him the moft 
wealthy prince in Europe. The peace which had fubfiiled 
under the cautious adminiftration of that monarch, was of fufE- 
dent length to recruit the nation after the defolation of the civil 
wars, but had not enervated its fpirit; and the Englifli, afhamed 
of having fo long rendered their own country a fcene of difcord 
and bloodfhcd, were eager to difplay their valour in fome foreign 
war, and to revive the memory of the victories gained by their 

HU charaa r. anceftors. Henry's own temper perfedlly fuited the ftate of his 

kingdom, and tlie difpofition of his fubjefts. Ambitious, a£tive, 

9 enterprizing 
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cnterpming aad atxoppliilied in all the martial exerclfes which Book IL 

in that age formed a chief part in the education of perfbns of ^ "^ ^ 

noble birth, and iaifpired them with an early love of war, he 
longed to engage in real adion, and to fignalize the beginning 
of his reign by fbme remarkable exploit. An opportunity of 
this kind foon prefented itfelf ; and the vidory at Guinegate, 
and the fuccefsful (ieges of Teroiienne and Tournay, though of 
litfle utility to England, refleded great luibre on its monarch, 
and confirmed the idea which foreign princes entertained of his 
power and importance. So nfiany concurring caufes, added td 
the happy iituation of his own dominions, which fecured them 
from foreign invafion ; and to the fortunate circumftance of hisr 
being in poffeffion of Calais, which ferved not only as a key to- 
France, but opened an eafy paflage into the Netherlands, ren- 
dered the King of England the natural guardian of the liber ties- 
of Europe, and the arbiter between the Emperor and French, 
monarch. Henry himfelf was fenfible of this Angular advan- 
tage, and convinced, that in order to preferve the balance even, 
it was his office to prevent either of the rivals from acquiring 
fiich fuperiority of power as might be fatal to the other, and 
formidable to the reft of Chriftendom. But he was deftitute of 
the penetration, and ftill more of the temper, which fuch a 
function required. Influenced by caprice, by vanity, by refent- 
ment, by afFe£don, he was incapable of forming any regular and; 
cxtenfive fyftem of policy, or of adhering to it with fteadinefs.* 
His meafures feldomrefulted from, attention to the general wel- 
fare, or from a deliberate regard to his own intereft, but were 
dictated by paffions which rendered him blind to bothv and pre- 
vented his gaining that afcendant in the affairs of Europe, or 
from reaping fuch advantages to himfelf, 2^s a prince of greater 
art, though with inferior talents, might have eafily feciu*ed. 

Alu 
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Book IL- All the impolitic ftcps in Henry's adminiftration muft not, 
A~j }\'~^ however, be imputed to defedls in his own charadter ; many of 
ininiacr car- them Were owing to the violent paflions and infatiable ambition 
^* of his prime minifter and favourife cardinal Wolfey, This man, 
from one of the lowell ranks in life, had rifen to an height of 
power and dignity, to which no English fubje^ ever '^atriyed ; 
and governed the haughty, prefumptuous and udtradUble fpirit 
of H^nry with iibfolute authority. Great talents, and of very 
different kinds, fitted him for the two oppofite flations of 
minifter, and. of favouirite. His profound judgment, his un- 
wearied induftry, his thorough acquaintance with the flate 
of the kingdom, and his extenfive knowledge of the views 
arid interefts of foreign courts, qualified him for that uncon- 
trouled direftion of affairs with which he was intrufted. The 
elegance of his manners, the gaiety of his converfation, his 
infmuating addfcfs, his love of magnificence, and his profici- 
ency in thofe parts of literature of which Henry was fond, 
gained him the affedlion and confidence of the young mon- 
arch. Wolfey was far from employing this vafl and almdft 
: royal power, to promote either the true interefl of the nation, 
or the real grandeur of his mafler. Rapacious at the fame time, 
. and profufe, he was infaliible in detiring wealth. Of boundlcfs 
, ambition, he afpired after new honours with an eagemcfs un- 
abated by his former fuccefs ; and being rendered prefumptuous 
.by his uncommon elevation, and the afcendant he had gained 
. over a prince, who fcarce brooked advice from any other perfon, 
he difcovered in his whole demeanour the mofl overbearing 
haughtinefs and. pride. To thefe palfions he himfelf facrificed 
every confidcration ; and whoever endeavoured to obtain his 
favour, or that of his mafter, found it neceffary to footh and to 
gratify them. 

As 
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As all the ftates of Europe fought Henry's fiiendfliip at that BoaK IF. 
tune : all courted his minifter with incredible attention ami J^T^^ *^ 

' The court 

obfequioufnefs, and ftrove by prefents, by promises, or hf paid to Woi. 
flattery to work upon his avance, his ambition^ or his pride ^« 
FraiKis had in the year one thoufand five hundred and eighteen 
employed BonniTet> admiral of France, one of his mod accom- 
pliihed and artful courtiers^ to gain the haughty prelate. He 
himielf beftowed on him every mark of refpeA and confidence*. 
He confulted him with regard to his moft important afiairs, and 
received his refponfes vnth implicit deference. By thefe arts, 
together with the grant of a large penfion, Francis fecured 
the Cardinal) ^ho perfuaded his mafter to furrender Tournay ta 
France, to conclude a treaty of marriage between his daughter 
the princ^ Mary and the Dauphiutand to confent to a peifonal 
interview with the French king ^ From that time, the moft 
fanuliar intercourfe fubfified between the two courts ; Frauds^ 
fenfibkof the great value of Wdfey's friendlhip, laboured to 
£bcure the continuance of it by every poffible expreflion of re* 
gard, befiowing on him in all his letters the honourable appella- 
. tions of Father, Tutor, and Governor. 

Charles obferved the progrefs of this union with the utmoft And b^ 
jealoufy and concern. His near relation to the king of England 
gave him fome title to his friendfhip, and foon after his acceffion 
to the throne of Caftile, he had ^attempted to ingtatiate himfelf 
with Wolfey by fettling on him a penfion of three thouiaod livres. 
His chief Solicitude at prefent was to prevent the intended inter* 
view, the efFefts of which upon two young priribcs, whofe hearts 
were no lefs fufceptible of friendfhip than their manners were 
capable of infpiring it, he extremely dreaded. But after many 
delays occafioned by difficulties about the ceremonial, and by the 

• Fiddcs's Lifi cf WoIfcy, 166. Rymer's Potdera. xiii. 718. 
' Herbert's Hid. of ITcnry VIIL 3c, Rymer^x'ii. 6^4. 
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Book n. anxious precautions of both courts for ifhc fafety of their te- 
~' ^' Ipedive fovereigiis, the time and place of sneetiag were at laft 
fixed. Meflengers had been fent to diflFerent courts invitii^ idl 
comers, who were gentlemen, to enter the lifts at tilt and touma-* 
ment, againft the two monarchs and their knights ; and botb 
Francis and Henry loved the fplendour of tbei]efpe£bacIe$too Wily 
and were too much delighted with the graceful 'figure they mader 
on fuch occafionst to forego thepleafure or glory which they 
expeded from fuch a fingular and brilliant afiembly. Nor waa 
the Cardinal lefs fond of difplaying his magnificence in the pre^ 
fence of two courts, and of difco^erhig to the two nations thcr 
extent of his influence over both their monarchs. Charles finding 
it impdfible to fwfevent the interview, endeavoured to disappoint 
its efi^eds, and to pre-occupy the favour of the Englifli aon-« 
arch and his minifter, by an ad of comptaifanee ftill more 

charies vifiH flattering and mote nncomflnon* Having fiufed from Coninoai 

"^ ^ as has already beeft rekted, he fteered his tourfe fliredly tb^ 

war^s England, iaiid relying <^dlly on Henry^s ^hefbfity for 

Mfiy 26ib. his own (afety, landed at Dover. This unexpe^ed vifit fur- 
prized the nation. Wolfey, however, was well acquainted with 
the Emperor's intention. A negociation, unknown to the 
hiftdrians of that age, had been carried on between him and the 
court of Spaiui this vifit had been concerted, and Charles 
granted the Cardinal, whom he calls his m^ dear friend^ an 
additional penfion of feven thoufand ducats S Henry, who waa 
then atCinterbury^ in his way to France, immediately difjpatched 
Wolfey to. Dover, and being highly pleafed with an event fo 
foothing to his vanity, haftened to receive, with fuitable refpeft,^ 
a gueft who had placed in him fuch unbounded confidence^ 
Charles, to whom time was precious, ftaid only four days ia 
Epgland : But during that fhort fpace, he had the addrefs not 

< Kymery xiii. 714* 

only 
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Only to g^ve Henry favourable impreflloiis of his charader and Book II. 
intentions, but to detach WoLfey eniMiely from the. intereft of ^T^^ '^ 
the Frctfich king. AU the grandeur, wealth and power, which himfcif into 
^Cardinal pc^S^ed, did not iatiafy his ambitious mind, while with^'he^King 
Acre was ftiU one ftep highet to which an ccclefiaftic could ^^ ^'^^^^y* 
jaicend. The papal dignity had for fome time been the objedt of 
his wiihes, and Francis, as the moft eflPedhial method df fecur-^ 
ing his £riendfhip, had promifed to favour his pretenfions, on the 
£rft vacancy, mfti aU his intereft. But as the Emperor's influx 
€nce in the college 6f cardins^ was greatly fuperic^ to the French 
Idng^s, Wokcy grasped eagerly at an oflFer which that artful 
prince had made hirh of exerting it vigorotifly in his behalf; 
and allured by this profpeft^ which under the pontificate of 
Leo, ftill in the prime of his life, was a very diftant one, he 
entefed.with warmth into all the Emjperor's fchemes. No treaty^ 
however, was concluded at that time, between the two mon- 
Archs ; but Henry, in return for the honour which Charles had 
done hini, promifed to yifit him in Ibme place of the Low 
Countries, immediately aftet taking leave of the French king.. 

His interview with that prince was in an open plain between Jane 7**- 
Cruifnes and Ardres, where the two kings and their attendants, tween Henry 
difplayed their magnificence with fuch emulation, and profufe * P^ncw* 
cxpehce, as procured it the name of the Field of the Cloth of 
Hold. Feats of chivalry, parties of gallantry, and fuch exercifes 
and paftimes as were in that age reckoned manly or elegant, 
irather than ferious bufinefs, occupied both courts during eigh- 
teen days that they .continued together *** Whatever imprefiion 

the 

^ The French and Engli(h hiftorians defcribe the pomp of this itterview, and the 
Vttrioas' fpectacles with peat mioutenefsi One circumlhmce mention^i by the marecbal 
de Flearangesy who was prefeoti and which appears £ngular in the prefent age, is com* 
Inonly omitted, ** After the toarnaments,'' fays he, '* the French and EngUfli wredlers made 
their appearance, and wreflled in prefcnce of the Kings, and the ladies; and as there wer'e 
many ftout wreftlers there, it afforded excellent paftime; bat as the Ring of France h^d 

L 2 negle^ed 
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Booic II« the engaging manners of Frandsy and the liberal and unfn^i^ 
V -^^— -/ x^jQ^^ confidence with which he treated Henry, made on the 

jQind of that monarch, was foon efl&ced by Wolfey's artificee, 

x>r by the interview which he had with the Emperor at Grav^ 
jrfy t«. lines ; which was conduced by Gharlea with lefs pomp tham 

that near GueiheSf but with greater attention to his political 

intereft, 

Heary^ Ideas THIS affiduity with which the tWo greateft monaicfis m 
Europe paid court to Henry, appeared to him a plain acknow-* 
ledgement that he held, the balance in his hands, and convinced 
him of the juftnefs of the motto he had chofen, ** That who- 
ever he favoured would certainly prevaiL*' In. this opinion he 
was confirmed by an offer which Charles made of fubmitting 
any difference that might arife between him and Francis to his 
fole aibitration. Nothing could have the appearance of greater 
candour and moderation, than the choice of a judge who was 
reckoned the common friend of both. But as the Emperor had 
now attached Wolfcy entirely to his intereft, no propofal could 
be more infidious, nor, as appeared by the fequel, more fatal to 
the French king*^ 

Comnatioii of Ch AR LES, notwithffanding his partial fondnefs for the Nether- 

toe MflDPCTOr* 

lands, the place of his nativity, made no long (lay there ; and 
after receiving the homage and congratulations of his country- 
men,, haftened to Aix-la-Chapelle, the place appointed by the 
oaober 13. golden bull for the coronation of the £mperor» There, in pre- 

neglcfled to "bring any wrcftlers out of Bretagne, tbc EngTifh gained the prize.— —After 
this, the Kings of France and £ngland retired to a tent, where the/ dnnk togefber, and 
the King of England feiang the King of France by the coUaPy iaid, ** il^ httbert I mmft 
nwiJtU witbyw*^ and endeavoured once or twice to trip up hit heels ; bat the Kir^ of 
France, who is a dextrous wre&Ier, twifted him rounds and threw him on the earth with 
prodigiotts violence. The King of England wanted to renew the combat, lot was pw- 
vented. Memoires de Fleuranges, 12^. Paris, 1753. p. 329. 
* Herbert, 37. 

2 fence 
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fence of an aflembly more numerous and fplendid than had BboK IL 
appeared on any former occafion, the crown of Charlemagne - ^ ~^- 
was placed on his head, with all the pompous folemnity which 
the Germans aflFefl: in their publick ceremoi^es, and which they 
deem effential to the dignity of their Empire K 

Almost at the fame time, Solyman the Magnificent, one of soiyman the 
the moft accompliftied, enterprizing> and vidorious of the Turkiflx ^^,"f^ 
princes^ a conftantand formidable rival to the Emperor, afcended Ottoman 
the Ottoman throne. It was the peculiar glory of that period 
to produce monarchs the moft illuftrious, that have at any one 
time appeared in Europe. Leo, Charles, Francis^ Henry and 
Solyman were each of them poffefled of talents which would 
have rendered any age in which they happened to flourifh, con- 
fpicuous« But fuch a conftellation of great princes flied uncom'- - 
mon luftre on the fixteenth century. In every conteft, great 
power and great abilities were fet in oppofition; and the 
efforts of valour and condud:- on one fide, counterbalanced by 
an .equal exertion of the fame qualities on the other, not only 
occafioned fuch a variety of events as renders the hiftory of that 
period interefting, but (erved to check the exorbitant progrefs of 
any of thofe princes, and to prevent their attaining fuch pre- 
eminence in power as would have been fatal to the liberty and ' 
happinefs of mankind.. 



The firft aft of the EmperorVadminiftration was to appoint Diet called to 

meet at 
Wormi. 



aDiet of the empireto be held at Worms on the fixth of January, ^^^^ *^ 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty-one ; and in his circuv 
lar letters to die diflFerent princes, he informed them that ha had 
called. this affembly inorder to concert with them the moft pro- 

^ Harunaiw Manriu Rclatio CormMC.C&r. V.ap Goldaft. Polit, Imperial. Fnmc. 16^/4.. 
Jo). p« 264* 

per 
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Bo&K VL. per meafures for checking the progrefs of thofe new and danger 
'" - -' rou8 opinions) which threatened to difturb the peace of Germanyji 
and to overturn the religion of their anceftors* 

Blfcof the Charles had in view the opinions propagated by Luther and 

c onnation. j^.^ difciples fince the year one thoufand five hundred and feyen- 
teen ; and as thefe led to that happy reformation in religion 
which refcued one part of Europe from the papal yoke, miti- 
gated its rigour in the other, and produced a revolution in the 
fentiments of mankind, the greateftas well as the moft beneficial 
that has happened fince the publication of Chriftianity, the 
events which at firft gave birth to thefe opinions, and the caufes 
which rendered their progrefs fo rapid and fuccefsful, defervc to 
be confidered with minute attention. 

To overturn a fyftem of religious belief founded on ancient 
and deep-rooted prejudices, fupported by power, and defended 
with art and induftry j to eflablifli in its room dodrines of the 
moft contrary genius and tendency; and to accomplifli all this, 
not by external violence or the force of arms, are operations 
which hiftorians the leaft prone to credulity and fuperftition, 
muft afcribe to that Divine Providence which can, with infinite 
eafe, bring about events that to human fagacity appear impojQSble« 
The interpofition of heaven in favour of the Chriftian religion 
at its firft publication, was manifefted by miracles and prophecies 
wrought and uttered in confirmation of it: And though none of 
the reformers poflefled, or pretended to poflefs, thefe fupernatural 
gifts, yet that wonderful preparation of circumftances which dif- 
pofedthemindsof men for receiving their do&rines, that Angular 
combination of caufes which fecured their fuccefs, and enabled 
men deftitute of power and of policy to triumph over thofe who 

employed 
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employed both againft them, may be confidcred as ho flight proof BoQ^n. 
that the fame hand which planted the Chriftian religion, pro- 
teded the reformed .faith, and reared it, from beginnings ex- 
tremely feeble, to an amazing degree of ftrength and maturity. 

It was from canfes, feemingly fortuitous, and from a fource ^^^ .^^^ 
very inconfiderable, that all the mighty eflPeds of the Refor- fidcraWc be- 
mation flowed. Leo X. when raifed to the papal throne, found 
the revenues of the church exhaufted by the vaft projeds of his 
two ambitious predeceflbrs, Alexander VI. and Julius II; and his 
own temper, naturally liberal and enterprizing, rendered him 
incapable of that fevere and patient oeconomy which the fituation 
of his finances required. On the contrary, his fchemes fot 
aggrandizing the family of Medici, his love of fplendour, his 
tafte for jrfbifure, and his magnificence in rewarding men of 
genius, involved him daily in new expences, in order to provide* 
a fund for which, every device, that the fertile invention of 
pricfts had fallen upon to drain the credulous multitude, was 
fried. Among others, he had recourfe to a fale of Indulgences. ^ gjcof ia- 
According to the do£krine of the Romifh church, all the good ^"'^rJf^!?i^ 
works of the Saints, over and above thofe which were neceflary Leo X. 
towards their own juftification, together with the infinite merits 
of Jefus Chrift, are depofited in one inexhauftible treafury. The 
keys of this were committed to St Peter and to his fucceffors the 
Popes, who may open it at pleafure, and by transferring a portion 
of this fuperabundant merit to any particular perfon, for a fum 
of money, may convey to him either the pardon of his own fins^ 
or a releaie for any one in whom he is interefted, from the pains, 
of purgatory. Such indulgences were firft invented in the 
eleventh century by Urban 11. as a recompeace for thofe wha 
I went 
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went in perfon upon the wild enterprize of conquering the Holy 
Land. They were afterwards granted to thofe who hired a 
foldier for that purpofc ; and in procefs of time were beftowed on 
fuch as gave money for accomplifhing any pious work enjoined 
by the pope '. Julius If. had beftowed Indulgences on all who 
contributed towards building the church of St. Peter at Rome ; 
and as Leo was carrying on that magnificent and expenfiTC 
fabric^ his grant was founded on the fame pretence "*. 

Is^i^^ The promulgating of thefe Indulgences in Germany, togc- 
gencrtl of- ther with a fhare in the profits arifing from thefafle of them, was 
affigned to Albert, eleftor of Mentz and ardhbifliop df Magde- 
burg, who, as his chief agent for retailing them in Saxony, 
employed Tetzel, a Dominican &iar, of licentious morals, but 
of an adive fpirit, and remarkable for his noify and popular elo- 
quence. He, affifted by the monks of his order, executed the 
commiffion with great Zealand fuccefs, but with little difcretion 
or decency; apd though by magnifying -exceffively the benefit 
of th^ir Ipdulgences "vand bydifpofing of them at a very low 

price 

» Hiftory of ibc Coooca of Trent, by P. Paul, p. 4. 

a Palftfk. Hift. Cone Trident p. 4. 

■ Ai the form of thefe Indulgences, and the benefits which they were fuppofed to con«> 
vty are onknown in protcdant countries, and little underftood, at prefent, in fevcral places 
where the Roman catholic religion is eftablithed, I have, fbr the information of my readers, 
tranflated the form of abfolation afed by Tetul. ** May our Lord Jefus Chrift have 
mercy upon thee, and abfolve thee by the merits of his mod holy paifion, Aod I by hit 
authority, that of his blefled apoftles Peter and Paul, and of the moft holy Pope, granted 
and committed to me in thefe paru, do abfolve thee, firft from all ecdefiaSical cenfures In 
whatever manner they have been incorred, and then from all tby fins, tranfgroffions and 
cxcefl^s, how enormous foevcr they may be, even from fuch as are rtkrvti for the cogni- 
xance of the holy (ec, and as far as the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to you 
-all pnnlfiiment which yon deferve in Purgatory 00 thor account, and J reflore ycui .to the 
holy facraments of the chorch, to the unity of the faithful, and to that innocenoe and 
putity which yoo poflefied at baptiftn, fo that when you die the gates of pan tfhment (hall 

be 
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price, they carried on for fome time an extenfive -and lucrative Book IL 
traffick among the credulous multitude, the extravagance of their 
aflertions, and the irregularities in their condud, came at laft 
to give general offence. The princes and nobles were irritated 
at ieeing their vaiTals drained of fo much wealth, in order to 
replenilh the treafury of a profiife pontiff* Men of piety regret- - 
ed.the delufion of the people, who . being taught to rely for 
the pardon of thieir fins on the Indulgences which they pur- 
chafed, did not think it incumbent on them either to abound in 
faith, or to.pradife holinefs. Even the moft unthinkiag were / 
fhocked at the fcandalous behaviour of Tetzel and his affpciate?, 
who often fqjuaadered in drunkennefs, gaming, and low debau- 
chery, thofe fums which were pioufly beftowed in hopes of 
obtaiaimg eternal li^ppinefs; ^nd all began to wifh that ipme 

be (hut, imkI the, gates of tbe paudke of delight (hall be opened, and if you MI not die 
at prefenr, this grace (hall remain in full force when you are at the point of death* In th^ 
name of the Father «nd of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. Scckend. Comment, 
lib. I. .p. 14. 

Tbe tefms in which Tetzel and his.afTQCJates (iefcribed the benefits of Indulgences, and 
the neCfffity of purcb^fing them are ib extravagant, that they appear to be almoft ind-e- 
dibie. If any man (faid they) purchafes letters of indulgence, his foul may red fecure with 
refpc^ to its falvation. The fouls confined in purgatory, for wbofe redemption indulgences 
are purchafed, as foon as the money tinkles in the ched, inflantly efcape from that place of 
torment, and afcend into heaver. That the efficacy of indulgences was (b great, that the 
xnoft heiaous fins, even if one ihoald violate (which was io^ffible) tbe Mother pf God, 
would be remitted and expiated by them, and the per(bn be freed both from puni(hment and 
guilt. That this was the nnfpeakable gift of God, in order to recpncik men to bimfelf. 
That the crofs ereded by the preachers of indulgences, was as efficacious as the croG of 
Chrift kfelf. Lo! the beaveos are open ; if you enter not now, when vill you enter? 
Fortwelve pence you may redeem the foul of your father out of purgatory ; and arc yoo (6 
sngrateful, that you will not refcue your parent from torment? if you had bat one coat, 
you ought to ftrip youcfelf indantly, and fell it, in order to pnrchaie fuch benefits, &c^ 
Tbcfc, and many fuch extravagant cxprcflSons, arefelefled put of Luther^s works by Chem- 
nitius in his Examcn.ConciliiTrideritini apud Herm. Vondcr Hardt. Hid. L^ter. Reform, 
pars IV. p. 6. The fame author has poblifhcd feveral of Tetzel's DiTccurfes, which prove 
that theie expreffions were neither ficgular nor exa^ggerated. IbiJ. p. 14. 

Vol. IL M check 
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Book II. check were given to this commerce, no lefs detrimental to foGietjf 
than deftruftive to religion. 



Firft appcar- 
tnte of l.u- 
ther. atid his 
duradlcr.. 



Such was the favourable jundure, and fo difpofed were the 
minds of his countrymen to liften to his difcourfes, when Martin 
Luther firft began to call in queftion the efficacy of Indulgences, 
and to declaim againft the vicious lives and falfe doctrines of 
thofe who promulgated them. He was a native of Eifleben in 
Saxony, and though born of poor parents, had received a lear^ied 
education, during the progrefs of which he gave many indications 
of uncommon vigour and acutenefs of genius. As his mind was 
naturally fufceptible of ferious impreffions, and tinftured with, 
fomewhatof that religious melancholy which delights in thefoli- 
tude and devotion of a monadic life, he retired into a convent of 
Auguftinian friars, and without fuflFering the in treaties of his 
parents to divert him from what he thought his duty to God, he 
affumed the habit of that order; There he acquired great repu- 
tation, not only for piety, but for his love of knowledge, and 
unwearied application to ftudy. He had been taught the fcholaftic 
philofophy and theology which were then in vogue by very able 
mafters, and wanted not penetration to comprehend all the 
niceties and diftindtions with which they abound ; but his under- 
ftanding, naturally found, and fuperior to every thing frivolous,, 
foon became difgufted with thefe fubtile and uninftrudHve fciences, . 
and fought fojr fome more folid foundation of knowledge and of 
piety in the holy fcriptures. Having found a copy of the Bible,, 
which lay negleded in the library of his monaftery, he aban- 
doned all other purfuits, and devoted himfelf to the ftudy of it,, 
vnih fuch eagernefs and affiduity, as aftoniflied the monks, who. 
were little accuftomed to derive their theological notions from: 
Aat fourcc, Th« great progrefs which he made in this uncom- 

^, moib 
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mon courfe of ftudy, augmented fo much the fame both of his Book H. 

fanftity and of his learning, that Frederick, Eleftor of Saxony, '~ "'^ ~' 

having founded an univeriity at Wittemberg on the Elbe, the 

place of his refidence, Luther was chofen firft to teach philo- 

fophy, and afterwards theology there, and difcharged both offices 

in fuch a manner, that he was deemed the chief ornament of 

that fociety. 

While Luther was at the height of his reputation and author Hcoopofes 
rity, Tetzel began to publifh Indulgences in the neighbourhood Indu^gcncca. 
of Wittemberg, and to afcribe to them the fame imaginary vir- 
tues, which had, in other places, impofed on the credulity 
of the people. As Saxony was not more enlightened than 
the other provinces of Germany, Tetzel met with prodigious 
fuccefs there. It was with the utmoft concern, that Luth» 
beheld the artifioes of thofe who fold, and the fimplicity of thofc 
who bought. Indulgences. The opinions of Thomas Aquinas 
and the other fchoolmen, on which the dodtrine of indulgences 
was founded, had already loft much of their authority with him ; 
and the Scriptures, which he began to confider as the great ftan- 
dard of theological truth, afforded no countenance to a pradice, 
equally fubverfive of faith and of morals. His warm and impe- 
tuous temper did not fuffer him long to conceal fuch important 
difcoveries, or to continue a filent fpedator of the delufion of his 
countrymen. From the pulpit in the great church of Wittem- 
berg he inveighed bitterly againft the irregularities and vices of 
thofe who publifhed Indulgences ; he ventured to examine the 
dodlrines which they taught, and pointed out to the people the 
danger of relying for falvation upon any other means than thofe 
appointed by God in his word. The boldnefs and novelty of 
thefe opinions drew great attention, and being recommended by 
the authority of Luther's perfonal character, and delivered with 

M 2 aix)pular 
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Book 1L a [)opular and perfuafive elbqaence, they made a deep impreffion 
^' ^ on his hearers. Encouraged by the favourable reception of his 
dodrines among the people, he wrote to Albert, elector of Mentz, 
and archbiftiop of Magdeburg, to whofe jurifdidHon that part of 
Saxony was fubje^t, and remonftrated warmly againft the falfe 
opinions and wicked lives of the preachers of Indulgences; but 
he found that prelate too deeply interefted in their fuccefs to 
correal their abufes. His next attempt was to gain the fuffrage 
He pubiifiies of itien of learning. For this purpofc, he publifhed ninetr-five 
againft ihcm. thefcs, containing his ientiments with regard to Indulgences. 
Thefehe propofed, not as points fully eftablifhed, or of undoubt- 
ed certainty, but as fubjcfts of inquuy and difputation; he 
appointed a day, on which the learned were invited to impugn 
them either in perfon, or by writing; and fubjoiried to the 
whole, ^lemn proteftations of his high refpedt for the apoftolic 
fee, and of his implicit fubmiffion to its authority. No opponent 
appeared at the time prefixed ; the thefes fpread over Germany 
with aftonifhing rapidity; they were read with the greateft 
cagemefs ; and all admired the boldnefs of the man who had 
ventured to call in queftion the plenitude of papal power, and 
to attack the Dominicans, armed with all the terrors of inqui- 
fitorial authority'. 

Supported by The Friars of St. Auguftine, Luther's own order, though ad- 
dicted with no lefs obfequioufncfs than the other monaftic fra- 
ternities to the papal fee, gave no check to the publication of thefe 
uncommon opinions. Luther had by his piety and learning ac- 
quired extraordinary authority among his brethren ; he profefled 
the higheft regard for the authority of the Pope ; his profeflions 

a Lutheri Opera Jenar, 1612. vol. 1. prxfat, 3. p, 2, 66. Hift. of Counc. of Trent by 
F. Psul, p. 4. Seckcnd, Com. Apol. p. 16. 

were 
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were at that time fincere; and as a fecret enmity^ excited by Book YL 
interell and emulation, fubfifts among all the monaftic orders in ' "^^ 
the Romifh church, the Auguftinians were highly pleafed with 
his invedlives againft the Dominicans, and hoped to fee them 
expofed to the hatred and fcorn of the people. Nor was his 
fovereign the Eleftor of Saxony, the wifeft prince at that time 
in Germany, diflatisfied with this obftrudion which Luther 
threw in the way of the publication of indulgences. He 
fecretly encouraged the attempt, and flattered himfelf that this 
difpute among the Eccleiiafticks themfelves, might give fome 
check to the exa<3ions of the court of Rome, which the fecular 
princes had long, though without fuccefs, been endeavouring 
to oppofe. 

• Many zealous champions immediately arofe to defend opinions ^^"^ cndca- 

* ' ^ vour to con- 

on which the wealth and power of the church were founded, fute him. 

againft Luther's attacks. In oppofition to his thefes, Tetzd 
publifhed counter-thefes atFrancfort on the Oder; Eccius, a cele- 
brated Divine of Auglburg, endeavoured to refute his notions ; 
and Prierias, a Dominican firiar, mafter of the facred palace and 
Inquifitor general, wrote againft him with all the virulence of a 
fcholaftic difputant. But the manner in which they conduced 
the contraverfy, did little fervice to their caufe. Luther attempt- 
ed to overturn Indulgences by arguments founded in reafon. Or 
derived from fcripture; they produced nothing in fupport of 
them but the fentiments of fchoolmen, the conclufions of the 
canon law, and the decrees of Popes **. The decifion of judges 
fo partial and interefted, did not fatisfy the people, who began 
to call in queftion the authority even of thefe venerable guides, 

^ F« Pau]> p. 6. Seckeod. p. 40. Palavic. p. 8. 

•vvbcn 
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Book n. when they found them Handing in diredt oppofition to the dic- 
tates of reafon, and the detenninations of the divine law \ * 

• SeckeDd. p. 30. 

• Guicciardini has affertcd two thln^gs with regard to the firft promulgation of indulgences ; 
I. That Leo bellowed a gift of the profi.s arifing from the fale of indulgences in Saxony, 
and the adjacent profinces of Germany upon his lifter Magdalen the wifc"of Franccfcetto 
Cibo. Guiclib. 13. 168. 2. That Arcer.iboldo, a Genoefc ecdefia^ic, who had been 
bred a merchant and Hill retained a!I the nr:softhat profellion, was appointed by her to col- 
led the money which Ihoald be railed. F. Paul has followed him in both thefe particulars, 
and adds that the Augaflinians in Saxony had been infimemorially employed rn preaching 
indulgences, bat that Arceciboldo and hi^ deputies, hoping to gain mere by committing 
this truft to the Dominicans, had mads their bargain with Tetzcl, and that Luther was 
prompted at firft tooppofc Tetzel and his alTocIates by a<leiire of taking revenge for this 
injury offered to his order. F. Paul, , . 5. A moft all the hifiorians fince their time, popith 
as well as protedant, have, without examination, admiued ihele sflertions to be true upon 
their authority. But notwithftanding the concuning teftimony of two authors fo emiceot 
both for exa£tnefs and veracity, we may obfer\'e, 

I. That Felix Contolori who fearched the pontifical archives of purpofe, could not find 
this pretended grant in any of thole regillers where it muft necefl*arily have been recorded. 
Palav. p. 5* — 2* That the profits ariling from Indulgences in Saxony and the adjacent 
coontries, had been granted not to Magdalen, but to Albert archbilhcp of Mentz, who 
-had the right of nominating thole who publiflied them. Seek. p. 12. Luth. Oper. i. 
praef. p. i. Palav. p. 6^— }« That Arcemboldo never had concern in the publication of 
Indulgences in Saxony ; his dilbid was Flanders and the Upper and Lower Rhine. Seek. 
p. 14. Palav. p. 6. — 4. That Luther and his adherents never mention this grant of Leo*s 
to his fifter, though a circumftance of which they could fcarce have been ignorant, and 
whidi they would have been careful not to fupprefs. — 5. The publi«atk>n of Indulgences ia 
Germany was not ufually committed to the Auguftinians. The promulgation of them at 
three different periods under Julius IL was granted to the Francifcans ; the Dominicans 
had been employed in the fame office a (hort time before the prclent period* Palav. p. 46. 
6, The promulgatbn of thoie Indulgences which firft excited Luther's indignation was 
entrufted to the archbilhop of Mentz in conjundion with the guardian of the Francilcaos ; 
but the latter having decUned accepting of that truft, the fole right became vefted m the 
archbilhop. Palav. 6. Seek. 16, 17. — 7. Luther was not inftigated by his fuperiors 
among the Auguftinians to attack the Dominicans their rivals, or to depreciate indulgences 
becauie they were promulgated by them ; his oppofition to their opinions and vices pro« 
ceeded from more Uudable motives. Seek. p. 15^ 32. Lutheri Opera i. p. 64. 6. 8. 
A diploma of indulgences is publiflied by Herm. Von dcr Hardr, from v\hk:h it appears 
that the name of the guardian of the Francifcans is retained together with that of the arch- 
biOiop, although the former did not a£^. The limits of the cojntry to which their com* 
miffions extended* viz. the diocefes of Mentz, Magdeburg, Halberftadt, and the territories 
cf the marquis of firandebnrgh^ are mentioned in that diploma. Hift. Li:eraria Reformat. 
ftrtiv.p.14. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile, thefe novelties in Luther's dodlrines which BookIL 
interefted all Germany, excited little attention and no alarm in ^^^^T'^ ' 

•^ The court 

the court of Rome. Leo, fond of eleerant and refined pleafures, of Rome at 
intent upon great fchemes of policy, a ftranger to theological Luilicr. 
controverfies, and apt to defpife them, regarded with theutmoft 
indifference the operations of an obfcure Friar^ who, in the heart 
of Germany, carried on a fcholaftic difputation in a barbarous 
ftile. Little did he apprehend, or Luther himfelf dream, that 
the eflFeds of this quarrel would be fo fatal to the papal fee, Leo 
imputed the whole to monaftic enmity and emulation, and 
feemed inclined not to interpofe in the conteft, but to allow the 
Auguftinians and Dominicans to wrangle about the matter with 
their ufual animofity. 



The folicitations, however, of Luther's ad verfaries, exafpe- ThcprogrcB^ 

of Luther' 
opinions. 



rated to an high degree by the boldnefs and feverity with which ®'^^"''***'* 



he animadverted oa their writings, together with the furprizing 

progrefs which his opinions made indifferent parts of Germaay, 

rouzed at lafl the attention of the court of Rome, and obliged 

Leo to take meafures for the fecurity of the church againfl an 

attack that appeared now too ferious to be defpifed. For this 

end, he fummoned Luther to appear at Rome, within fixty days, ^^.^ ^^'^^ 

before the auditor of the chamber, and the fame Prierias who ^^n^^ to ap* 

had written againfl him, whom he empowered to examine his 

doctrines, and to decide concerning them. He wrote, at the 

fame time, to the Eleftor of Saxony, befefching him not to pro- 

tedl a man whofe heretical and profane tenets were fo fhockmg ^ 

to pious ears ; and enjoirved the Provincial of the Auguflinians 

to check by his authority the rafhnefs of an arrogant monk, 

which brought difgrace upon the order of St. Augufline, and 

jave offence and diflurbance to the whole church. 

KAore 



t 
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Book tl. From the ftrain of thcfe letters, as well as from the nomina- 

^^T"^ ' tion of a judge fo prejudiced and partial as Prierias, Luther eafily 

empowtrs his faw what fcntence he might expert at Rome. He difcovered, 

him in Ger- for that reafon, the utmoft folicitude, to have his caufe tried in 

'"^"^'' Germany, and before a lefs fufpedled tribunal. The univerfity 

of Wittembergr anxious for the fafety of a man who did (6 much 

honour to their fociety, wrote to the Pope, and after employing 

Several pretexts to excufe Luther from appearing at Rome, 

intrcated Leo to commit the examination of his dodrines to fome 

perfons of learning and authority in Germany. The Eledlor 

requcfted the fame thing of the Pope's legate at the diet of 

Augfburg ; and as Luther himfelf, who, at that time, was fo far 

from having any intention to difclaim the papal authority, that 

he did not even entertain the fmalleft fufpicion concerning its 

divine original, had written to Leo a moft fubmiflive letter, pro- 

. mifing-an unreferved compliance with his will, the Pope gratified 

them fo far as to empower his legate in Germany, cardinal 

Cajctan, a Dominican, eminent for fcholaftic learning, and paf- 

fionatcly de^'oted to the Roman fee, to hear and determine the 

caufc. 



Lvther rp. LuTHER, though he had good reafon to decline a judge cho- 

thtf legate. ^^^ among his avowed adverfaries, did not hefitate about appear- 
ing before Cajetan, and having obtained the Emperor's fafe- 
condudl, immediately repaired to Augfburg. The -Cardinal 
received him with decent rcfpedl, and endeavoured at firft to 
gain upon him by gentle treatment : But thinking it beneath 
the dignity of his ftation to enter into any formal difpute, he 
required him, by virtue of the apoftolic powers with which he 
was cloathed, to retradt the errors he had uttered with regard to 
Indulgences, and the nature of faith j and to abftain, for the 

future, 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 89 

fotortb from the publication of new and datigerous opimone. Boc* 11. 
Luther J fully perfuaded of the truth of his own tenets, and con- ^' ~'"" 
firmed in the belief of tliem by the approbation they had met 
with among peifons confpicuous both for their learning and 
piety, was furjnized at this irrupt mention of a recantation 
before any endeavours were ufed to convince him that he was 
miftaken* He had Mattered himfelf, that in a conference con- 
cerning the points in difpute, with a prelate of fuch diftinguifhed 
abilities, he would be able to' remove many of thofe imputations 
i/^ith w4)ieh the ignortflkee or malice of bis antagonifts had loadeH 
bim ; but the high tone df authority which theCar^i^ afTumedy 
exdnguifhed at once ^11 hopes of this kindy aafl cut oS every 
profpeA of advaiHtge from the interview. I|is native intre* Hit intrepid 
jpidity of mind, however, did not defert him. He declared, ^***'' 
with the utmoft firmnefs, that he could not, with a iafe coA?- 
fcience, renounce opinions which he believed to be true; nor 
ffaould any confideration ever induce him to do what would be 
fo ba£e in itfelf, and fi> offenfive to God. At the fame time, Jbe 
continued toexprefs no leis reverence than formerly for the 
authority of the apoftolic ke*i he fignified his wlllingne(s to 
fubmit the whole controverfy to certain univerfities which he 
named, and promifed neither to write nor to jHreach for thefutiu« 
concerning Indulgences, provided his adverfaries were likewife 
enjoined to be iilent with reSpeSt to them *. All thefe offers 
Cajetan difiregarded or rejeded, and (till iniiflcd peremptorily on 
a iim]^ recantation^ threatening him with ecdefiaftical cenfures, 
and forbidding him to appear again in his prefence, unleis be 
relblved inftandy to comply with what he required. This 
haughty and violent manner of proceeding, as well as other cir- 
cumftances, gave Luther's friends fuch ftrong reafons to fufpe<3:» 

* Loth. Opcr. rol. i. p. 164. « Ibid. p. 169. 
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tliat even the Imperial fafe-condu£t would not be able to proted 
him from the legate's power and refentment, that they pre- 
vailed on him to withdraw fccretly from Augfburg, and to return 
to his own country. But before his departure, according 
His appeal, to a form of which there had been fome examples, he prepared 
a folemn appeal, from the Pope ill-informed at that time con- 
cerning his caufe, to the Pope when he (hould receive more full 
information with refpedt to it^ 

He is fup. Ca JET AN, enraged at Luther's abrupt retreat, and the publi- 

Sllaor^of ^'^^ cation of his appeal, wrote to the Eledlor of Saxony, complaining 
^*«®ny- of both ; and requiring him, as he regarded the peace of the 

church, or the authority of its head, either to fend that feditious 
monk a prifoner to Rome, or to banifli him out of his territo- 
ries. It was not from theological confiderations that Frederick 
had hitherto countenanced Luther; he feems to have been much 
a ftranger to controverfies of^hat kind, and to have been little 
interefted in them. His protection flowed ahnoft entirely, as 
hath been already obferved, from political motives, and was 
afforded with great fecrecy and caution. He had neither heard 
any of Luther's difcourfes, nor read any of his books ; and 
though all Germany refounded with his fame, he had never once 
admitted him into his prefence *. But upon this demand which 
the Cardinal made, it became neceflary to throw off fomewhat 
.of his former referve. He had been at great expcnce, and had 
beftowcd much attention on founding a new univerfity, an objedl 
of confiderable importance to every German prince; and forefee- 
ing how fatal a blow the removal of Luther would be to its repu- 
tation \ he, under various pretexts, and with many profcflions 

' SIcid. Hill, of Reforin. p. 7. Seckcnd. p. 45. Luth. Oper. 1. 163. 
iScckend. p. 27. Sleid. HiH. p. 12. ^ Seckend. p. 59. 
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of eftecm for the Cardinal, and of reverence for the Pope, 
declined complying with either of his requefts,. and openly dif- 
covered great concern for Luther's fafety *. 

The inflexible rigour with which Cajetan infifted on a Mot? w of 
fimple recantation, gave great offence to Luther's followers in ^nd?a!^* 
that age, and hath fince been ccnfured as imprudent, by fcveral 
Popifh writers. But it was impoffible for the legate to aO: an- 
other part. The judges before whom Luther had been required 
to appear at Rome, were fo eager to difplay their zeal againft his 
errors, that, without waiting the expiration of the fixty days 
allowed him in the citation, they had already condemned him as 
an heretick''. Leo had in feveral of his brieves and letters, ftig- 
matized him as a child of iniquity, and a man given up to a 
reprobate fenfe. Nothing lefs, therefore, than a recantation 
could fave the honour of the church, whofe maxim it is never to 
abandon the fmalleit |>oint it has eftablifhed, and which is even 
precluded, by its pretenfions to infallibility, from having it in its 

power to do fo. 

* 

Luther^ fituation, meanwhile, was fuch as would have filled Lutlicr's per.. 
any other perfon with the moft difquieting« apprehenfions. He ^"' ^^«^"oo* 
could not exped that a prince fo prudent and cautious as Fre- 
derick would, on his account, fet at defiance the thunders of the 
church, and brave the papal power which had cruflied fome of 
the moft powerful of the Gentian Emperors. He knew what 
veneration was paid, at that time, to ecclefiaflical decifions ; what 
terror ecclefiaftical cenfures carrijed along with them, and how 
eafily thefe might intimidate and fhake a prince, who was rather 

' Skid. IM. p. lo. Lutb. Oper« i. 172. ^ Luth. Oper. i. 161. 
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his protedor from policy, than his difciple frdm <!Otivi£don« If 
he fhould be obliged to qnit Sax6ny, he had »^ |>tof]^£k: c£ any 
' other afylum, and muft (land e^pdfed to ivhateveT {KmidiilieQt 
the rage or bigotry of his enemies could inflift. Though fen- 
fiblc of his danger, he difcover^d no fymptoms of timidity, or 
J remiflhefs, but continued to vindicate his owncondud: and opi'^* 

nions, and to ibYeigh againft t^ofe of hie adverfaries with more 
vehemence than ever \ 



He appeal* BuT as every flep taken by the court of Rome, particularly 

coimair the irregular fentence by which he had been fo precipitately de- 
clared a heretick, convihced Luther ttui Leo would foon proceed 
to the moil violent meafores againft him^ he had recourfe to the 
only expedient in his poWer, ifei Order to prevent the cffed of the 
Papal cenfures. He appealed toageneral council, which he affirmed 
to be the reprefentative of the d&tholic chujxh, and fuperior in 
power to the Fope, who beittg a fdlible man, might ert, as St* 
Peter, the moft perfeQ: of his pfedecelfots, had erred*. 

A new boll in It foon appeared, that Luther had not formed rafli conjedlures 
dulgwiccs^ concerning the ixiteDrtions oE the Romiih churdu A bull, cf a. 
date prior to hiB iippetl. Was iiRied by the Pope, in which he 
magnifies the virtue land efficacy of hudulgences ia terms aa 
extravlagant as any of his predecdExrs had ventured to u!(e ia 
thedairkeft ages ; a^ without applying fudLpaUiatives, or men-v 
Zoning iucK coRceffions as tke junduse feemed to t:all for^ lie 
lequired all Cl^ifiians to a^nt to what Ibe delivered as the doc*^ 
trine of the Catholic church, and fubjeifted diole who ihould: 
hold or teach any contrary opinioa to the. heavieft ecclefiaftical. 
cenfures. 

LSeckcnd^ p. 59. * $eid. Hift. 12*. Luth. Opcr.i. 179. 
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Among Luther's followers, this bull, which they confidcred Book IL 
as an unjuftifiaWe effort of the Pope in order to preferve that rich * . '.» 7^ 
branch of his revenue which arofe from Indulgences, produced death of ad- 
little eflFe£t. But, among the reft of his countrymen, fuch a clear Liuh J^ '^ 
decifion of the fovereign Pontiff againft him, and enforced bjr 
fuch dreadful penalties, muft have been attended with confe- 
quences very fatal to his caufe ; if thefe had not been pre-- 
vented in a great meafure by the death of the Emperor Maxi* 
milian, whom both his principles and his intereft prompted to 
fupport the authority of the holy fee. In confequence of this 
event, the vicariat of that part of Germany which is governed by 
the Saxon laws, was committed to the Ele<aor of Saxony; and 
ifinder the (helter of his friendly adminiftration> Luther not only 
enjoyed tranquillity, but his opinions were fufFered, during the- 
inter-regnum which preceded Charles^ eleftipn, to taj?c root in» 
different places^ and to grow up to fome degree of ftrength and' 
fixmnefs* Leo too, to whom the ele<ftionof an Emperor was a 
point more interefting than a thecJogical controverfy, which he 
did not underftand, and of which he could not forefee the confe- 
quences, being extremely folicitous not to irritate a Prince of 
foch confiderable influence in the eledoral college as Frederick,, 
difcovered a great unwillingnefs to pronounce the fentence of 
excommunication againft Luther, which his adyerfaries conti— 
ifually demanded with the moft clamorous importunity.. 

To thefe political views of the Pbpe, as well as to his natural .Sa/i)enfidii of|{ 
averfion from fevere meafure^, was owing the fufpenfion of any JT^fiLSShS^* 
further proceedings againft Luther for eighteen months. Per- 
petual negociations, however, in order to bring the matter to 
feme amicable iffue, were carried en during that fp^ce:: The 
manner in which thefe were conduced having given Luther 
many opportunities of obferving the corruption gf the court of 
Rome; its obftinacy in adhering to cftablifhed errors; and itsi 

indifference 
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Book II. indifference about truth, however clearly propofed, or ftrongly 

He be ins to P^^^^^f ^^ began- to utter fome doubts with regard to the divine 

<»iHnqucflioD original of the Papal authority.- A publick difputation was held 

ihority. upon this important queftion at Leipfick, between Luther and 

Eccius, one of his moft learned and formidable antagonifts ; but 

it was as friiitlefs and indecilive as fuch fcholaftic coml)ats ufually 

* prove. Both parties boafted of having obtained the vidory ; 

both were confirmed in their ov^m opinions; and no progrefs 

was made towards deciding the point in controverfy \ 

Reformation NoR did this fpirit of mutiny againft the deiStrincs and ufur#* 
landr"^^^' pations of the Romifh church, break out in Saxony Alone; an 
attack no lefs fierce, and occafioned by the &me caufes, was made 
upon them about this time in Switzerland. The Francifcans 
being entrufted with the promulgation of Indulgences in that 
country, executed their commiflion with the fame indifcretion 
and rapacioufnefs, which had rendered the Dominicans fo odious 
in Germany. They proceeded, neverthclefs, with uninterrupted 
. fuccefs till they arrived at Zurich. There Zuinglius, a man not 
inferior to Luther himfelf in zeal and intrepidity, ventured to 
oppofc them ; and being animated with a republican boldnefs, 
and free from thofe reftraints which fubjedion to the will of a 
Prince impofed on the German reformer, lie advanced with more 
daring and rapid fteps to overturn the whole fabric of the efta- 
blifhed religion ^ The appearance of fuch a vigorous auxiliary, 
and the progrefs which he made, was, at firft, matter of great 
joy to Luther, though on the other hand, the decrees of the uni-- 
yerfities of Cologne and Louvain, which pronounced his opinions 
to be erroneous, afforded great caufe of triumph to his adver- 
faries. 

* Lath, Oper. i. 199. * Sleid. Hift. asr. Seckend. ^9. 
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But ihe tffldSU«l«i-^pirH» of tuihcrj accqxrircd firefli vigour Book IL 
j^pQMi rfWfry -iftfttiuss (rf opjJodBwMj aTt^-ptifliin^ on his inquiries LlJthPIboid. 
^,:!J^l^p^i^^iftfiTtL-6ic^400b^^ to fliaketha "^^; »««*?'»- 

^^>^iiiih0qy(tataitx^ %e*Jair6r|<8yerif the church *'* * 

/{^ vv^B'eibUiikcdt/'-Lflc^ W(P*al kft^to' b^«^bfl!l^'&ced,-'that aU 
f^, kdpesdf itpi![hnirfg'^hitfi)>^fdr»^r|tkg vN:iiHalh'|^e^ietif ftre- 
. r farfn iSf^rejtt Vifflom %xdai^<^(^g^|^.iaidlc!t'^Hon» 
4 . td^Kr&rihi %luiill:t% ^0{>aWflprecgi^tid^i|^nrtt^^pj^^^^ . 
■ "^^rihiefiAi^me herehc, who during thre? years had bpeh ^tfea^ 
vouring to fubvert every thing facred and venerable, ftill to - 
#emam iinthin the bofem of the chureh j»*fhe" dighiQr^thl?j^al . 
fee rendered the rtllrfbyigbrotfS prdcee^ingd 'tteceffafy;* fttllij^ *' * 
Jiimperdn & ^s^jhoped^ vumfid fuppef^ k4 a^tilMfy^^ hOr ^ia^ kf-. 
ibetnl ^«Mi mt ifae^dapir o^^ai<mji(/b\Ai fo far'JfSIFg'e^lir^ 




canons w^i'boWaR^^^ ^ ^ixpreffoT ^Wi^*i?iV 

ihoft uBexceptibnabrKf^forthality. At lift, on the iSfietnthof Jupie, .Bon of «x- 
<S^tho«fanf4vi'todf©daiid twenty, the bulKlTo fali^t^ the .toa^S^^ 
•chdttlr&*-itafti<^ Was iflbetf. Forty-one pro]poritt(fes;'Scf rafted ] ■«•'"* "^^ - 
• tftrt ©f -Luther's' woAsi are therein cbndeiAlaetf as Jh'crfitical, 
' HiSSiAkitiii aflid-oSenfivd ib jwoiisi.&rs'j aflpeAjng-'ar*' forbidden ^ 
tdread^b'>)<Hitittg^,- u|)Ai'']^amv6f e*^^ fuch as 

bad any'of Aeirf ifi; ttietf' ctiffedy,'.are cc/nimanded to commit 
theiii' to Ate fiaiSfe' i' ^nd behilhfeliF, if he did hot,' within fixty . 
<days, piiWickly recant his errors, and burn his books, is' pro- 
nounced an olJ^ftinate' heretic ; is excommunicated, and delivered • 
unto Satan for the ddfthiiaibn of his flcfli ; and all/eciilar Princes - 
ai^e retpxircd, under- piin^of incurring the fame cenfure^ to leize 
his perfon, that he might be puniihed a% his crimes "defetved \ 
^, • » Palavic. 27. Luth. Opcr. i. 423/ 
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Book IL The publication of this bull in Germany excited various 
ThcefTeaof paifions in different places. Luther's adverfaries exulted, as if 
thitinGir- j^g party and opinions had been crufhed at once by fuch a deci- 
five blow. His followers, whofe reverence for the papal au- 
thority daily diminifhed, read Leo's anathemas with more in- 
dignation than terror. In fome cities, the people violently 
obftru£ked the promulgation of the bull ; in others, thofe who 
attempted to publifli it were infulted, and the bull itfelf torn in 
pieces, and trodden under foot ^ 

ttod apM This fentence, which he had for fome time expeded, did 

Luther. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Non 17* not difconcert or intimidate Luther. After renewing his appeal 
to a general council, he publifhed remarks upon the bull of 
excommunication ; and being now perfuaded that Leo had been 
guilty both of impiety and iiijuftice in his proceedings againft 
him, he boldly declared the Pope to be that man of fin, or Anti- 
chriftt whofe appearance is foretold in the New Teftament ; he 
declaimed againft his tyranny and ufurpations with greater vio- 
lence than ever ; he exhorted all Chriftian Princes to (hake off fuch 
an ignominious yoke ; and boafted of his own happinefs in being 
marked out as the objeA of ecclefiaftical indignation, becaufe he 
had ventured to affert the liberty of mankind. Nor did he confine 
his expreifions of contempt for the papal power to words alone ; 
Leo having, in execution of the bull, appointed Luther's books 
to be burnt at Rome, he, by way of retaliation, aflembled all the 
profeffors and ftudents in the univerfity of Wittemberg, and with 
great pomp, and before a vaft multitude of fpeftators, caft the 
volumes of the canon law, together with the bull of excommu- 
nication into the flames ; and his example was imitated in feveral 
cities of Germany. The manner in which he juftified this adion 

4 Seckrnd. p. ii6. 
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was ftill more provoking than the adion itfelf. He coUeded 
from the canon law fome of the moft extravagant propofxtions 
with regard to the plenitude and omnipotence of the Pope*8 
power, and the fubordination of all fecular jurifdidion to his 
authority, and publifhed thefe with a commentary, pointing out 
the impiety of fuch tenets, and their evident tendency to fub- 
vert all civil government'. 

Such was the progrefs which Luther had made, and fuch State of the 
tlie ftate of his party, when Charles arrived in Germany. No when "chadw 
fecular Prince had hitherto embraced Luther's opinions; no Gc^iwny. 
change in the eftablifhcd forms of worfhip had been introduced; 
and no encroachments made upon the pofleffions or jurifdi£tion 
of the clergy; neither party had yet proceeded to adion; and 
the controverfy, though conduced with great heat and paffion 
on both fides, was ftill carried on with its proper weapons, with 
thefes, difputations, and replies. A deep impreffion, however, 
was made upon the minds of the people ; their reverence for 
ancient inftitutions and doftrines was fhaken ; and the materials 
were already fcattered which produced the combuftion that foon 
fpread over all Germany. Students crowded from every pro- 
vince of the Empire to Wittemberg ; and under Luther himfelf, 
Melan6:hon, Carloftadius, and other mafters, then reckoned 
eminent, imbibed opinions, which, on their return, they pro- 
pagated among their countrymen, who liftened to them with 
that fond attention, which truth when accompanied with novelty 
naturally commands'. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfadions, the court of Rome, Rcflcaions 
though under the diredion of one of its ableft PontiflFs, neither SSa Jf u^"""' 

court of 
r Luth. Opcr. ii, 316, • Sickcnd. 59, ^^'°*' 
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Book II. formed its fchemes with that profound fagacity, nor executed 
them with that fteady perfeverance, which had long rendered it 
the mofl perfed model of political wifdom to the reft of Europe. 
When Luther began to declaim againft Indulgences, two diffe- 
rent methods of treating him lay before the Pope ; by adopting 
one of which the attempt, it is probable, might have been 
crufhcd, and by the other it might have been rendered innocent. 
If Luther's fir ft departure from the dodrines of the church had 
inftantly drawn upon him the weight of its cenfures, the dread 
of thefe might have reftrained the Eledlor of Saxony fix>m pro- 
tedling him, might have deterred the people from liftening to big 
difcourfcs, or even might have overawed Luther himfelf ; and his 
name, like that of many good men before his time, would now 
have been known to the world only for his honeft but ill-timed 
effort to corredfc the corruptions of the Rcnaifh church. Or on 
the other hand) if the Pope had early teftified fome difpleafure 
with the vices and excefTes of thofe who had been employed to 
publiih Indulgences; if he had forbidden the meBtioning of 
controverted points in difcourfes, addrefled to the people ; if he 
had enjoined the difputants on both fides to be filent ; if he had 
been careful not to rifque the cwdit of the church by defining^ 
articles which had hitherto been lefl: undetermined, Luther would, 
probably, have ftopt Ihort at his firit difcoveries : He would not 
have been forced in felf-defence to venture upon new ground, and 
the whole controverfy might poffibly have died away infcnfibly ; 
or being confined entirely to the fchools, might have been carried 
on with as little detriment to the peace and unity of the Romifli 
church, as that which the Frandfcans maintain with the Domi- 
nicans, concerning the immaculate conception, or that between 
the Janfenifts and Jefuits concerning the operations of grace. 
But Leo, by fluduating between thefe oppofite fyftems, and by 
embracing them alternately, defeated the efFeSs of both. By 

5 aJ^ 
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an improper exertion of authority, Luther was exafperated, but 
not reftrahied. By a miftaken exercife of lenity, time was given 
^ot his opinions to fpread, but no progrefs made towards recon- 
t^iling him to the church ; and even the fenteftce of excommuni- 
cation, which at another junfture might have been decifive, was 
delayed fo long, that it became at laft fcarce an objed: of terror. 



Such a feries of errors in the meafares of a court, feldom and upon the 
chargeable with miftaking its own true intereft, is not more Luthtr. 
aftonifhing than the wifdom which appeared in Luther's condudi. 
Though a perfect ftranger to the maxims of human prudence, 
and incapable, from the impetuofity of his temper, of obferving 
them, he wis led naturally by the method in which he made his 
difcoveries, to carjy on his operations in a manner which con- 
t];ibuted more to their fuccefs, than if every ftep he took had 
been prefcribed by the moft artful policy. At the time when 
he fet himfelf to oppofe Tetzel, he was far from intending that 
reformation, wHch he afterwards effeded ; and would have 
trembled with horror at the thoughts of what at laft he 
gloried in accomplifhing. The knowledge of truth was not 
poured into his mind, all at once, by any fpecial revelation ; he 
acquired it by induftry and meditation, and his progrefs, of con- 
fequence, was gradual. The dodrines of Popery are fo clofely 
conneded, that the cxpofing of one error conducted him natu- 
rally to the detci^ion of others ; and all the parts of that artificial 
fabric were fo linked together, that the pulling down of one 
lopfened the foundation of the reft, and rendered it more eafy 
to overturn them. In confuting the extravitgant tenets con- 
cerning Indulgences, he was obliged to inquire into the true caufc 
of our juftification and acceptance with Cod. Tlic knowlcd^;e 
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Book II. of that, difcovered to him by degrees the Inutility of pilgrimages 
^^~ ^' and pennances ; the vanity of relying on the interceffi^ of faints ; 
the impiety of worfliipping them ; the abufes of auricular confef- 
fxon ; and the imaginary exiftence of purgatory. The detedion 
of fo many errors, led him of courfe to confxder the chara£ker of 
the clergy who taught them; and their exorbitant wealth, the 
fevere injundion of celibacy, and the intolerable rigour of mo- 
naftic vows appeared to him the great fources of their corruption. 
From thence, it was but one ftep to call in queftion the divine 
original of the papal power, which authorized and fupported 
fuch a fyftem of errors. As the unavoidable refult of the 
whole, he difclaimed the infallibility of the Pope, the decifions of 
fchoolmen, or any other human authority, and appealed to the 
word of God as the only flandard of theological truth. To this 
gradual progrefs Luther owed his fuccefs. His hearers were not 
fhocked at firft by any propofition too repugnant to their ancient 
prejudices, or too remote ftom eftablifhed opinions. They were 
conduded infenfibly from one doftrine to another. Their faith 
and convidtion were able to keep pace with his difcoveries. To 
the fame caufe was owing the inattention, and even indifference, 
with which Leo viewed Luther's firft proceedings. A direct or 
violent attack upon the authority of the church, would have 
drawn upon him at once the whole weight of its vengeance; 
but as this was far from his thoughts, as he continued long to 
profefs great refpe£t for the Pope, and made repeated offers of 
fubmiffion to his decifions, there fcemed to be no reafon for 
apprehending that he would prove the author of any defperate 
revolt ; and he was fuffercd to proceed ftep by ftep, in under- 
mining the conftitution of the church, till the remedy applied at 
laft came too late to produce any effed. 

But 
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But whatever advantages Luther*s caufe derived either from Book II. 
the miftakes of his adverfaries, or frbm his own good condudt, \ T'T ^ 

, An inquiry 

the fudden progrefs and firm eftablifhment of his dodtrines, muft into the 
not be afcribed to thefe alone. The fame corruptions in the contHbmcd 
church of Rome which he condemned, had been attacked long onh^aX? 
before his appearance, and the fame opinions which he now pro- n^^tion. 
pagated, had been publifhed in diflFerent places, and were fup- 
ported by the fame arguments. Waldus in the twelfth centiu-y, 
WicklifF in the fourteenth, and Hufs in the fifteenth, had 
inveighed againft the errors of Popery with great boldnefs, and 
confuted them with more ingenuity and learning than could 
have been expeded in thofe illiterate ages in which tliey flou- 
riflied. But all thefe premature attempts towards a reformation 
proved abortive. Such feeble lights, incapable of difpelling the 
darknefs which then covered the church, were foon extinguilhedj 
and though the dodrines of thefe pious men produced fome 
efFeds, and left fome traces in the country where they taught, 
they were neither extenfive nor confiderable. Many powerful 
caufes contributed to facilitate Luther*s progrefs, which either 
did not exift, or did not operate with fiill force in their days ; 
and at the critical and mature jundure when he appeared, cir- 
cumftances of every kind concurred in rendering each flep he 
took fuccefsful. 

The long and fcandalous fchifm which divided the church, Thelonjr 
during the latter part of the fourteenth, and the beginning of fo^r^^enlh^^ 
the fifteenth centuries, had a great efFed in diminifhing the century, 
veneration with which the world had been accuftomed to view 
the papal dignity. Two or three contending Pontiffs roaming 
about Europe at a time; fawning on the Princes whom they 
wanted to gain j fqucezing the countries which acknowledged 

6 their 
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Book II. their authority ; excommunicating their rivals, and curfing 
^ -^ ' thofe who adhered to them, difcreditcd their pretenfions to infal- 
libility, and expofed both their perfons and their office to con- 
tempt. The laity, to whcwn all parties appealed, came to learn 
that fome right of private judgment belonged to them, and 
acquired the exercife of it fo far as to chufe, among thefe infallible 
guides, whom they would pleafe to follow. The proceedings 
of the councils of Conftance and Bafil, fpread ftill wider this 
difrefped: for the Romilh fee, and by their bold exertion of 
authority in depofing and cleSing Popes, taught the world that 
there was in the church a jurifdidtion fuperior even to the papal 
power, which they had long believed to be fupreme. 

Thepontifi- The wound given on that occafion to the papd authority 

catesofAlex- ,-11 « 1 t n Ay 1 ^rr^ 

andcrVl. and Was Icarce healed up, when the pontificates ox Alexander VI. 

^ * ' and Julius II. both able princes, but deteftable ecclefialHcs, 
raifed new fcandal in Chriftendom. The profligate morals of 
the former in private life ; the fraud, the injufticc and cruelty 
of his publick adminiftration, place him on a level with thofe 
tyrants; whofe deeds are the greateft reproach to human nature* 
Tlie latter, though a flxanger to thefe odious paffions which 
prompted his predeceffor to commit fo many ulinatural crimes, 
was under the dominion of a reftlefs and ungovernable ambi- 
tion, which fcorned all confiderations of gratitude, of decency, cm: 
of juftice, when they obftrudied the execution of his fchemes. 
It was fcarce poffible to be firmly perfuaded that the infallible 
knowledge of a religion, whofe chief precepts are purity and 
humility, was depofited in the breafts of the impious Alexander, 
or the overbearing Julius. The opinion of thofe who exalted 
the authority of a council above that of the Pope fpread wonder- '• 

fully under their pontificates : And as the Empcpor and French ' "*" « 

^ * . Kings, 
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Kings, who were alternately engaged in hoftilities with thefe Book It 
adive PontiflFs, permitted and evea encouraged their fubjedls to ^^ ^'^ ' 
expofe their vice$ with all the violence of invedlive, and all the 
petulance of ridicule, men*s ears being accuftomed to thefe, were, 
not ihocked with the bold or ludicrous difcourfes of Luther and 
his followers concerning the papal dignity. 

. Nor werq fuch excefles confined to the head of the church ^. . 

The immorat: 
alone. Many of the dignified clergy, both fecular and regular, Jivw of the 

being the younger fons of noble families, who had aflumed the 
ecclefiaftical charader for no other reafon but that they found in 
the church ftations of great dignity and affluence, were accuftomed 
totally to negle£t the duties of their office, and indulged them- 
felves without referve in all the vices to which great wealth 
and idlenefs naturally give birth. Though the inferior dergy^ 
were prevented by their poverty from imitating the expcnfive 
luxury of their fuperiors, yet grofs ignorance and low debauchery 
rendered them as contemptible as the other were odious \ The 
fevere and unnatural law of celibacy, to which both were 
equally fubjedl, occafioned fuch irregularities, that in feveral 
parts of Europe the concubinage of priefts was not only permit- 
ted, but enjoined. The employing of a remedy fo coatrary to 
the genius of the Chriftian religion, is the ftrongeft proof thafc 
the crimes it was intended to prevent were both numerous and 
flagrant. Long before the fixteenth century, many authors of 

* The corrupt Aatc of the church prior to the ReformadoBy is acknowledged by an 
aothor^ who was both ^ndantly able to judge concerning this matter, and who was nor 
over forward to coofefs it. " For forae years (fays he) before the Lotlreran and 
Calviniftic herefics were publittied, there was not (as contemporary authors teftify) an/ 
fevcnfmjn eccledafticarjudicatories, any cfilbipHne with regard to morals, any knowledge of 
(acred literature, any reverence for divine thing5, there was not aloioft any idigioq remain^ 
iDg.** Bellaiminas C^ncio. xxviii. Open torn. vi. coL igS^tdit, Colont i6i7« apud Ger* 
defi] Hift. Evang*. Renovati voUI. p. 25. 

gr^at 
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Book II. 



great name and authority give fuch defcriptions of the diflblute 
morals of the clergy, as feem almoft incredible in the prefent 
age". The voluptuous lives of ecclefiaftics occafioned great 
fcandal, not only becaufe their manners were inconfiftent with 
their facred charader ; but the laity being accuftomed to fee feveral 
of them raifed from the loweft fbitions to the greateft affluence, 
did not fhew the fame indulgence to their excefles, as to thofe of 
perfons poflefled of hereditary wealth or grandeur ; and viewing 
their condition with more envy, they cenfur«l their crimes with 
greater fe verity. Nothing, therefore, could be more acceptable 
to Luther's hearers, than the violence with which he exclaimed 
againft the immoralities of churchmen, and every perfon in his 
audience could, from his own obfervation, confirm the truth of 
his inveftives. 



The facility 
with which 
theie immo. 
ralities were 
pardoDcd. 



The fcandal of thefe crimes was greatly increafed by the 
facility with which thofe who committed them, obtained par- 
don. In all the European kingdoms, the impotence of the civil 

^ Centum Gravamina. Nat. German, in Fafciculo Rer. £xpentei\d« Sc Fugiendarum, 
per Ortuinum Gradum, vol. i. 361. S.e innumerable pailages to the fame purpofe in 
the rppendix, or fecond volume, publiflied by Ed»v. Brown. See alfo Herm. Von dcr 
llardr, Hid. Lit. Reform, pars iii. and the vaft colleQions of Walchius io his four volumes 
of Monimenta medii zvi. Gotiing. 1757. 

The authors I have quoted enumerate the vices of the clergy. When they ventured 
upon crimes, they would not be fcrupulous with refpe^ to the decorum of behaviour. 
Accordingly their negled of the decent condud fuitable to their profei&ony (eems to 
have given great cfFtnce. In order to illuArate this I fhall tranfcribe one pa/Iage, 
bccaofc it is taken not from any author whofe profeff^d purpofe it was to defcribe the 
improper condud of the clergy ; and who from prejudice or artiF.ce may be fuppofed to 
aggravate the charge againft them. The Emperor Charles IV. in a letter to the arch- 
bifiiop of Mentz, A. D. 1359* exhorting him to reform the diforders of the clergy, thus 
exptefTes himfelf: '* De Chrifli patrimonio, ludos, haftiludia & torneamenta exercent ; 
habitum militarem cum prxtextis aureis & argeoieis geilant, & calceos militares ; comam 
& barbam natrinnt, 8c nihil quod ad vitam 8c ordinem ecclefiafticum fpedat, ofteadunr. 
Miliuribus fe duotaxat 8c fecularibus adlibus, vita Sc moribus, in fuae frlutis di/pendiom^ 8c 
gcnerale populi fcandalum, immifcent. Codex Diplomaticas Anecdotoruai, per VaL 
^rd. Gudenam, 4to« ¥ol. iii. p. 438. 

magiilrate, 
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magiftraW, undet forms of government extremely irregular Book IL 
and turbulent, made it neceffary to relax the rigour of juftice, 
and upon payment of a certain fine or compofition prefciibed 
by law, to remit farther puniiliment, even of the moft atrocious 
crimes. The court of Rome, always attentive to the means of 
augmenting its revenues, imitated this pradlice, and by a pre- 
pofterous accommodation of it to religious concerns, granted 
its pardons to fuch tranfgreflbrs as gave a fum of money in order 
to purchafe them. As the idea of a compofition for crimes was 
then familiar, this flrange trafiick was fo far from fhocking 
mankind, that it foon becaEie general; and to prevent any im-* 
pofition in carrying it on, the officers of the cRoman chancery 
publiflied a book, containing the precife fum to be exacted for 
the pardon of every particular fin. A deacon guiky of murder was 
abfolved for twenty crowns. A bilhop or abbot might aflaffinatc 
for three hundred livres. Any ^cclefiaftic might commit unclean* 
nefs, though with the moft aggravating circumftanccs, for the 
third part of that fum. Even fuch fliocking crimes, as occur 
feldom in human life, and perhaps exift.only in the impure 
imagination of a cafiiift, were taxed at a very moderate rate. 
When a more regular and perfc^ mode of difpenfing jufticc 
came to be introduced into civil courts, the pradlice of paying a 
compofition for <:rimes went gradually into difiife ; and mankind 
having acquired more accurate notions concerning religion and 
morality, the conditions on which the court of Rome beftowed 
its pardons appeared impious, and were confidered as one great 
fource of ecclefiaftical corruption "". 

« Fafclcul. Rcr. Expet. 8c Ftig. !• 355* J. G. Schclhornii Amaenit Litcrar. Francof. 
1725. vol. ii. 369. Diflion. de Bayle. Aitic. ganck & Tuppius. Taxa Caiicellar. 
Rotnana?, Bdit. Fr«ocf. 169 1. paffim. 

Vol. n. P Tm* 
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Book II. This degeneracy of manners among the clergy might, per- 
' ' ' hars, have been tolerated with greater indulgence, if their 

The exorbi- ^ . 

tant wealth of exorbitant riches and power had not enabled them at the fame 
^^'"^'^ ' time, to opprefs all other orders of men. It is the genius of 
fuperftition, fond of whatever is pompous or grand, to fet no 
bounds to its liberality towards perfons whom it efteems facrcd, 
and to think its expreffions of regard defedive unlcfs it hath 
' raifcd them to the heighth of wealth and authority. Hence 
flowed the .extenfive revenues and jurifdidtion poflefled by 
the church in every country of Europe, and w^hich were 
become intolerable to the laity from whofe undifcerning bounty 
they were at firft derived. 

particulaily ia The burdcu,' howevcr, of ecclefiaftical oppreffion had fallen 
with fuch peculiar weight on the Germans, as rendered them, 
though naturally exempt from /levity, and tenacious of their 
ancient cuftoms, more inclinable than any people in Europe 
to liften to thofe who called on them* to aflert their liberty. 
During the long contefts between the Popes and Emperors 
concerning the right of inveftiture, and the wars which thefc 
occafioncd, moft of the confiderable German ecclefiaftics joined 
the papal fadlion; and While >engaged in rebellion Jtgainft the 
liead of the Empire, they feized the Imperial revenues, anJ 
iifurped the Imperial jurifdidion w^ithin their own dioccfcs. 
Upon the re-eftablifhmcnt of tranquillity, they ftill retained 
thefe ufurpations, as if by the length of an unjuft poflcfTion they 
had acquired a legal right to them. , The Emperors, too feeble 
to wreft thcni out of their hands, wxre obliged to grant them 
ficfs of thcfe vaft territories, and they enjoyed all the immuni- 
ties and honours which belonged to feudal barons. By means 
of thefe, many bifliops and abbots in Germany were not only 

ecclcfiafiics-^ 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 107 

€cclefiaftlcs, but princes, and their charadler and manners par- Book II. 
took more of the licence, too frequent among the latter, than of "^ ' 

the fand:it)r which became the former ''• 

The unfettled ftate of government In Germany, and thefre- where the 
qucnt wars to which that country was expofed, contributed agreac"p^irc 
in another manner towards aggrandizing Ecclefiaftics. The ^1^^ ^^°" 
only property during thefe times of anarcliy which enjoyed 
fccurity from the oppreflion of the great, or the ravages of war, 
was that which belonged to the church. This was owing, not 
only to the great reverence for the facred charadler prevalent in 
thofe ages, but to a fuperftitious dread of the fentence of excom- 
munication, which the clergy were ready to denounce againft all 
who invaded their pofleflions. Many obferving this, made a 
furrender of their lands to ecclefiaftics, and confenting to hold 
them in fee of the church, obtained as its vaffals a degree of 
fafety, which without this device they were unable to procure. 
By fuch an increafe of the number of their vaffals, the power of 
ecclefiaftics received a real and permanent augmentation; and 
as lands, held in fee by the limited tenures common in thofe 
ages, often returned to the perfons on whom the fief depended, 
confiderable additions were made in this way to the property of 
the clergy % 

The folicitude of tlie clergy in providing for the fafety of jT^^^^^Fcr. 
their own perfons, was ftill erreater than that which they dif- ""'" ^^ 

1 . r . . . rr cr^ , . - rr ecclefiallicks. 

played in lecunng their poueflions ; and their efforts to attain it 
were ftill more fuccefsful. As they were confecrated to the prieftly 
cftice with much outward folemnity; were diftinguiftied from 
the reft of mankind by a peculiar drefs and manner of life; and 

r F. Paul, Hlftory of Ecdcfiaft. Benefices, p. 107. « F. Paul, Hill, of 

Ecdef. Ceaef. f • 66. BauIainvilliesS, £tatdcFraocc> torn, 1. 169. Lond. 1737. 
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Book II. deprived them of their rights as men and citizens^; and the 
^^""''""^^ ' dread of this rendered even the moft fierce and turbulent fpirits 
obfequious to the authority of the church. 

The devices NoR didtheclcrgynegleft the proper mcthodsof preferring the 

to fccure their Wealth and power which they had acquired with fuch induftry 
ufurpaicns. ^^^ addrcfs. The poflcffions of the church, being confccrated 
to God, were declared to be unalienable ; fo that the funds of a 
fociety which was daily gaining, and could never lofe, grew to 
be immenfe. In Germany, it was computed that the ecclefiaftics 
had got into their hands more than one half of the national pro-^ 
perty^ In otlier nations, the proportion varied; but the fhare 
belonging to the church was every where prodigious, Thefe 
vaft poficlfions were not fubjed: to the burdens impofed on the 
lands of the laity. The German clergy were exempted by law 
from all taxes'"; and if, on any extraordinary emergence, Eccle- 
fiaftics were pleafcd to grant any aid towards fupplying the publick 
. exigencies, this was confidered as a free gift flowing from their 
own generofity, which the civil magiftrate had no title to 
demand, far lefs to exail. In con{^:qucnce of this ftrange fole- 
cifm in government, the laity in Germany had the mortification 
to find thcmfclves loaded with excedive impofitions, becaufe 
thofe v/ho poficfled the grcateft property were freed from any 
obligation to fupport, or to defend the flate. 

ThcGcrrmn Grievovs, liowever, as the exorbitant wealth and nume- 
xroiiiy fo. rous privileges of the clerical order were to the other members 
rc^ntrs. ^^^ ^j^^ Gcrmanickbody, they would have reckoned it fome miti- 
gation of the evil, if tliefe had been pofteffed only by ecclefiaftics 

^ Ccr.tnm Gravam. § rf. g Centum Gravnm. § 2?. *» C.'ntum 

C.-avim. Ib'd. Goldaai Conll. Impcr. ii. 79, id3. PfciTcI Hiit. du Dro.t Publ. 3^0,* 374. 
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rcfiding among themfelvcs, who would have been lefs apt to Book II. 

make an improper ufe of their riches, or to excrcifc their rights ^ 

with unbecoming rigour. But the bifhops of Rome having early 

put in a claim, the boldeft that ever human ambition fuggcftcd, 

of being fupremc and infallible heads of the Chriftian church ; they, 

by their profound policy and unwearied perfeverance, by their 

^ddrefs in availing themfclves of every circumflancc which 

occurred, by taking advantage of the fuperftition of fome 

Princes, of the neceflities of others, and of the credulity of the 

people, at length cllablilhed their pretenfions in oppofition 

both to the intereft and common fenfe of mankind. Germany 

was the country which thcfe Ecclefiaflical fovereigns governed 

with moft abfolute authority. They excommunicated and depo- 

fed fome of its moft illuftrious Emperors, and excited their fub- 

jedls, their minifters, and even their children to take arms againft 

them. Amidft thcfe contefts, the Popes continually extended 

their own immunities, and fpoiled the fecular Princes of their 

moft valuable prerogatives, and the German church felt all the 

rigour of that oppreflion which flows from fubjcvflion to 

foreign dominion, and foreign exadlions. 

The right of conferring benefices, w^hich the Popes ufurpcd Norrinntedby 
during that period of confufion, was an acquifition of great impor- ^^'^ ^ ''^'^* 
tance, an J exalted the ecclefiaflical power upon the ruins of the 
tem.poral. The Emperors and other princes of Germany had 
long bceninpcflefrion of this right, and it fcrved to incrcafc both 
their authority and their revenue. But by wrcfting it out of 
their hands, the Popes were enabled to fill the Empire v/ith their 
own creatures ; they accuftomcd a great body of every prince's 
fubjedsto depend not upon him but upon the Roman k,:; iliey 
bcftovrcd the richeft benefices in every country upon llranf;ers, 

and 
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BookIL deprived them of their rights as men and citizens^; and the 
^*""*'""^^ ' dread of this rendered even the moft fierce and turbulent fpirits 
obfequious to the authority of the church. 

The devices NoR didtheclcrgyneglefJ: the proper mcthodsof preferring the 

to fecurc their Wealth and ix)wcr which they had acquired with fuch induftry 
ufurpaicns. ^^j addrcfs. The pofTcffions of the church, being confccrated 
to God, were declared to be unalienable ; fo that the funds of a 
fociety which was daily gaining, and could never lofe, grew to 
be immcnfe. In Germany, it was computed that the ecclefiailics 
had got into their hands more than one half of the national pro-^ 
perty^ In other nations, the proportion varied; but the fhare 
belonging to the church was every where prodigious, Thefe 
vafl pofibilions were not fubjedl to the burdens impofed on the 
lands of the laity. The German clergy were exempted by law 
from all taxes ^; and if, on any extraordinary emergence, Ecclc- 
fiaftics were plcafcd to grant any aid towards fupplying the publick 
. exigencies, this was confidered as a free gift flowing froiji their 
own gencrofity, which the civil magiftrate had no title to 
demand, lar lefs to exail. In confcquence of this flrange fole- 
cifm in government, the laity in Germany had the mortification 
to find thcmfclvcs loaded with exccdive impofitions, becaufe 
thofc v;ho pofiTcfled the grcateft pmperty were freed from any 
obiigr^tion to fupport, or to defend the flate. 

Tncnrrrn-'n Grihvous, liowever, as the exorbitant wealth and nume- 

tccl fj i'ics 

ir.cii!) Ti. rous privileges of the clerical order were to the other members 

"**"""'* of tlie Gcrmanickbody, they would have reckoned it fome miti- 

g:ition of the evil, if tli.re had been pofieiTeJ only by ecclefiaftics 

f Centum Gravam. § ^ j.. 8 Ccntuii Gnvnm. § 29. *» C:r.tum 

C.-av^m. Ib'd. GolJadi Conft. Iirpcr. ii. 79, id3. PfciTcI Hiit. du Dro.t Pcb!. 3^0; ;-4. 
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rcfiding among themfelvcs, who would have been lefs apt to Book II. 
make an improper ufe of their riches, or to exerclfc their rights ^' ^ 

with unbecoming rigour. But the bifhops of Rome having early- 
put in a claim, the boldeft that ever human ambiticn fuggcfted, 
of being fupremc and infallible heads of the Chriftian church; they, 
by their profound policy and unwearied perfeverance, by their 
^ddrefs in availing themfclves of every circumflance which 
occurred, by taking advantage of the fupcrftition of fome 
Princes, of the neceflities of others, and of the credulity of the 
people, at length eftabliihed their pretenfions in oppofition 
both to the intereft and common fenfe of mankind. Germany 
was the country which thcfe Ecclefiaftical fovereigns governed 
with moft abfolute authority. They excommunicated and depo- 
fed fome of iLs moft illuftrious Emperors, and excited thcu' fub- 
jeds, their minifters, and even their children to take arms againft 
them. Amidft thcfe contefts, the Popes continurJly extended 
their own immunities, and fpoiled the fecular Princes of their 
. moft valuable prerogatives, and the German church felt all the 
rigour of that opprcfTion which flows from fubjedion to 
foreign dominion, and foreign exadlions. 

The right of conferring benefices, v/hich the Popes ufurped Norrinatedby 
during that period of confufion, was an acquifition of great impor- ^ ^^ ''^'^* 
tance, and exalted the ecclefiaftical power upon the ruins of the 
tem.poral. The Emperors and other princes of Germany had 
long been in pcfleflion of this right, and it ferved to increafc botli 
their authority and their revenue. But by wrcfting it out of 
their hands, the Popes were enabled to fill the Empire with their 
own creatures ; they accuftomcd a great body of everv prince's 
fubjedsto depend not upon him but upon the Roman f:c; they 
bcftov/cd the richeft benefices in every country upon ftranr;crs, 

and 
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Book II. and drained their wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign 
court. Even the patience of the moft fuperftitious ages muti- 
nied under fuch oppreflion ; and fo loud and .frequent were the 
complaints and murmurs of the Germans, that the Popes, afraid 
of irritating them too far, confented, contrary to their ufual 
pra6:ice, to abate fomewhat of their pretenfions, and to reft 
fatisfied with the right of nomination to thofe benefices which 
happened to fall vacant during fix months in the year, leaving 
the difpofal of the remainder to the princes and other legal 
patrons '. 



The expe- 
dients for re- 
firtining this 

Power of i\\t 
opes ioeffce- 



But the court of Rome eafily found expedients for eluding 
an agreement which jnit fuch feftraints on its power. The 
practice of referving certain benefices in every country to the 
Pope's immediate nomination, which had been long known, 
and often complained of, was extended far beyond its antient 
bounds. All the benefices poflcfled by Cardinals, or any of the 
numerous ofiicers in the Roman court ; thofe held by perfonB 
who happened to die at Rome, or within forty miles of that city 
on their journey to or from it; thofe which became vacant by 
tranflation, with many others, were included in that number^ 
^nd Julius II. and Leo ftretching the matter to the utmoft, often 
collated to benefices where the right of refervation had not been 
declared, on pretence of having mentally referved this privilege 
to themfelves. The right of refervation, however, even with 
this extenfion, had certain limits, as it could be exercifed only 
where the benefice was aftually vacant ; and therefore, in order 
to render the exertion of papal power unbounded, expeclative 
graces^ or mandates nominating a perfon to fucceed to a benefice 
^pon the firft vacancy that fliould happen, were brought into 



' P. Paal, Hifl. of EcdeC Benef. 104. Gold. Cooftit. Iispcr. i. 408. 
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tifc' 'By means of thefe, Germany was filled with peffons Book II. 
(depending on the court of Rome, from which it received thefe ^— -v-~^ 
. rcverfionary grants ; princes were defrauded, in a great degree, 
of their prerogatives, and the rights of lay-patrons were pre- 
occupied, and rendered almoft entirely vain ^. 

The manner in which thefe extraordinary powers were exer- Venality of 
cifed, rendered them ftiU more odious and intolerable. The Rome" 
avarice and extortion of the court of Rome were become excef- 
five almoft to a proverb. The fale of benefices was fo notorious 
that no pains were taken to conceal, or to difguife it. Com- 
'panies.of merchants openly purchafed the benefices of different * 
diftrids in Germany frpm the Pope^s minifters j and retailed them 
.at an advanced price ^ Pious men beheld with deep regret 
thefe fimoniacal tranfadtions, fo unworthy the -minifters o^ a 
rchrijftian church ; while politicians complained <xf the lofs fuf- 
tained by the exportation of fo much wealth in tliat irreligious 
traffick. 

The Aims indeed^ which the<:Qurt of Rome drew by its ftftt^d it drained 
rand legal impofitions from ^11 the countries that aqknowlpdged J^^oflbclf 
its authority, were fo confiderable, that it is not ftrangethat they w^*^^^* 
murmured at the fmalleft addition made to them by unneceffary 
or illicit means. Every ecclefiaftical perfon, upon his admiflion to 
• his benefice, paid annats or one year's rent of his living to the Pope, 
and as that tax was exafted with great rigour, its amount was 
, prodigious. To, this muft be added the frequent demands made 
, by the Popes of £ree-,gifts from the clergy, together with the 
extraordinary levies of tenths upon ecclefiaftical benefices, on 

k Centum Gravam. ^21. Fafcic. Rcr. Ejfpet. &c. 354. Gold. Cop 0. Ira per. i. 391. 
40^, 405. F. Paul, Iiifl..of Ecd. Bcncf. 167, 193. 'Fafcic. Rcr. Expct. i. 359. 
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Book II. pretence of expeditions againft the Turks* feldom intended, or 
carried into execution ; and from the whole, the vaft proportion 
of the revenues of the church which flowed continually to Rome* 
may be eftimated. 

^ht umtfd Such were the diflblute manners, the exorbitant wealth, and 
Thefc<aufc?. powcr, and privileges of the clergy before the reformation; 
fuch the oppreflive rigour of that dominion which the Popes had 
eftablifhed over the chrifHan world ; and fuch the fentiments 
concerning them that prevailed in Germany, at the beginning 
of the fixteenth century. Nor has this Iketch been copied from 
the controverfial writers of that age, who, in the heat of 
difputation, may be fufpefled of having exaggerated the errors, 
or of having mifreprefented the conduct of that church which 
they laboured to overturn; it is formed upon more authentick 
evidence, upon the memorials and remonftrances of the Imperial 
diets, coolly enumerating the grievances under which the Empire 
groaned, in order to obtain the redrefs of them. DifTatisfa^on 
mud have rifen to a great height among the people, when thefe 
grave aflemblies exprefled themfelves with fuch acrimony; and 
if they demanded the tibolition of thefe enormities with fo much 
vehemence, the people, we may be aflured, uttered their fenti- 
ments and defires in bolder and more virulent language. 

Mfii r«pa^<* To men thus prepared for ftiaking off the yoke, Luther addreft* 
Lather* «I himfelf with certainty of fuccefs. As they had long felt its 
•p«»«»»» weight, and born it with impatience, they liftened with joy to the 
(irft propofal for procuring deliverance. Hence proceeded the 
fond and eager reception that his doftrines met with, and the rapi- 
dity with which they fpread over aU the provinces of Germany* 
mnj to tote. Even the impetuofity and fiercenefs of Luther^s fpirit, his con- 
me %L ^. fidebce in aflerting his own opinions, and the arrogance and 
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contempt wherewith he treated all who differed from him, whicb> 
in ages of greater moderation and refinement, have been rec- 
koned defers in the charafter of that reformer, did not appear 
exceflive to his contemporaries^ whofe minds were ftrongly agi- 
tated by thofe interefting controverfies which he carried on, and 
who had themfelves endured the rigour of papal tyranny, and 
focn the corruptions in the church againft which he exclaimed* 

Nor were they greatly offended at tliat grofs fcurrility witk 
which his polemical writings are filled, or at the low buflbonery 
he fometimes introduces into his gravefl difcourfes. No difpute 
was managed in thofe rude times without a large portion of the 
former, and the latter was common, even on the mofl folemn 
occafions, and in* treating the mofl facred fubjeds. So far were 
either of them from doing hurt to his caufe, that inveftive and 
ridicule had fome effe£t, as well as more laudable arguments, ia 
expofing the errors of popery, and in determining mankind to 
abandon them« 



Besides all thefe caufcs of Luther's sapid progrefs, arifing Thcefiwiof 
from the nature of his enterprize, and the jundure at which he ^ofpi^lt^^^^ 
undertook it, he reaped advantage fix^m fome foreign and adven- **° f^^TV 
titious circumflances, the beneficial influence of which none of Reformation^ 
his forerunners in the fame courfe had enjoyed. Among thefc 
may be reckoned the invention of the art of printing, about half 
a century before his time. By this fortunate difcovery, the faci- 
lity of acquiring and of propagating knowledge, was wonder- 
fully increafed, and Luther^s books, which mufl otherwife have 
made their way (lowly and with uncertainty into diflant coun-» 
tries, fpread at once all over Europe. Nor were they read only 
by the rich and the learned, who alone had accefs to books before 

0^3 that 
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fiooK If. that invention ;• they got into the hands of the people, who, upon- 
this appeal to them as judges, ventured to examine and to rejedt 
many dodlrines, which they had formerly been required to 
believc> without being taught to undcrftand ihem.. 

Ani of the ' The revival of learning at the fame period was a circum- 

rcvivril of _ 

learning. ftance cxtremcly friendly to the Reformation. The ftudy of 
the ancient Greek and Roman authors, and the difcovery of that 
liberal and found knowledge which they contain, rouzcd the 
human mind from the profound lethargy in which it had been ^ 
funk during feveral centuries. Mankind feem, at that period, to 
have recovered the powers of inquiring and of thinking, facul- 
ties of which they had long lofl the ufe ; and fond of the acqui- 
iition, they cxercifed them with great boldnefs upon all fubje£l8» 
They were not now afraid of entering an uncommon path, or 
of embracing a new opinion. Novelty appears, at this time^ 
rather to have been a recommendation to a dodtrine ; and inftead 
of being ftartled when the daring hand of Luther drew afide^- 
or tore the veil which covered eftablifhed errors, the genius of 
the age applauded and aided the attempt. Luther, though a 
ftranger to elegance in tafte or compofition, zealoufly promoted 
the cultivation of ancient literature ; and fenfiWe of its beitig 
neccflary in ftudy ing the fcriptures, he himfelf had acquired 
confiderable knowledge both in the Hebrew and Greek tongues, 
Melandthon, and fome other of his difciplcs, were eminent pro-^ 
ficients in the polite arts ; and as the fame barbarous monks 
who oppofed the introdudion of learning into Germany, fet 
themfelvcs with equal fiercenefs agairift Luther^s opinions, and 
declared the good reception of the one to be the efFedl of the ph>^ 
grefs which the other had made, the caufe of learning and of the 
Reformation came to be confidercd as clofely connededy and, ia 

every 
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crery country, had the fame friends and the fame enemies. This Book IL 
enabled the reformers to carry on the conteft at firft with great 
fuperiority. Erudition, induftry, accuracy of fentiment, purity 
of comppfition, and even wit and raillery, were wholly on their 
fide, and triumphed with eafe over illiterate monks, whofe rude 
arguments, expreflcd in a perplexed and barbarous ftile, were 
found infufficient for the defence of afyftem,the errors of which, 
all the art and ingenuity of its later and more learned advocatty 
have not been able to palliate*. 

That bold fpirit of enquiry, which the revival of learning 
excited in Europe, was fo favourable to the Reformation, that 
Luther was aided in his prbgrefs, and mankind were prepared" 
to embrace his dodtrines, by perforls who did not wifh fuccefs 
to his undertaking. The greater part of the ingenious men 
who applied to the ftudy of ancient literature, towards the clofe 
of the fifteenth century, and the beginning of the fixteenth, 
though they had no intention, and perhaps no wifh, to overturn 
the eftablifhed fyllem of religion, had difcovered the abfurdity 
of many tenets and pradices authorized by the church, and. 
perceived the futility of thofe arguments, by which illiterate 
monks endeavoured to defend them. Their contempt bf thefe 
advocates for the received errors, led them frequently to expofe 
the opinions which they fupported, and to ridicule their opinions 
with the utmoft freedom and feverity. By this men were pre- 
pared for the more ferious attacks made upon them by Luther,, 
and their reverence both for the dodrines and perfons againft 
whom he inveighed, was confiderably abated. This was particu- 
larly the cafe in Germany. When the firft attempts were made 
to revive a tafte for ancient learning in that country, the Eccle- 
fiaftics there, who were ftill more ignorant than their brethren 
on the other fide of the Alps, fet themfelves tooppofeits progrcfs 
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with more adtive zeal ; and the patrons of the new (ludies, in 
return, attacked them with greater violence. In the writings 
of Reuchlia, Hutten, and the other revivers of learning in Ger- 
many, the corruptions of the church of Rome are cenfured with 
an acrimony of ftyle> little inferior to that of Luther himfelf ^ 

From the fame caufe proceeded the frequent ftridures of 
Erafmus upon the errors of the church, as well as upon the 
ignorance and vices of the clergy. His reputation and autho- 
rity were fo high in Europe at the beginning of the fixteenth 
century, and his works were read with fuch univerfal admira- 
tion, that the efFe£t of thefe deferves to be mentioned as one of 
the circumftances, which contributed moft confiderably towards 
Luther's fuccefs. Erafmus, having been deftined for the church, 
and trained up in the knowledge of Ecclefiaftical literature, 
applied himfelf more to theological inquiries than any of the 
revivers of learning in that age. His acute judgment and vaft 
erudition, enabled him to difcover many errors, both in the doc- 
trine and worlhip of the Romilh church. Some of thefe he 
confuted with great folidity of reafoning, and force of eloquence. 
Others he treated as objeAs of ridicule, and turned againft them 
that irredftable torrent of popular and fatirical wit, of which he 
had the command, . There wa£ fcarce any opinion or prafdce of 
the RomiOi church which Luther . endeavoured to reform, but 
what had been previoufly animadverted upon by Erafmus, 
and had afforded him fubjedJ: either of cenfiux or of raillery. 
When Luther firft began his attack upon the church, Erafmus 
feemed to applaud his condud: ; he courted the friendihip of 
feveral of his difciples and patrons; and condemned the beha- 

f Gcrdcfiai Hift. Evang. rtnov. voL i. p. 141, 157. Seckend. lib. 1. p. loj. Yonder 
Hl^dt. Hift. Liccrar. Reform, pan \u 
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Tiour and fyirit of his adverfaries*. He concurred openly with 
him in inveighing againft the fchool-divines> as the teachers of 
a fyftem equally unedifying and obfcure. He joined him in 
endeavouring to turn the attention of men to the ftxidy of the 
holy fcriptures, as the only flandard of religious truth \ 

Various circumftances, hovy^evar, prevented Erafmus from 
holding the fame courfe with Luther. The natural timidity of 
his temper; his vrant of that force of mind which alone can 
prompt a man toalTume the charafter of a reformer*^ his excef- 
five deference for perfons in high ftation; his dread of lofing the 
penfions and other emoluments which their liberality had confer- 
red upon him; his extreme love of peace, and hopes of reform- 
ing ahufes gradually^ and by gentle methods; all concurred in 
determining him to reprefs and to moderate the zeal» with which 
he had once been animated againflthe errors of the church''; and 
to aflume the chara&er of a mediator between Luther and his 
opponents. But though Erafmus foon began to cenfure Luther 
as too daring and impetuou^^and was at laft prevailed upon to 
write againft him» he muft, neverthele^^ be confidered as his 
forerunner and auxiliary in this war upon the church. He 
iirft fcattered the feeds, which Luther chexifhed and brought to 
maturity* His raillery and oblique cenfures, prepared the vtslj 



t Seckend. lib. i. p. 40, gS. 

"^ Yonder Hardt. Hiflor« Literar. 'Reform, ^lars i. Oerdet.Hift. Evsng. Kenov. i. 147. 

^'Erafmus bimfelf is candid enough to acknowledge (his: ** Luther, fays be, has gi^ea 
us many a wboleibme dodtine, and many a good coun(e). I wifli he had not defeated 
<he effc€t of them by intolerable faoks. Bat if he had written every thing in the moft 
<«nexceptionable manner, I had no inclination to dieibr the fake of troth. Evtry man bath 
«ot (he courage requifite to make a nartyr ; and I am afraid, that If I were put to the irial^ 
i fbould imitate St. Peter.'' Epift. Erafmi in Jortln's Life of £cafm. voL i. p. 273^ 

^ JoxiiD'« Life of £ra(mus, voL L p. 2^i. 
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Book H. for Luther's iivroftives and more dired attacks. In this light 
Erafmus appeared to the zealous defenders of the Roxniih church 
in his own times '. In this light he muft be confider^ by every 
perfon converfant in the hiftory of that period* 



In this long enumeration of the circumftances which com* 
bined^ in favouring the progrefs of Luther's opinions, or in 
weakening the refiftance of his adverfaries, I have avoided enter- 
ing into any difcuflion of the theological doiftrines of popery^ 
and have not attempted to fhew how repugnant they are to the 
fpirit of Chriftianity, and how deftitute of any foundation in 
reafon, in the wowl of God, or in the pradtice of the primitive 
church, leaving thefe topics entirely to ecclefiaftical hiftorians, 
to whofe province they peculiarly belong. But when we add 
the cfFedl of thefe religious confidetations to the influence of 
political caufes, it is obvious that the united operation of both 
on the human mind, muft have been fudden and irrefiftible* 
And though, to Luther's contemporaries, who were too near 
perhaps to the" fcene, or too deeply intereftcd in it, to trace 
caufes V. ith accuracy, or to examine them with coolnefs, the 
rapidity with which his opinions fpread appeared to be fo unac- 
countable, that fome of them imputed it to a certain uncommon 
and malignant pofition of the ftars, which fcattered the fpirit of 
giddinefs and innovation over the world", it is evident, that their 
fuccefs was the natural cffedl of many powerful caufes prepared 
by peculiar providence, and happily confpiring to that end. 

This attempt to inveftigate thefe caufes, and to throw light on 

■ 

' Vondcr Hardr, Hid. Litcrar. Rcfonn. par? I. p. 2. 
" Jovii Hiftoria, Lut. 1553. fok p. 134. 
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an event fo fingular and important, will not, perhaps, be deemed BookIL 
an unncceffary digreffion. — I return from it to the courfe df '^ '~ ~^ 
tlie luftory* 

The Diet at Worms conduced its deliberations with that flo'^ Proceedings 
formality peculiar to fuch aflemblies. Much time was fpent in Worms* 
eftablifliing fomc regulations with regard to the internal |)oHce 
of the Empire. The jurifdidion of the Imperial chamber was 
confirmed, and the forms of its proceeding rendered more fixed 
and regular. A council of regency was appointed to affift Fer- 
dinand in the government of the Empire during his brother's 
abfcnce; which, from the extent of theEmperor*s dominions, and 
the multiplicity ofhis affairs, was an event that might be frequently 
expected". The ftate of religion was then taken into confide- 
ration. There were not wanting fome plaufible reafons which 
might have induced Charles to have declared himfelf the protec- 
tor of Luther^s caufe, or at leaft to have connived at its progrefs. Tor's views 
If he had pofleffed no other d6minions but thofe which belonged ^j lJ^^'^ 
to him in Germany, and no other crown befides the Imperial, 
he might have been difpofed perhaps to favour a man, who aflerted 
fo boldly the privileges and immunities for which the Empire 
had ftjruggled fo long with the Popes. But the vaft and dan- 
gerous fchemes which Francis I. was forming againft him, made 
it neceflary for him to regulate his condudl by views more exten- 
five than thofe which would have fuited a German prince ; and 
it being of the utmoft importance to fecure the Pope's friend- 
Ihip, this determined him to treat Luther with great feverity, 
as the moft effectual method of foothing Leo into a concurrence 

" Pont. Heuter. Rer* Auilr. Lib. viii. c. 1 1. p. 19;. Pfefiel Abreg6 Chronol. p. 508* 
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Book II. Tvith his mcafures. His eagernefs to accomplifh this, rendered 
' ~ him not unwilling to gratify the Papal legates in Germany, 
who infifted that, without any delay or formal deliberation, the 
diet ought to condemn a man whom the Pope had already 
excommunicated as an incorrigible heretick. Such an abrupt 
manner of proceeding, however, being deemed unprecedented 
and unjuft by the members of the diet, they made a point of 

He is Aim. Luther's appearing in perfon, and declaring whether he adhered 

pear, or not to thofe opinions, which had drawn upon him the cen- 

fures of the church "". Not only the Emperor, but all the princes 
through whofe territories he had to pafs, granted him a fafe- 

March 6. condudt ; and Charles wrote to him at the fame time, requiring 
his immediate attendance on the diet, and renewing his promifes 
of protedion from any injury or violence **. Luther did not hefi- 
tate one moment about yielding obedience, and fet out for Worms 
attended by the herald who had brought the Emperor^s letter 
and fafe-conduA^ While on his journey, many of his friends, 
whom the fate of Hufs, under fimilar circumftances, and not- 

HisiNidMQted withftanding the iame fecurity of an Imperial fafe-condud,. 

fpirit. giig^ ^^1j follicitude, advifed and intreated him not to rufh 

wantonly into the midft of danger. But Luther, fuperior to 
fuch terrors, (ilenced them with this reply, " I am lawfully 
called,** faid he, ** to appear in that city, and thither will I go 
in the name of the Lord, though a« many devils as there arc 
tiles on the houfes, were there combined againft me\" 

The reception he met with at Worms, was fuch as he might 

•cWorms!^ have reckoned a full reward of all his labours, if vanity and 

the love of applaufe had been the principles by which he was 

• P. Mart. Ep, 722. ^ Lath* Opcr. iL 41 1. « Lath. Opcr. ii. 412. 
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influenced. Greater crowds aflembled to behold him, than had Book IL 
appeared at the Emperor's publick entry ; his apartments were *~ ~'~ ^ 
daily filled with princes and perfonages of the higheft rank % 
and he was treated with all the refpedt paid to thofe who poflefs 
the power of directing the underftanding and fentiments of 
other men ; an homage, more fincere, as well as more flatter- 
ing, than any which pre-eminence in birth or condition can com- 
mand. At his appearance before the diet, he behaved with Thenuniief 
great decency, and with equal firmnefs. He readily acknow- ancc. 
ledged an excefs of vehemence and acrimony in his controver- •* 
fial writings, but refufed to retraft his opinions unlcfs he were 
convinced of their falfhood ; or to confent to their being tried by 
any other rule than the word of God. When neither threats 
nor entreaties could prevail on him to depart from this refolu- 
tion, fome of the ecclefiaftics propofed to imitate the example 
of the council of Gonfiance, and by punifhing the author of this 
peflilent herefy, who was now in their power, to deliver the 
church at once from fuch an evil. But the members of the diet 
refufiag to expofe the German integrity to frefh reproach by 
a fecond violation of publick faith ; and Gharles being no 
lefs unwilling to bring a flain upon the beginning of his admi- 
nillration by fuch an ignominious a<fiion, Luther was permitted 
to depart in fafety ". A few days after he left the city, a fevere April 26. 
edidt was publiflied in the Emperor's name, and by authority of E.d»A ag>inft 
the diet, depriving him as an obitinate and excommunicated 
criminal of all the privileges he enjoyed as a fubjed of the Em- 
pire, forbidding any priace to harbour or protedl him, and 
requiring all to concur in feizing his perfon as foon as the term 
Ipecified in his fafe-conduft was expired ^ 

r Seckend. 156. Luth. Oper. ii« 414. 'F, Ppil, Hift. of Comic, p. 13.. 

Seckend. 160. < Gdd, Conft. Imperial. H. 408. 
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Book II. But this rigorous decree had no confideraWe effc&i the exje*- 
„". r ,' cution of it being prevented partly by the multiplicity of occu- 
and concealed pations which the commotions in Spain, and the wars in Italy* 

^t Wartburg. ^^ ^ ' . ' 

and the Low G)untrie6, created to the Emperor ; and partly by 
a prudent precautioa employed by the Ele6l6r of Saxony, 
Luther's faithful patron. As Luther, on his return from Worms, 
was paffing near Altenftein in Thurin^ia, a number of horfemen 
in mafks rufhed fuddenly out of a wood, where the* Elector had 
appointed them to lie in wait for him, and fiirrounding his corner 
pany, carried him,, after difmifling all hia attendants^ to Wart- 
burg, a ftrongcaftle not far diftant. There the Eledlor ordered 
him to be fupplied with every thing neceflary or agreeable, but 
the place of his retreat was carefiilly concealed, until upon a- 
change iii the political fituation of Europe, the fury of the 
prefent ftorm againfthitn began to abatew Ihthis^folitude^ where 
he remained nine months, and which he frequently called hi» 
Patmosy after the nam^ of that ifl^nd to which th^ apoftle John, 
was banifhed, he exerted* his ufual vigour and indufhy m- 
defence of his dodrines, or in confutation of his advearfaries, 
publiihing fcveral treatifes, which revived* the fptrrt- of his fol- 
lowers, aftonifhed to a great degree^ Mid^diflieartfrned- at the 
fudden dif»ppearance of their leader. 

Tttfrtfaot During his confinement, his opinions continued to gain^ 
opioiont^ grouc^di acquiring the afcendont in: almoft tvery city of Saxony.. 
At this time, the Auguftinians of Wittembarg, with the appro* 
bation.of the univerfity, and the connivance of the Eledor,. 
ventured upon the firfl ilep towards an alteration in th6 efta^ 
bliihed forms of publick worihip, by abolifiiing^the celebration. 
of private mafles, and by giving the cup as well as the bread 
to the laity in adminifbing the facrament of the Lord's fupper*. 

Whatever: 
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Whatever confolation the courage and fuccefs of his dif- Book II. 
ciples, or the progrefs of his dofbrines in his own country afford- *~ cc of th^ 
ed Luther in his retreat, he there received information of two univerfityof 
cvents which confiderably damped his joy, as they leemed to lay dcmning 
infuperable obftaclcs in the way of propagating his principles 
in the two moft powerful kingdoms of Europe. One was, a 
fblemn d^rec, condemning his opinions, publiflied by the uni- 
vcrfity of Paris, the moft ancient, and at that time the men: 
rcfpeflable of the learned focieties in Europe. The other was, 
the anfY^-cr written to his book concerning the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity by Henry VIII. of England* That young monarch, hav- Henry V[jr. 
ing been educated under the eye of a fufpicious father, who, in them, 
order to prevent his attending to bufinefs, kept him occupied in 
the ftudy of literature, ftill retained a greater love of learning, 
and ftrongcr habits of application to it, than are common among 
Princes of fo adtive a difpolition, and fucli violent paffions ; and 
being ambitious of acquiring glory of every kind, as well as 
zealoufly attached to the Romifh church, and highly exafperated 
againft Luther, who had treated Thomas Aquinas, his favourite 
author, with great contempt, he did not think it enough to 
exert his royal authority in oppofmg the opinions of the reformer, 
but refolved likewile to combat them with fcholaftic weapons. 
With this view he publiflied his treatife on the Seven Sacra- 
ments, which, though forgotten at prefent, as books of contro- 
verfy always are, when the occafion that produced them is paflr, 
is not deftitute of polemical ingenuity and acutenefs, atld was 
reprefeilted by the flattery of his courtiers to be a v/ork of fuch 
wonderful fdcnce and learning, as eicalled hifftrno lefs abotfe other' 
authors in merit, thdn he wad diiBtfguilHed^amMg^theilii'by Ij^ 
rank. The Pope, to whom it t^sw |ii« Itfed t 

formality m full conliftoiry, fpoke? of 
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Book IL been didated by immediate infpiration ; and as a teftimony of 
^- ^-^ -^ the gratitude of the church for his extraordinary zeal, conferred 
on him the title of Defender of the Faithy an appellation which 
Henry foon forfeited in the opinion of thofe from whom he 
derived it, and which is ftill the title of his fucceffors, though 
the avowed enemies of thofe opinions, by contending for which 
Lothcr'i ttAy he merited that honourable diftindtion. Luther, who was not 
overawed either by the authority of the Univerfity, or the dig- 
nity of the Monarch, foon publiftied his animadverfions on both 
in a ftile no lefs vehement and fevere than he would have ufed 
in confuting his meaneft antagonift. This indecent boldnefs, 
inftead of fhocking his contemporaries, was confidered by them 
as a new proof of his undaunted fpirit ; a controverfy managed 
by difputants fo illuftrious, drew more general attention ; and 
fuch was the contagion of the fpirit of innovation, diflFiifed 
through Europe in that age, and fo powerful the evidence which 
accompanied the dofbrines of the reformers on their firft publi- 
cation, that, in fpite both of the civil and ecclefiaftical powers 
combined againft them, they daily gained converts both in France 
and in England. 

Stiteofaf. However defirous the Emperor might be to put a flop to 

Charles and Luther's progrcfs, he was often obliged, during the diet at Worms, 
to turn his thoughts to matters ftill more interefting, and which 
demanded more immediate attention. A war was ready to break 
out between him and Francis in Navarre, in the Low-Countries, 
and in Italy; and it required either great addrefs to avert 
the danger, or timely and wife precautions to refift it. 
Every circumftance, at that jundhire, inclined Charles to prefer 
the former meafure. Spain was torn with inteftine commotions.* 
In Italy, he had not hitherto fecured the aflfifhnce of any one 

ally. 
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ally* In the Low-Countries, his fubjefts trembled at the Book II* 
thoughts of a rupture with France, the fatal eflFefts of which on ^■— v-*--' 
their commerce they had often experienced. From thefe con- 
iiderations, as well as from the folicitude of Chievres during his 
whole adminiflration to maintain peace between the two 
monarchs, proceeded the Emperor^s backwardnefs to com^ 
mence hoftilities. But Francis and his minifters did not breathe 
the fame pacific fpirit. He eafily fbrefaw that concord could 
not long fubfift, where intereft, emulation, and ambition con*- 
fpired to difTolve it ; and he poflefled feveral advantages which 
flattered him with the hopes of furprifing his rival, and of over- 
powering him before he could put himfelf in a poflure of defence. 
The French King's dominions, from their compaft fituation, 
from their fubje^on to the royal authority, from the genius of 
the people, fond of war, and attached to their fovereign by every 
tie of duty and affedion, were more capable of a great or fudden 
effort, than the larger but difunited territories of the Emperor, 
in one part of which the people were in arms ag^^ his mini- 
fters, and in all his prerogative was more limited than that of 
his rivaU 

The only princes, in whofe power it was to have kept down, Henry virr,. 
or to have extinguifhed this flame on its firfl appearance, either Emwrror**^ 
neglefted to exert themfelves, or were adive in kindling and 
fpreading it.^ Henry VIII. though he affected to affume the 
name of mediator, and both parties made fi^quent appeals to 
him, had laid afide the impartiality which fuited that charadler. 
Wolfey, by his artifices, had eftranged him fo entirely from the 
French King, that he fecretly fomented the difcord which he ought 
to have compofed, and waited only for fome decent pretext to join 
his arms to the Emperor^s \ 

» Herbert. Fiddesl Life of Wolfey, 2^S; 
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d^qei^. M. IJf:Q\ 'Cnd^ayoims to-^cite difi;Q];d l^etw^cnrthe Emperor .aftd 
^^"^^f^^ Eraficis were more avowed* 4Pd Jiad greater influence. Not 
bct^Tcn the iQplf faU dujty;, 0s the camuiQn tkther of Chrifteadom, but hriU 
ioterfifl: s^ an Italian pot^nts^ti;, called upcm the Pope to a:Q: a3 
t)^ guardian of the public tranquillity, and to avoid any meafure 
th^ might overturn the fyflem, which after much bloodihedf 
and many negociationa, \v^8 now eftabUflied in Italy. Accord- 
ingly LeO, who inftantly difcemed the propriety of this conduft, 
had formed a fcheme upon Charles's promotion to the Imperial 
dignity, of rendering himfelf the umpire between the rivals, by 
foothing them alternately, while he entered into no clofe confe- 
deracy with either; and a Pontiff lefs ambitious and enterprizing, 
might have faved Europe from many calamities by adhering to 
this plan. But this high-fpirited prelate, who wa^ dill in the 
prime c^ life, longed paflionately to diftinguifli his pontificate 
by fome fplendid adion. He was impatient to wafh away the 
infamy of having loft Parma and Placentia, the acquifition of 
which refle<3ted fo much luftre on the adjniniilration of his pre- 
deceflbr Julius. He beheld, with the indignation natural to Ita- 
lians in that age, the dominion which the Tranfalpine, or as they 
in imitation of the Roman arrogance denominated them, the 
barbarous nation^ had attained in Italy. He flattered himfelf, 
that after affifting the one monarch to flxip the other of his pot- 
feflions in that country, he might find means of driving out the 
vid:or in his turn, and acquire the glory of reftoring Italy to the 
liberty and happinefs it enjoyed before the invafion of Chajrles 
VIII. when every ftate was governed by its native princes, or its 
own laws, and unacquainted with a for^ig-n yoke/ Extravagant 
Vid chimerical as this projed: may feem, it was the favourite 
objeA of almoft every Italian eminent for genius or enterprize , 
during great part of the fixteenth century; they vainly hoped, 
that by fuperior fkill in the artifices and< refinements of negocia- 

tion, 
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tlori, they would be able to bafHe the efforts of nations, ruder Book 1I» 
indeed than themfelves, but much more powerful and warlike. So ^-— v— ^ 
alluring was the proipedl of this to Leo, that notwithftanding 
the gentlenefs of his difpofition, and his fondnefs for the pleafures 
of a refined and luxurious eafe, he haftened to difturb the peace 
of Europe, and to plunge himfelf in a dangerous war, with an 
impetuofity fcarcc inferior to that of the turbulent and martial 
Julius \ 

It was in Leo's power, however, to chufe which of the mon- 
archs he would take for his confederate againft the other. Both 
of them courted his friendfliip; he wavered for fome time 
between them, and at firft concluded an alliance with Francis. 
The objedt of this treaty was the conqueft of Naples, which 
tiie confederates agreed to divide between them. The Pope, it 
is probable, flattered himfelf that the bri& and adtive fpirit of 
Francis, feconded by the fame qualities in his fubjeds, would 
get the ftart of the flow and wary councils of the Emperor, and 
that they might over-run with eafe this detached portion of his 
dominions, ill provided for defence, and always the prey of 
every invader. But whether the French King, by difcovering 
too openly his fufpicions of Leo's flncerity, difappointed thefe 
hopes ; whether the treaty was only an artifice of the Pope's, to 
cover the more ferious negociations he was carrying on with 
Charles ; whether he was enticed by the profpedt of reaping 
greater advantages from an union with that prince ; or whether 
he was foothed by the zeal which Charles had manifefted for the 
honour of the church in condemning Luther; certain it is, that Concludes t * 
he foon deferted his new ally, and made overtures of friendfliip, a^i^^^ 
though with great fecrecy, to the Emperor \ Don John Manuel, 

^ Gutc. 1. 14. p. 173. «Guic. lib. 14. J-, 175. Mein.dc Bdlay, Par. i^'$. p. 24- 
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Book IL the lame man who had been the favourite of Philip, and whofe 
' -' addrefs had difconcerted all Ferdinand's fchemes, .having been 
delivered, upon the death of that monarch, from the prifbn to 
which he was confined, was now the Imperial ambaflador at 
Rome, and fully capable of improving this favourable diipofi* 
tion in the Pope to his mafter's advantage ^ To him the con- 
duct of this negociation was entirely committed, and being 
carefully concealed from Chievres, whofe arerfion from a war 
with France would have prompted him to retard or defeat it, an 
May 8 alliance between the Pope and Emperor was quickly concluded \ 

The chief articles in this treaty, which proved the foundation of 
Charles's grandeur in Italy, werej that the Pope and Emperor 
Ihould join their forces to expel the French out of thp Milanefc,. 
the pofleflion of which fhould be granted to Francis Sforza, a 
fon.of Ludovico the Moor, and who had refided at Trent fince 
the time his brother Maximilian had been dirpofieffed of his 
dominions by the French King; that Parma and Placentia^ 
fliould be reftored to the church;; that the- Emperor fhould 
aifift the Pope in conquering Ferrara^ that the annual tribute 
paid by the kingdom of Naples to the Holy See fhould be in« 
creafed; that the Emperor fhould take the fiimily of Medici 
under his protei^on; that he fhould .grant to the Cardinal of 
that name a penfion of ten • thoufand ducats upon the arch^ 
bifhoprick of Toledo ; and fettle, lanids in the kingdom of 
Naples to the fame value upon Alexander the natural fon of 
Lorenzo de Medici. 

Death of The tranfading an affair of fuch moment without his partl- 

Empc!or's'fa- ^ip^^io^* appeared to Chievres fo decifive a proof of his having 
vourircand loft the afccudant which he had hitherto maintained- over the- 

miniftcr. 

4 Jofii Viu Leonb lib. iv. p. 89. • Guic. I. 14, 18L. Mem. de Bdlajr, p. S4« 

Du Moot Corps Diplom. toin« iv. fiippl. p. 96. 

4 - ndnd 



*l! 



fc^-^- 



..4«r 



EMPEROR CHARLES V, 131 

mind of his pupil, that his chagrin on this account added to Book !!• 
the melancholy with which he was] overwhelmed on taking a ^'~ ^ 
view of the many and unavoidable calamities attending a war 
againft France, is faid to have fhortened his days \ But though 
this, perhaps, may be only the conjedlure of hiftorians, fond of 
attributing every thing that befals illuftrious perfonages to extra- 
ordinary caufes, and of afcribing even their difeafes and death 
to the efFeS of political paflions, which oftener difturb the en- 
joyment than they abridge the period of life, it is certain that 
his death at this critical juncture extinguifhed all hopes of 
avoiding a rupture with France '• This event, too, delivered 
Charles from a minifter, to whofe authority he had been accuf- 
tomed from his infancy to fubmit with fuch implicit deference, 
as checked and deprefled his genius, and retained him in a ftate 
of pupillage, unbecoming both his years and his rank ; but this 
reftraint being removed, the native powers of his mind were 
allowed to unfold themfelvcs, and he difplayed fuch great talents, 
both in council and in execution, as exceeded the hopes of his 
contemporaries *, and command the admiration of pofterity. 

While the Pope and Emperor vrere preparing, in confe- Commencc- 
quence of their fecret alliance, to attack Milan, hoftilities com- lUi", in 
menced in another quarter. The children of John d^Albret *'*^"^ 
King of Navarre having often demanded the reftitution of 
their hereditary dominions, in terms of the treaty of Noyon, 
and Charles having as often eluded their rcqueft upon very fri- 
volous pretexts, Francis thought himfelf authorized by that 
treaty to affift the exiled family. The jundure appeared ex- 
tremely fiivounble for fuch an enteipfize. Charles was at a 
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tliftance from that part of his dominions; the troops ufuaUy 
ftationed there had been called away to quell the commotions in 
Spain ; the Spanifh malecontents warmly follicited him to invade 
Navarre ^ in which a confiderable fadion was ready to declare 
for the defcendants of their ancient monarchs. But in order to 
avoid, as much as poffible, giving offence to the Emperor, or King 
of England, Franqis directed forces to be levied, and the war to 
be carried on, not in his own name, but in that of Henry d*Albret. 
The condua of thefe troops was committed to Andrew de Foix, 
de TEfparre, a young nobleman, whom his near alliance to the 
unfortunate King whofe battles he was to fight, and what was 
ftill more powerful, the intereft of his fifter, madame de Chateau- 
briand, Francis's favourite miftrefs, recommended to that impor- 
IVogrefs of tant truft, for which he had neither talents nor experience. But 
the French. ^^ there was no army in the field to oppofe him, he became 
matter, in a few days, of the whole kingdom of Navarre, with- 
out meeting with any obftruclion but from the citadel of Pam- 
peluna. The additional works to this fortrefs begun by Ximenes, 
were ftill unfiniftied ; nor would its flight refiftance have deferved 
notice, if Ignatio Loyola, a Bifcayan gentleman, had not been 
dangeroufly wounded in its defence. During the prognfs of a 
lingering cure, Loyola happened to have no other i n. ;;/'•. ot 
than what he found in reading the lives of the faints : i ,1: 

of this on his mind, naturally enthufiaflic, but ambitie J 

daring, was to infpire him with fuch a defire of emulatiL*. ic 
glory of thefe fabulous worthies of the Romifh church, as led 
him into the wildeft and moft extravagant adventures; which 
terminated at lafl in inftituting the focicty of Jefuits, the moft 
political and beft regulated of all the monaftic orders, and from 

»P. Mart. Ep. 7xr. 

which 
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which mankind have derived more advantages, and received Book II. 
greater hurt, than from any other of thefe reHgious fraternities. ^— "v— ^ 

If> upon the reduction of Pampeluna, L'Efparre had been They cow ' 
latisfied with taking proper precautions for fecuring his 
conqueft, the kingdom of Navarre might ftill have remained 
annexed to the crown of France, in reality, -as well as in title. 
But, pufhed on by youthful ardour, and encouraged by Francis, 
who was too apt to be dazzled with fuccefs, he ventured to pafs 
the confines of Navarre, and to lay liege to Logrogno, a fmall 
city in Caftile. This rouzed the Caftilians, who had hitherto 
beheld the rapid progrefs of his arms with great unconcern, and 
the diffenfions in that kingdom being almoft compofed, both 
parties exerted themfelves with emulation in defence of their ' 
country; the one that it might efface the memory of paft mif- 
condud by their prefent zeal; the other that it might add to the 
merit of having fubdued the Emperor's rebellious fubjefts, that 
of repulfing hie foreign enemies. The fudden advance of their 
troops, together with the gallant defence made by the inhabitants 
of Logrogno, obliged the French general to abandon his rafh 
enterprize. The Spanifti army, which increafed every day,. 'They arc <!e. 
harafline:. him during his retreat, he, inftead of taking fheker -^"tcd, and 

n • • 1 • r /- r driven ont of ' 

under the cannon of Pampeluna, or waiting the arrival of fomc Navarre. • 
troops who were marching to join him, attacked the Spaniards^ 
though far fupcrior to him in number, with great impetuofity, - 
but with fo little condudt, tliat his forces were totally routed, he - 
himfelf, together with his principal officers, was taken prifoner, ^ 
and Spain recovered poucffion of Navarre in ftill ihorter time - 
than the French had fpent in the conqueft of it ^. 

^ Mem. de Belbj, p. 21. P. Mart. Ep. 726. 
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Book II. While Francis endeavoured to juftify his invafion ofNavarre, 
i^ftLi • hL ^y carrying it on in the name of Henry D'Albret, he had recourfe 

ffun ID the to an artifice much of the fame kind, in attacking another part 
I#ow Cottii« 

uku i of the Emperor's territories. Robert de la Marck, lord of the 

1 {mall but independent territory of Bouillon, fituated on the fron- 
tiers of Luxembourg and Champagne, having abandoned 
Charles's fervice on account of an encroachment which the 
Aulic council made on his jurifdidlion, and having thrown him- 
felf upon France for proteSion, was eafily perfuaded, in the heat 
of his refentment, to fend a herald to Worms, and to declare war 
in form againft the Emperor. Such extravagant infolence in a 
' petty prince furprized Charles, and appeared to him a certain 
proof of his having received promifes of powerful fupport from 
the French King. The juftnefs of this conclufion foon became 
evident. Robert with troops levied in France, by the King's 
connivance, though feemingly in contradidion to his orders, 
entered Luxembourg, and after ravaging the open country, laid 
liege to Vireton. Of this Charles complained loudly, as a diredl 
violation of the peace fubfifting between the two crowns, and 
fummoned Henry VIII. in terms of the treaty concluded at Lon- 
don in the year one thoufand five hundred and eighteen, to tiu^n his 
arms againft Fiance as the firft aggreflbr ; and though Francis pre- 
tended that he was not anfwerable for Robert's conduct, whofe 
army fought under his own ilandards, and in his own quarrel, and 

who, contrary to an exprefe prohibition, had feduced fomefub- 
je&B of France into his fervice ; Henry paid fo little regard to 
this evafion, that the French King, rather than irritate a prince 
whom he ftill hoped to gain, commanded de.la Marck to difband 
•his troops'. 

VMeoi. de Bella/, p. 22, &c. Mem. de Fleanuiges, p. 335, 8cc. 
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The Emperor, meanwhile, was affembling an army to chaftife Book IL 
Robert's infolence. Twenty thoufand men ufider the count of '~^ 

Naffau invaded his little territories, and in a few days became 
mafters of every place in them but Sedan. After making him 
feel fo fenfibly the weight of his mailer's indignation, Naffau 
advanced towards the frontiers of France ; and Charles knowing 
that he might prefume fo far on Henry*s partiality in his favour, 
as not to be over-awed by the fame fears which had relfralncd 
Francis, ordered his general to befiege Moufon. The cowardice 
of the garrifon having obliged the governor to furrender almoft 
without refiftance, Naffau invefted Mezieres, a place at that timcL gicgc of 
of no confiderable ftrength, but fo advantageoufly fituated, that JJ^^j^'^^^^ 
by getting poffeffion of it, the Imperial army might have pene- rialids. 
trated into the heart of Champagne, in which there was fcarce 
any other town capable of obftrufting its progrefs. Happily for 
France, its monarch, fenfible of the importance of this fortrefs, 
and of the danger to which it \<ras expofed, committed the defence 
of it to the chevalier Bayard, diftinguiflied among his contem- 
poraries by the appellation of The Knight nvithoutfeary andnvith^ - 
out reproach"^. This man, whofe prowefs in combat, whofe 
punctilious honour and formal gallantry, bear a nearer refem-"- 
blance, than any thing recorded in hiftory, to the character 
afcribed to the heroes of chivalry, poffeffed all the talents which » 
form, a great general. Thefe he had many ckrcafions of exerting 
in the defence of Mezieres; partly by his valour, partly hj ■ 
his condud, he protrafted the liege to a great length, and in the 
end obliged the Imperialifts tb raife it, with infamy and lofs*. Raiftd* . 
Francis at the hpad of a numerous army foon retook Moufon, and 
entering the Low-Countries, made feveral conquefis of fmall 
importance. In the neighboiurhood of Valenciennes, through 

■ OcuvretdeBrantome, torn. ?i. 114% * Mem. deBeUay, p. 25, &c. 
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an excefs of caution, an error with which he cannot be often 
charged, he loft an opportunity of cutting off the whole Impe- 
rial army ° ; and what was ftill of more confequence, he difgufted 
the conftable Bourbon, by giving the command of the van to the 
duke D'AIenfon, though this poll of honour belonged to Bour- 
bon, as a prerogative of his office. 

Aoguft. During thefe operations in the field, a congrefs was held at 

Caiafrundcr ^^^^^^ under the mediation of Henry VIII. in order to bring 
ihc mediation all differences to an amicable iflfue: and if the intentions of the 

of England, 

mediator had correfponded in any degree to his profeffions, it 
could fcaicc have failed of producing fome good effect. Henry 
committed the fole management of the negociation, with unli- 
mited powers, to Wolfey; and this choice alone was fuflScient to 
have rendered it abortive. That prelate, bent on attaining the 
papal crown, the great object of his ambition, and ready to facri- 
fice fivery thing in order to gain the Emperor's intereft, was fo 
little able to conceal his partiality, that if Francis had not been 
well acquainted with his haughty and vindiftive temper, he 
would have declined his mediation. Much time was fpent in 
inquiring who had begun hoftilities, which Wolfey afFefted to 
reprefent as the principal point ; and by throwing the blame of 
that on Francis, he hoped to juftify by the treaty of London, 
any alliance into which his matter fhould enter with Charles^ 
•1. .--. The conditions on which hoftilities micrht be terminated, came 

without Hy ^ 

«^^ next to be confidered; but with regard to thefe, the Emperor's 

propofals were fuch as difcovered either that he was utterly averfe 
from peace, or that he knew Wolfey would approve of whatever 
ihould be offered in his name. He demanded the reftitution of 
the dutchy of Burgundy, a province, the pofleffion of which 

» p. Mart. Ep. 747. Mem. de Edlay, 35. 

would 
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would have given him accefs into the heart of the kingdom ; Book II. 
and required a difcharge of the homage due to the crown of 
France for the counties of Flanders and Artois, which none of 
his anceftors had ever refufed, and which he had bound himfelf 
by the treaty of Noyon to renew. Thefe terms, to which an 
high-fpirited prince would fcarce have liftened, after the difaders 
of the moft unfortunate war, Francis rejefted with great 
difdain ; and Charles fliewing no inclination to comply with the 
more equal and moderate propofitions of the French monarch, 
that he fhould reftore Navarre to its lawful prince, and withdraw 
his troops from the fiege of Tournay, the congrefs broke up 
without any other efFed, than that which attends unfuccefsful 
negociations, the exafperating of the parties, whom it was 
intended to reconcile '. 

During the continuance of the congrefs, Wolfey, on pre- ^"g°^„ 

^ , / ^ againft Franca 

tence that the Emperor himfelf would be more willing to make between the 

reafonable concefiions than his minifters, made an excurfion to H^niy VUi. 

Bruges, to meet that monarch. He was received by Charles, 

who knew his vanity, with as much refpedl and magnificence as 

if he had been King of England. But inftead of advancing the 

treaty of peace by this interview, Wolfey, in his matter's name, 

concluded a league with the Emperor againft Francis; in which 

it was ftipulated, that Charles fhould invade France on the fide 

of Spain, and Henry in Picardy, each with an army of forty 

thoufand men; and that, in order to ftrengthen their union, 

Charles fliould efpoufe the Princefs Mary, Henry's only child, 

and the apparent heir of his dominions ^ Henry produced na 

better reafons for this meafure, equally unjuft and impolitic, than 

the article in the treaty of London, by which he pretended that 

p p. Mart. Ep. 739. Herbert. S Rymer, Feeder, xiii. Herbert. 
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Book II. he was bound' to take arms againft the French King as the firfll 
aggreflbr; and the injury which he alledged Francis- had dona 
him, in permitting the duke of Albany, the head of a fadion ia 
Scotland which oppofcd his intereft, to return into that king-* 
dom. He was influenced, however, by other confider-ationsi 
The advantages which accrued to his fubjedts from maintaining 
an exad neutrality, or the honour that refulted to himfelf from . 
adting as the arbiter between contending princes, appeared to 
his youthful imagination fD inconfiderable> when compared with 
the glory wliich Charles and Francis reaped' from leading armies 
or conquering provinces, that he determined to remain no longer 
in a ftate of inadivity. Having once taken this refolution, his 
inducements to prefer an alliance with Charles were obvious. Hft 
had no claim upon any part of that Prince's dominions, moft of 
which were fo fituated, that he could not attack them without 
great difficulty and difadvantage; whereas ftveral maritime pro- 
vinces of France had been long in the hands of the Englifil 
monarchs, whofe pretenfions, even to the crown of that king- 
dom, were not altogether forgotten; and the poffeffion of Calais 
not only gave him eafy accefs into fome of thefe provinces, but 
aflForded him, in cafe of any difafter, a fecure retreat; Whilfe 
Charles attacked France upon one frontier, Henry flattered him- 
felf that he wt)uld find little refiftance on the other, and that 
the glory of re-annexing to the crown of England the ancient 
inheritance of its monarchs on the continent, was referved for 
his reign. Wolfey artfully encouraged thefe vain hopes, which 
led his matter into fuch meafures a? were mofl: fubfervient to 
his own fccret fchemes ; and the Englifh, whofe hereditary ani- 
mofity againft the French was apt to rekindle on every occafioa>, 
did not difapprove of the martial fpirit of their fovereigp. 
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Mean w h i l e the league between the Pope and Emperor pro- Book II. 
•duced great efFe£ts in Italy, and rendered Lombardy the chief Honiitiesin 
theatre of war. There was, at that time, fuch contrariety be- '^b'« 
tween the charadter of the French and Italians, that the latter fub- 
mitted to the government of the former with greater impatience, 
than they expreffed under the dominion of other foreigners. Tlie 
phlegm of the Germans and gravity of the Spaniards, fuited their 
jealous temper and ceremonious manners better than the French 
gaiety, too prone to gallantry, and too little attentive to decorum. 
Lewis XII, however, by the equity and gentlenefs of his admi- 
niftration, and by granting the Milanefe more extenfive privi- . . 
leges tlian they had enjoyed under their native princes, had over- 
come, in a great meafure, their prejudices, and reconciled them 
to the French government. Francis, on recovering that dutchy, 
did not imitate the example of his predeceflbr ; and though too 
generous himfelf to opprefs his people, his confidence in his 
favourites, and his negligence in examining into the condudJ: of 
thofe whom iie entrufted with power, emboldened them to ven- 
ture upon many afts of oppreflion. The government of Milan The Milanefe 
was committed by him to Odet de Foix, Marechal de Lautrec, ihe^prench" 
another brother df Madame de Chateau-Briand, an officer of great government. 
experience and reputation, but haughty, imperious, rapacious 
and incapable either of liftening to advice, or of bearing contra- 
diction. His infolence and exactions totally alienated the 
affedions of the Milanefe from France, drove mat^y of the con- 
fiderable citizens into banifhment, and forced others to retire for 
* their own fafety. Among the' laft was Jerome Merone, vice- 
chancellor of Milan, a man whofe genius for intrigue and 
^nterprize diftinguifhed him in an age and country, where vio- 
lent facfHons, as well as frequent revolutions, aflFotding great 
fcope for fuch talents, produced or called them forth in great 
abundance. He repaired to Francis Sforza, whofe brother Maxi- 

T z milian 
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Book II. milian he had betrayed; and fufpecaing the Pope's intention of 
^*"'''"^''"' — ^ attacking the Milanefe, although his treaty with the Emperor 
was not yet made publick, propofed to him, in name of Sforza, 
a fcheme for furprizing feveral places in that dutchy by means 
of the exiles, who, from hatred to the French, and from attach- 
ment to their former mafters, were ready for any del^erate 
attempt. Leo not only encouraged the attempt, but advanced 
aconfiderable fum towards the execution of it; and when through 
unforefeen accidents it failed of fuccefs in every part, he allowed 
the exiles who had aflembled in a body, to retire to Reggio, 
which belonged at that time to the church. The Marechal de 
Foix, who commanded at Milan in abfence of his brother Lautrec, 
June 24. who was then in France, tempted with the hopes of catching at 
once as in a fnare, all the avowed enemies of his mafter*s govern- 
ment in that country, ventured to march into the ecclefiaftical 
territories, and to invert Reggio. But the vigilance and good 
condud of Guicciardini the hillorian, governour of that place, 
obliged the Frencli general to abandon the enterprize with dif- 
Thc Pope dc- grace ^ Leo, on receiving this intelligence, with which he was 

claies agairiil ..,1 iri •/-•nii* ^ r 

iruacis* highly pleaied, as it furnilhed him a decent pretext for a rup- 

ture with France, immediately aflembled the confiftory of Car- 
dinals, and complaining bitterly of the hoftile intentions of the 
Irench King, and magnifying the Emperor*s zeal for the 
church., of which he had given a recent proof by his proceedings 
aj;ain(l Luther, declared that he was conftrained in felf-defence, 
and as the only expedient for the fecurity of the ecclefiaftical 
ihite to join his arms to tliofe of that prince. For this purpofe, 
he now pretended to conclude a treaty with Don John Manuel, 
although it had really been figned fome months before this time ; 
and he publickly excommunicated De Foix, as an impious inva- 
der of St Pcter*s patrimony. 

\ Guic. Kb. xiv. 183. Mem. de Bcllav, p. 39, &^c. . 

\ Leo* 
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Leo had already begun preparations for war by taking into Book IL 
pay a confidcrable body of Swifs ; but the Imperial troops ad- ^^7'"^^^ 
vanced fo flowly from Naples and Germany, that it was the MUancfe. 
middle of autumn before the army took the field under the 
command of Profper Colonna, the moft eminent of the Italian 
generals, whofe long experience and extreme caution were oppo- 
fed with great propriety to the- impetuofity of the French. In 
the mean time, De Foix difpatched courier after courier to 
inform the King of the danger which was approaching. Francis, 
whofe forces were either employed in the Low-Countries, or 
aflembling on the frontiers of Spain, and who did not expcQ: 
fo fudden an attack in that quarter, fent ambaffadors to his allies 
the Swifs, to procure from them the immediate levy of an 
additional body of troops ; and commanded Lautrec to repair 
forthwith to his government. That general, who was well 
acquainted with the great negledl of oeconomy in the adminiftra- 
tionof the King's finances, and who knew how much the troops 
in the Milanefe had already fufFered from the want of their pay, 
refufed to fet out, unlefs the fum of three hundred thoufand 
erowns was immediately put into his hands. But the King, 
Louife of Savoy, his mother, and Semblanfay, the fuperinten- 
dant of finances, having promifed,even with an oath, that on his 
arrival at Milan he fhould find remittances for the fum which 
he demanded ; upon the faith of this, he departed. Unhappily 
for France, Louife, a\voman deceitful, vindidive, rapacious and 
capable of facrificing any thing to the gratification of her paf- 
fions, but who had acquired an abfolute afccndant over her fon 
by her maternal tendernefs, her care of his education, and her 
great abilities, was refolved not to perform this promife.' 
Lautrec having incurred her difpleafure by his haughtinefs in 
ncgleding to pay court to her, and by the freedom with which 
he talked concerning fome of her adventures in gallantry, fhe, 

m 
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Book IL iu order to deprive him of the honour which he might have gained 
by a fuccefsful defence of the Milanefe, feized the three hundred 
thoufand crowns dcflined for that fervice, and detained them for 
her own ufe. 



Progrefs rf Lautrec, notwithftanding this cruel difappointment, found 

JiaHil*^^^' means to dflemWe a confiderable army, though far inferior 
in number to that of the confederates. He adopted the 
plan of defence moft fuitable to his fituation, avoiding a pitched 
battle with the greateft care, while he haraffed the enemy con- 
tinually with his light troops, beat up their quarters, intercepted 
their convoys, and covered or relieved every place which they 
attempted to attack. By this prudent condudt, he not only 
retarded their progrefs, but would have foon wearied out the 
Pope, who had hitherto defrayed almoft the whole expence of 
the war, as the Emperor, whofe revenues in Spain w^ere 
diffipated during the commotions in that country, and who 
was obliged to fupport a numerous army in the Netherlands, 
could not make any confiderable remittances into Italy. But 
an unforefeen accident diiconcerted all his meafures, and 
occafioned a fatal reverfe in the French affairs. A body. of 
twelve thoufand Swifs ferved in their army under the banners 
of the republick, with which France was in alliance. By a law, 
no lefs political than humane, eftablifhed among the cantons, their 
troops were not hired out by publick authority to both the con- 
tending parties in any war. This law, the love .of gain had 
fometimes eluded, and private perfons had been allowed to enlift 
in what fervice they pleafed, though not under the publick 
banners, but under thofe of their officers. The Cardinal of 
Sion, who ftill preferved his intereft among his countrymen, and 
his enmity to France, having prevailed on them to i>ermit a 
t levy 
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levy of this kind, twelve thoufand Swifs joined the army of the Book 11* 
confederates. The cantons, when they faw fo many of their 
countrymen marching under hoftile ftandards, and ready to dcftroy 
each other, became fenfible of the infamy to which they would 
be expofed, as well as the lofs they might fuffer, and difpatched 
couriers, commanding* them to leave both armies, and to return 
into their own country. The Cardinal of Siftn, however, had 
the addrefs, by corrupting th6 meflfengers appointed to carry this 
order, to prevent its being delivered to the Swife in the fervice of 
the confederates ; but being intimated in due form to thofe in 
the French army, they, fatigued with the length of the cam^ 
paign, and murmuring for want of pay, inftantly yielded obe- 
dience in fpite of Lautrec's remonftrances and intreaties. 

After the defertion of a body which formed the ftrength 
ef his army, Lautrec durft no longer face the confederates; 
and returning towards Milan, encamped on the banks of the 
Adda, and placed his chief hopes of fafety in preventing the 
enemy from paffing the river ; an expedient for defending a Become- 
country fo precarious, that there are few examples of its Milan. 
being employed with fuccefs againft any general of expe- 
rience or abilities. Accordingly Colonna, notwithftanding 
Lautrec's vigilance and adiivity, pafled the Adda with little lofs, 
and obliged him to fliut himfelf up within the walls of Milan, 
which the confederates were preparing to befiege when an 
unknown perfon, who never afterwards appeared either to boaft 
of this fervice, or to claim a reward for it,, came from the city 
and acquainted Morone^ that if the army would advance that 
night, the Ghibelline or Imperial fadlion would put them ia pof- 
feffion of one of the gates. Colonna, though no friend to rafh 
enterprizes, allowed the marquis de Pefcara to advance with the 
Spanilh infantry, and he himfelf followed with the reft of his 

troops. 
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Book II. troops. About the beginning of night, Pefcara arriving at the 
^ ~'~ - Roman gate in the fuburbs, furprized the foldiers whom he 
found there; thofe pofted in the fortifications adjoining to it, 
immediately fled ; the marquis, feizing the works which they 
abandoned, and pufliing forward inceflantly, though with no 
lefs caution than vigour, became mafter of the city with little 
bloodflied,'* and almoft without refiftance ; the vidors being as 
much aflonifhed as the vanquiihed at the facility and fuccefs of 
the attempt. Lautrec retired precipitately towards the Venetian 
territories with the remains of his ftiattcred army; the cities of 
the Milancfe following the fate of the capital, furrendcred to the 
confederates ; Parma and Placentia were united to the ecclefi- 
aftical ftate, and of all their conquefts in Lombardy, only the 
town of Cremona, the caftle of Milan, and a few inconfiderable 
forts remained in the hands of the French ^ 

Dfath of Leo received the accounts of this rapid fucceflion of profper- 

^® ^* ous events with fuch tranfports of joy, as brought on (if we may 

believe the French hiftorians) a flight fever, which being 
negledled, occafioned his death on the fecond of December, while 
he was ftill of a vigorous age, and at the height of his glory. By 
this unexpefted accident, the fpirit of the confederacy was 
. broken, and its operations fufpended. The Cardinals of Sion 
and Medici left the army that they might be prefent in th« 
conclave; the Swifs were recalled by^ their fuperiors; fome 
other mercenaries diflbanded for want of pay ; and only the Spa- 
niards, and a few Germans in the Emperor's fervice, remained 
to defend the Milanefe. But Lautrec, deftitute boih of men and 
of money, was unable to improve this favourable opportunity in 

b Gnic. 1. XIV. igOf &c. Mem. de Bcllay, 42, ice. Galoicii Capella de rcb. gefi. pro 
reftitut. Fran.Sfortis Commentt ap. Scardiam, vol, ii. iSo^ kc» 

the 
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the manner he would have wifhed. The vigilance of Morone, 
and the good conduft of Colonna, difappointed his feeble 
attempts on the Milanefe; and Guicciardini, by his addrefs and 
valour, repulfed a bolder and more dangerous attack v^hich he 
made on Parma % 



Meanwhile great difcord prevailed in the conclave, which AdrUndcae* 
followed upon Leo's death, and all the arts natural to men ^^' 
grovni old in intrigue, when contending for a prize fo valuable, 
were pradifed. Wolfey's name, notvidthftanding all the Empe- 
ror's magnificent promifes to favour his pretentions, of which 
that prelate did not fail to remind him, was fcarce mentioned in 
theconclavck Julio Cardinal de Medici, Leo's nephew, who was 
more eminent than any other member of the facred college fbt 
his abilities, his wealth, and his experience in tranfadling great 
affairs, had already fecured fifteen voices, a number fufficient^ 
according to the forms of the conclave, to exclude any other 
candidate, though not to carry his own election. All the 
old cardinals combined againfl him, vnthout being united 
in favour of any other perfon* While thefe fadions were 
endeavouring to gain, to corrupt, or to weary out each other, 
Medici and his adherents voted one morning at the fcru- 
tiny, which according to form was made every day, for Cardi- 
nal Adrian of Utrecht, who at that time governed Spain in the 
Emperor's name. This they did merely to protrad time ; but 
the adverfe party inftantly clofing with them, to their owil 
amazement and that of all Europe, aftrangerto Italy, unknown 
to the perfons who gave their fuffrages in his favour, and unac- 
quainted vnth the manners of the people, or the interefl of the 
(late, the government of which they conferred upon him, was 

«Guic. 1. xiv. 214. 
Vol. n. U unani^ 
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January 9« 



Book II. unauimoufly raifed to the papal throne, at a jun^re fo delicate 
and critical, as would have demanded all the fagacity and expe- 
rience of one of the moft able prelates in the facred college. The 
Cardinals themfelves, unable to give a reafon for this flrange 
choice, on account of which, as they marched in proceflionfrom 
the conclave, they were loaded with infults and curfes by the 
Roman people, afcribed it to an immediate impulfe of the Holy 
Ghoft. It may be imputed with greater certainty to the influ- 
ence of Don John Manuel, the Imperial ambaflador, who by his 
addrefs and intrigues facilitated the eleiiion of a perfon devoted 
to his mafler's fervice, from gratitude, from intereft, and from 
inclination "*. 

yizT renewed BESIDES the influence which Charles acquired by Adrian's pro- 
Milancfc. motion, it threw great luftre on his adminiftration. To beftow on 
his preceptor fuch a noble recompence, and to place on the papal 
throne a creature whom he had raifed, were adls of uncommoa 
magnificence and power. Francis obferved» with the fenfibility 
of a rival, the pre-eminence which he was gaining, and refolved 
to exert himfelf with frefli vigor, in order to wreft from him hia 
late conquefls in Italy. The Swifs, in order to make fome repara- 
tion to the French King, for having fo unfeafonably withdrawn 
their troops from his army, which had occafioned the lofs of 
the Milanefe, permitted him to levy ten thoufand men in the 
republick. Together with this reinforcement, Lautrec received 
from the King a fmall fum in money, which enabled him once 
more to take the field, and after feizing by furprize^ or force^. 
fevcral places in the Milanefe, to advance within a few miles of 
the capital. The confederate army was in no condition ta 

* Ger. Morlngi Vita Hadriani ap. Cafp. Burmaiu in Analcft. d« Hadr. 
p. 52. Conclave HaJr, Ibid.^ p. 144, &€• 

obftnia: 
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csbftith^ his progref*; anvl though the iah^hitant* eS ^{\\m\% \U^\>k \U 
inflamed by theartiAct^ ot^Maix>n^» ami by the ivjniUr iU^el;*'^ v^— ^^—tv 
mations of a monk whom he employeil* with thcm^^H euthutatVic 
zeal againft the French government* cinxfcntetl to raiicextiuinv- 
dinary contributions* C>>lonna mull tlx>u have abandons) the 
advantageous camp he had chofen at BiciHxa* and have irdiuirtal 
his troops for want of jxiy, if the Swifs in the French Tervice 
had not once moie extricated him out of hi^ diiUcuUie^« 



The infolencc and caprice of that people were often no lelii Th#Ki#i|ivli 
fatal to their friends, than their valour and difcipline were tW^ ih#*bl»*ta *!a 
midable to their enemies. Having now fcrved Tome nuMUhn ^^^^^^ 
without pay, of which they complained loudly, a l\nn ildUnril 
for their ufc was fent from France under a convoy of hoi U' \ but 
Morone, whofe vigilant eye nothing efcapcd, ported a hotly of 
troops in their way, fo that thofe who cfcorted the numcy ilni ll 
not advance. On receiving intelligence of thi;*, the SwU'm luli all 
patience, and officers as well as foldicrs crowding uromul Luulnr, 
threatened with one voice inftantly to retire, if he did not either 
advance the pay which was due, or i)romire to lead them next 
morning to battle. In vain did I^utrec reinonrtrate agwinfl 
thefe demands, reprcfcnting to them the impofHliilily of ihefor^ 
mer, and the rafhnefs of the latter^ wiiich inurt be attended with 
certain deftrudion, as the enemy occupied a camp natiirally of 
great ftrength, and which by art they liad rendered almofl inar- 
ceffiblc. The Swifs, deaf to reafon, and pcrfuadu! tli;ir tUr\r 
valour was capable of furmounting every ob/lacle, ren^rwed ilicir 
demand with greater ficrccneft, offering; tbcmfclvct) v$ f(,nn fh« 
van-guard, and to begin the attack. Laufrec, unable to /ivrrr- 
come their obflinacy, complied with their rc^|ueft^ ^^^pin;;, |i/5r- 
haps, that iomc of tbofc unforcfun giccuknu which io otu$$ 

V 9 AfMrinUin 
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Book 11. determine the fate of battles, might crown this rafh enterprize 
^■**"^' ' with undeferved fuccefs ; and convinced that the eflFeds of a defeat 
could not be more fatal than thofe which would certainly follow 
upon the retreat of a body which compofed one half of his army. 
May. Next morning the Swifs were early in the field, and marched 

with the greateft intrepidity againft an enemy deeply intrenched 
on every fide, furrounded with artillery, and prepared to receive 
them. As they advanced, they fuftained a furious cannonade 
IS**' with great firmnefs, and without waiting for their own artillery, 
lufhed impetuoufly upon the intrenchments. But after incre- 
dible efforts of valour, feconded with great fpirit by the French, 
having loft their braveft officers and beft troops, and finding 
that they could make no impreffion on the enemy's works, they 
founded a retreat ; leaving the field of battle, however, like men 
repulfed, but not vanquifhed, in clofe array, and without receiv- 
ing any moleftation from the enemy. 

Driven out of Next day, fuch as furvived fet out for their own country; 

t € I anc c, ^^j Lautrec, defpairing of being able to make any farther refift- 
ance, retired into France, after throwing garrifons into Cremona, 
and a few other places; all which, except the citadel of Cre- 
mona, Colonna foon obliged to furrender. 

liofcG^noa. Genoa, however, and its territories, remaining fubjeft to 
France, ftill gave Francis confiderable footing in Italy, and made 
It eafy for him to execute any fcheme for the recovery of the 
Milanefe. But Cblonna, rendered enterprizing by continual 
fuccefs, and excited by the follicitatioas of the fadHon of the 
Adorni, the hereditary enemies of the Fregofi, who under the 
protection of France pofleffed the chief authority in Genoa, 
determined to attempt the redudion of that fUte; and accom- 

I pliflied 
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plifhed it with amazing facility. He became mafter of Genoa 
by an accident as unexpedied as that which had given him pof- 
feflion of Milan ; and almoft without oppofition or bloodfhed, 
the power of the Adorni and the authority of the Emperor were 
eftabliflied in Genoa*. 

Such a cruel fucceffionof misfortunes affeded Francis with Henry vin» 

deep concern, which was not a little augmented by the unex- ^^^^l*"?* ^*' 

peded arrival of an Englifti herald, who, in the name of his F"ncc. 

May 29*. 
fovereign, declared war in form againft France* This ftep was 

taken in confequence of the treaty Wolfey had concluded with 
the Emperor at Bruges, and which had hitherto been kept 
fecret. Francis, though he liad reafon to be furprized with this 
denunciation, after having been at fuch pains to footh Henry 
and to gain his minifter, received the herald with great compo- 
fure and dignity ^ ; and without abandoning any of the fchemes 
he was forming againft the Emperor, began vigorous prepara- 
tions for refifting this new enemy. His treafury, however,, 
being exhaufted by the efforts which he had already made, as 
well as by the fums he expended on his pleafures, he had re- 
courfe to extraordinary expedients for fupplying it. Several new 
offices were created, and expofed to fale; the royal demefnes 
were alienated; unufual taxes were impofed; and the tomb 
of St. Martin was ftripped of a rail of maffive filver, with 
which Lewis XI. in one of his fits of devotion, had encircled it.. 
By means of thefe expedients he was enabled to levy a confide* 
rable army, and to put the frontier towns in a good pofture of 
defence. 

• Jovii Vita Ferdln, Davali. p. 344. Guic. K xiv. 233. 
f Journal de Louife de Savoie, p. 199. 
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Book II. The Emperor, mean while, was no lefs folicitous to draw as 
*. T'.r^ much adTantage as poffible from the acceffionoffuch a powerful 
England. ally ; and the profperous fituation of his aflFairs, at this time, 
permitting him to fet out for Spain, where his prefence was 
extremely neceflary, he vifited the court of England in his way 
to that country. He propofed by this interview not only to 
ftrengthen the bonds of friendfliip which united him and Henry, 
and to excite him to pufh the war againft France with vigour^ 
but hoped to remove any difguft or refentment Wolfey might have 
conceived on account of the cruel difappointment which he had 
met with in the late conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his moft 
fanguine expe(3:ations ; and by his artful addrefs, during a refi- 
dence of fix weeks in England, he gained not only the King and 
the minifter, but the nation itfelf. Henry, whofe vanity was 
fenfibly flattered by fuch a vifit, as well as by thejftudied refpedt 
with which the Emperor treated him on every occafion, entered 
warmly into all his fchemes. The Cardinal, forefeeing from 
Adrian's age and infirmities, a fudden vacancy -in the papal fee, 
diffembled or forgot his refentment ; and as Charles augmented 
thepenfions which he had already fettled on him, and renewed his 
promife of favouring his pretenfions to the papacy, with all his 
intereft, he endeavoured to merit the former, and to fecure the 
accomplifhment of the latter, by frefli fervices. The nation, 
fharing in the glory of its monarch, and pleafed with the con- 
fidence which the Emperor placed in the Englilh by creating the 
earl of Surrey, his high-admiral, difcovered no lefs inclination 
to commence hoftilities than Henry himfelf. 

The Englilh In Order to give Charles, before he left England, a proof of 

lavadcFiancc, ^^^.^ general ardour, Surrey failed with fuch forces as were ready, 

and ravaged the coafts of Normandy. He then, made a defcent 

on 
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on Bretagne, where he plundered and burnt Morlaix, and fome Book II. 
other places of lefs confequence. After thefe flight excurfions, ^ v— ^ 
attended with greater difhonour than damage to Franqe, he 
repaired to Calais and took the command of the principal army, 
confifting of fixteen thoufand men ; with which having joined 
the Flemifli troops under the count de Buren, he advanced into 
Picardy. The army which Francis had afTembled, was far 
inferior in number to thefe united bodies. But during the long with litil« 

{ucccft* 

wars between the two nations, the French had difcovered the 
proper method of defending their country againfl the Englifli. 
They had been taught by their misfortunes to avoid a pitched 
battle with the utmoft care, and to endeavour, by throwing gar- 
rifons into every place capable of refiftance, by watching all the 
enemy's motions, by intercepting their convoys, attacking their 
advanced pofls, and harafling them continually with their 
numerous cavalry, to ruin them with the length of the war, or 
to beat them by piece meal. This plan the duke of Vendome, 
the French general in Picardy, purfucd with no lefs prudence 
than fuccefs ; and not only prevented Surrey from taking any 
town of importance, but obliged him to retire with his army 
greatly reduced by fatigue, by want of provifions, and by the 
lofs it had fuflained in feveral unfuccefsful fkirmifhes. 

Thus ended the fecond campaign in a war the mofl: general 
that hitherto had been kindled in Europe ; and though Francis, 
by his mother^s ill-timed rcfentment, by the difgufting infolence 
of his general, and the caprice of the mercenary troops he cm- 
ployed, had loft his conqucfts in Italy, yet all the powers combined 
againft him had not been able to make any imprcflion on . his 
hereditary dominions; and wherever they either intended or 
attempted an attack, he was well prepared to receive them. 

^ WfllLE 
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Book 11. While the Chriftian princes were thus wafting each other's 
^ ^~*^ ftrenerth, Solyman the Magnificent entered Hungary with a 

Solyman's "^ ' . / 

conqucft of numcrous army, and mvefting Belgrade, which was deemed the 
chief barrier of that kingdom againft the Turkifh arms, foon 
forced it to furrender. Encouraged by this fuccefs, he turned 
his vidtorious arms againft the ifland of Rhodes, the feat, at that 
time, of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem. This fmall ftate 
he attacked with fuch a numerous army, as the lords of Afia 
have been accuftomed in every age to bring into the field. Two 
hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of four hundred fail appeared 
againft a town defended by a garrifon confifting of five thoufand 
foldiers, and fix hundred knights, under the command of Villiers 
de L'ifle Adam, the grand mafter, whofe wifdom and valour ren- 
dered him worthy of that ftation at fuch a dangerous jundlure. 
No fooner did he begin to fufpedi the deftination of Solyman's vaft 
armaments, than he difpatched meflengers to all the Chriftian 
courts, imploring their aid againft the common enemy. But though 
every prince in that age, acknowledged Rhodes to be the great 
bulwark of Chriftendom in the eaft, and trufted to the gallantry 
of its knights as the beft fecurity againft the progrefs of the 
Ottoman arms ; and though Adrian, with a zeal which became 
the head and father of the church, exhorted the contending 
powers, to forget their private quarrels, and by , uniting 
their arms, to prevent the Infidels from deftroying a fociety 
which did honour to the Chriftian name ; yet fo violent and im- 
placable was the animofity of both parties, that, regardlefs of 
the danger to which they expofed all Europe, and unmoved 
by the intreaties of the grand mafter, or the admonitions of 
the Pope, they fufFered Solynun, without difturbance, to carry 
on his operations againft Rhodes. The grand mafter, after incre- 
dible efforts of courage, of patience, and of military conduct 

^ during 
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during a liege of fix months; after fuftaining many aflaults, Book IK 
and difputing every pofl; with amazing obftinacy, was obliged at 
laft to yield to numbers, and having obtained an honourable capi- 
tulation £rom the Sultan, who adm'rrd and refpedtcd his virtue, 
he Surrendered the towqi, whicU W4S reduoed to a heap of rubbifli, 
and deftitutc of every refource *. Charles and i'rancis, ailiaraed 
of having occafioned fuch a lofs to Chriftendom by their ambi- 
tious contefts, endeavoured to throw the blame of it on each 
other, while all Europe, with greater juftice, imputed it 
equally to both. The Emperor, by way of reparation, granted 
the knights of St- John the fmali ifland of Malta, in which they 
fixed tlieir refidence, retaining, though with lefs power and* 
Iplendour, tiieir ancient fpirit, and implacable enmity to the- 
Infidels. 



« Fontanus de BclloRhodio ap. Scard. Script. R«r. Gernlan.' Vol. ii. p. 88»? 
P. Barre. Hiil. d'Ailem. tonir viii. 57* 
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Civil war in 
Canile. 



BookIIL /CHARLES, having had the fatisfaftion of feeing hofti- 
V^ lities begun between France and England, took leave of 
* Henry, and arrived in Spain on the feventeenth of June, He 
found that country juft beginning to recover order and ftrength 
after the miferies of a civil war to which it had been expofed 
during his abfence; an account of the rife and progrefs of which, 
a8 it was but little conneded with the other events that hap- 
pened in Europe, hath been referved to this place. 



ffifiiiTedion 
of Toledo. 



No fooner was it known that the Cortes aflembled in Galicia 
had voted the Emperor ^frec-gift^^ without obtaining the redrefs 

^ of 
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of any one grievance, than it excited univerfal indignation* Book III. 

The citizens of Toledo, who confidered themfelves, on account 

of- the great privileges which they enjoyed, as guardians of the 

liberties of theCaililian commons, finding that no regard was paid 

to the remonftrances of their deputies againft thatunconftitutional 

grant, took arms with tumultuary violence, and feizing.the gates 

of the city which were fortified, attacked the al*cazar, or caftlcf 

which they foon obliged the governour to furrender. Emboldened 

by this fuccefs, they deprived of all authority every pcrfon 

whom they fufpeded of any attachment to the court, eftabliflicd 

a. popular form of government, comppfed of deputies from the 

fevcral pariflies in the city, and levied troops in their own 

defence. The chief leader of the people in thefc infurredions 

was Don John de Padilla, the eldefl fon of the commendador of 

Caftile, a young nobleman of a generous temper,, of undaunted 

courage, and pofTefTed of the talents as well as of the ambition 

which in times of civil difcord raife men to power and emi^ 

nencea. 



The refentment of the citizens of Segovia produced effcCtd Of Segotia* 
ftill more fatal. TordefiUas, one of their reprefentatives in the 
late G)rtes, had voted for the donative; and being a bold and 
haughty man, ventured, upon his return, to call together his 
fellow citizens in the -great church, that he might give thtfm, . 
according to cuftom, an account of hiscondud in tliat afleinbly. 
But the multitude, unable to bear his infolence, in attempting 
to juftify what they thought inexcuiable, burft open the gates 
of the church with the utmoft fury, and feizing the unhappy 
TordefillaS) dragged him through the ftreets, with a thouiand 

• SamloT. p. 77. 

X t curfcs 
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jBooK IIL cutfcs and infults, towards the place of publicfe executtoA. in 



L. 



""^"^ Tain did the dean and canons come forth in ptocefftoh with the 
holy facramcnt, in order to appeafe their rage. In vain did the 
monks of thofe monaftcrks by which they palTed, conjure ihtm 
on their, knees td fpare his life, or at-kaft to allow him time to 
confefs, and to deceive abfolutidn of his fins. Wiflloot liftening 
to the didlates either of humanity or of religion, th^y cried out, 
•* That the hangman alone could abfolve fuch a traitor to his 
country," hurried him along with greater violence, and finding 
that he had expired under their hands, they hung him up with 
his head downwards on the common gibbet \ The fame fpirit 
fcized the inhabitants of Burgos, Zamofa, and feveral other cities ; 
and though their repnefehtatives, taking warning from the fate 
of TordefiUasy had been fo wife As to fave themfeives by a timely 
flight, they wfirt burnt in tffiigy, their houfes razed to the 
ground, and fheif efk&i confumed with fire ; ami fuch Was the 
hofiror the ptWf^le had conecivcd agstinft them as beCrayers of 
the publick liberty, that not one in thofe licentious multitudes 
would touch any thing, however valuable, which had belonged 
to them % 

Meafaresof ADRIAN, at that time regent of Spain^ bad fctrce fixed th6 
order to fcat of his govemmcnt at VaJladolid, when he was alarmed 

Pjmi I cm. ^.^j^ ^^ account of tibefe infurre^ions. He imihediately affetti^ 

June 5, 1520. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

bled th€ council to deliberate coaceming the proper method of 
fuppreifing them. The counfeliors differed m opinion; fome 
infifling that it was neoefi^ry to check this audacicto fpifit in 
its infancy by a fevere execuQon of judke; 6thei*s advifing to 
treat wilh lenity a people wbo badibeaiie rtfafon to be iocenfed, 

* P. Martyr. Ep, 671. « &lrtdov. 103. P. Mart. Ep. 674. 

a and 
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and nrrt: to drive them beyond all tlie bounds of duty jby an ill- 1!t6ot ItL 
timed rigour. The fentiments of the former being warmly (up- • ^^ '^ ^ 
ported by the archbifliop of Granada, prefident of the council^i 
perfon of great authority, but cholerick and impetuous, wet e 
approved of by Adrian, whofe zeal to fupport his mafter*s autho- 
rity hurried him into a meafure, to which, from his natural 
caution and timidity, he would otherwife have been averfe. He 
commanded Ronquillo, one of the King's judges, to repair 
inftantly to Segovia, which had fet the firft example of mutiny, Hit troops 
and to proceed againil the delinquents according to law; and s^^vw/^ 
left the pec^le fliould be fo outrageous as to refift his authority, 
a confideraHe body of troops was appointed to attend him. The 
ScgoviwLS, forefceing what they might expeft from 4 judge fd 
well known for his auftere and unforgiving temper, took arms 
With ooe eonfent^ and having muftered twelve thoufand men, 
{hut their gates againft him. Ronquillo, enraged at this infult, 
deaeunced them rebels and outlaws ; and his troops feizing all 
the avenues to the town, hoped that it would foon be obliged to 
furredder for want of protifions. The inhabitantSf however^ 
defisndcd themfelves lri& vigdur, and having received a oonfi-» 
derable reinfGrceiBeM from Toledo^ under the command of 
Padilla, attacked Ronquillo, and forced him to retire, with the 
lofs of bis baggage and military cheil ^ 

Upon this Adrian ordered Antonio de Fonfeca, whom the •»*« Medina 

del6«ap0ft 
Emperor had appointed' commander in chief of the forces in 

Spain^ to aflemble an army, and to befiege the city in form. 

But the inhabitants of Medina del Campo, where Cardinal 

Ximenes had eftabliftied a vaft magazine of military ftores, 

would not fuffer him 4:0 draw from it a train of battering cannon^ 

'SSnctov. 112. F. Mart. Ep. 6^. MiaiatUi, Cuntin. g,. i^. 

or 
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Book nL or to deftroy their countrymen with thofe arms which had been 
^ prepared againft the enemies of the kingdom. Fonfeca, who 

could not execute his orders without artillery, determined to 
feize the magazine by force, and the citizens ftanding on their 
defence, he aflaulted the town with great brifknefs : But his 
troops were fo warmly received, that defpairing of carrying 
the place, he fet fire to fome of the houfes, in hopes that 
the'citizens would abandon the walls in order to fave their 
families and efFe<3:s. Inftead of that, the expedient to which he 
had rccourfe ferved only to increafe their fury, and he was 
repulfcd with great infamy, while the flames fpreading from 
ftreet to ftreet, reduced to afties almoft the whole town, one of 
the moft confiderable at that time in Spain, and the great mart 
for the manufa<3:ures of Segovia, and feveral other cities. As 
the warehoufes were then filled with goods for the approaching 
fair, the lofs was immenfe, and was felt univerfally ; and this» 
added to the impreflion which fuch a cruel adtion made on a 
people long unaccuflomed to the horrors of civil war, enraged 
the Caftilians almoft to madnefs. Fonfeca became the ohjeCt of 
general indignation, and was branded with the name of incendiary 
and enemy to his country ; and even the citizens of Valladolid, 
whom the prefence of the Cardinal had hitherto reftrained, 
declared that they could no longer remain ina£tive fpe^tors of 
the fufferings of their countrymen, and taking arms with no lefs 
ftiry than the other cities, they burnt Fonfeca's houfe to the 
ground, eleded new magiftrates, raifedfoldiers, appointed officers 
to command them, and guarded their walls with as much dili- 
gence, as if an enemy had been ready to attack thenu , 

Adnindir '^"E Cardinal, who though virtuous and difinterefted, and 

kmd^his capable of governing the kingdom with honour in times of traa- 

quillity. 
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^jtullity, poflefled neither the courage nor lagacitjrneceflaryat BookIII. 
fuch a dangerous jundhire, finding himfelf unable to check thefe - ~'~ ~^ 
outrages committed under his own eye, attempted to appeafe the 
people, by protefting that Fonfeca had exceeded his orders, and 
had by his rafh condud offended him, as much as he had injured 
thenu This condefcenfion, the effedl of irrefolution and timi- 
dity, rendered the malecontents bolder and more iofolent; and 
the Cardinal having foon after recalled Fonfeca, and difmiffed 
his troops, which he could no longer afford to pay, as the trea- 
fury had been drained by the rapacioufnefs of the Flemifli mini- 
fters, and received no fupply from the great cities which were all 
in arms, the people were left at full liberty to a<3: without con- 
troul, and fcarce any £hadow of power remained in his hands. 

Nor were the proceedings of the commons the effeds merely '^f ^'^* 

. . . ^od preten- 

of popular and tumultuary rage ; they aimed at obtaining redrefs fions of the 
of their political grievances, and an eftablifliment of public liberty Caflilc, 
on a fecurebafis, objedis worthy of all the zeal they difcovered 
in contending for theni« The feudal government in Spain, was 
at that time in a ftate more favourable to liberty than in any 
other of the great European kingdoms. This was owing chiefly 
to the number of great cities in that country, a circumftance of 
which I have already taken notice, and which contributes more 
than any other to mitigate the rigour of the feudal inftitutions, 
and to introduce a more liberal and equal form of government. 
The inhabitants of every city formed a great corporation with 
valuable immunities and privileges; they were delivered from a 
ftate of fubjedion and vaflalage; they were admitted to a confi- 
derable (hare in the legiflature ; they acquired the arts of induftry, 
without which cities cannot fubfift; they accumulated wealth, 
by engaging in commerce ; and being free and independent them^ 

XelveSt 
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Book JSIr felm, vnatc tia gubrdiflns tsi the publick iraedott Am) lAdepeti^ 
^^ ''^^**-^ dence. The gimius tof thus internal gorfeWMaaettt cfljJ^BQicd in 
cities^ whick, eten ia countries wiiere dttfpodc power {>revaiU 
mod, is demoCTitical 2nd repofalicaiH rendered tlie idetof li(>ert]r 
familiar and dear to tkem. Theit reprefentatives in tiie Cortea 
were accuilomed to check with equal fpirit the encroachments 
of the King., and the opptcffion of the nobka. They endear 
voured to extend the privileges of their own order; they 
kboured to fbake off the remaining encumbrances with which 
the feudal tyranny had burdened them ; and confciouii of 1>eing 
one of the moft confiderable orders ia the ftate^ were jambitioua 
(^becoming the moft powerful. 

Their confc- The prefent juncture appeared favourable for pufhing 
fame of the any new claim. Their fovereign was abfeat itom his dotni* 
Hair Junto. ^^^^^^ . ^^ ^^ ilUondud of his minifters he had loft the 
efteem and affedion of his fubjeds ; the people ex^aiperated by 
many injuries had taken arms, though without concert, almoil: 
by general confent j they were animated with fury capable o£ 
carrying them to the moft violent extremes ; the royal treafury 
was exhaufted ; the kingdom deftitute of troops ; and the go- 
vernment committed to a ftranger, of great virttie indeed, but of 
abilities unequal to fuch a truft. The firft care of Paditla, and 
the other popular leaders who obferved and determined to 
improve thcfe circumftances, was to eftablifh (bme form of union 
or aflbciation among the malficontents, that they might a6l witk 
greater regularity and purfue one common end ; and as the 
difierent cities had been prompted to take arms by the fame 
. ^ motives, and were accuflomed to confider thenjielves as a diftinft 
body from the reft of the fubjeds, they did not find this difficult. 
A geieierai coaventiofi was appointed to be h^Id at Avila. Depii* 

ties 
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ties appeared there in name of almoft all the cities entitled to BookIIL 

have reprefentatives in the Cortes. They all bound themfelves 

by folemn oath^ to live and die in the fervice of the King, and in 

defence of the privileges of their order ; and afluming the name 

of the holy Junta or aflbciation, proceeded to deliberate concern- . 

ing the ftate of the nation, and the proper method of redrefling 

its grievances. The firft that naturally prefented itfelf, was the T^*y difdaim 

. . r r • • • Adrian's 

nomination of a foreigner to be regent; this, they declared with authoiity. 
one voice to be a violation of the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom, and refolved to fend a deputation of their members to 
Adrian, requiring him in their name to lay afide all the enfigns 
of his office, and to abftain for the future from the exercife of a 
jurifdi(3:ion which they had pronounced illegal *"• 

While they were preparing to execute this bold refolution, GetpofTeflloa 
Padilla accomplifhed an enterprize of the greatcft advantage to joannl 
the caufe. After relieving Segovia, he marched fuddenly toTorde- Aug. 29. 
fiUas, the place where the unhappy Queen Joanna hadrefided fince 
the death of her hufband, and being favoured by the inhabitants, 
was admitted into the town, and became mailer of her perfon, for 
the fecurity of which Adrian had negiedted to take proper precau- 
tions \ Padilla waited immediately upon the Queen, and accofting 
her wdth that profound refpedt, which fhe exadled from the few 
perfons, whom fhc deigned to admit into her prefence, acquainted 
her at large with the miferable condition of her Caftilian fubjefts 
under the government of her fon, who being deflitute of expe- 
rience himfelf, permitted his foreign minifters to treat them with 
fuch rigour, as had obliged them to take arms in defence of the 
liberties of their country. The Queen, as if fhe had been 

* P. Mart. Ep. 691. > Vita dcir Iijipcr. Carl. V. dall Alf. Ulloa. 

Ven. 1509, p. 67. Miniana, Contin. p. 17. 

Vol. II. Y awakened 



i68- THEREIGNOFTHE 

Bo OK III. awakened out of a lethargy, exprefled great aftonifhmcnt at 
^^ '^"'^^ what he faid, and told him, that as fhe had never heard till that 
moment, of the death of her father, or known the fufFerings of 
her people, no blame could be imputed to her, but that now (he 
would take care to provide a fufficient remedy^, and in the mean- 
time, added fhe, let it be your concern to do what is neceflary 
for the publick welfare,. Padilla, too eager in forming a con- 
clufion agreeable to his wifhes, miftook this lucid interval of rea- 
fon for a ^perfeft return of that faculty ; and acquainting the 
Junta with what had happened, advifed them to remove to- 
TordefiUas, and to hold their meetings ixx that place;. This was^ 
inftantly done; but though Joanna received very gracioufly an 
addrefs of the Junta, befeeching her to take upon her the go- 
vernment of the kingdom, and in token of her compliance,, 
admitted all the deputies to kifs her hand; though fhe was pre- 
fent at a tournament held on that occafion, and feemed highly fa- 
tisfied with both thefe ceremonies, which were conduded witb 
great magnificence in order to pleafe her, fhe foon relapfed into* 
her former melancholy and fullennefs, and could never be' 
brought by any arguments or intreaties, to fign any one paper 
neceflfary towards the difpatch of bufmefs"^ 

Carry on go- The Tunta concealing as much as poffibre this laft circum- 

vernment m -^ .... 

her name, flance, carried on all their deliberations in her name; and 
as the Caftilians, who idolized the memory of Ifabella, retained 
a wonderful attachment to her daughter, no fooner was it known 
that fhe had confented to affume the reins of government than 
the people exprefled tKe moll univerfal and immodbrate joy ; and 
believing her recovery to be compleat, afcribed it to a miraculous 

■ Sandov. 164* P. Mart Ep. 685, 686t 

interpo-. 
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Intcrpofition of heaven, in order to refcue their country from the Book III* 
oppreilion of foreigners. The Junta, confcious of the repata- ^'TT^- ' 
tion and power they had acquired by feemihg to aft under the AdrninofaU' 
royal authority, were no longer fatisfied with requiring Adrian ^^^^^' 
to refign the office of regent, they detached Padilla to Valladolid 
with a confidcrabie body of troops, ordering hitn to feize fuch 
members of the council as w»e ftill in that city, to condu^ 
tbem to To]»de(ilU8, and to bring away the feals of the kingf* 
tlom, the puhlick archives and treafury books. Padilla, v^^o 
was received by the citizeiiB, as the deliverer of his country, 
executed his commiifion with great exadne^ ; permitting Adrian 
however, ftill to reiide in ValladoHd, though ouly as a private 
perfon, and without any fhadow of powe^ \ 

The Emperor, to whom frequent ^ccp^ftts of thefe tranf- The Frnperor 
a&ionc were traniinitted while he was dill in Flcinders, was 
fenfible of his own imprudence and that of his nynifters in 
having defpifed too long the murmurs and remonftrances of the 
Caftilians. He beheld, with deep concern, a kingdom the moil 
valuable of any he poflbffed, and in which lay the ftrength and 
linews of his power, juft ready to difown his authority, and on 
the point of being plunged in all the miferies of civil war. 
But though his prelibnce n^ight have averted this calamity, h^ 
could not, at that time, vifit Spjiiii without e;idangering the 
Imperial crown, and allowing the French King full leifure to 
execute his ambitious fchepies. The only points now to be pj., ^^^^^.^^ 
deliberated upon, were whether h? fhould attempt to gain the ^^^^^j^"^^J^^ 
malecontents by indulgence and cpnceffions, or prepare diredly maiecontcms. 
to fupprefs them by force j ^nd he refolved to make trial of the 
former, while at the fame time, if that fhould fail of fuccefs, he 

• Sandov. 174. P. Mart. Ep. 791 • 
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Book III. prepared for the latter. For this purpofe, he iflued circular letters 
''~~ -' to all the cities of Caftile, exhorting them in mod gentle temw^ 
and with aflurances of fuU pardon, to lay down their arms ; he 
promifcd fuch cities as bad continued faithful not to exa£t from, 
them the fubfidy granted in the late Cortes, and offered the 
fame favour to thofe who returned to their duty j he engaged 
that no office fhould be conferred for the future upon any 
but native CaftiliaHS. On the other hand, he wrote to the 
nobles exciting them to appear with vigour in defence of their 
own rights, and thofe of the crown, againft the exorbitant claims 
of the commons ; he appointed the high admiral, Don Fadrique 
Enriquez,, and the high conftable of Caftile, Don Inigo de Ve^ 
lafco, two noblemea of great abilities and influence, regents of 
the kingdom in conjundlion with Adrian ; and he gave them 
full power and inftrudlions, if the obftinacy of the malecontents^ 
Ihould render it neceffary, to vindicate the royal authority by 
force of arms ''^ 

The large re- The conceffions he was willing to make, which, at the 
the junta^on-^ time of his leaving Spain, would have fully fatisfied the people, 
cerning their c^ime uow too late to producc any efFedb. The Junta, relying on: 
the unanimity with which the nation fubmitted to their authority, 
elated with the fuccefs v^ich hitherto had accompanied all their 
undertakings, and feeing no military force coUeded to defeat or 
obftru£t their defigns, aimed at a more thorough reformation of 
political abufes. They had been employed for fome time hr 
preparing a remonftrance containing a large enumeration not 
only of the grievances, of which they craved redrefs, but of fuclr 
new regulations as they thought neceffary for the feciirity of 
their liberties. This remonftrance, which is divided into many 

• P. Hcutcr. Rer. Auftr. lib. viii. c. 6. p. i88. 
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articles relating to all the different members of which the con- Book IIL 
ftitution was compofed, as well as to the various departments in * 
the adminiftration of government, furnifhes us with more authen- 
tic evidence concerning the intentions of the Junta, than can be 
drawn from the teftimiony of the later Spanifli hiftorians, who 
lived in times when it became fafhionable and even neceffary to 
reprefentthe condud of the malecon tents in the word light, and 
as flowing from the worfl motives. After a long preamble con^ 
ceming the various calamities under which the nation groaned, 
and the errors and corruption in government to which thefe were 
to be imputed, they take notice of the exemplary patience where- 
with the people had endured them, till felf-prefcrvation, and the 
duty which they owed to their country, had obliged them to af- 
femble in order to provide in a legal manner for their own fafety, 
and that of the conftitution : For this purpofe, they demanded that 
the King would be pleafed to return to his Spanifli dominions, and 
rcfide there, as all their former monarchs had done; that he would 
vnot marry but with confent of the Cortes ; that if he fliould be 
obliged at any time to leave the kingdom,, itfliall not be lawful 
to appoint any foreigner to be regent ; that the prefent nomina/- 
tion of Cardinal Adrian to that office fhall inftantly be declared 
void ; that he would not, at his return, bring along with him 
any Flemings or other ftrangers ; that no foreign troops fhall, 
on any pretence whatever, be introduced into the kingdom ; that 
none but natives fhall be capable of holding any ofiice or benefice 
either in church or ftate; that no foreigners ftiall be naturalized; 
that free quarters fhall not be granted to fbldiers, nor to thofe 
of the King's houfehold for any longer time than fix days, and 
that only when the court is in a progrcfs ; that all the taxes fhall 
be reduced to the fame ftate they were in at the death of Queen 
Ifahella; that all alienations of the royal demefnes or revenues. 

finccr 
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Book III. fmce that Queen's death ihall be refumedj that all new offices 
^'*~'^— ^ created fince that period be abolifhedj that the fubfidy g;ranted 
by the late Cortes in Galida fliaJl not be exafted ; that in all 
future Cortes each city fhall fend one reprefentativc of the clergy, 
one of the gentry, and one of the commons, each to be eledled 
by his own order ; that the crown {hall not influence or diredl 
I any city with regard to the choice of its reprefentativcs ; that 

no member of the Cortes fhall receive an office or penfion from 
the King, either for himfelf or for any of his family^ under pain 
of death, and confifcation of his goods; that each city or com- 
munity fhall pay a competent falary to its reprefentatives for 
his maintenance during his attendance on the Cortes ; that the 
Cortes (hall afTemble once in three years at leaft, whether fum- 
moned by the King or not, and fhall then enquire into the obfer- 
vation of the articles now agreed upon, and deliberate concerning 
publick affairs; that the rewards which have been given or pro- 
mifed to any of the members of the Cortes in Galicia, fhall be re- 
voked; that no gold, filver, or jewels, fhall, upon pain of death, 
be fent out of the kingdom; that judges fhall have fixed falaries 
affigned them, and (hall not receive any fhare of the fines and 
forfeitures of perfons. condemned by them; that no grant of the 
goods of perfons accufed fhall be valid, if given before fentence 
was pronounced againfl them; that all privileges which the 
nobles have at any time obtained, to the prejudice of the com- 
mons, fhall be revoked; that the government of cities or towns 
fhall not be put into the hands of the nobles ; that the lands of 
the nobles fhall be fubjedl to all public taxes in the fame manner 
as thofe of the commons ; 'that an enquiry be made into the con- 
dudl of thofe who have been entrufled with the management 
of the royal patrimony fince the acceffion of Ferdinand ; and if 
the King do not within thirty days appoint perfons properly 

qualified 
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qualified for that fervice, it (hall be lawful for the Cortes to Book IIL 

nominate them; that Indulgences fhall not be preached or ^— ■">^-**-' 

difperfed in the kingdom until the caufe of pubEfhihg them be 

examined and approved of by the Cortes; that all the money 

arifing from the fale of Indulgences, Ihall be faithfully employed 

in carrying on war againft the Infidels ; that fuch prelates as da 

not refide in their diocefes fix months in the year, fliall forfeit 

their revenues during the time they are abfent; that the eccle- 

fiaftical judges and their ofiicers fhall not exadl greater fees than 

thofe which are paid in the fecular courts; that the prefent arch- 

bifhop of Toledo being a foreigner, be compelled to refign that 

dignity, which fhall be conferred upon a Caftilian; that the 

King fliall ratify and hold as good fervice done to him and 

to the kingdom all the proceedings of the Junta, and pardon? 

any irregularities which the cities may have committed from an: 

excefs of zeal in a good caufe : That he fhall promife andf f^HK 

in the mofl folemn manner to obferve all thefe articles, and oa 

no occafion attempt either to elude, or to repeal them ; and that 

he fhall never folicit the Pope or any other prelate to grant 

him a difpenfation or abfolution from this oath and promife ^ 

Such were the chief articles prefenteJ by the Junta to their Thcfpiritof 
ibvcreign. As the feudal inflitutions in the feveral kingdoms of it brcaihtdk 
Europe were (Kiginally the fame, the genius of thofe govern7 
ments which arofe from them bore a flrong refemblance to each 
other, and the regulations which the Caftilians attempted to efla- 
blifh on this occafion, differ little from thofe which other nations 
laboured to procure in their flruggles with their monarchs.fbr li- 
berty. The grievances complained of, and the remedies propofc(J 

» Sandov. 206. P. Mart* Ep. 686». 
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Book IIL by the Englifti commons in their contefts with the princes of the. 
' ~^ houfe of Stuart, particularly refemble thofe upon which the 
Junta now infifted. But the Spaniards had already acquired 
ideas of their own liberty and independence, had formed bold 
and generous fentiments concerning government, and difcovered 
an extent of poUtical knowledge to which the Engliih did not 
attkin till more than a century aftervv^ards. 

It is not improbable, however, that the fpirit of reformation 
among the Caftilians, hitherto unreftrained by authority, and 
emboldened by fuccefs, became too impetuous, and prompted the 
Junta to propofe innovations which by alarming the other 
members of the conftitution, proved fatal to their caufe. The 
nobles, who inftead of obftruding, had favoured or connived at 
their proceedings, while they confined their demands of redrefs 
to fuch grievances as had been occafioned by the King's want of 
experience, and by the imprudence and rapacioufnefs of his 
Irritates the foreign minifters, were filled with indignation when they began 
to touch the privileges of their order, and plainly faw that the 
meafures of the commons tended no lefs to break the power of 
the ariftocracy, than to limit the prerogatives of the crown. The 
refentment which they had conceived on account of Adrian's 
promotion to the regency, abated confiderably upon the Emperor's 
raifing the conftable and admiral to joint power with him in that 
office ; and as their pride and dignity were lefs hurt by fufFering 
the prince to pofl!efs an extenfive prerogative, than by admitting 
the high pretenfions of the people, they determined to give their 
fovereign the affiftancc which he had demanded of them, and 
began to aflemble tkeir vaffals for that purpofe. 

^thc^j^u" '^^^ Junta, meanwhile, expefted with impatience the Em- 
darc not pre- peror's anfwcr to their remonftrance, which they had appointed 

rcmonftrancc. * fome 
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fome of their number to prefcnt. The members entrufted with Book IIL 
this commiflion fet out immediately for Germany, but having ^^ "^ ' 
received at different places certain intelligence from court, that 
they could not venture to appear there without endangering 
their lives, they ftopt fhort in their journey, and acquainted 
the Junta of the informarion which had been given them '. This 
excited fuch violent paffions as tranfported the whole party 
beyond all bounds of prudence, or of moderation. That a 
Caftilian King fhould deny his fubjefts accefs into his prefence, 
or refufe to liften to their humble petitions, was reprefented as 
an aft of tyranny fo unprecedented and intolerable, that nothing 
now remained but with arms in their hands to drive away that 
ravenous band of foreigners which encompaffed the throne, who 
after having devoured the wealth of the kingdom, found it ne- 
ceffary to prevent the cries of an injured people from reaching 
the ears of their fovereign. Many infiftcd warmly on approving 
a motion which had formerly been made, for depriving Charles, 
during the life of his mother, of the regal titles and authority Viofent pro. 
which had been too raOily conferred upon him from a falfe fup- fhe junta? 
pofition of her total inability for government. Some propofed to 
provide a proper perfon to aflift her in the adminiftration of pub- 
lick affairs, by marrying the Queen to the Prince of Calabria, 
the heir of the Aragonefe Kings of Naples, who had been 
detained in prifon fince the time that Ferdinand had difpoffeffed 
his anceftors of their crown. All agreed that, as the hopes of 
obtaining redrefs and fecurity merely by prefenting their requefts 
to their fovereign, had kept them too long in a ftate of ina£tion> 
and prevented them from taking advantage of the unanimity 
with which the nation declared in their favour, it was now 
ncceffary to colle^i their whole force, and to exert themfelves 

' Sandov. 143. 
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Book III. with vigour, in oppofing this fatal combination of the King and 
^ "^""^ nobles againft their liberties ".^ 

Take the The Y foon took the field with twenty thoufand men. Violent 

difputes arofe concerning the command of this army. Padilla, the 
darling of the people and foldiers, was the only perfon whom 
they thought w^orthy of this honour. But Don Pedro de Giron,. 
the eldeft fon of the Cbnde de Uruena, a young nobleman of 
the firft order, having lately joined the commons out of pri- 
vate refentment againft the Emperor, the refpe£t due to his 
birth, together with a fecret defire of difappointing Padilla, of 
•whofe popularity many of the Junta had become jealous, pro- 
cured him the office of general ; though he foon gave them a 
fatal proof that he poflefled neither the experience, the abilities, 
nor the fteadinefs which that important ftation required. 

The regents The regents, meanwhile, appointed Riofeco as the place of 
arm. " rendezvous for their troops, which, though far inferior to thofe 
of the commons in number, excelled them greatly in difcipline 
and in valour. They had drawn a confiderable body of regular 
and veteran infantry out of Navarre. Their cavalry, which formed 
the chief ftrength of their army, confifted moftly of gentlemen 
accuftomed to the military life, and animated with the martial 
fpirit peculiar to their order in that age. The infantry of the 
Junta was formed entirely of citizens and mechanics, little 
acquainted with the ufe of arms. The fmall body of cavalry 
they had been able to raife, was compofed of perfbns of ignoble 
birth, and perfed: ftrangers to the fervice into which they entered.. 
The character of the generals diflFered no lefs than that of their 

» P. Mart. Ep.. 688. 
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troops. The royalifts were commanded by the Conde de Haro, Book IIL 
the conftable*s eldeft fon, an ojSicer of great experience, and of '~ "'~ 
diftinguiflied abilities. 

Gi R o N marched with his army diredly to Riofeco, and feizing impruf'cncc 

^ ' ' ^ ^ and iN fucccfs 

the villages and pafles around it, hoped that the royalifts would of the general 
be obliged either to furrender for want of provifions, or to fight ° ^ ^ 
with difadvantage before all their troops were aflembled. But 
he had not the abilities, nor his troops the patience and difci- 
pline neccflary for the execution of fuch a fcheme. The Conde 
de Haro found little difficulty in conducting a confiderable rein- 
forcement through all his pofts into the town; and Giron 
defpairing of being able to reduce it, advanced fuddenly to 
Villa-panda, a place belonging to the Conftable, in which the 
enemy had their chief magazine of provifions. By this ill- 
judged motion, he left TordefiUas open to the royalifts, whom 
the Conde de Haro led thither in the night, with the utmoft December j.; 
fecrecy and difpatch ; and attacking the town, in which Giron 
had left no other garrifon than a regiment of priefts raifed by 
the bifhop of Zamora, he, by break of day forced his way into 
it after a defperate refiftance, became mafter of the Queen's per- 
fon, took prifoners many members of the Junta, and recovered 
the great feal, with the other enfigns of government. 

By this fatal blow, the Junta loft all the reputation and autho- 
rity which they derived from feeming to adb by the Queen's com- 
mands ; fuch of the nobles as had hitherto been wavering or un- 
determined in their choice, now joined the regents with all their 
forces ; and an univerfal confternation feized the partizans of 
the commons. This was much increafed by the fufpicions they 
began to entertain of Giron, whom they loudly accufed of hav- 

Z 8 ' ing 
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JBooK IIL ing betrayed TordefiUas to the enemy; and though that charge 
feems to have been deftltute of foundation, the fuccefs of the 
royalids being owing to Giron^s ill-condud: rather than to his 
treachery, he fo entirely loft credit with his party, that he 
refigned his commiffion, and retired to one of his caftles \ 

The Junta • SucH members of the Junta as had efcaped the enemy V 
^iknu hands at TordefiUas, fled to Valladolid ; and as it would have 

required long time to fupply the places of <hofe who were pri- 
foners, by a new eledbion, they made choice among ihemfelvea 
of a fmall number of perfons to whom they committed the 
fupreme direction of affairs. Their army, which grew ftronger 
every day by the arrival of troops from different parts of the 
kingdom, marched likewife to Valladolid; and Padilla being 
appointed commander in chief, the fpirits of the foldiery revived^ 
and the whole party forgetting the late misfortune, continued 
to exprefs the fame ardent zeal for the liberties of their country^ 
and the fame implacable animofity againft their opprelFors.. 

Their expe. What they ftood moft in need of, was money to pay their 
M^Dgmonfj. troops. A great part of the current coin had b^en carried out 
of the kingdom by the Flemings; the flated taxes levied in times 
of peace were inconfiderable ; commerce of every kind being inter- 
rupted by the war, the fum which they yielded decreafed daily ; 
and the Junta were afraid of difgufting the people by burden- 
ing them with new impofitions, to which, in that age, they were 
Kttle accuftomcd. But from this difficulty they were extricated 
by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla*s wife, a woman of noble birth,, 
of great abilities, of botmdlefs ambition, and animated with the 
moft ardent zeal in fupport of the eaufe of the Junta. She, with 

f MiTcellaACOus TraOs by Dr. Mich, G«ddes, vol. i. 27S. 
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a boldnefs fuperior to thofe fuperftitious fears which often influ- Book III. 

ence her fex, propofed to feize all the rich and magnificent orna- '^'^ ^"^ ^ 

ments in the cathedral of Toledo ; but left that aftion, by its 

appearance of impiety, might oflFend the people, flie and her 

retinue marched to the church in foleiiin proceffion, in mourning 

habits, with tears in their eyes, and beating their breafts, and 

fajiling on their knees, implored the pardon of the faints whofe 

flirines Ihe was about to violate. By this artifice, which fcreened 

her from the imputation of facrilege, and perfuaded the people 

that neceflity and zeal for a good caufe had conftrained her, 

though with reluctance, to venture upon thisadion, (he procured 

a confiderable fupply of money for the Junta"*. The regents, no 

lefs at a lofs how to maintain their troops, the revenues of the 

crown having either been diffipated by the Flemings, or being 

feized by the commons, were obliged to take the Queen's jewels, ^ 

and the plate belonging to the nobility, and apply them to that 

purpofe ; and when thefe failed, they obtained a fmall fum by 

way of loan from the King of Portugal *". 

The nobility difcoyered great unwillingnefsto proceed to extre- Lofe time fn 
mities with the Junta. They were animated with no lefs hatred with the ^^^ • 
than the commons againft the Flemings ; they approved much of **o^^»V« 
feveral articles in the remonflxance; they thought the jundure 
favourable, not only for redrefling paft grievances, but for ren- 
. dering the conftitution more perfeift and fecure by new regulations; 
they were afraid that while the two orders of which the legiflature 
was compofed, wafted each other's ftrength by mutual hoftilities, 
the crown would rife to power on the ruin or weaknefs of both, 
and encroach no lefs on the independence of the nobles, than on 

• Sandov. 308. Dift. dc Bayle, Art. Padilla# v P. Mart. Ep. 7 1^. " 
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Book III. the privileges of the commons. To this difpofition were owing 
the frequent overtures of peace which the regents made to the 
Junta, and the continual negociations they carried on during the 
progrcfs of their military operations. Nor were the terms which 
they offered unreafonable; for on condition that the Junta would 
pafs front a few articles moft fubvcrfive of the royal authority, or 
inconfiftent with the rights of the nobility, they engaged to pro- 
cure the Emperor's confent to their other demands, which, if he, 
through the influence of evil counfellors, fhould refufe, feveral of 
the nobles promifed to join with them in order to extort it\ 
Such divifions, however, prevailed among the members of the 
Junta, as prevented their deliberating calmly, or judging with 
prudence. Several of the cities which had entered into the con- 
federacy, were filled with that mean jealoufy and diftruft of 
each other, which rivalfhip in commerce or in grandeur is apt 
to infpire; the conftable, by his influence and promifes, had 
prevailed on the inhabitants of Burgos to abandon the Junta, 
and other noblemen had fliaken the. fidelity of fome of the lefler 
cities ; no perfon had arifen among the commons of fuch fuperior 
abilities or elevation of mind, as to acquire the diredlion of their 
affairs ; Padilla, their general, was a man of popular qualities, 
but diftrufted for that reafon by thofe of higheft rank who 
adhered to the Junta; the conduft of Giron led the people to 
view with fufpicion every perfon of noble birth who joined 
their party; fo that the ftrongeft marks of irrefolution, mutual 
diflxuft, and mediocrity of genius, appeared in all their proceed- 
ings at this time. After many confultations held concerning 
the terms propofed by the regents, they fuflFered themfelves to 
be fo carried away by refentment againft the nobility, that rejeft- 
ing all thoughts of accommodation, they threatened to ftrip 

F. Mart. £p. 695, 713. Geddes's Tr»£ls, i. 261. 
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them of the crown-lands, which they or their anceftors had BookIII^ 
ufurped, and to re-annex them to the royal domain : And on ^— "v— — ^ 
this prepofterous fcheme, which would at once have annihilated 
all the liberties for which they had been ftruggling, by rendering 
the Kings of Caftile abfolute and independent on their people, 
they were fo intent that they exclaimed with Icfs vehemence 
againft the exadlions of the foreign minifters, than againft the 
immenfe power and wealth of the nobles, and feemed to hope 
that they might make peace with Charles, by offering to enrich 
hinv with their fpoils. 

The fuccefs which Padilla had met with in feveral fmall en- Elated with 
counters, and in reducing fome inconfiderable towns, helped to in fome fmalt 
precipitate them into this meafure, filling them with fuch con- ^^°^^^^^** 
fidence in the valour of their troops, that they hoped for an eafy 
vidory oyer the royalifts. Padilla, that his army might not 
remain inaftive, while flufhed with good fortune, laid fiege 
to Torrelobaton, a place of greater ftrength and importance than 
any he had hitherto attacked, and which was defended by a 
fufficient garrifon ; and though the befieged made a defperate 
refiftance, and the admiral attempted to relieve them, he took March 3, 

I c 2 1 

the town by ftorm and gave it up to be plundered by his foldiers. 
If he had marched inftantly with his victorious army to Torde- . 
fiUas the head quarters of the royalifts, he could fcarce have 
failed of making an efFe<ftual impreffion on their troops, fur- 
prized at the brifknefs of his operations, and far from being of 
fufficient ftrength to give him battle. But the ficklenefs and Imprudence 
imprudence of the Junta prevented his taking this ftep. Incap- du^. 
able alike of carrying on war, or of making peace, they liftened 
again to overtures of accommodation, and even agreed to a fhort 
fufpenfion of arms. This negociatioa terminated in nothing ; 

but 
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Book III. but while it was carrying on many of Padilla's foldiers, unac- 

^"■^ — » ' quainted with the reftraints of difcipline, went off with the booty 

they had got at Torrelobaton; and others, wearied out by the 
unufual length of the campaign, deferted \ Theconftable too had 
leifure to aflemble his forces at Burgos, and to prepare every- 
thing for marching, and as foon as the truce expired, he efFeded 
a jundion with the Conde de Haro, in fpitc of all Padilla's efforts 
to prevent it. They advanced immediately towardsTorrelobaton, 
and Padilla finding the number of his troops fodiminiftied that he 
durft not rifk a battle, attempted to retreat to Toro, which if he 
could have accompli fhed, the irivafion of Navarre at that jundture 
by the French, and the neceffity which the regents muft have been 
under of detaching men to that kingdom, might have faved him 
from danger. But Haro, fenfible how fatal the confcquences would 
The nobles ^ ^^ fufferrng him to efcape, marched with fuch rapidity at the 
ann^^of ^h ^^^^ ^^ ^^ cavalry, that he came up with him near Villalar, and 
Junta, without Waiting for his infantry, advaAced to the attack. Padilla's 

army, fatigued and diflieartened by their precipitant retreat, which 
they could not diftinguifli from a flight, happened at that time 
to be pafling over a ploughed field, on which fuch a violent rain 
had fallen, that the foldiers funk alipoft to the knees at every flrp, 
and remained expofed to the fire of fome field pieces which the 
royalifts had brought along .with them. All thefe circumftances 
fo difconcerted and intimidated raw foldiers, that without facing 
the enemy, or making any refiftance, they fled in the utmoft 
M defeat It. confufion. Padilla exeitcd himfelf with extraordinary courage 
and adtivity in order to rally them, though in vain ; fear ren- 
dering them deaf both to his threats and intreaties: Upon 
w^hich, finding matters irretrievable, and refolving not to fur- 
rive the difgrace of that day, and the ruin of his party, he 

f Sandov. 336, 
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Tuffied into the thickeft of the enemy; but being wounded and Book III. 
difmounted, he was taken prifoner. His principal officers fliared 
the fame fate; the common foldiers were allowed to depart 
unhurt, the nobles being too generous to kill men who threw 
down their arms \ 



The refentment of his enemies did not fuflFer Padilla to linger 
long in expectation of what fliould befal him. Next day he 
was condemned to lofe his head, though without any regular 
trial, the notoriety of the crime being fuppofed fufficient to 
fuperfede the formality of a legal procefs. He was led inftantly 
to execution, together with Don John Bravo, and Don Francis Padilla, their 

. general, put 

Maldonada, the former commander of the Segovians, and the to death, 
latter of the troops of Salamanca. Padilla viewed the approach 
of death with calm but undaunted /ortitudej and when Bravo, 
his fellow-fufFerer, cxpreffed fome indignation at hearing him- 
felf proclaimed a traitor, he checked him, by obferving, ** That 
yefterday was the time to have difplayed the fpirit of gentlemen, 
this day to die with the meeknefs of Chriftians.'* Being per- 
mitted to write to his wife and to the community of Toledo, 
the place of his nativity, he addrefled the former with a manly 
and virtuous tendernefs, and the latter with the exultation natu- 
ral to one who confidered himfelf as a martyr for the liberties of 

< Sandov. 345, &c. P. Mart. Ep. 720. Miniana. Contin. p. 26. Epitome 
dc la vida y Hechos del Emper. Carlos V. per D. Juan. Anton, de Vera y 
Zuniga, 4to. Madr. 1627. p. 19. 
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Bo OK III. his country \ After this, he fubmitted quietly to his fate. Moft 
of the Spaniih hifloriaus, accuftomed to ideas of government, 

and 

* The firain of ihc^e letters is fo eloquent and high fpirited that I have tranf- 
lated them for the entertainment of my readers. 

Trc Litter of Den John Padllla to his Wife. 

Senkor A, 
•* If your grief did not afHI(5l me more than my own death, I fbould deem 
Tnyfelf perfectly happy. For the end of life being certain to all men, the Al- 
mighty confers a mak of diftinguifliing favour upon that perfon, for whom he 
appoints a death fuch as mine, which though lamented by many, is nevcrthelefs 
acceptal le unto him. It would require more time than I now have to write any 
thing that could afford you confolation. That my enemies will not grant me, 
nor do 1 wifti to delay the reception of that crown v. hich 1 hope to enjoy. You may 
bewail }Our own lofs, but not my death, which, being fo honourable, ought not 
to be lamented by any. My foul, for nothing clfe is left to me, I beq-eath to 
you. You will receive It, as the thing in this world which you valued moft. J 
do not write to my father Pero Lopez, becaufc I dare not, for though I have 
Ihewn myfelf to be his fon in daring to lofe my life, I have not been the heir of 
liis good fortune. I will not attempt to fay any thing more, that I may not 
tire the executi' ncr who waits for me, and that I may not excite a fufpicion, that 
in order to prolong my life, I lengthen out my letter. My fervant Sofia, an eye 
witnefs, and to whom I have communicated my moft fecrct thoughts, will in- 
form you of what I cannot now write \ and thus I reft, expeding the inflrument 
t>f your grief, and of my deliverance.'* 

Bh Letter to the City of Toledo. 

" To thee, the crown of Spain, and light of the whole world, Uza from 
the time of the mighty Goths ; to thee, who by fliedding the blood of 
ftrangers, as well as thy own blood, haft recovered liberty for thy felf, and 
thy neighbouring cities, Thy legitimate fon Juan de Padiila gives informa- 
tion, how by the blood of his body, thy ancient vifiories are to be rcfrcflicd. 
If fate hath not permitted my a£lions to be placed among your fuccefsful and 
celebrated exploits, the fault hath been in my ill fortune not in my good will. 
This I requcft of thcc as of a mother, to accept, fincc God hath given me 

nothing 
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and of regal power very different from thofe upon which he Book III, 
adted, have been fo eager to teftify their difapprobation of the ^ "v^^ 
caufe in which he was engaged, that they have ncgledcd, or 
have been afraid to do juftice to his virtues; and by blackening 
his memory, have endeavoured to deprive him of that pity, 
which is feldom denied to iUiiftrious fuiTercrs. 

The vidlory at Vilhdar proved as dccifive as it was compleat. Ra'n of taO 
ValladoHd, the moil zealous of all the aflbciatcd cities, opened ^**^'^' 
its gates immediately to the conquerors, and being ueatcd with 
great clemency by the Regents, Medina del Campo, Segovia, 
and many other cities followed its example. This fudden dillo- 
lution of a confederacy, formed not upon flight difguils, or 
upon trifling motives, into which the whole body of the 
people had entered, and which had been allowed time to acquire 
fome degree of order and conflftence by cftablifliing a regular ' 

plan of government, is the fl.rongefl: proof of the inability of 
its leaders, or of fome fecret difcord reigning among the 
members. Though part of the army by which they had been 
fubdued, was obliged, a few days after the battle, to march 
towards Navarre, in order to check the progrefs of the French 
in that kingdom, nothing could prevail on the dejedted com- 

nothing more to lofe for thy fake, than that which I am now to rclinquifli. I 
am more follicitous about thy good opinion than about my own life. The (hift- 
ings of fortune which never (lands ftill, are many. But this I fee with infinite 
confolation, that I, the lead of thy children, fufFcr death for thee ; and that 
thou haft nurfed at thy breafts fuch as may take vcn^-eancc for my wrv)nj5. 
Many tongues will relate the manner of my dc.ith, of which I am flill ignorant, 
though I know it to be near. My end will teftify what was my dcfie. My 
foul I recommend to thee as to the patroncfs of Chriftianity. Of my bf»Jy I 
fay nothing, for it is not mine. I can write nothing more, for at this very 
moment, I feel the knife at my throat with greater dread of thy difnleafure, than 
apprchcnfion of my own pain." Sandov. Hift. vol. i. p. 478. 

A a 2 mons 
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Book III. xnons of Caftile to take arms again, and to embrace fuch a favour-^ 
"** — ^ — ^ able opportunity of acquiring thofe rights and privileges for which 
Padiiia'swifc they had appeared fo zealous. The city of Toledo alone, ani- 
ledo with mated by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla's widow, who, inftead of 
great fpint. be^yailing her hufband with a womanifli forrow, prepared to 
revenge his death, and to profecute that caufe in defence of 
which he had fufFered, muft be excepted. Refpedl for her fex, 
or admiration of her courage and abilities, as well as fympathy 
with her misfortunes, and veneration for the memory of her 
hufband, fecured her the fame afcendant over the people which 
he had poflefled. The prudence and vigour with which flie 
adlcd juftified the confidence they placed in her. She wrote to 
the French general in Navarre, encouraging him to invade 
Caftile by the offer of powerful affiftance. She endeavoured 
by her letters and emiflaries to revive the fpirit and hopes of 
other cities. She raifed foldiers, and exaded a great fum from 
the clergy belonging to the cathedral to defray the expence of 
keeping them on foot*. She employed every artifice that could 
intereft or inflame the populace. For- this purpofe fhc ordered 
crucifixes to be ufed by her troops inftead of colours^ as if they 
had been at war with infidels, and enemies of religion ; fhe 
marched through the fh-eets of Toledo with her fon, a young 
child, clad in deep mourning, feated onamule,havingaftandard: 
carried before him reprefenting the manner of his father s execu- 
tion''. By all thefe means fhe kept the minds of the people in 
fuch perpetual agitation as prevented their paflionsfrom fubfidingv 
and rendered them infenfible of the dangers to which they 
were expofed by flanding alone in oppofition to the royal 
authority. While the army was employed in Navarre, the 
Regents were unable to attempt the redudion of Toledo by 

* P. Mart. cp. 727. ^ Sandov. 375. 

% force ; 
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force; and all their endeavours either to diminifli Donna BookIIL 
Maria's credit with the people, or to gain her by large promifes ^"^ '^^"^^ 
and the folicitations of her brother the Marquis de Mondeiar, 
proved ineffedlual. Upon the expulfion of the French out of 
Navarre, part of the army returned into Caftile, and invefted 
Toledo. Even this made no impreflion on the intrepid and 
obftinate courage of Donna Maria. She defended the town 
with vigour, her troops beat the Royalifts in feveral fallies^ and 
no progrefs was made towards reducing the place, till the 
clergy, whom flie had highly offended by invading their pro- 
perty, having received information of the death of William de 
Croy archbifhop of Toledo, whofe poffeflion of that fee was 
their chief grievance, and that the Emperor had named a 
Caftilian to fucceed him, began to turn againft her. They 
perfuaded the people that flie had acquired fuch influence over 
them by the force of enchantments, that Ihe was aflifted by 
a familiar demon which attended her in the form of a Negro- 
maid, and that by its fuggeftions (he regulated every part of 
her condudb '. The credulous multitude, whom their impa- 
tience of a long blockade, and defpair of obtaining fuccours 
either from the cities formerly in . confederacy with them, or 
from the French, rendered defirous of peace, took arms againfl 
her, and driving her out of the city furrendered it to the oaobci 26. 
Royalifts. She retired to the citadel, which fhe defended with 
amazing fortitude four months longer ; and when reduced to 
the laft extremities, Ihe made her efcape in difguife, and fled to Feb. 10.1 52 j. 
Portugal, where (he had many relations \ 



» p. Mart. Ep. 727* 

• Saadov. 375. P. Mart* Ep. 754. Ferrer, viii. 5^3. 
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Book III. Upon her flight, the citadel fiirrcndcrcd. TranqiiiUlty ^\"a5 

' " ' rc-eHablifhcd in Caftlle; and this bold attempt of the commons, 

cftho^ivii like all unfucccfsful infurredlions, contributed to confirm and 



Wuf 



cxtcnd the power of the crown, which it was intended to mo- 
derate and abridge. The Cortes lUll continued to make a part 
of the Caflilian conftitution, and were fummoned to meet when- 
ever tlie King flood in need of money ; but inflead of adhering 
to flicir ancient and cautious form of examining and redrefhng 
public grievances, before they proceeded to grant any fupply, 
tiic more courtly cuflom of voting a donative in the firfl place 
was introduced, and the Sovereign having obtained all he 
wanted, never allowed them to enter into any fcrutiny, or to 
attempt any reformation injurious to his authority. The privi- 
leges which the cities had enjoyed were gradually circumfcribed 
or aboliflied ; their commerce began from this period to decline ; 
and becoming lefs wealthy and lefs populous, they lofl that 
power and influence which they had acquired in the Cortes. 

Theprogrefs While Caflile was expofcd to the calamities of civil war, 

re lions^in'^" the kingdom of Valencia was torn by inteftine commotions ftill 

Valencia. more violent. The afTociation which had been formed in the 

city of Valencia in the year one thoufimd live hundred and 

twenty, and which was diftinguifhed by the name of the Ger- 

manada, continued to fubfifl after the Emperor's departure from 

Spain; and the members of it, upon pretext of defending the 

coafls ag^infl the defcents of the Corfairs of Barbary, and 

under fandtion of that permiflion, which Charles had raihly 

granted them, refufed to lay down their arms. But as the 

grievances, which the Valencians aimed at redreffing, pro- 

. cecded from the arrogance and exactions of the nobility, rather 

than 
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than from any unwarrantable exercife of the royal prerogative. Book I!L 

their refcntment turned chiefly againft the former. As foon 

as they were allowed the ufe of arms, and became confcious 

of their own ftrength, they grew impatient to take vengeance 

of their opprefTors. They drove the nobles out of moft of the 

cities, plundered their houfes, wafted their lands, and aflaulted 

their caftles. They then proceeded to eledt thirteen perfons, 

one from each company of tradefmen eftabliflied in Valencia, 

and committed the adminiftration of government to them, under 

pretext that they would reform the laws, eftablifh one uni-^- 

form mode of difpenfing juftice without partiality, or regard to 

the diftindion of ranks, and thus reftorc men to fome degree 

of their original equality. 

The nobles were obliged to take arms in felf-defence. Ho-^ 
ftilities began, and were carried on with all the rancour, with 
which refentment at opprcfFion infpired the one party, and the 
idea of infulted dignity animated the other. As no perfon of 
honourable birth, or of liberal education joined the Gcrmanada, 
the councils as well as troops of the confederacy were conduced 
by low mechanics, who acquired the confidence of an enraged 
multitude chiefly by the ficrcencfs of their zeal, and the extra- 
vagance of their proceedings. Among fuch men, the laws intro- 
duced in civilized nations, in order to reftrain or moderate the 
violence of war, were unknown or defpifcd; and they com- 
mitted the wildeft ads of cruelty and outrage. 

The Emperor occupied with fupprefling the infurredion in 

' Caftile, which more immediately threatened the fubvcrfion of 

his power and prerogative, was unable to give much attention to 

the 
7 
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Book III. the tumults in Valencia, and left the nobility of that kingdom 
^^ — ^^"**^ to fight their own battles. His viceroy, the Conde dc Melito, 
had the fupreme command of the forces which the nobles raifed 
among their vaflals. The Germanada carried on the war during 
the years one thoufand five hundred and twenty and twenty-one^ 
with a more perfevering courage, than could have been expe(9:ed 
from a body fo tumultuary, under the conduct of fuch leaders. 
They defeated the nobility in feveral aftions, which, though not 
confiderable, were extremely fliarp. They repulfed them in 
their attempts to reduce different towns. But the nobles, by 
their fuperior (kill in war, and at the head of troops more accuf- 
tomed to fervice, gained the advantage in moft of the rencoun- 
ters. At length, they were joined by a body of Caftilian cavalry, 
which the regents difpatched towards Valencia, foon after 
their victory over Padilla at Villalar, and by their affiftance 
they acquired fuch fuperiority, that they entirely broke and 
ruined the Germanada. The leaders of the party were put to 
death, almoft without any formality of legal trial, and fufFercd 
fuch cruel punilhments, as the fenfe of recent injuries prompted 
the nobles to inflidi. The government of Valencia was 
re-eftablifhed in its ancient form\ 

^/dT*ff 5?' ^^ Aragon, violent fymptomsof thefame fpirit of difaffedion 

in Aragon. and mutiny, which reigned in the other kingdoms of Spain, 

began to appear; but by the prudent condud of the viceroy, 

Don John de Lanuza, they were fo far compofed, as to prevent 

their breaking out into any open infurredUon, But in the ifland 

^ Argenlbla Anales de Aragon, cap. 75^ 90. 99. 1 18. Sayas Anales de Aragoo, 
.cap. 5- 12. &c. P. Mart. £p. lib. 33. & 34. paffim. Ferrer. Hift. d'Erpagne. 
yiii. 542. 564. &c. 

of 
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of Majorca, which was annexed to the crown of Aragon, the BookIIL 
fame caufes that had excited the commotions in Valencia, pro- ^ TT! ' 
duced effeQs no lefs violent. The people> impatient of the infurrcflioa ia 
hardfliips which they endured under the rigid jurifdi6lion of the ^^^^^^' 
nobility, took arms in a tumultuary manner; depofed their ^^^^^^ '9» 
viceroy j drove him out of the ifland ; and maflacred every gen- 
tleman who was fo unfortunate as to fall into their hands. The 
obftinacy with which the people of Majorca perfifted in their 
rebellion, was equal to the rage with which they began it. It 
required no inconfiderable effort to reduce them to obedience ; 
and tranquillity was re-eftablifhed in every part of Spain before 
they could be brought to fubmit to their fovercign ^ 

While the fpirit of difaflTeaion was fo general amoftg the Caafcs which 
Spaniards, and fo many caufes concurred in precipitating them un^orof^th'e 
into fuch violent meafures, in order to obtain the redrefs of their maiccontenti^ 
grievances, it may appear ftrange, that the malecontents in the 
different kingdoms fhould have carried on their operations with- 
out any mutual concert, or even any intercourfe with each other. 
By uniting their councils and arms, they might have afted both 
with greater force, and with more effedt. The appearance of a ^ 

national confederacy would have rendered it no lefs refpedable 
among the people, than formidable to the crown ; and the Empe- 
ror, unable to refifl fuch a combination, muft have complied with 
any terms which the members of it thought fit to prefcribe. 
Many things, however, prevented the Spaniards from forming 
themfelves into one body, and purfuing common meafures. The 

^ Argcnfola Analcs de Aragon, c. 1 13. Ferrer. Hift. viii. 542. Scyas Anaici 
dc Aiagon, cap. 7, 11, 14, 76, 81. Fcrrcras Hift. d'Efpagne, viii. 579, &c. 609. 

Vol. II. B b people 
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Boor III. people of the different kingdoms in Spain, though thfey were 
^'"'""^' ^ become the fubjefts of the fame fovereign, retained, in full force, 
their national antipathy to each other. The remembrance of 
their ancient rivalfhip and hoftilities was ftill recent, and the 
fenfe of reciprocal injuries fo intire, as to be incompatible with 
their adiing with confidence and concert. Each nation chofe 
rather to depend on its own efforts, and to maintain the flruggle 
alone, than to implore the aid of neighbours, whom they dif- 
trufled and hated. At the fame time, the forms of government 
in the fevcral kingdoms of Spain were fo diflFerent, and the 
grievances of which they complained, as well as the alterations 
and amendments which they attempted to introduce, fo various, 
that it was not eafy to bring them to unite in any common 
plan. To this difunion Charles was indebted for the preferva- 
tionofhis Spanifh crowns; and while each of the kingdoms 
followed feparate meafures, all of them were obliged at laft to 
conform to the will of their fovereign. 

TheEmpc- The arrival of the Emperor in Spain filled his fubjedls who 

ror's prudent ^ ... 

and generous had been in arms againfl him with deep apprehenfions ; from 

w^ard?the which he foou delivered them by an afl: of clemency, no 

malcconicnts. |gfg prudent than generous. After a rebellion fo general, 

fcarce twenty perfons, among fo many criminals obnoxious to 

the law, had been punifhed capi tally in Caflile. Though ftrongly 

folicited by his council, Charles refufed to fhed any more blood 

by the hands of the executioner ; and publifhed a general par- 

oa. 28. don, extending to all crimes committed fmce the commencement 

of the infurre£lions, from which only fourfcore were excepted. 

Even thefe he feems to have named, rather with an intention to 

intimidate others, than from any inclination to feize them ; for 

when an oflBcioifc courtier offered to inform him where one of 

the 
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the mod confidcrable among them was concealed, he avoided it Book III. 
by a good-natured pleafantry ; ** Go,^^ fays he, " I have now no '* ^^ 

reafon to be afraid of that man, but he has fome caufe to keep at 
adiflance from me, and you would be better employed in telling 
him that I am here, than in acquainting me with the place of his 
retreat*." By this appearance of magnanimity, as well as by 
his care to avoid every thing which had difgufted the Caftilians 
during his former refidence among them; by his addrefs in 
afluming their manners, in fpeaking their language, and in com- 
plying with all their humours and cuftoms, he acquired an 
afcendant over them which fcarce any of their native monarchs 
had ever attained, and brought them to fupport him in all his 
enterprizes with a zeal and valour to which he owed much of 
his fuccefs and grandeur'. 

ABotJT the time that Charles landed in Spain, Adrian fet out Adrian feu 
for Italy to take pofleffion of his new dignity. But though the .nJ fuSr^' 
Roman people longed extremely for his arrival, they could not, |^«ption 
on his firft appearance, conceal their furprize and difappointment. 
After being accuftomed to the princely magnificence of Julius, 
and the elegant fplendour of Leo, they beheld with contempt an 
old man of art humble deportment, of auftere manners, an 
enemy to pomp, deftitute of tafte in the arts, and unadorned 
with any of the external accomplifhments which the vulgar 
expeft in thofe raifed to eminent ftations *. Nor did his politi- 
cal views and maxims feem lefs flrange and aftonifhing to the 
pontifical minifters. He acknowledged and bewailed the cor- 

« Sandov. 377,&c. Vida del. Enaper. Carlos por Don Juan Anton, de Vera y 
Zuniga. p. 30. ' Ulloa Vita dc Carlo V. p. 85. 

« Guic. 1. 15. 238. Jovii Vita Adriaiii, 117. Bcllcfor. Epitr. des Princ. 84. 
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Book III. ruptlons which abounded in the church, as well as In the court 
of Rome, and prepared to reform both ; he difcovered no- inten- 
tion of aggrandizing his family ; he even fcrupled at retaining 
fuch territories as fome of his predeceflbrs had acquired hj 
violence or fraud, rather than by any legal title, and for that 
reafon he invefted Francefco Maria de Rovere anew in the 
dutchy of Urbino, of which Leo had ftripped him, and furren- 
dered to the duke of Fcrrara feveral places wrefted from him by 
the church \ To men little habituated to fee princes regulate their 
condudt by the maxims of morality and the principles of juftice, 
thefe adions of the new Pope appeared inconteftible proofs of 
his weaknefs and inexperience ; and Adrian, who was a perfedl 
ftranger to the complex and intricate fyftem of Italian politics, 
and who could place no confidence in perfons whofe fubtilty and 
refinements in bufmefs fuited fo ill with his natural fimplicity 
and candour, being often embarraffed and irrefolute in his deli- 
berations, the opinion of his incapacity daily increafed, until both 
his perfon and government became objefts of ridicule among his 
fubjcdls ^ 



Hetfl^ca. Adrian, though devoted to the Emperor, endeavoured to 

^»ours to re- . r ' 

tore peace in aflume the impartiality which became the common father of 
"'^^^ Chriftendom, and laboured to reconcile the contending princes, 

that they might unite in a league againft Solyman, whofe con- 
queft of Rhodes rendered him more formidable than ever to 
Europe^. But this was an undertaking far beyond his abilities. 
To examine fuch a variety of pretcnfions, to adjuft fuch a num- 
ber of interfering interefts, to extinguifli the paflions which 
ambition, emulation, and mutual injuries had kindled, to bring 

^ Guic. lib. 1 5. 240. * Jov. Vita Adr. 1 18. P. Mart. Ep. 774. 

Rufcclli Lcttcrc dc Princ. vol. i. 87, 96, lou ^ BcUcfor. Epitr. p. 86* 

ib 
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to many hoftile powers to purfue the fame fchepie with unani- Book III. 
mity and vigour, required not only uprightnefs of intentions, ^'~ ~^ 
but a great fuperiority both of underftanding and addrefs. 

The Italian ftates were no lefs defirous of peace than the 
Pope. The Imperial army under Colonna was ftill kept on 
foot, but as the Emperor's revenues in Spain, in Naples, and in 
the Low-Countries, were either exhaufted, or applied to fome * 
other purpofe, it depended entirely for pay and fubfiftence on the 
Italians. A great part of it was quartered in the ecclefiaftical 
ftate, and monthly contributions were levied upon the Floren- 
tines, the Milanefe, the Genoefe, and Lucchefe, by the viceroy 
of Naples; and though all exclaimed againft fuch oppreflion, and 
were impatient to be delivered from it, the dread of worfe cort- 
fequences from the rage of the army, or the refentment of the • 
Emperor, obliged them to fubmit • 

So much regard, Tiowever, was paid to thePopC^'s exhortations, r 525^ 
and to a bull which he iffucd requiring all Chriftian princes to p^un^ the^°^ 
confent to a truce for three years, that the Imperial, the French, ^'^^^^ ^*«£- 
and Englifli ambaffadors at Rome were empowered to treat of 
that matter ; but while they wafted their time in fruitlefs nego- 
ciations, their mafters continued their preparations for war. The 
Venetians, who had hitherto adhered with great firmncfs to 
their alliance with Francis, being now convinced that his affair sin 
Italy were in a defperate fituation^, entered into a league againft him 
with the Emperor ; to which Adrian, at the inftigationof his coun- juj,e 28; 
tryman and friend Charles de Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, who 
perfuaded him that the only obftacles to peace arofe from the 

* Guic. 1. 15. 238. 
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BookIII, ambition of the Frendi King, fooQ after acceded. The othet 
kalian ftates followed their example; and Francis was left, with- 
out a fuigle ally, to refift the efforts of fo many enemies whofe 
armies threatened, and whofe territories encompafled, his domi- 
anions on every^ fide ". 



Trancis*s vi- 
gorous mea- 
Tures in oppo- 
sition CO it. 



Sufpended 
upon the dif- 
covery of the 
coniUble 
Boarbon't 
conrpiracy. 



The dread of this powerful confederacy, it was thought^ 
would have obliged Francis to keep wholly on the defend ve, or 
at leaft have prevented his entertaining any thoughts of march- 
ing into Italy^ But it was the charader of that prince, too apt 
to become remifs, and even negligent on ordinary occalions, to 
rouze at the approach of danger, and not only to encounter it 
with fpirit and intrepidity, qualities which never forfook him, 
but to provide againft it with diligence and induftry. Before his 
enemies were ready to execute any of their fchemes, Francis had 
affcmbled a numerous army^ His authority over his own fub- 
jeds was far greater than that which Charles or Henry ppflefFed 
over theirs. They depended on their parliaments for money, 
which was ufually granted them in fmall fums, very flowly, and 
with much relu^nce. The taxes he could impofe were more 
confiderable, and levied with greater difpatch ; fo that on this, 
as well as on other occaftons, his army was in the field while 
they were devifmg ways and means for raifing theirs. Senfible 
of this advantage, Francis hoped to difconcert all the Emperor^s 
fchemes by marching in perfon into the Milanefe ; and this bold 
meafure, the more formidable, becaufe unexpedled, could fcarce 
have failed of producing that effeft. The vanguard of his 
army had already reached Lyons, and he himfelf was haften- 
ing after it with the fecond divifion of his troops, when the dif- 



« Gulc. I. 15. 241, 248. 
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corery of a domeftic confpiracy which threatened the ruin of the Book III,^ 
kingdom, obliged him to flop fliort, and to alter his meafures^ ^^ -%^— ^ 

The author of this dangerous plot was Charles duke g£ Hischaraacr^ 
Bourbon, lord high conftable, whofe noble birth, vaft fortune, 
and high office, raifed him to be the moft powerful fubjed: in 
France, as his great talents, equally fuited to the field or the 
council, and his fignal fervices to the crown rendered him the 
moft illuftrious and deferving. The near refemblance between/ 
the King and him in many of their qualities, both being fond of 
war, and ambitious to excel in adive and manly exercifes, as well: 
as their equality in age, and their proximity of blood, ought natu-- 
rally to have fecured him a confiderable fhare in. that Monarches 
favour. But unhappily Louife, the King*s mother, had contraded The caofes-a€4 
a violent averfion to the houfe of Bourbon, for no better reafon ^j^^J ^^^ 
than becaufe Anne of Bretagne,the Queen of Lewis the Twelfth, 
with whom fhe lived in perpetual enmity, difcovered a peculiar 
attachment to that branch of the royal family ; and fhe had taught 
her fon, who was toofufceptible of any impreffion (he gave him, 
to view all the conftable's actions with a mean and unbecoming jea*. 
loufy. His diftinguifhed merit at the battleof Marignano had not. 
been fufficiently rewarded ; he had been recalled from the govern- 
ment of Milan upon very frivolous pretences, and had met withi 
a cold reception, which his prudent condudk in that difficult 
ftation did not deferve; the payment of his penfions had been, 
fufpended without any goodcaufe; and during the campaign of 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty-one, the King-, as has. 
already been related, had affronted him in prefence of the whole 
army, by giving the command of the van to the duke of Alen- 

coa# 
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con. The conftable, at firft, bore thefe indignities with greater 
moderation than could have been expeSed from an high-fpirited 
Prince, confcious of what was due to his rank, and to his fervices* 
Such a multiplicity of injuries, however, exhaufted his patience ; 
and infpiring him with thoughts of revenge, he retired from 
rourt, and began to hold a fecret correfpondence with fome of 
the Emperor's minifters^ 

About that time the dutchefs of Bourbon happened to die 
without leaving any children; and Louife, of a difpofidon no 
lefs amorous than vindidtive, and ftill fufceptible of the tender 
paflions at the age of forty-fix, began to view the Conftable, a 
Prince as amiable as he was accomplifhed, with other eyes; and 
notwithftanding the great difparity of their years, fhe formed 
-the fchcme of marrying him. Bourbon, who might have 
expected every* thing to which an ambitious mind can afpire, 
from the doting fondnefs of a woman who govei:ned her fon and 
the kingdom, being incapable either of imitating the Queen in 
h& fudden tranfition from hatred to love, or of diffembling fo 
meanly as to pretend afFedlion for one who had perfecuted him 
fo long with unprovoked malice, not only rejeded the match, 
but embittered his refufal by fome fevere raillery on Louife*s 
perfon and charafter. She finding herfelf not only contemned, 
lut infulted, her difappointed love turned into hatred, and fincc 
ihe could not marry, fhe refolved to ruin Bourbon. 

For this purpofe fhe confiilted with the chancellor du Prat, a 

•man, who by a bafe proftitution of great talents and of fuperior 

Ikill in his profeffion, had rifen to that high office. By his 

-advice a law-fuit was commenced againft the 0)nfbble, for the 

7 whole 
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whole eftate belonging to the houfe of Bourbon. Part of it was Book llh 
claimed in the King's name, as having fallen to the crown ; part ^^ ^^~ -"* 
in that of Louife, as the neareft heir in blood of the deceafed 
Dutchefs. Both thefe claims were equally deftitute of any 
foundation in juftice; butLouife, by her foUicitations and autho- 
rity, and Du Prat by employing all the artifices and chicanery 
of law, prevailed on the judges to order the eftate to be fequeftred. 
This unjuft decifion drove the Conftable to defpair, and to mea- Hi$ fecret hc- 
fures which defpair alone could have didlated. He renewed his with the 
intrigues in the Imperial court, and flattering himfelf that the ^'"P^'^^* 
injuries he had fufFered would juftify his ha\4ng; recourfe to any 
means in order to obtain revenge, he offered to transfer his alle- 
giance from his natural fovereign to the Emperor, and to affift 
him in the conqueft of France. Charles, as well as the King of 
England, to whom the fecret was communicated", expeding 
prodigious advantages from his revolt, were ready to receive him 
with open arms, and fpared neither promifes nor allurements 
that might help to confirm him in his refolution. The Emperor 
offered him in marriage his fifter Eleanor, the widow of the 
King of Portugal, with a vaft portion. He was included as a 
principal in the treaty between Charles and Henry. The coun- 
ties of Provence and Dauphine were to be fettled on him, with 
the title of King. The Emperor engaged to enter France by the 
Pyrenees, and Henry, fupported by the Flemings, to invade 
Picardy; while twelve thoufand Germans, levied at their com- 
mon charge, were to penetrate into Burgundy, and to slQ. in 
concert with Bourbon, who undertook to raife fix thoufand men 
among his friends and vaffals in the heart of the kingdom. The 
execution of this deep-laid and dangerous plot was fufpended, 

" Rymer's Foedcr. xiii. 794. 
Vol. II. C c until 
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Book III. until the King ftiould crofs the Alps with the only army capable 
of defending his dominions ; and as he Was far advanced in liia 
march for that purpofc, France flood on the brink of deftruiiion*'^ 



1523. 



Difcovered. - Happily for that kingdom, a negotiation which had now 
been carrying on for feveial months, though condui^ed with 
- the moft profound fecrecy and communicated only to a few 
cliofen confidents, could not altogether efcape the obfervation of 
the reft of the conftable's numerous retainers, rendered more 
inquiiitive by finding that they were diftrufted. Two of thefe 
gave the King fome intimation of a myfterious correfpondencc 
between their mafter and the Gomte de Roeux a Flemi(h noble- 
man of great confidence with the Emperor. Francis, who could not 
bring himfelf to fufpedl that the firft prince of the blood would 
be fo bafe as to betray the kingdom to its enemies, immediately 
repaired to Moulins, where the Q)nftable was in bed, feigning 
indifpofition that he might not be obliged to accompany the King 
into Italy, and acquainted him of the intelligence which he had 
received. Bourbon, with great folemnity and the moft impofing 
afFe<Slation of ingenuity and candour, aflerted his own innocence ; 
and as his health, he faid, was now more confirmed, he promifed 
to join the army within a few days, Francis, open and candid, 
himfelf, and too apt to be deceived by the appearance of thofe 
virtues in others, gave fuch credit to what he faid, that he 
refufed to arreft him, although advifed to take that precaution by 
his wifeft counfellors, and as if the danger had been over, he 
September, continued his march towards Lyons. The Conftable fet out foon 
after, feemingly with an intention to follow him ; but turning 
fuddenly to the left he crofted the Rhone, and after infinite 

• Thuani Hift. lib. i. c. 10. Heuter, Rcr. Auftr. lib. viii. c. 18. p. 207. 

fatigues 



Flies to luly. 



EMPEROR CHARLES V, 195 



1523. 



fatigues and perils efcaped all the parties which the King, fen- Book III. 
fible too late of his credulity, fent out to intercept him, and 
reached Italy in fafety ^. 

Francis took every poflible precaution to prevent the bad 
efFeds of the irreparable error he had committed. He put gar- 
rifons in all the places of ftrength in the Conftable*s territories. 
He feized all the gentlemen whom he could fufpedl of being 
his aflbciates, and as he had not hitherto difcovered the whole 
extent of the confpirator's fchemes, nor knew how far the in- 
fedion had fpread among his fubjeds, he was afraid that his 
abfence might encourage them to make fome defperate attempt, 
and for that reafon relinquifhed his intention of leading his 
army in perfon into Italy. 

He did not, however, abandon his defign on the Milanefe ; French invaA 
but appointed admiral Bonnivet to take the fupreme command ^ ^ **" * 
in his (lead, and to march into that country with an army thirty 
thoufand ftrong. Bonnivet did not owe this preferment to his 
abilities as a general ; for of all the talents requifite to form a great 
commander, he pofleffed only perfonal courage, the loweft and the 
moft common. But he was the moft accomplifhed gentleman 
in the French court, of agreeable manners, an infmuating addrefs^ 
and a fprightly converfation ; and Francis, who lived in great 
familiarity with his courtiers, was fo charmed with thefe quali- 
ties that he honoured him, on all occafions, with the moft partial 
and diftinguifhing marks of his favour. He was, befides, the 
implacable enemy of Bourbon ; and as the King fcarce knew 

^ Mem. de Bellay, p. 64, &c. Pafquier Recherches de la France, p. 481. 
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•Book III. whom to truft at that jundlure, he thought the chief command 
^' "^ ^ could be lodged no where fo fafely as in his hands.. 

Their ill con- CoLONNA, who was entruftcd with the defence of the Mi- 
lanefe, his ownconqueft, was in no condition torefift fuch a for- 
midable army. He had fcarce money fufRcient to pay his troops, 
reduced to a fmall number by ficknefs or defertion, and had, for 
that reafon, been obliged to negled: every precaution neceffary 
for the fecurity of the country. The only plan he formed was 
to defend the paflage of the river Teffino againft the French ; and 
as if ^he had forgotten how eafily he himfelf had difconcerted a 
fimilar fcheme formed by Lautrec, he promifed with great 
confidence on its being efFedual. But in fpite of all his caution^ 
it fucceeded no better with him than with Lautrec. Bonnivet 
pafled the river without lofs, at a ford which had been negledted, 
and the Imperialifts retired to Milan, preparing to abandon the 
town as foon as the French fhould appear before it, By an 
unaccountable negligence which Guiccardini imputes to infa- 
tuation"^, Bonnivet did not advance for three or four days, and 
loft the opportimity with which his good fortune prefented him. 
The citizens recovered from their confternation : Colonna ftill 
active, at the age of fourfcore, and Morone, whofe enmity to 
France was indefatigable, were employed night and day in 
repairing the fortifications, in amaffing provifions, in collefting 
troops from every quarter; and by the time the French ap- 
proached, had put the city in a condition to ftand a fiege. Bon- 
nivet, after fome fruitlefs^ attempts on the town, which harrafled 
his own troops more than the enemy, was obliged,, by the incle- 
mency of the fcafon, to retire into winter-quarters. 

< Guic. lib. 15. 254. 

During 
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During thefe tranfadions, Pope Adrian died; an event fo Book III; 
much to the latisfa(aion of the Roman people, whofe hatred or TTCT^ 
contempt of him augmented every day, that the night after his ^«^.^^ ^^ 
deceafe, the j adorned the door of his chief phy fician's houfe with 
garlands, adding this infcription, TO THE DELIVERER OF 
HIS COUNTRY \ The Cardinal de Medici inftantly renewed 
his pretenfions to the Papal dignity, and entered the conclave 
with high expeifiations on his own part, and a general opinion 
of the people that they would be fuccefsful. But though fup- 
ported by the Imperial fadion, poflefled of great perfonal int«- 
reft, and capable of all the artifices, refinements, and corruption, 
which reign in thofe affemblies, the cbftinacy and intrigues of 
his rivals protra<3:ed the conclave to the unufual length of fifty 
days. The addrefs and perfeverance of the Cardinal, fur- ciemcr?t°VK 
mounted at laft every obftacle. He was raifed to the head of Nov. 28* 
the church, and affumed the government of it by the name of 
Clement VII. The choice was univerfally approved of. High 
expedtations were conceived of a Pope, whofe great talents, and 
long experience in bufinefs, feemed to qualify him no lefs for 
defending the fpiritual interefts of the church, expofed to immi- 
nent danger by the progrefs of Luther's opinions, than for condudl- 
ing its political operations with the prudence requifi te at fuch a dif- 
ficult jundture; and who, befides thefe advantages, rendered the 
ecclefiaftical (late more refpeftable, by having in his hands the go- 
vernment of Florence, and the wealth of the family of Medici'. 

Cardinal WoLSEY, not disheartened by the difappoint- Wolfeydir. 
ment of his ambitious views at the former cleiSion, had and^filicV 
entertained more fanguine hopes of fuccefs on this occafion. ^1^^/^^^"'" 

' Jovii Vit. Adr. 127. ■ Guic. L 15. 2^3. 
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Henry wrote to the Emperor, reminding him of his engage- 
T^TiT^ ments to fecond the pretenfions of his minifter. Wolfey 
beftirred himfelf with activity fuitable to the importance of the 
prize for which he contended, and inftmaed his agents at Rome 
to fpare neither promifes nor bribes in order to gain his end. 
But Charles had either amufed him with vain hopes which he 
never intended to gratify, or he judged it impolitic to oppofe 
a candidate who had fuch a profpeft of fucceeding as Medici ; 
or perhaps the cardinals durft not venture to provoke the people 
of Rome, while their indignation againft Adrian*s memory 
was ftill frefh, by placing another Ultra-montane in the papal 
throne. Wolfey, after all his expeflations and endea- 
vours, had the mortification to fee a Pope eleded, of fuch 
an age, and of fo vigorous a conftitution, that he could not 
comfort himfelf much with the chance of furviving him. 
Wolfey, by this fecond proof, was fully convinced of the 
Emperor's infincerity, and it excited in him all the refent- 
ment which an haughty mind feels on being at once difap^ ' 
pointed, and deceived ; and though Clement endeavoured to 
footh his vindidive nature by granting him a commiffion to 
be legate in England during life, with fuch ample powers as 
veiled in him almoft the whole papal jurifdi<9:ion in that king- 
dom, the injury he had received entirely diffolved the tie which 
had united him to Charles, and from that moment he medi- 
tated revenge. It was neceflary, however, to conceal his 
intention from his mafter, and to fufpend the execution of it, 
until by a! dextrous improvement of the incidents which might 
occur, he fliould be able gradually to alienate the King's affec- 
tions from the Emperor. For this reafon, he was fo far from 
cxprefling any uneafmefs on account of the repulfe he had 

6 ^" 
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met with, that he abounded on every occafion, private as well Book III, 
as publick, in declai 
ment's promotion"*. 



as publick, in declarations of hi$ high fatisfadion with Cle- , 



Henry had, dunng the campaign, fulfilled with great fince- Henry's ope- 

t , , - /* f 1 1 rations in 

nty whatever he was bound to periorm by the league againft France. 
France, though more flowly than he could have wifhed. His 
thoughtlefs profufioa, and total negled of oeconomy reduced 
him often to great flraits for money. The operations of war 
were now carried on in Europe in a manner very different 
from that which had long prevailed. Inftead of armies fuddenly 
aiTembled, which under diftindt chieftains followed their prince 
into the field for a ihort fpace, and ferved at their own coft j 
troops were now levied at great charge, and received regularly 
confiderable pay. Inftead of impatience on both fides to bring 
every quarrel to the ifTue of a battle, which commonly decided 
the fate of open and defencelefs countries, and allowed the barons 
together with their vaffa's to return to their ordinary occupations ; 
towns were fortified with great art, and defended with much . 
obflinacy; war, from a very fimple, became a very intricate 
fcicnce ; and campaigns grew of courfe to be more tedious, and : 
lefs decifive. The expence which thefe alterations in the mili- 
tary fyftem neceflarily created, appeared intolerable to nations 
hitherto unaccuftomed to the burden of heavy taxes. Hence 
proceeded the frugal, and even parfimonious fpirit of the 
Englifli parliaments in that age, which Henry, with all 
his authority, was feldom able to overcome. The commons, 
having rcfufed at this time to grant him the fupplies he 
demanded, he had recourfe to the ample and almoft unlimited ' 

^ Fiddes's Life of Wplfcy, 294, &c« Herbert. 
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Book III. prerogative, which the Kings of England, then, poflefled, and 
by a violent and unufual exertion of it, raifed the money he 
wanted. This, however, wafted fo much time, that it was 
late in the feafon before his army, under the duke of Suffolk, 
could take the field. Being joined by a confiderable body of 
Flemings, Suffolk marched iijto Picardy, and Francis from his 
extravagant eagernefs to recover the Milanefe, having left that 
frontier almoft unguarded, he penetrated as far as the banks of 
the river Oyfe, within eleven leagues of Paris, filling that 
capital with confternation. . But the arrival of fome troops 
detached by the King, who was flill at Lyons; the adive 
gallantry of the French officers, who allowed the allies no 
refpite night or day ; the rigour of a moft unnatural feafon, 
together with fcarcity of provifions, compelled Suffolk to retire ; 
and La Trcmoiiille, who commanded in thofe parts, had the 
glory of having, with an handful of men, checked the progrefs 
of a formidable army, and of having driven them with ignominy 
out of the French territories ". 



November. 



And thofc of 
the Germans 
and Spani- 
ards. 



The Emperor's attempts upon Burgundy and Guienne were 
not more fortunate, though in both thcfe provinces Francis was 
equally ill prepared to refift them. The condudl and valour 
of his generals fupplied his want of forefight ; the Germans who 
made an irruption into one of thefe pro^dnces, and the Spaniards 
who attacked the other, were repulfed with great difgracc. 



End of the 
campaign. 



Thus ended the year 1523, during which Francis's good 
fortune and fuccefs had been fuch as gave all Europe an high 
idea of his power and refources. He had difcovered and difcon- 



Herbert, Mem. dc Bcllay, 73, &c. 
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certed a dangerous confpiracy, the author of which he had Book III. 

driven into exile, almoft v/ithout an attendant; he had rendered ^^^^ 

ahortive all the fchemes of the powerful confederacy formed 

againft him ; he had protected his dominions when attacked 

on three different fides j and though his army in the Milanefe « 

had not made fuch progrefs as might have been expeded from 

its fuperiority to the enemy in number, he had recovered and 

ftill kept poffeffion of one half of that dutchy. 

The enfuing year opened with events more difaftrous to '^24. 

\ . Sentiments of 

France. Fontarabia was loft by the cowardice or treachery of the new pope, 
its governor. In Italy, the allies refolved on an early and 
vigorous effort in order to difpoffefs Bonnivet of that part of 
the Milanefe which lies beyond the Tefino ; Clement, who, 
under the pontificates both of Leo and Adrian, had difcovered 
an implacable enmity to France, began now to view the power 
which the Emperor was daily acquiring in Italy, with fo much 
jealoufy, that he refufed to accede, as his predeceffors had 
done, to the league againft Francis, and forgetting private 
paffions and animofities, laboured with the zeal which became 
his character, to bring about a reconciliation among the con- 
tending parties. But all his endeavours were ineffectual ; a 
numerous army, to which each of the allies furnifhed their my ready to 
contingent of troops, was affembled at Milan by the beginning ^lyf *^ ^^** 
of March. Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, took the command of 
it upon Colonna's death, though the chief diredlion of military 
operations was committed to Bourbon, and the marquis de 
Pefcara; the Utter, the ableft and moft enterprifing of the 
Imperial generals*; the former infpired by his refentment with 
new adivity and invention, and acquainted fo thoroughly with 
Vql. IL D d the 
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Petal dcd by 
a mutiny of 
the troopi. 



the charaders of the French commanders, the genius of their 
troops, and the ftrength as well as weaknefs of their axraiesi 
as to be of infinite fervice to the party which he joined. But 
all thefe advantages were nearly loft through jhiC Emperor's 
inability to raife money fufficient for executing the various an4 
extenfive plans which he had formed. When his troops wer^ 
commanded to march, they mutinied againft their leaders^ 
demanding the pay which was due to them for fome months j 
^nd difregarding both the menaces and intreaties of their officers, 
threatened to pillage the city of Milan if they did not inftantly 
receive fatisfadlion. , Out of this difficulty the generals of tha 
allies were extricated by Morone, who, prevailing on his coun-r 
trymen, over whom his influence was prodigious^ to advance 
the fum that was requifite, the army took the field '. 



The French 
obliged to 
abandon the 
MUanefe. 



BoNNivET was deftitute of troops to oppofe this army, 
and ftill more of the talents that could render him an equal 
match for its loaders. After various morvements and encounters, 
defcribed with great accuracy by the contemporary hiftorians, 
a detail of which, at this diftance of time, would be equally 
uninterefting and uninftrudlive, he was forced to abandon the 
ftrong camp in which he had entrenched himfeif at Biagrafla. 
Soon after, partly by his own mifcondud, partly by the activity 
of the enemy, who haraffisd and ruined his army by continual 
fldrmifhes, while they carefully declined a battle which he 
often offered them; and partly by the caprice of 6oco Swifs, 
who refufed to join his army though within a day's m^rch of 
it ; he was reduced to the neceffity of attempting a retreat into 
France through the valley of Aoft. Juft as he arrived on the 



» Guic. 1. XV. 267. Capclla, 190. 



banks 



army. 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 203 

banks of the Seffia, and began to pafs that river, Bourbon and Book III. 
Pefcara appeared with the vanguard of the allies, and attacked ^""TT""^ 
his rear with great fury. At the beginning of the charge, 
Bonnivet, while exerting himfelf with much valour, was 
wounded fo dangeroufly as obliged him to quit the field ; and- 
the conduct of the rear was committed to^ the chevalier Bayard, rcathofthe 
who, thoucHl fo much a ftranger to the arts of a court that he <^hcvaiierBa}r- 

' o ^ <=> ^ ^ ard, and rum 

never rofe to the chief command, was always called, in times ofthcFrenci^ 
of real danger, to the ports of greateft difficulty and importance. 
He put himfelf at the head of the men at arms, and animating 
them by his prefence and example to fuftain the whole fhock 
of the enemy's troops, he gained time for the reft of his coun- 
trymen tQ make good their retreat. But in this fervice he 
received a wound which he immediately perceived to be mortal^ 
and being unable to continue any longer on horfeback, he 
ordered one of his attendants to place him under a tree, with 
his face ' towards the enemy; then fixing his eyes on the 
guard of his fword, which he held up inftead of a crofs,. 
he addrefled his prayers to God, and in this pofture, which 
became his character both as a foldier and as a Chriftian, he 
.calmly waited the approach of death. Bourbon, who led the 
ibremoft of the enemies troops, found him in this fituation, 
iind exprefled regret and pity at the fight. " Pity not me,'* 
cried the high-fpirited chevalier, ** I die as a man of honour 
'^ ought, in the difcharge of my duty : They indeed are objedls 
'^ of pity, who fight againft their King, their country, and 
^' their oath/' The marquis de Pefcara, paffing foon after, 
manifefted his admiration of Bayard's virtues, and his. forrow-. 
for his fall, with the generofity of a gallant enemy; and find- 
ing that he could not be removed with fafety from that fpot, 

D d a ordered 
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Book III. ordered a tent to be pitched there, and appointed proper perfons 
1524. ^o attend him. He died, notwithflanding their care, as his 
.^ ,; anceftors for fevcral generations had done, in the field of battle. 

//" Pefcara ordered his body to be embalmed, and fent to his rela- 

tions ; and fuch was the refpedl paid to military merit in that 
age, that the duke of Savoy commanded it to be received v^ith 
royal honours in all the cities of his dominions ; in Dauphine, 
Bayard's native country, the people of all ranks came out in 
a folemn proceffion to meet it ^. 

Bonn I VET led back the fhattered remains of his army into 
France ; and in one fhort campaign, Francis was ftripped of all 
he had poffeffed in Italy> and left without one ally in that 
country. 

ProgreAof While the war kindled by the emulation of Charles and 

tionln^Gcrr Francis fpread over fo many countries of Europe, Germany 
"^^' enjoyed a profound tranquillity, extremely favourable to the 

reformation, which continued to make progrefs daily. During 
Luther^s confinement in his retreat at Wartburg,, Carloftadius, 
one of his difciples, animated with the fame zeal, but poflefled 
of lefs prudence and moderation than his matter, began to pro- 
pagate wild and dangerous opinions, chiefly among the lower 
people. Encouraged by his exhortations, they rofe in feveral 
Tillages of Saxony, broke into the churches with tumultuiry 
violence, and threw down and deftroyed the images with which 
they were adorned. Thefe irregular and outrageous proceed- 
ings were fo repugnant to all the Ele<3:or'& cautious maxims^ 

y Btllefor. Epitr. p. 73. Mcoi. deBellay, 75. Ocuv. dc BraxiU lorn. vi. 
X08, &c. Pafquicr Recherclics, p. 526. 
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that if they had not received a timely check, they could fcarcc Book III. 
have failed of alienating from the reformers that prince, jealous 
to a great degree of his own authority, and afraid of giving 
offence to the Emperor, and other patrons of the ancient opi- 
nions. Luther, fenfible of the danger, immediately quitted his 
retreat, without waiting for Frederick's permiflicm, and returned 
to Wittemberg, Happily for the reformation, the veneration March 6» 
for his perfon and authority were ftill fo great, that his appear- 
ance alone fupprefled that fpirit of extravagance which began 
to feize his party. Carloftadius and his fanatical followers ftruck 
dumb by his rebukes, declared, that they heard the voice of an 
angel, not of a man '. 

Before Luther left his retreat> he had befjun to tranflate Lothcrtranf- 

^ , lates the 

the Bible into the German tongue, an undertaking of no lefs Bible, 
difficulty than importance, of which he was extremely fond, 
and for which he was well qualified: He had a competent 
knowledge in the original languages ; a thorough acquaintance 
with the ftile and fentiments of the infpired writers ; and tho* 
his compofitions in Latin were rude and barbarous, he was 
reckoned a great mafter of the purity of his mqther tongue, and 
could exprefshimfelf with all the elegance of which it is capable. 
By his own affiduous application, together with the affiftancc 
of Melan£thon and feveral other of his difciples, he finilhed 
part of the New Teftament this year ; and the publication of it 
proved more fatal to the church of Rome, than that of all hia 
own works. It was read with wonderful avidity and atten- 
tion by perfons of every rank. They w^ere aftoniflicd at dff- 
eovering how contrary the precepts of the Author of our 
religion are> to the inventions of thofc who pretended to be his 

• SIcid. Hift, 51, Seckend. 195, 
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BboiC IIL vicegerents ; and having now in their hand the rule of faith, 
they tliought thcmfelves qualified by applying it to judge of 
the eftabliftied opinions, and to pronounce when they were 
conformable to the ftandard, and when they departed from it. 
The great advantages arifmg from Luther's tranflation of the 
"Bible, encouraged the advocates for reformation, in the 

' other countries of Europe, to imitate his example, and to 
pliblifh verfions of the Scriptures in their refpedive Ian- 

. g^iagcs. 



t Several cities 
a'-ol (h the 
•> Htcs of the 
.Popilh church. 



"About this time, Nurembergh, Francfort, Hamburgh, and 
feveral other cities in Germany of the firft rank openly embraced 
the reformed religiose, and by the authority of their magiftrates 
aboliflied the mafs, and the other fuperftitious rites of Popery \ 
The Elector of Brandenburgh, the Dukes of Brunfwick and 
Lunenburgh, and Prince of Anhalt, became avowed patrons of 
Luther's opinions, and countenanced the preaching of them 
among their fubjeds* 



. Afeafi.res cm- TnB court of Rome beheld this growing defedlion with gresEt 
'adntn^m coucem ; and Adrian's firft care after his arrival in Italy, had 
order to check been to. deliberate ' with the Cardinals, concerning the proper 
oftheRcfor- means of puttirtg a ftop to it. This Pope was profoundly 
Ikilled in fcholaftic theology, and having been early taken notice 
of on that account, he ftSU retained fuch an exceflive admiration of 
the fcience to which he owed his reputation and fuccefs in life, 
that he confidered'Luther's invedives againft the fchoolmen, par- 
ticularly Thomas' Aquinas, as little lefs than blafphemy. All the 
tenets of that dodlor appeared to him fo clear and irrefragable. 



^Seckend. 241. Chytraei CoBtiA KrantZH, 203. 
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Aat he fuppofed every perfon who called in queftion or con- Boois! IIT. 

txadided them, to he either blinded by ignorance, or to be adting ^^j^. 

in oppofilion to the convidlion of his own mind : Of courfe, no 

Pope was ever more bigottod or inflexible with regard to points 

of dodtrin^ than Adrian; he not only maintained them as 

Leo had done, bccaufe they were ancient, or becaufe it was dan-» 

gerous for the church to allow of innovations, but he adhered to 

them with the zeal of a theologian, and with the tenacioufnefs 

of a difputant. At the fame time his own manners being 

extremely fimple, and uninfedled with any of the vices which * 

reigned in the court of Rome, he was as fenfible of its corrupr 

tions as the reformers themfelves, and viewed them with no kfs 

indignation. The brief he addrefled to the Diet of the Empire 

^ffembltd at Nuremberg, and the inftrudiions he gave Cheregato November^' * 

the nuncio whom he fent hither, were framed agreeably tp thefe 

views. On the one hand, he condemned Luther's opinions 

with more afperity and rancour of expreflion than Leo had ever 

ufed ; hefeverely cenfured the Priiu:es of Germany for fufFering 

him to fpreadhis pernicious tenets, by their negledting to execute 

the edidl of the Diet at Worms, and required them, if Luther did 

not infta'ntly re!tra£t his errors, to deftroy him with fire as a 

gangrened and incurable member, Ln like manner asDathan and '• 

Abiram had been cut off by Mofes, Annanias and Sapphira by 

the apoftles, and John Hufs and Jerom of Prague by their 

anceftors^ On the other hand, he, with great candour, and in ■ 

the moft explicit terms, acknowledged the corruptions of the 

Roman court to be the fource from which had flowed all the 

evils that the church now felt or dreaded; he promifed to exert 

all his authority towards reforming thefe abufes, withvas much 

^ Fafcic. Rer. £:|y|et. ^ Fugien^; 342,. 

7- dilpatch 
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Book III. clifpatx:h as the nature and inveteracy of the diforders would 
*^ "^T. ~ admit; and he requefted of them to give him their advice with 

regard to the moft efFeiSual means of fupprefling that new herefy 

which had fprung up among them % 

Diet of No. The members of the Diet, after praifing the Pope's pious and 
wjTeagcncMl laudable intentions, excufed themfelves for not executing the 
council as ihc ^jj£^ ^f Worms, by alleging that the prodigious increafe of 
a«<i/« Luther's followers, as well as the averfion to the court of Rome 

among their other fubjefts on account of its innumerable exac- 
tions, rendered fuch an attempt not only dangerous, but im- 
poffible. They afiirmed that the grievances of Germany, which 
did not arife from imaginary injuries, but from impofitions no 
lefs real than intolerable, as his Holinefs would learn from a 
catalogue of them which they intended to lay before him, called 
now for fome new and efficacious remedy ; and in their opi- 
nion, the only ren>edy adequate to the difeafe, or which afforded 
them any hopes of feeing the church reftored to fbundnefs and 
vigour, was a general council. Such a council, therefore, they 
advifed him, after obtaining the Emperor's confent, to affemble 
without delay, in one of the great cities of Germany, that all 
who had right to be prefent might deliberate with freedom, and 
propofe their opinions with fuch boldnefs, as the dangerous 
fituation of religion at this jundure required ^ 

Artifices of Th E nuncio, morc artful than his mafter, and better acquainted 

ciudc*ii.^'^ '*^ with. the political views and interefts of the Roman court, 

was ftartled at the propofition of a council ; and eafily forefaw 

how dangerous fuch an affembly might prove at a time when 

^ Fafcic, Ren E\p€t« & Fugiend. p. 34^ ' Ibid. p. 346. 

many 
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many openly denied the papal authority, and the reverence and Book IIL 
fubmiffion yielded to it vifibly declined among all. For that reafon ^"""TcxT^ 
- he employed his utmoft addrefs, in order to prevail on the members 
of the Diet to proceed themfelves with greater feverity againft the 
Lutheran herefy, and to relinquifh their propofal concerning a 
general council to be held in Germany. They, perceiving the 
nuncio to be more foUicitous about the interefts of the Roman 
court, than the tranquillity of the Empire, or purity of the 
church, remained inflexible, and continued to prepare the cata-» 
logue of their grievances to be prefented to the Pope^ The 
nuncio, that he might not be the bearer of a remonftrance fa 
difagreeable to his court, left Nurembergh Abruptly, without 
taking leave of the Diet '. 

The fccular Princes accordingly, for the ecclefiaftics, although The Diet pre. 
they gave no oppofition, did not think it decent to join with ^^^\^ ^f' ?^ 
them, drew up the lift (fo famous in the German annals) of an grievances ta 
hundred grievances which the Empire imputed to the iniquitous ' ^ ^^ 
dominion of the papal fee. This lift contained grievances much 
of the fame nature with that prepared under the reign of 
Maximilian* It would be tedious to enumerate each of 
them ; they complained of the fums exaCttd for difpeniationsy 
abfolutions, and indulgences; of the expence arifing from the 
law-fuits carried to Rome ; of the innumerable abufes occafioned 
by refervations, commendams, and annates ; of the exemption 
from civil jurifdi£tion which the clergy had obtained ; of the 
arts by which they brought all fecular caufes under the cog- 
nifance of the ecclefiaftical judges; of the indecent and profli* 
gate lives which not a few of the clergy led ; and of various 
other particulars, many of which have already been mentioned 
among the circumftances which contributed to the favourable 

• Fafcic* Rcr, Expct. & Fugicn^^. 349. ' Ibid. 376. 

Vol. n. E c reception, , 
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Bdok HI; reception, or to the qi&kprogrefe of Luthcrtdoarines. latHe 
•^^.24."^ ^^ *^ conchided, that if the holy fee did not l]pee(fiiy dfeHver 
them from thofe intolerable burdbns, they h^:^ dfetermihed' to» 
endure thcms no Ibngeri and Tvonld' employ the power and* antho^ 
rity with which God had entnrfted them, in order to procure 
relief^ 

The recefs of l^NS T S AJ^ of fiichi l€:veidtiQS« ag^nfti lUltW and' hi#» &UQl«€iP^. 

MhTohG, as th^' iwo^ioi had iiecosiaiend^dU ^» rrecifj^ot e4^ef (he B^t. 
^^^^' oontainqd only a,generaliajiHi^)30nito ailKmkarC^men; to wait? 

with patience for the deterinination^^ of tbs oquacil whick wasi 
tfi \» ajQTembkd^ and ia di/e iiieai^ time sual) to^ piU^fli any new 
opinions contrary to the eftablifhed.daittiiiieSi of tiie chnreh j, 
together with an admonition to all preachers to abftainfrom mat- 
ters- of controverfy in their difcourfts'jRt^tiie-pcoplei and to con- 
fine themfelves to the plain and* inftnidlivc tnnha-of religioa\ 

This Diet of Th b irformersi derived greirt adirafntogefromf thetsoaniaaSons. 

^o'X S- ^ *^® ^^^' ^^ ^y aflR)pded thrav the ftdleft and moft authentic 
evidence that grole^ comiptieai pvevail^d in the court of Rome^ 
and that the Empire wa« loaded by the clergy wichii^bpportable 
burdens. With regard to the foiEmer> they h«d now the tefti- 
mony of the Pope Mmfetf that their inveftives and accufations 
were not malicious or iH-fbunded. As to the latter,, the repre- 
fcntatives of the Germanicfc body, in an aflembly where the pav* 
trons of the new opinions were farfronr being themoft mimerous 
or powerful, had pointed out as the chief grievances of the Em- 
pire, thofe very pradices of the Romifh cburch againft which 
Luiher and his difciples were accuftomed to declaim. According- 
ly in all their controverfial writings after this periodi they often 

« Fafcic^ Rcr, Expct. & Fugiend. J54. ^ Ibid. 348. 
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:appealed to Adrian's declaration, and to the hundred gricvancei^ Book Ilf. 
in ccMifinnatioii of wliatevor they advanced concerning the dif- ^**I7h^ 
iblute manners, or infatiafale ambition and rapac&oufnefs of the 
papal court* 

At Rome, Adrian's condud was conlidered as a proof of the Adrian*scon- 
moft chtldifli fimplicity and imprudence* Men trained up amidft; duaccnfured 
the artifices and corruptions of the papal court, and accuflomed 
to judge of adtions not by what was juft, but by what was ufeful, 
were aftoni&ed at a Pontiff, who, departing from the wile 
maxims of his predeceiTors, acknowledged diforders which he 
ought to haTc concealed ; and forgetting his own ilignity, afked 
advioe of thofe, to whom he was entitled to prefcribe. By fuch 
an excefs of impolitic finCerity, they were afraid that inftead of 
reclaiming, he would render the enemies of the church more 
ppefumptuoBS, and mftead of extinguiihing faerefy, would 
weaken the foundations of the papal power, or ftop the diief 
feurces from which wealth flawed into die churdh '. For this 
reaibn they tndufliioufly oppottd, all his Schemes of reformation, 
and. by throwing objedioafi and daiEoidties in his way, endea-* 
Toured to retard or to defeat the execution of them. Adrian, . 
aniazed on die ok hand, at the oliilinacy of the Ludierans, 
ilifgofted, on the other, with the manners and maxims of the \ / 

Italians, and finding himfelf unable to correG either the one , S 

or the other, often lamented his own fituation, and often looked 
back with pleafure on that period of his life when he was only . 
dean of Louvain, a more humble but happier flation, in which . 
little was expeded from him, and there was nothing to fruf- . 
trate his good intentions \ 

* T. Paul, Hift. of Counc. p. 28. Pallavic Hift. 58. 

* Jovii Vit. Adr. p. 118. 
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Book III. Clement VII. his fucceffor, e:^celled Adrian as much in 
,^j^ the arts of government, as he was inferior to him in purity of 
mM?u^r«\. ^*^^* ^^ uprightnefs of intention. He was animated not only 
gainftLuthcr, with the averfion which all Popes naturally bear to a council, 
of a general but having gained his own election by means very uncanonical, 
^^^^^ ' he was afraid of an aflembly that might fubjedt it to a fcrutiny 

which it could not ftand. He determined, therefore, to elude 
by every poflible means the demands of the Germans, both with 
refpedt to the calling of a council, and reforming abufes in the 
papal court, which the rafhnefs and incapacity of his predeceffor 
had brought upon him. For this purpofe, he made choice of 
cardinal Campeggio, an artful man, often entrufted by the 
Popes with negotiations of importance, as his nuncio to the 
diet of the Empire aflembied again at Nuremberg* 

Feb. 1 524. Campeggio, without taking any notice of what had paflcd 
The ncTOci- ]j^ ^j^g \^ mcetine, exhorted the diet in a long difcourfe, to 

Ations of Ais ^ *-' 

nuncio in a cxecute the cdiGt of Worms with vigour, as the only effe^al 
Mtiremberg, means of fupprefling Luther's dodrines. The diet, in return, 
defired to know the Pope's intentions concerning the council, 
and the redrefs of the hundred grievances. The former, the 
/ nuncio endeavoured to elude by general and unmeaning deda^* 

rations of the Pope*s refolution to purfue fuch meafures as 
would be for the greateft good of the church. With regard 
to the latter, as the catalogue of grievances did not reach 
Rome till after Adrian's death, and of confequence had not 
been regularly laid before the prefent Pope, Campeggio took 
advantage of this circumftance to decline making any definitive 
anfwer to them in Clement's name ; though, at the fame time, 
he obferved that their catalogue of grievances contained many 
particulars extremely indecent and undutiful^ and that the 

publifliing 
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publifhing it by their own authority was highly difrefpedfiil Book UL 
to the Roman fee. In the end, he renewed his demand of their ./" -^ 
proceeding with rigour againft Luther and his adherents ; but tttcnded wkk 
though an ambaflador from the Emperor, who was at that 
time very felicitous to gain the Pope, warmly feconded die 
Nuncio, with many profeffions of his matter's zeal for the 
honour and dignity of the papal fee, the rece/s of the diet was AprfJ 18. 
conceived in terms of almoft the fame import with the former, 
without enjoining any additional feverity againft Luther and 
his party '. 

Before he left Germany, Campeggio, in order to amufc 
and footh the people, publifhed certain articles for the amend- 
ment of fome diforders and abufes which prevailed among the 
inferior clergy; but this partial reformation, which fell fo far fhort 
of the expeftations of the Lutherans, and of the demands of the 
Diet, gave no fatisfaftion, and produced little cfFed. The nun- 
cio, with a tender hand, lopped a few branches ; the Germans 
aimed a deeper blow, and by ftriking at die root wifhed to exter- 
minate the evil "• 

J Seckcnd. 286. Sleid. Hift. 66. * Seckend. 292. 
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Book IV, 

1524. 

Views of the 
Italian ftatcs 
with ref^cGt 
to Charles 
and Francis, 



TH E expulfion of the French, both out of the Milanefe, 
and the republick of Genoa, was confidered by the Ita- 
lians, as the conciuiion of the war between Charles and Francis; 
and as they began immediately to be apprehenfive of the Empe- 
ror, when they faw no power remaining in Italy capable either 
to controul or oppofe him, they longed ardently for the re-efta- 
bliftiment of peace. Having procured the reftoration of Sforza 
to his paternal dominions, which had been their chief motive for 
entering into confederacy with Charles, they plainly difcovered 
t their 
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thdr intention to contribute no longer tov/ards increafing the Book IV^ 
Emperor^is faperiority over his rival, which was already the ob- '^ ,~i^^ ^ 
j6ft of tlieir jeafoiify. The Pbpe efpecially, whofc natural timi- 
dity i«a-€2^sd: his fulpicions of Charies's dcfigns^ endeavoured by 
his amfcfffladoFs^ amd remoBi^raiicee^ to infpirc him with modteni'^ 
tiotv and nicline him ta peace. 

BtTT ttie Emperor^ intoxicated with fuccefs, and urged ort by Charles re- 
Ms- own ambition, no- lefs than by BourbOH*s defire of revenge, vade Francis 
contemned Clement's' admonitions, and declared his refolution of 
ordering his army tt> pafs the Alps, and tb invade Provence, a 
part of his rival's dominions where he leaft dreaded an attack, 
and was teaff' prepared to refift it. His moft experienced mini- 
fters difluadfed him from undertaking fuch an enterprizc with a 
feeble array, and an cxhaufted treafury r Bht he relied fo much 
on having^ obtained the concurrence of the King of England,, 
and on the hopes which Bourbon, with the confidence and cre- 
dulity natural to exiles, entertained of being joined by a nume- 
rous body of his partifens' as foon as the Imperial troops fhould 
enter France, that he perfifted obftinately in the meafure. Henry 
undertook to fiimifli an hundred thoufand ducats towards defray- 
ing the expence of the expedition during the firft month, and 
had it in his choice either to continue the payment of that fum 
monthly, or to invade Picardy befote the end of July with a pow-^ 
erful army. The Emperor engaged to attack Guienne at the 
fame time with a confiderable body of men, and if thcfe enter- 
prizes proved fuccefsful, they agreed, that Bourbon, befides the 
territories he had foft, fhould be put in pofTelTion of Provence, 
with the title of King, and ffiould do homage to Henry as the 
lawful King of Fraace, for his new dominions. Of all the parts. 

of 
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Book IV. of this extenfive but extravagant projefl:, the invafion of Pro* 

^ I r i7 ~~^ vence was the only one which was executed. For although 

Bourbon, with a fcrupulous delicacy, altogether unexpe^d after 

the part he had adied, pofitively refufed to acknowledge Henry's 

title to the crown of France, and thereby abfolved him horn any 

obligation to promote the enterprize, C!harlc8*s eagemefe to carry 

his own plan into execution did not in any degree abate. The 

army he employed for that purpofe amounted only to eighteen 

thoufand men j the fupreme command of which was given to the 

Marquis de Pefcara, with inftrudions to pay the greateft deference 

The Impe- to Bourbon*s advice in all his operations. Pefcara pafled the Alps 

Frofence, without oppofition, and entering Provence, laid fiege to Mar- 

«g" »9- feilles, Bourbon had advifed him rather to march towards Lyonst 

in the neighbourhood of which city his territories were Atuated, 

and where of courfe his influence was moft extenfive : But the 

Emperor was fo defirous to get pofTeflSon of a port, which would^ 

at all times, fecure him eafy accefs into France, that by his 

authority he over-ruled the Q)nflable*s opinion, and directed 

Pefcara to make the redudion of Marfeilles his chief objedl^ 

Pimdent mok Francis, who forefaw, but was unable to prevent this 
Fnucii. attempt, took the m<^ proper precautions to defeat it. He laid 

wafle the adjacent country, in order to render it more difficult for 
the enemy to fubfifl their army ; he razed the fuburbs of the 
city ; flrengthened its fortifications, and threw into it a nume- 
rous garrifon under the command of brave and experienced 
officers. To thefe, nine thoufand of the citizens, whom their 
dread of the Spanifh yoke infpired with contempt of dan- 
ger, joined themfelves ; by their united courage and indufby, 

* Gutc. 1. 15. 173, &c. Mem. de Beilay, p. 8o. 

I -all 
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^\ the efForts of Pefcara*s military fkill, and of Bourbon*s a£ti- Book IV. 



l^z^. 



retreat. 
Sept. 19^ 



"vity and revenge, were render'ed abortive. Francis, meanwhile, 

had leifure to aflemble a powerful army under the walls of 

Avignon, and no fooner began to advance towards Marfeilles, 

than the Imperial troops, exhaufted by the fatigues of a fiege f^ccd to * 

which had lafted forty days, weakened by difeafes, and almoft 

4eftitute of provifions, retired with precipitation towards Italy ^ 

> If during thefe opf^rations of the army in Provence, either 
Charles or Henry had attacked France in the manner which 
tjaey had proje<3:ed, that kingdom muft have been expofed to the 
^npft imminent danger. But on this, as well as on many other 
occafions, the Emperor found that the extent of his revenues was 
not adequate to the greatnefs of his power, or the ardour of his 
ambition, and the want of money obliged him, though with much 
reludance, to circumfcribe his plan, and to leave part of itunexe^^ 
truted. Henry, difgufted at Bourbon's refufing to recognize his 
right to the crown of France ; alarmed at the motions of the 
Scots, whom the follicitations of the French King had perfuaded 
to march towards the borders of England ; and no longer incited 
hy his minifter, who was become extremely <:ool with regard to 
all the Emperor's interefts ; took no meafures to fuppdrt an enter-^ 
prize, of which, as of all new undertakings, he had been at firft 
-cxceffively fond *. 

If the King of France had been fatisfied with having delivered Francis ehted 
his fubjeds from this formidable invafion, and having fliewn all ^^^'^ 
£urope the facility with which the internal flxength of his domi* 
nions enabled him to refift the impreflion of a foreign enemy> 

* Guic. 1. 15. 277. Ulloa Vita dell. Carlo V. p. 93. 
• • Fiddcs's Life of Wolfey. Append. N^. 70, 71, 7^* 
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Book IV. even when feconded by the abilities and powerful efforts of 
,^2|. a rebellious fubjedt, the campaign, notwithftanding the loft 
of the Milanefe, would have been far from ending inglorioufly. 
But Francis, animated with courage more becoming a foldier 
than a general ; pufhed on by ambition, cnterprizing rather 
than confiderate ; and too apt to be elated with fuccefs ; was 
fond of every undertaking that feemed bold and adventurous. 
Such an undertaking, the fituation of his affairs at that jundture, 
Rcfolvfs to naturally prefented to his view. He had under his command one 
Mikncfc. of the mod powerful and beft appointed armies France had ever 
brought into the field, which he could not think of diibanding 
without having employed it in any fervice. The Imperial troops 
had been obliged to retire almoft ruined by hard duty, and dif- 
heartened with ill fuccefs ; the Milanefe had been left altogether 
without defence; it was not impoflible to reach that country 
before Pefcara, with his (battered forces, could arrive there; or 
if fear fliould add fpeed to their retreat, they were in no condi- 
tion to make head againft his fre(h and numerous troops ; and 
Milan would now, as in former inftances, fubmit without refift- 
ance to a bold invader. Thefe confiderations, which were not 
deftitute of plaufibility, appeared to his (anguine temper to be of 
the utmoft weight. In vain did his wifeft minifters and gene- 
rals reprefent to him the danger of taking the field at a feafon 
fo far advanced, with an army compofed chiefly of Swifs and 
Germans, to whofe caprices he would be fubjedl in all his opera- 
tions, and on whofe fidelity his fafety muft abfolutely depend. In 
vain did Louife of Savoy advance by ha(ly joumies towards Pro- 
vence, that (he might exert all her authority in diffuading her 
fon from fuch a ra(h enterprize. Francis difregarded the remon- 
ftrances of his fubjeds ; and that he might (ave himfelf the pain 
4 of 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 2if 

of an interview with his mother, whofe counfels he had deter- Book IV. 
tnined to rejeft, he began his march before her arrival; appoint- '~ j^,. ^' 
. ing her, however, by way of atonement for that negleS, to be 
regent of the kingdom during his abfence. Bonnivet, by his Appointi bii 
perfuafions, conntributed not a little to confirm Francis in this duHog hu 
xefolution. That favourite who ftrongly refembled his mafter * ^°^' 
in all the defe^ve parts of his character, was led by his natural 
impetuofity, warmly to approve of fuch an enterprize; and being 
prompted befides by his impatience to revifit a Milanefe lady, of 
whom he had been deeply enamoured during his late expedition, 
he is faid, by his flattering defcriptions of her i^eauty and accom-^ 
plifhments, to have infpired Francis, who was extremely fufbep- 
tible of fuch paflions, v\rith an equal defire of feeing her\ 

The French pafled the Alps at Mount Cenis; and as their Operations m 
fuccefs depended on difpatch, they advanced witli the greateft 
diligence. Pefcara, who had been obliged to take a longer and 
more difficult rout by Monaco and Final, was foon informed of 
their intention ; and being fenfible that nothing but the prefence 
of his troops could fave the Milanefe, marched with fuch rapi- 
dity, that he reached Alva on the fame day that the French army 
arrived at Vercelli. Francis, inftrudled by Bonnivet's error in 
the former campaign, advanced direCtly toward Milan, where 
the unexpeded approach of an enemy fo powerful, ocdaConed 
fuch confternation and diforder, that although Pefcara entered 
tfie city with fome of his beft troops, he found that the defence 
of it could not be undertaken with any probability of fuccefs j 
and having thrown a garrifon into the citadel, retired through 
one gate, while the French were admitted at another*. 

*» Ocuv. de Brant, torn. vi. 253, 

' Mem. dc Bellay, p. 81. Guic. L 15. 278. 
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Book IV. These brifk motions ofthe French Monarch difconcertcd alB 



^ 



the fchemes of defence which the Imperialifts had formed- 
Embarraffing Never, indeed, did generals attempt to oppofe a formidable inva- 
toMfialito. '^^" under ftich circumftances of difadvantage. Though Charles 
poflefled dominions more extenfive than any other Prince in. 
Europe, and had, at this time, no other army but that which, 
was employed in Lombardy, which did not amount to fixteen 
thoufand men, his prerogative in all his different fiates was fo 
limited, and his fubjeds, without whofe confent he could raife. 
no taxes, difcovered fuch unwillingnefs to burden themfelves 
with new or extraordinary impofitions, that even this fmall 
body of troops was in want of pay, of ammunition, of provi- 
fions, and of cloathing. In fuch a fituation, it required all the 
wifdom of Lannoy, the intrepidity of Pefcara, and the implacable 
refentment of Bourbon, to preferve them from finking under de- 
fpair, and to infpire them with refolutibn to attempt, or fagacity 
to difcover what was efTential to their fafety* To the efforts of 
their genius, and the adivity of their zeal, the Emperor was 
more indebted for the prefervation of his Italian dominions than 
to his own power, Lannoy, by mortgaging the revenues of 
Naples, procured fbme money, which was immediately applied 
towards providing the army with whatever was mofl neceffary ^ 
Pefcara, beloved and almofl adored by the Spanifh troops, 
exhorted them to fhew the world, by their engaging to ferve the 
Emperor, in that dangerous exigency, without making any 
immediate demand of pay, that they were animated with, 
fentiments of honour very different from thofe of mercenary 
foldiers, to which propofition, that gallant body of men with an 

f Guic. 1. 15. ^9o^ 

t unexampled 
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^miexampled ^enerofity gave their confent*, Bourbon having Book IV^ 
raiied a conudcrable fum, by pawning hia jewels, fet out for '- '-"'-^ 
.Germany, where his influence was great, that by his prefenpe 
he might haften the levying of troops for the Imperial fervice**. 

F R A N c I s, by a fatal error, allowed the Emperor^s generals time brands be- 
to derive advantage from all thefe operations* Inftead of purfuing 
the enemy, who retired to Lodi on the Adda, an untenable poft, 
which Pefcara had refolved to abandon on^ his approach, he, 
in compliance with the opinion of Bonnivet, though, contrary 
to that of his other generals, laid fiege ta Pavia on the Tefino ; O^obcr iK 
a town, indeed, of great importance, the pofleflion of which 
would have opened to him all the fertile country lying on the 
banks of that river. But the fortifications of the place were; 
ftrong ; it was dangerous to undertake a difficult iiege, at fo 
lateafeafon; and the Imperial generals, fenfible of its confe-. 
quence, had thrown into the town a garrifon eompofed of fix 
thoufand veterans, uijder the command of Antonio de Leyva, an 
officer of high rank ; of great experience ; of a patient but 
enterprizing courage ; fertile in refources ; ambitious of diftin*^ 
guifhing himfelf ; and capable, for that reafon, as well as from 
his having been long accuftomed both to obey and to command, 
of fuiFering or performing any thing in order to procure fuccefs.. 

Francis profecuted the fiege with obftinacy equal to the Hisvigorow 
rafhnefs with which he had undertaken it. During three 
months, every thing known to the engineers of that age, or 

« Jovii Vit. Davali. lib. v. p. 386. Sandov. vol. i. 621. UUoa Vito dell Carlo W 
v^ p. 94, &c. Vida dell Eraper. Carlos V. per Vera y Zuniga. p. 36. 
^ Mcin« de Bellay, g. 8 j*. 
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. Book IV. that could be efFefted by the valour of his troops, was attempted 

^*^^^'^ in order to reduce the place ; while Lannoy and Pefcara, unaUe 

'^**' to obftrufl; his operations, were obliged to remain in fuch an 

• ignominious ftate of inadHon, that a Pafquinade was publifhed 

at Rome, offering a reward to any perfon who could find the 

Imperial army, loft in the month of Odober in the mountains 

between France and Lombardy, and which had not been heard 

of fmce that time *. 

,«, Xeyva, well acquainted with the difficulties under which 

The town » ^ 

jtliandy de- his countrymen laboured, and the impoffibility of their facing, 
in, the field, fuch a powerful army as formed the fiege of Pavia, 
placed his only hopes of fafety in his own vigilance and valour. 
The efforts of both were extraordinary, and in proportion to 
the importance of the place, with the defence of which he was 
entrufted. He interrupted the approaches of the French by fre- 
quent and furious fallies. Behind the breaches which their 
artillery made, he ereSed new works, that appeared to be fcarce 
inferior in ftrength to the original fortifications. He repulfed 
the befiegers in all their aflaults ; and by his own example, 
brought not only the ^rrifon, but the inhabitants to bear the 
moft intolerable fatigues, and to encounter the grcateft dangers 
without murmuring. The rigour of the feafon confpired 
with his endeavours in retarding the progrefs of the French. 
Francis attempting to become matter of the town, by diverting 
the courfe of the Tefino, which is its defence on one fide, a 
•fudden inundation of the river deftroyed, in one day, the labour 
of many weeks, and fwept away all the mounds which his 
army had raifed with infinite toil, as well as at great expence ^. 

* Sandov. i. 608. * Quic. 1. 15. 280. UHoa Vita di Carlo V. p. 95. 
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NaTwiTHSTANDiNG the flow progrcfs of the befiegers, and Book IV. 
tUe glory whkh Leyva acquired by his gallant defence, it was **Y^~^ 
not doubted but that the town would at laft be obliged to fur-^ The Pope 
render. The Pope>. who already confidered the French arms treaVof 
as fuperior in Italy, beoune impatient to difengage himfelf from »^**^^V*' 
his connedliona with the Emperor,, of whofe defigns he was 
extremely jealous; and to enter into terms of friendihip with 
Frands. , As Qement's timid and cautious temper-rendered him- 
incapable of following' the bold plan which Leo had formed of 
delivering.Italy from the yoke of both the rivals, he returned to 
the more obvious and .pra<3:icablewfcheme of employing the 
power of thfi one to balance and to reftrain that of the other. 
For this reafon, he did not diflemble his fatisfadiion at feeing 
the French King recover Milan^ as he hoped that the dread of 
fuch a neighbour would be fome check upon the Emperor's 
ambition, which no power in Italy was now able to controul. 
He laboured hard to bring about a peace that would fecure 
Francis in pofleffion-^of his- new conquefts ; and as Charles, who 
was always inflexible in the profecution of his fchteiesi rejeSed 
the propofition with difdain, and with bitter exclamations 
againfl: the Pope, by whofe pcrfualions, while Gurdinal de 
Medici, he had been induced to invade the Milanefe, Clement 
immediately concluded a treaty of neutrality with the King of 
France, in which the republick of Florence was included '• . 

Fr A NCis havmg by this tranfaftion, deprived the Emperor of ^2^' '"•. , 
his two mofl: powerful allies, and at the fame time having fecured 
a paflage for his own troops through their territories, formed a 
fcheme of attacking the kingdom of Naples, hoping cither to . 

> Guic. 1. 15. 282. 2854 
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Book I V. over-run* that country, which was left altogether without defedtf e^ 
or that at Icaft fuch an unexpedled invafioa would oblige th6 
viceroy to recal part of the Imperial army out of the Milanefe, 
For this purpofe he ordered fix thoufand men to march under 
the command of John Stuart duke of Albany. But Pefcara fore- 
feeing that the cfftGt of this diverfion would depend entirely 
upon the operations of the armies in the Milanefe, perfuaded 
Lanrioy to difiregard Albany's motions ", and to bend his whole 
force againft the Ring himfelf ; fo that Francis not only weak- 
ened his army very unleafonably by this great detachment ; but 
incurred the reproach of engaging too rafhly in chimerical and 
extravagant projedts. 

Efforts of Meanwhile the garrifon of Pavia was reduced to extre- 

fiourboa- mity; their ammunition and provifions began to fail; the Ger- 
mans, of whom it was chiefly compofed, having received no pay 
for feven months "*, threatened to deliver the town into the 
enemy's hands, and could fcarce be reftrained fix)m mutiny by 
iill Leyva's ^Lddrefs and authority. The Imperial generals, who 
were no ftmngers to his fituation, faw the neceffity of march- 
ing witliout lofs of time to his relief. This they had now in 
their power : Twelve thoufand Germans, whom the zeal and 
aftivity of BoQf^Km taught to move with unufual rapidity, had 
entered Lombardy under his command, and rendered the Impe- 
rial army nearly equal to that of the French, greatly diminifhed 
by tibe abfence of the body under Albany, as well as by the 
fatigUjBS of the fiege, and the rigour of the feafon. But the 
more their troops increafed in number^ the more fenfibly did 
they feel the diftreiB arifing fipom want of money. F^ from 

» Guic L 15. 285* »GaId« Polit Imperial. 875. 
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Kavtng funds for paying a powerful army, they had fcarce what Book IV. 
was fufficient for defraying the charges of conducing their *^ icn. * 
artillery, and of carrying their ammunition and provifions. The 
abilities of the generals, however, fupplied every defedi. By their 
own example, as well as by magnificent promifes in name of the 
Emperor, they prevailed on the troops of all the different nations 
which compofed their army, to take the field without pay ; 
they engaged to lead them directly towards the enemy ; and 
flattered them with the certain profpe£t of vi£kory, which would 
at once enrich them with fuch royal fpoils as would be an ample 
reward for all their fervices. The foldiers, fenfible that by 
quitting the army, they Would forfeit the vaft arrears due to 
them, and eager to get pofleffion of the promifed treafures, 
demanded a battle with all the impatience of adventurers who 
fight only for plunder". 

The Imperial generals, without fuffeting the ardour of their They march 
troops to cool, advanctd immediately towards the French camp. French, 
On the firft intelligence of their approach, Francis called a coun- ^^^^*^y ^ 
cU of war, to deliberate what courfe he ought to take* All his 
officers ofgreateft experience were unanimous in advifing him, to 
retire, and to decFme a battle with an enemy who courted it from 
defpair. The leaders of the Imperialifts, they obferved, would 
either be obliged in a few weeks to dilband an army, which they 
were unable to pay, and which they kept together only by the 
hape of pillage, or the foldiers enraged at the non-performance 
of the promifes to which they had trufted, would rife in fomc 
furious mutiny which would allow them to think of nothing but 
their own fafety : That, meanwhile, he might encamp in fome 

« Eryci Pcutcani Hift. Cifalpina ap. Gracvii Thcf. Antiquit. ItaU iii. p. 
U70, 1 179, 
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"Book IV. ftrong poft, and waiting in fafety the arrival of frefli ttxJops fbitt 
France and Switzerland, might, before the end of fpring, taktf 
poflefEon of all the Milanefe, without danger, or bloodfhod* 
But in oppofition to them, Bonnivet^ whofe deftiny it was to 
give counfels fatal to France during the whole campaign, repre-- 
fented the ignominy it would refledi on their fovereign if hd 
fhould abandon a fiege which he had profecuted fo long, or turn 
his back before an enemy to whom he was ftill fiiperior in num^ 
ber; and infifted on the neceflSty of fighting the Imperialifts rather 
than relinquifli an undertaking, on the fuccefs of which the King's 
future fame depended. Unfortunately, Francis's notions of honour 
were delicate to an excefs that bordered on what was romanticfc* 
Having often (aid that he would take Pavia, or perifh in the 
attempt, he thought himfelf bound not to depart firom that refo- 
lution ; and rather than expofe himfelf to the flighted imputation, 
he choie to forego all the advantages which were the certain 
consequences of a retreat, and determined to wait for the Impe- 
rialifts before the walls of Pavia % 

tattle of The Imperial generals found the f'rench fb ftrongly entrenched, 

*^*** that notwithftandingthe powerfixl motives '^hich urged them on, 

they hefitated long before they ventured to attack them ; but at 

laft the neceilities of the befieged, and the murmurs of their own 

foldiers obliged diem to put every thing to hazard. Never did 

f cbruaiy 24. nj-jjiica engage with greater ardour, or with an higher opinion 
oi the importaj^ of the battle they were going fo fight; 
never wo-e troops more ilron^y animated with emulation, 
national antipathy^ mutusd refentment, and all the paffions which 
infpire obftinate bravery. On the one hand, a gallant young 

* Guic. 1. 15. 291. 
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Monttdi, fecondcd by a generous nobility, and followed by fub- Book IV. 
jc6b to whofe natural impetuofity, indignation at the oppofition ^* ^'""^ 
they had eneountred, added new force, contended for viftory 
and honour. On the other fide, troops more completely difci- 
plincd, and conduced by generals of greater abilities, fought 
from neceflSty, with Courage heightened by deipair. The 
Impcrialifts, however, were unable to refill the firft efforts of 
the FrencTi valour, and their firmeft battalions began to give 
way. But the fortune of the day was quickly changed. The 
Swifs in the fervice of France, unmindful of the reputation of 
their country for fidelity and martial glory, abandoned their poft 
in a cowardly manner. Leyva, with his garrifon, fallied out and 
attacked the rear of the French during the heat of the adion 
with fuch fury as threw it into confufion ; and Pefcara &Uing on 
their cavalry, vnth the Imperial horfe, among whom he had pru- 
dently intermingled a confiderable number of Spanifh footf 
Armed with the heavy mufkets then in ufe, broke this formi- 
dable body by an unufual method of attack againft which they 
were wholly unprovided. The rout became univerfal; and 
refiftance ceafed in almoft every part, but where the King was 
in perfon, who fought now, not for fame or vidory, but for The Frcoch 
f?ifety. Though wounded in feveral places, and thrown from ^'"^ rooiedi 
his horfe which was killed under him, Francis defended himfelf 
on foot with an heroic courage. Many of his braveft officers 
gathering round him, and endeavouring to fave his life at the 
expence of their own, fell at his feet. Among thefe was Bon- 
nivet, the author of this great calamity, who alone died unla- 
mented. The King exhaufted with fatigue, and fcarce capable 
of farther refiflance, was left almoft alone, expofed to the fury 
of fome Spanifh foldiers, ftrangers to bis rank, and enraged at 

G g 2 his 
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prifoner. 



Book IV. his obftinacy. At that moment came up Pomperanty a 
French gentleman, who had entered together with Bourbon- 
into the Emperor *s fervice, and placing himfelf by the fide of the 
Monarch againftwhom he had rebelled, aflifled in prote^ng 
him fix)m the violence of the foldtcrs ; at the fame time befeech-* 
ing him to furrender to Bourbon, who was not far diftant. Immi- 
nent as the danger was which now furrounded Francis, he 
rejedted with indignation the thoughts of an aftion which would 
have afforded fuch matter of triumph to bis traiterous fubjed; 
and calling for Lannoy, who happened likewife to be near at 

Francis taken hand, gave up his fword to him; which he, kneeling to kifs the 
King's hand, received with profound refpedJ:; and taking his 
own fword from his fide, prefented it to him, faying. That it 
did not become fo great a Monarch to remain difarmed in the 
prefence of one of the Emperor's fubjeds •. , 

Ten thoufand men fell on this day, one of the moft fatal 
France had ever feen. Among thefe were many noblemen of: 
the higheft diftindtion, who chofe rathei: to perifh than to turn 
their backs with difhonour. Not a few were taken prifoners, 
of whom the moft Uluftrious was Henry D'Albret, the unforr 
tunate king of Navarre. A fmalL body of the rear guard made 
its efcape under the command of the duke Alenfon; the feeble 
garrifon of Milan on the firft news of the defeat, retired without^ 
being purfued, by another road ; and in two weeks after the 
battle^ not a Frenchman remained in Italy^ 

^ Guic. 1. 15. 29^^ Ocav. dc Brant, vi. 355. Mem. dc BelUy, p. 90. 
Sandov. Hid. j. 638, &c. P. Mart. Ep. 805. 810. Rurcelli Lettere de Pdn-* 
cipi ii. p. 70,. mioa Viu dell Carlo V. p. 98. 
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Lamnoy,- though he treated Francis with all the outward Book IV. 
marks of honour due to his rank and character, guarded him 
with the utmoft attention. He was foUicitous, not only to pre- 
Tent any poflSbility of his efcaping, but afraid that his own 
troops might feize his perfon, and detain it as the beft fecuiity 
dfor the payment of their arrears. In order to provide againfl 
both thefe dangers, he condu£ted Francis, the day after the battle^. 
to the ftrong caftle of Pizzichitonie near Cremona, committing 
him to the cuftody of Don Ferdinand Alarcon^ general of the 
Spanifh infantry, an oflScer of great bravery, and of ftrid 
honour, but remarkable for that fevere and fcrupulous vigilance 
which fuch a truft required. 

Meanwhile Francis, who formed a judgment of the 
Emperor*s difpofitions by his own, was extremely defirous that 
Charlies fhould be informed of his fituation, fondly hoping that 
from his generofity or fympathy, he would ^obtain fpeedy relief. 
The Imperial generals were no lefs impatient to give their^fovo- 
reign an early account of the decifive victory which they had 
gained, and to receive his inflxudlions with regard to their future 
conduct. As the moft certain and expeditious method of con- 
veying intelligence to Spain, at that feafon- of the year, was 
by land, Francis gave the Commendadbr Pennalofa, who was 
charged with Lannoy*s difpatches, a paflport to travel through 
France. 

Charles received the account of this fignal and uncxpeded Eff€aof.thi»^ 
fuccefs that had crowned his arms,, with a moderation, which chwIL!^^* 
if it had been real, would have done him more honour than the March 10. 
greateft viftory. Without uttering one word expreffive of exul- 
|: ' tation>. 
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PookIV. tation, or of intemperate joy, he retired immediately into lus 

chapel, and having fpent an hour in offering up his thankfgivingt 

to heaven, returned to the prefence-chamber, which by that time 

was filled with grandees and foreign ambaffadors, aflembled in 

order to congratulate him : He accepted of their compliments 

with a modeft deportment ; he lamented the misfortune of the 

captive King, as a ftriking example of the fad reverfe of fortune, 

to which the moft powerful Monarchs are fubjefl: ; he forbad any 

publick rejoicings, as indecent in a war carried on among 

Chriftians, referving them until he fhould obtain a victory equally 

illuftrious over the Infidels ; and feemed to take pleafure in the 

advantage he had gained, only as it would prove the occafion of 

reftoring peace to Chriftendom ^ 



The (chemei 
he begin to 
form* 



Charles, however, had already begun to form fchemes in his 
own mind, which little fuited fuch external appearances. Ambi- 
tion, not generofity, was the ruling paflion in his mind ; and 
the vifitory at Pavia opened fuch new and unbounded profpeds 
of gratifying it, as allured him with irrefiftible force: But it 
being no eafy matter to execute the vaft defigns which he medi- 
tated, he thought it neceffary, while proper meafures were 
takiqg for that purpofe, to affedl: the greate;ft moderation, hoping 
under that veil to conceal his real intentions from the other 
Princes of Europe. 



The general MEANWHILE France was filled with confternation. The 

iTFiinir"' J^ing himfelf had early tranfmitted an account of the rout at 

Pavia in a letter to his mother delivered by Pennalofa, which 

ccmtained only ihefe words, " Madam, all is loft, except our 
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^ honour.** Thofe whofurvived^ when they arrived frond Italy, Book IV# 
t»t>ught fuch a melancholy detail of particulars as made all ranks ^^^TT^^T*^ 
of men fenfibly feel the greatnefs and extent of the calamity, 
France^ without its fovereign, without money in her treafury, 
without an army, without officers to command it, and encom- 
paiTed on all (ides by a vidorious and adive enemy, feemed to 
be on the very brink of deftrudion. But on that occafion the ^j^^ prudent 
great abilities of Louife the regent faved the kingdom, which the ^"^"^ ®^ 
violence of her pafliona- had more than once expofed to the 
greateft danger. Inflead of giving herfelf up to fuch lamenta- 
tions as were natural to a woman fo remarkable for her maternal 
tendemefs, fhe difcovered all the forefight, and exerted all the 
a£Hvity of a confummate politician. She aflembled the nobles at 
lions^and animated them by example no lefs than by her words 
with fueh ical in defence of their country as its prefent fituation 
required. She coUeded tlie remains of the army which had 
i^rved in Italy, ranfomed the prifbners, paid their arrears, and 
put them in a condition to take the field. She levied new troops,^ 
provided for the fecurity of the frontiers, and raifed fums fuffi- 
cient for defraying thefe extraordinary expences. Her chief care^ 
however, was to appeafe the refentment, or to gain the friend- 
fliip of the King of England ; and from that quarter, the firft 
ray of comfort broke in upon the French affairs^ 



Though Henry, in entering into dliariteS 'Cvith CJiaTles or EfWboftht 
Francis, (eldom followed any regular or concerted plan of policy, p)^|![^' 
but was influenced chiefly by the caprice of temporary paffions, ^^'^'^y Vin* 
fuch occurrences often happened as recalled his attention tovraf ds 
that equal balance of power which it was necelfary to keep be- 
tween the two contending potentates, tBeprefetvation of which he' 

^ always 
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Book TV. always boafted to be his peculiar office. He had expefted (fell 
his union with the Emperor might afford him an opportunity o£ 
recovering fame part of thofe territories in France which had' 
belonged to his anceftors, and for the fakeof fuchsan acquifitioa* 
he did notTcrupleto give his affiftance towards raifing Charles to 
aconfiderable pre-eminence abo\^e Francis. He had never<Jreamt,- 
however, of any event fo decifive and fo fatal as the vidory at 
Pa via, which feemed not only to have broken, but to have 
annihflated the ]power of one of the rivals ; fo that the profped: of 
the fudden and entire revolution which this would occafion ifi 
tiie political fyftem, filled him with the moft difquieting appre* 
henfions. He faw all Europe in danger of being over-run by 
an ambitious prince, to whofe power there now remained no 
counterpoife ; and though he himfelf might at firft be admitted j 
in quality of an ally, to fome (hare in the fpoils of the captive 
monarch, it was eafy to difcern that with regard to the manner 
•of making the partition, as well as his fecurity for keeping pof- 
fcffion of What fhonld be allotted him, he muft ^bfolutely de- 
pend upon tlie will of a confederate, to whofe forces his own 
bore no proportion. He was fenfible that if Charles were per- 
mitted to add any confider.able part of France to the vaft 
dominions of which he was already mafter, his neighbourhood 
would be much more formidable to England than that of the 
ancient French Kings ; while, at the fame time, the proper 
balance oa the continent, to which England owed both its fafety 
and importance, would be entirely loft. Concern for the fitua- 
tion of th£ unhappy monarch co-operated with thefe political 
confiderations ; his gallant behaviour in the battle of Pavia had 
excited an high degree of admiration, which never fails of aug- 
menting fympathy } and Henry, naturally fufceptible of generous 

fentimentS9 
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^fentimtntos was fond of appearing as the deliverer of a yzvl^ Book IV« 
4piiflidd enemy from a ftate of captivity. The paffions of the '~ ^^^ ^ 
Efijglifli iminifter fecoftded the inclinations of the Monarch. 
Wblfey, who had not forgot the difappointmeht of his hopes in 
two fucceffive conclaves, which he imputed chiefly to the Em- 
peror, thought this a proper opportunity of taking revenge ; and 
Louife, courting the fricndlhip of England with fuch flattering 
fubmiflions as \^'cre ik) lefs agreeable to the King than to the 
Cardinal, Henry gave her fecret aflTurances that he would not 
lend his aid towards opprefling France, in its prefent hclplefs 
(late, and obliged her to promife that fhe would not confent to 
difmember the kingdom even in order to procure her (bn*s 
liberty ''. 

But as Henry *s cohneiJlions with the Emperor made it necef- 
fary to aft in fuch a manner, as to fave appearances, he ordered 
pttblick rejoicings t6 be made in his dominions for tlie fuccefs 
of (he Imperial arms ; atid as if he had been eager to feize tte 
ptefent opportunity of ruining the Frendi monarchy, he feht 
ambafladors to Madrid, to congratulate with Charles up&n 
his vidory ; to put him in mind, that he, as his ally, engaged 
in one common canfe, was entitled to partake in the fruits 
of it; and to require that in compliance with the terms of 
their confederacy, he would invade Guienne with a power- 
ful army in order to give him pofleffion of that province. 
At the fame time, he offered to fend the princefs Mary into 
Spain or the Low Countries, that (he might be educated under 
the Emperor's direction until the conclufion of the marriage 
agreed on between them; and in return for that mark of his 
confidence he infifted that Francis fhould be delivered to him, 

^ Mem, dc Bcllay, 94. Guic. 1. 16. 318. Herbert, 
Vol. IL - H h in 
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Book IV. in confequence of that article in the treaty of Bruges, whereby 
^7c2c.^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ contradiing parties was bound to furrender all ufur- 
pers to him whofe rights they had invaded. It was impoflible 
that Henry could expert that the Emperor would liften to thefe 
extravagant demands, which it was neither his intereft, nor in 
his power to grant. They appear evidently to have been made 
with no other intention than to furnifti him with a decent pre- 
text for entering into fuch engagements with France as the 
juncture required '. 

On the Italian It was among the Italian dates, that the victory at Pavia occa- 
powers. fioned the greateft alarm and terror. That balance of power on 

which they yelied for their fecurity, and which it had been the 
conflant objeft of all their negociations and refinements to main- 
tain, was deftroyed in a moment. They were expofed by their 
fi tuation to feel the firft effects of the uncolitrouled authority Charles 
had acquired. They obferved many fymptomsbf a boundlefs am- 
bition in that young prince, and were fenfible that as Emperor, or 
King of Naples, he could either form dangcFOus pretenfions upon 
each of their territories, or invade them with great advantage. 
They deliberated, therefore, with much Ibllicitude concerning 
the means of raifmg fuch a force as might obftrudl his progrefs '. 
But their confultations, conduced with little union, and executed 
with lefs vigour, had noeffed. Clement, inftead of purfuing the 
meafures which he had concerted with the Venetians for fecuring 
the liberty of Italy, was fo intimidated by Lannoy's threats, or 
AprU K overcome by his promifes, that he entered into a fcparate treaty, 
binding himfelf to advance a confiderable fum in return for 

' Herbert, p. 64. • Guic. 1. 16. 300. RufccUi Letterc 

dcPrinc. ii. 74, 76, &c. ThuaniHift. lih. i. c. 11. 
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certain emoluments which he was to receive. The money was Book IV. 
inflantly paid ; Charles afterwards refufed to ratify the treaty ; ^ — ^^-—^ 
* and the Pope remained expofed at once to infamy and to ridicule ; 
to the former, becaufe he had deferted the publick caufe for his 
private intereft ; to the latter, becaufe he had been a lofer by 
that unworthy adion \ 

How difhonourable foever the artifice might be which was Mutiny fn the 
employed in order to defraud the Pope of this fum, it came very ^'"P^"^^ 
feafonably into the viceroy's hands, and put it in his power to 
extricate himfelf out of an imminent danger. Soon after the 
defeat of the French army, the German troops which had 
defended Pavia with fuch meritorious courage and*perfeverance, 
growing infolent upon the fame they had acquired, and impa- 
tient of relying any longer on fruitlefs promifes with which 
they had been fo often amufed, rendered themfelves matters of 
the town, with a refolution to keep pofleflion of it as a fecurity 
for the payment of their arrears ; and the reft of the army difco- 
vered a much ftronger inclination toaflift, than topunifti the muti- 
neers. By dividing among them the money exadled from the Pope, 
Lannoy quieted the tumultuous Germans ; but though this fatis- 
fied their prefent demands, he had fo little profpedl of being able to 
pay them or his other forces regularly for the future, and was under 
fuch continual apprehenfions of their feizing the perfon of the cap- 
tive King, that not long after, he was obliged to difmifs all the 
Germans and Italians in the Imperial fervice ". Thus, from a cir- 
cumftance that now appears very fingular, but arifing naturally 
from the conftitution of moft European governments in the 
fixteenth century, while Charles was fufpeded by all his neigh- 

« Guic. 1. 16. 305. Mauroccni Hiftor. Venct. ap. Ifiorichi delle cofc 
Venez. V. 131, 136. " Guic. 1. 16. p. 302. 
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Book IV. hours of aiming at unirerfal monarchy, and while he was wdKy 
^'7zl^.^ forming vaft projeds of this kind, his revenues were fo limited^ 

that he could not keep on foot his vidtorious army> though it 

did not exceed twenty-four thoufand men. 

ThcEmpc- During thefe tranfadions, Charles, whofe pretenfions to 

tion5<:on. moderation and difmtereftednefs were foon forgotten, deliberated 
minn'c? of* ^^^ ^^^ utmoft folicitude, liow he might derive the greateff 
improving his advantages from the misfortune of his adverfary. Some of his 
counfellors advifed him to treat Francis with the magnanimity 
that became a vidorious Prince, and inftead of taking advan- 
tage of his lituation to impofe rigorous conditions, to difmifs him 
on fuch equal terms, as would bind him for ever to his interefl 
by the ties of gratitude and affedion, more forcible as well as 
more permanent than any which could be formed by extorted 
oaths and involuntary (lipulations. Such an exertion of genero- 
fity is not, perhaps, to be expected in the condud of political affairs, 
and it was far too refined for that Prince to whom it was propofed* 
The more obvious, but lefs fplendid fcheme of endeavouring to 
make the utmoft of Francis's calamity, had a greater number in 
the council to recommend it, and fuited better with the Empe- 
ror's genius. But though Charles adopted this plan, he did not 
execute it in a proper manner. Inftead of making one great 
effort to penetrate into France with all the forces of Spain and 
the Low-Countries ; inftead of crufliing the Italian ftates before 
they recovered from the confternation which the fuccefs of his 
arms had occafioned ; he had recourfe to the artifices of intrigue 
and negociation. This proceeded partly from neceflity, partly 
from the natural difpofition of his mind. The fituation of his 
finances at that time rendered it extremely difficult to carry on 
any extraordinary armament; and he himfelf having never 

appeared 
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.appeared at the head of his armies, the command of Book IV. 

which he had hitherto committed to his generals, was civerfe 

1525 

from bold and martial counfels, and triiftcu more to the arts 
with which he was acquainted. He laid, befides- too much 
ftrefs upon the vidlory of Pavia, as if by that event the ftrength 
of France had been annihilated, its refources exhaufted, and the 
kingdom itfelf, nolefs than the perfon of its Monarch, had been 
fubjedted to his power. 



prow- 



FuLi^ of this opinion, he determined to fet the hiMieft price "^^^ rinotous 

* . . ^ t'wuns he pro* 

upon Francis's freedom, and havmg appointed the Count de pofc to 
Roeux to vifit the captive King in his name, he inflru(fted him to 
propofe the following articles, as the conditions on which he 
would grant hinf his liberty j that he fhould reftoie Burgundy to 
the Emperor, from whofe anceftors it had been unjuftly wrefted ; 
that he fhould furrender Provence and Dauphinc, that they 
might be eredted into an independant kingdom for the Conftable 
Bourbon ; that he fhould make full fatisfadtion to the King of 
England for all his claims ; and finally, renounce the preten-^ • 
fions of France to Naples, Milan, or any other territory in Italy. 
When Francis, who had hitherto flattered himfolf that he fhould 
be treated by the Emperor with the generofity becoming one 
great Prince towards another, heard thefe rigorous conditions, 
he was fo tranfported with indignation, that drawing his dagger 
haftily, he cried out, " *Twere better that a King (hould die thus." 
Alarcon, alarmed at his vehemence, laid hold on his hand; but 
though he foon recovered greater compofure, he fllll declr^red in 
the moft folemn manner, that he would rather remain a prifoncr 
during life, than purchafc liberty by fuch ignominious concef- 
fions '• 

* Mem. dc Bellay, 94. F^rrcras Hift. ix. 43. 
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Book IV. This mortifying difcovery of the Emperor's intentions, 
^^""^^ ^ greatly augmented Francis's chagrin and impatience under his 
P . ^ confinement, and muft have driven him to abfolute defpair, if he 

Francis car- ' r ' 

ried prifoncr had uot laid hold of the only thing which could ftill adminifter 

to Spain* , . 

to him any comfort. He perfuaded himfelf, that the conditions 
wliich Roeux had propofed, did not flow originally from Charles 
himfelf, but were didated by the rigorous policy of his Spanifh 
council, and that therefore he might hope in one perfonal inter- 
view with him, to do more towards haftening his own deli- 
verance, than could be eflFeded by long negociations paiTing 
through the fubordinate hands of his minifters. Relying on 
this fuppofition, which proceeded from too favourable an opi- 
nion of the Emperor's charader, he offered to vifit him in Spain, 
and was willing to be carried thither as a fpedacle to that 
haughty nation. Lannoy employed all his addrefs to confirm 
him in thefe fentiments ; and concerted with him in fecret the 
manner of -executing this refolution. Francis was fo eager 
on a fcheme which feemed to open fome profped of liberty, 
that he furniflied the gallies neceflary for the voyage, Charles 
being at that time unable to fct any fleet to fea. The viceroy, 
without communicating his, intentions either to Bourbon or 
Pcfcara, conduded his prifoner towards Genoa, under pretence 
of tranfporting him by fea to Naples ; though foon after they 
fet fail, he ordered the pilots to fleer diredly for Spain ; but the 
wind happening to carry them near the French coaft, the 
unfortunate Monarch had a full profped of his own dominions, 
towards which he caft many a forrowful and defiring look. 
They landed, howev^, in a few days at Barcelona, and foon 
after, Francis was lodged, by the Emperor's command, in the 
Aagttft 14. Alcazar of Madrid, under the care of the vigilant Alarcon, who 
guarded him with as much circumfpedion as ever ^. 

f Mem. dc Bcllay, 95. P. Mart. Ep. ult. Guic. 1. 16. 323. 
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A FEW days after Francis's arrival at Madrid, and when he Book IV> 
began to be fenfible of his having relied without foundation on "^ 1525.^ 
the Emperor's generofity, Henry VIIT. concluded a treaty with Henry viir. 
the Regent of France, which afforded him fome hope of t^ea^Jj'^'^tif^ 
liberty from another quarter. Henry's extravagant demands ^^ancc, in 
had been received at Madrid with that negledl which they cure his 
defer ved, and which he probably expelled. Charles, intoxicated 
with profperity, no longer courted him in that refpedtful and 
fubmiflive manner which pleafed his haughty temper. Wolfey, 
no lefs haughty than his mafter, was highly irritated at the 
Emperor's difcontinuing his wonted careifes and profeffions of 
firiendfhip to him. Thefe flight offences, added to the weighty 
confiderations formerly mentioned, induced Henry to enter into 
a defenfive alliance with Louife, in which all the differences 
between him and her fon were adjufted; at the fame time he 
engaged that he would employ his befl oflSces in order to pro- 
cure the ddiverance of his^ew ally from a flate of captivity '. . 

While the open defedion of fuch a powerful confederate Moronc'sin- 
aflFeded Charles with deep concern, a fecret confpiracy was car- der to ovcr-'^' 
rying on in Italy, which threatened him with confequences ftill !^^r^''5^>^ 
more fatal. The reftlefs and intriguing genius of Morone, *" ^^X* 
chancellor of Milan, gave rife to this. His revenge had been 
amply gratified by the expulfion of the French out of Italy, and 
his vanity no lefs foothed by the re-eflablifhment of Sfwza, to 
whofe interefl he had attached himfelf, in the dutchy of Milan. 
The delays however, and evafions of the Imperial court in 
granting Sforza the invefliture of his new-acquired territories 
had long alarmed Morone ; thefe were repeated fo often, and 
with fuch apparent artifice, as became a full proof to his fufpi- 

» Herbert. Fiddci's Life of Wolfey, 357. 
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^OOkIV. clous mind that the Empefor intended toftrip his mafter of that 
^— ^'^^ rich country which he had conquered in his name. Thougb 

I C-2 ' 

^' Charles, in order to quiet the Pope and Venetians, no lefs jea* 
lousof his defigns thanMorone, gave Sforza, at laft, the invefti^ 
ture which liad been fo long delired, the charter was clogged w ith 
fo many refervations, and fubjcited him to fuch grievous bur*- 
dens, as rendered the duke of Milan a dependant on the Emperor^ 
rjather than a vaflal of the Empire, and aflForded him fcarce any 
other fccuriiy for his poflcflions, than the good pleafure of an 
ambitious fuperior. Such an acceflion of power as would haw 
accrued from the addition of the Alilanefe h) the kingdom of 
Naples, was confidered by Morone as fatal to the Hberties of Italy 
CO lefs than to his own pow^ and importance. Full of this idea, h« 
l>cgan to revolve in his mind the poflibiKty of rcfcaiiig Italy 
from the yoke of foreigners^ the darling fcheaie, as has been 
already obferved,.of the Italian politicians in that age, and 
which it was the great objed of their ambitJbn ta accompliflii 
If to the glory of having been the chief inftrument in driving 
the French out rf Milan, he could add that of delivering Naples 
from the dominion of the Spaniards, he thought that nothing 
would be wanting to compleat his fame. His fertile genius 
foon fuggefted to him a proje£k for that purpcffe ; a difficult, 
Indeed, and daring one, but for that very reafon, more agreeable 
to his bold and enterprizing temper. 

Hisncgocia. BouRBON and Pcfcara were equally enraged at Lannoy^s 
Pc^ara"^ carrying the French King into Spain without their knowledge. 
The former, being afraid that the two Monarchs might, in his 
abfence, conclude fome treaty in which his intcrefts would be 
entirely facrificed, haftened to Madrid, in order to guard againft 
that danger. The latter, on w^hom the commiaQd of the army 

2 now 
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inow derolved^ was obliged to remain in Italy; but in every Book IV. 
*iKmifAnjj he garc vent to his indignation againft the viceroy in ^i«^ ^ 
^WprefEons full oi rancour and contempt; he accufed him in a 
letter to the Emperor of cowardice in the time of danger, and 
of infolence after a vi<£tory, towards the obtaining of which he 
had contributed nothing either by his valour or his condudt ; nor 
did he abftain frcrai bitter complaints againft the Emperor him- 
lclf> who had not difcovered, as he imagined, a fufficient fenfe 
t)f his merit, nor beftowed any adequate reward on his fervices. 
h was on this difgufb of Pefcara^ that Morone founded his 
whole fyflem. He knew the boimdlefs ambition of his nature, 
the vaft extent of his abilities in peace as well as war, said the 
intrepidity of liis mmd capable alike of undertaking and of 
executing the moft defperate defigns. The cantonment of the 
Spanifli troops on the frontier of the Milanefe, gave occafion to 
many interviews between liim and Moron3, in which the latter 
todc care frequently to turn the converfation to the traniadtions 
fiibfequent to the battle of Pavia, aiiibjed upon which the mar- 
quis always entered willingly and with paffion ; andMorond ob« 
ftrving hiereftntment to be uniform and violent, artfully point- 
f!d out and aggravated every circumftiance that could increaie its 
fory. He painted in theftrongeft colours the Emperor^swant of 
difcernment, as well as of gratitude, in preferring Lannoy to him, 
and in alk>wiiig that prefumptucms Fleming to difpofe of the 
captive King without confulting the man to whofe bravery and 
wifd<xn Charks was indited for the ^ory of having him in 
his powen Having warmed Wm by fuch difcourfes, he tlien 
began to infmuate that now was the time to be avenged for 
theie infults, and to acquire immortal renown as the deliverer 
of his country from the oppreflSon of ftrangers; that the ftatcs 
Vol. n. I i of 
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Book IV, of Italy, weary of the ignominious and intolerable dominion of 
^"T^z^ barbarians, were at laft ready to combine in order to vindifate 
their own independence;^ that their eyes were fixed on him 
as the only leader whofe genius and good fortune could; enfiire 
the happy fuccefs of that noble enterprize ; that the attempt was 
no lefs prafticable than glorious, it being in his power fo to dif- 
perfe the Spanifli infantry, the only body of the Emperor's 
troops in Italy, through the villages of the Milanefe, that, in^ 
one night, they might he deftroyed by the people, who^ having 
fuflFered much from their exactions and ihfolence, would gladly 
undertake this fervice ; that he might then, without oppofition, 
take pofleflion of the throne of Naples, the elevation deftined for 
him, and a reward not unworthy the reftorer of liberty to Italy;, 
that the Pope, of whom that kingdom held, and whofe pre— 
deceflbrs had difpofed of it on many former occafions, wouldl 
willingly grant him the right of inveftiture ; that the Venetians, 
the Florentines, the duke of Milan, to whom he had communi-^ 
Gated the fcheme, together with the French would be the guaran-- 
tees of his right ; that the Neapolitans would naturally prefer 
the government of one of their countrymen, whom they loved 
and admired, tp that odiousi domijiion of ftrangersi to Wihich> 
they had been fo long fubjefted ; and that the Emperor, afto- 
nifhed at a blow fo unexpeded, would find that he had neither 
troops nor money to refift fuch a powerful confederacy \ 

Pescara, amazed at the boldnefs and extent of the fcheme^ 
liftened attentively to Morone, but with the countenance of a* 

* Ouic. 1. xv\. 325. Jovii vita Davali, p. 417; Ocuv, dc Brantome, ivt 
1 ji. Rufcdli Lcttcrc dc Princ, ii, 91, Thuani Hift. lib«^ i.e. tu P. Hcutciw 
Rer. Auftr* lib. ix. c. 3. p. 207. 
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toan loft in profound and anxious thought. On the one hand, Book IV; 
the infamy of betraying his fovereign under whom he bore fuch 1525. 
high command, deterred him from the attempt ; on the other, B^'^ayw^ ^^^ 
the profpedt of obtaining a crown allured him to venture upon it. foncr by 
After continuing a fliort fpace in fufpenfe, the leaft commend- 
able motives, as is ufual after fuch deliberations, prevailed, and 
ambition triumphed over honour. In order, however, to throw 
a colour of decency on his condudi, he infifted that fome learned 
cafuifts (hould give their opinion, ** Whether it was lawful 
for a fubjefl: to take arms againft his immediate fovereign, 
in obecjience to the Lord Paramount of whom the kingdom 
itfelf was held." Such a refolution of the cafe, as he expe(9:ed, 
was fooii obtained from the divines and civilians both of Rome 
and Milan ; the negociation went forward ; and meafures (eemed 
to be taking with great ipirit for the fpeedy execution of the 
defign. 

Me ANWH I Lt Pefcara, either Ihocked at the treachery of the 
a£tion which he was going to commit, or defpairing of its fuc- 
cefs, began to entertain thoughts of abandoning the engagements 
he had come under. The indifpofition of Sforza, who hapj^ned 
at that time to be taken ill of a diftemper which was thought 
mortal, confirmed this refolution, and determined him to make 
known the whole coiifpiracy to the Emperor, deeming it more 
prudent to exped the ddtchy of Milan from him as the reward 
of diis difcovery, than to aim at a kingdom to be purchafed by 
a feries of crimes. This refolution, however, proved the. fource 
of adioiis fcarce lefs criminal and ignominious. The Emperor, 
who had already received full information concerning the con- 
fpiracy from other hands, feemed to be highly pleafed with 

lis Pefcara*s 
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Book IV. Pefcara's fidelity, and commanded bim to continue his intrigue^^ 
for foQue time with the Pope and Sforza^ both that he mighti 
difcover their intentions more fully, and be able to convid thenif 
of the crime with greater certainty. Fefcara^ confcious of guiltr 
as well as fenfible how fufpicious his long lilence muft have ap- 
peared at Madrid, durft not decline dut difhonourable office; and* 
to his eternal disgrace, was obliged to a£t the meaneft of all partSy. 
that of reducing with a purpofe to betray. Confidering the 
abilities of the perfoos with whom he had to deal, the part 
was fcarce lefs difficult, than ba&; but he a£ted it with fucb 
addrefs, as to deceive even the penetrating eye of Morone, who 
relying with full confidence on his fincerity, vifited him at 
Novara in order to put the laft hand to their machinations^ 
Pefcara received him in an apartment where Antonio de Ley v» 
was placed behind the tapeftry, that he might overhear and 
bear wifnefs to their converfation ; as Morone was returning 
homewards, that officer fuddenly appeared, and to his aftonifh- 
ment arrefled him prilbner in the Emperor 'fe name. He was con- 
duced to the caftle of Pavia; and Pe£cara> who had fo lately been' 
his accomplice, had now the afTurance to interrogate him as his^ 
judge. At the fame time, the Emperor declared Sforza to have 
forfeited all right to the dutchy of Milan, by bis engaging im 
a confpiracy againfl the fovereign of whom he held; Pefcara*. 
by his command, feized on every place in the Milanese, except 
the caflles of Cremona and Milan> which the unfortunate duke 
attempting to defend, were dofely blockaded by the Imperial 
troops % 

« Guic. 1. xvi. 3^9. Jovii Hift. 5x9. C^clla^Jib. v. f . 2sa 
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BtJT though this uhfuccefsful confpiracy, inftead of ftripping Book IV;. 
the Emperor of what he already poflefled in Italy, contributed to Z\^^ ^ ^ 
extend his dominions in that country, it fliewed him the neccf- The rigoroa* 

treatmeDt oF 

fity of coming to fome agreement with the French King, unlefs Francis ia 
te would draw on himfelf a confederacy of all Europe, which ^^ 
the progrefe of his arms, and his boundlefs and undifguifed 
ambition, filled with general alatm. He had not hitherto 
treated Francis with the generofity which that monarch ex- 
peQed, and fcarce with the decency due to his ftation. Inftead of 
difplayiilg the fentiments becoming a great Prince, he feems to 
have a£ked with the raercetiary art of a corfair, who by the rigo* 
lOus ufage of his prifoners, endeavours to draw from them an 
high price for their ranfom- The captive King Wiw confined in 
an old caftle,. under ^ keeper whofe formal aufterity of manners 
rendered his vigilance ftill more difguftful. He was allowed 
no exercife but that of t4dingon a mule^ furrounded with armed 
guards on horfeback. Charles, on pretence of its being necef- 
lary to attefid the Cortes aflembled in Toledo, had gone to refide- 
» in that city, and fuffiered feveral weeks to ekpfe without vifiting 
Francis, though he fbllidrfed an interview with the moft preffing^ 
and fubmi^ve importunity. So many indignities mnde al 
deep impieffiocr on an h4gh^%irited Prince; he begai^ to k>fe 
all relifh for his ufiial amufements; his natural gaiety of tenip&r EBdangcrihit 
forfook him ; and after languifhing for fome time, he was feized 
witb a daHgeW)U8 fevet, during the violence of which he com- 
plained cdnftaatly of the imexfpeSeda«d unprinccly rigour with 
which he had been treated, often^ exclaiming, that now the 
£mperor would have the fetisfadion of his dying inhisr handfiy 
without having once deigned to fee his face. The phyficians, 
atlaft, defpaired of his life, and inforiBacd tbe E»pe3?or that they 
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Book IV, law no hope of his recovery, unlefs he were gratified with 
^ __^ -^ regard to that point on which he feemed to be fo ftrongly bent 
Charles, foUicitous to preferve a life, with which all his profpeds 
of farther advantage from the vidlory at Pavia muft have termi- 
nated, immediately conful ted his minifters concerning the courfe 
to be taken. In vain did the chancellor Gattinara, the moft 
able among them, reprefent to him the indecency of his vifiting 
Francis, if he did not intend to fet him at liberty immediately 
upon equal terms ; in vain did he point out the infamy to which 
he would be expofed, if motives of avarice or ambition (hould 
prevail on him to give the captive Monarch this mark of atten- 
tion and fympathy, for which humanity and generofity had 
pleaded fo long without efFeft. The Emperor, lefs delicate, or 
lefs foUicitous about reputation than his minifter, fet out for 
Sept. 28. Madrid to vifit his prifoner. The interview was fliort ; Francis 
Ste hinT^^*^ being too weak to bear a long converfation. Charles accofted him 
in terms full of afFedion and refpeft, and gave him fuch promifes 
of fpeedy deliverance and princely treatment, as would have 
reflefted the greateft honour upon him, if they had flowed from 
another fource. Francis grafped at them with the eagernefs 
natmral in his fituation ; and cheared with this gleam of hope 
began to revive from that moment, and foon recovered his wonted 
health ^ 

The conftable ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ mortification to find, that his confidence 

^©[^"m ' ^^ *^ Emperor was not better founded than formerly. 

drid* Charles returned inftantly to Toledo; all negociations were 

carried on by his minifters ; and Francis was kept in as ftri^ 

' Guic 1. xf i. 339. Saadov. Hift, i. 665* 
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cuftody as ever. A new indignity, and that very galling, was Book IVl 

added to all thefe he had already fuffered. Bourbon arriving in ~ ,.;^ ~^ 

Spain about this time, Charies, who had fb long rcfufed to vifit 

the King, received his rebellious fubjedl with the moft ftudied 

refpedt. He met him without the gates of Toledo, embraced No?. !$«. 

him with thcgreateftaffedlion, and placing htm on his left hand, 

conducted him to his apartment. Thefe marks of honour to 

him, were fo many infults to the unfortunate Monarch; which 

he felt in a very fenfible manner. It afforded him fome confo- 

lation, however, to obferve that the fentiments of the Spaniards 

differed widely from thofe of their fovereign. That generous 

people detefled Bourbon's crime; and notwithftanding his great 

talents and important fervices, they fhunned all intercourfe with 

him to fuch a degree, that Charles having defired the marquij 

de Villena to permit Bourbon to refide in his palace while the 

court remained in Toledo, he politely replied, ** That he could 

not refufe gratifying the Emperor in that requeft;'* but added 

with a Caflilian dignity of mind, ^^ that he muft not be furprized 

if the moment the Conftable departed, he £hould burn to the 

ground a houfe, which having been polluted by the prefenceof a 

traitor^ became an umfit habitation for a man of honour %** 

The Emperor himfelf, neverthelefs, feemed to have it much at Appointed 
heart to reward Bourbon's fervices in a fiGrnal manner. But as gcn«"Jp^t^« 

" ^ ImperiaianBjK 

Bourbon infifled, in the firfl place, on theaccomplifhment ofhis in Italy^ 
promife of giving him in maniage his fifter Eleanora, Queen 
dowager of Portugal, the honour of which alliance had been ona 
of his chief inducements to rebel againft his lawful fovereign ; aa 
Francis, in order to prevent fuch a dangerous union, had. offered, 

• Guic. L xvi. 335; 

before 
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tBooK IV. before he left Italy, to many that Princefe; and as Eleanort 
herfelf difcovered an inclination rather to match with a powerful 
Monarch, than with his exiled fubjed: ; all thefe interfering cir- 
cumftances created great embarafTment to Oharles, and left him 
fcarce any hope of extricating himfelf with decency. But the 

December. death of Pefcara, who at the age of thirty-fix, left behind him 
the reputation of being one of the greateft generals and ableft 
politicians of that century, happened opportunely at this juniShire 
for his relief. By that event, the command of the army in Italy 
became vacant, and Charles, always fertile in refourccs, per- 
fuaded Bourbon, who was in no condition to difpute his will, 
to accept the oflfice of general in chief there, together with a grant 
of the dutchy of Milan forfeited by Sforza^ and in return for 
thefe to relinquifh all hopes of marrying the Queen of Portugal \ 



Negodatkms 
for procuriog 
Frands's 
4iberqr. 



The chief obftacle that Hood in the way of Francises liberty 
was the Emperor*s inlifting fo peremptorily on thereftitution of 
Burgundy, as a prelhninary to that event. Francis of ten declared 
that he would never confent to difmember hb kingdom; and 
that even if he fhould fo far forget the duties of a Monarch as 
to come to fuch a rcfolution, the fundamental laws of the king^ 
•dom would prevent its taking cffcGt. On his part, he was wil- 
ling to make an abfolute ceffion to the Emperor of all his pre- 
tenfions in Italy and the Low-G)untries ; he promifed to reftore 
Bourbon all his lands which had been confifcated ; he renewed his 
propofal of marrying the Emperor's fifter, the Queen dowager 
of Portugal ; and engaged to pay a great fum by way of ranfom 
for his own pqrfon. But all mutual efteem and confidence be- 
.tween the two monarchs were now entirely loft; there appearedt 



^ &uidov. Hift i. 676* Oeuv. de Branjt. tv. 249. 
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t>n tlie one hand, a rapacious ambition labouring to avail itfelf Book IV» 
of every favourable circumftance ; on the other, fufpicion and ^ '~ ^ 
refentment, (landing perpetually on their guard; fo that the 
profpe£t of bringing their negociations to an iflue, fcemed to be 
far diftant^ The dutchefs of Alencon, the French King's fiftcr, 
whom Charles permitted to vifit her brother in his confinement^ 
employed all her addrefs, in order to procure his liberty on more > 

reafonable terms : Henry of England interpofed his good offices J^"^.'' '** 
to the fame purpofe ; but both with fo little Aiccefs, that Francis folvei to re- 
in defpair took fuddenly the refolution of refigning his crown **" "*^ 
with all its rights and prerogatives to his fon the Dauphin, 
•determining rather to end his days in prifon, than to purchafc 
his freedom by conceffions unworthy of a King. The dctd 
for this purpofe he figncd with legal formality at Madrid, 
empowering his fiftcr to carry it into France that it might be 
regiftcred in all the parliaments of the kingdom ; and at the 
fame time intimating his intention to the Emperor, he defired 
him to name the place of his confinement, and to aflign him a 
proper number of attendants during the remainder of his days *• 

This refolution of the French King had great effcd; Charles chariei 
began to be fcnfiblc, that by pufhing rigour to cxcefs, he might *^*™*^* 
defeat his own meafures, and inftead of the vail advantages he 
hoped to draw from ranfoming a powerful Monarch, he might 
at laft find in his hands a Prince without dominions or revenues. 
About the fame time, one of the King of Navarre*s domeftics 
happened by an extraordinary exertion of fidelity, courage and 
addrefs, to procure his mafter an opportunity of cfcaping from 
the prifon in which he had been confined ever fince the battle of 

s This paper is publUbed in Memoircs Hi(lorA[ue«9 &c. par M. T Abbe 
Raynal, torn. ii. p. 151. 
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Book IV, Paviar This convinced the Emperor^ that the moft vigilant atten- 
^^^7525?^ ^^^^ of Ills officers might be eluded by the ingenuity or boldnefs 
of Francis, or his attendants, and one Unlucky hour might 
deprive him of all the advantages vrhich he had been fo foUicitous 
to obtain. By thefe confiderations, he was induced to abate fome- 
what of his former demands* On the other hand, Francises im- 
patience under confinement daily increafed ; and having received 
certain intelligence of a powrerful league forming againil his rival 
in Italy, he grew more compliant with regard to conceffions, 
trufting, that if he could once obtain his liberty, he would foon 
be in a condition to refume whatever he had yielded. 

Treaty of A-s thcfc wcrc the views and fentiments of the two Monarchs,. 

Madrid. 

the treaty which procured Francis his liberty was figned at Madrid 
on the fourteenth of January, one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-fix. The article with regard to Burgundy, which had 
hitherto created the greatefl: difiiculty, was compromifed, Francis 
engaging to reftore that dutchy with all its dependencies in full 
fovereignty to the Emperor ; and Charles confenting that this 
reditu tion fhould not be made till the King was fet at liberty;, 
in order to fecure the performance of this, as well as the other 
conditions in the treaty, Francis agreed that at the fame inftant 
he himfelf was releafed, he would deliver as hoftages to the Em- 
peror, his eldcft fbn the Dauphin, his fecond fon the duke of 
Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, twelve of his principal nobi- 
lity, to be named by Charles. The other articles fwelled to a- 
great number, and tho' not of fuch importance, were extremely 
rigorous. Among thefe the moft remarkable were, that Francis 
fliould renounce all his pretenfions in Italy; that he fhould 
difclaiin any title which he had to the fovereignty of Flanders 
and Artois j that within fix weeks after his releafe, he fhould- 

8 reftore 
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rcftore tO:Bourbon and his adherents, all their goods, moveable Bopx IV» 
and immoveable, and make them full reparation for the damages ^"""TTibT^ 
they had fuftained by the confifcation of them; that he fliould 
ufe his intereft with Henry D'Albret to relinquifli his preten- 
fions to the crown of Navarre, and fhould not for the future 
affift him in any attempt to recover it ; that there (hould be efta- 
blifhed between the Emperor and Francis a league of perpetual 
friendfhip and confederacy, with a promife of mutual ;afliftance 
in every cafe of neceffity. That in corroboration of this union, 
Francis fhould marry the Emperor's filler, the Queen Dowager of 
Portugal ; that Francis fliould caufeall the articles of this treaty 
to be ratified by the States, and regiftered in the Parliaments of 
his kingdom; that upon the Emperor's receiving this ratifica- 
tion, the hoftages fliould be fet at liberty ; but in their place, the 
duke of Angouleme, the King's third fon, fliould be delivered to 
Charles, that in order to manifeft, as well as to ftrengthen the 
amity between the two Monarchs, he might be educated at the 
Imperial court; and that if Francis did not, within the time 
limited, fulfil the ftipulations in the treaty, he fliould promife, 
upon his honour and oath, to return into Spain, and tofurrender 
Ijimfelf again a prifoner to the Emperor**. 

By this treaty, Charles flattered himfelf that he had not only Sentiments <jf 

that sLoc wffh 

dFcdlually humbled his rival, but that he had taken fuch pre- rcfpcatoiu 
catitibiis as would for ever prevent his re-attaining any 
formidable degree of power. The opinbn, which the wifefl: 
politicians formed concerning it, was very, difi^ercnt ; they could 
not perfuadethemfelves that Francis, after obtaining his liberty, 
would execute ^thefe articles againfl; which he had ftrugglcd fo 

*• Rccucil des Trait, torn. ii. 112. Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 102, &c. 

K k 2 long, 
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Book IV. long, and to which even amidft the horrors of captivity he bad 
^ is'26 ^ confented with fuch reluGance. Acabition and refentment, they 
knew, would confpire in prompting him to violate the hard con- 
ditions to which he had been conftrained to fubmit ; nor would 
arguments and cafuiftry be wanting to reprefent that which was 
fo manifeftly advantageous, to be neceflary and juft. If one 
part of Francis's condudl had been known, at that time, this 
opinion might have been founded, not in conje£lure, but in cer- 
^^"rotcftr^^" tainty. A few hours before he figned the treaty, he affembled 
againfl ihr fuch of his. couufcUors as Were then in Madrid, and having 

validity of it. ^ 

exaded from them a folemn oath of fecrecy, he made a long 
enumeration in their prefence of all the dishonourable arts,, as 
well a^ unprincely rigour, which the Eragperor had employed in 
order to enfnare or intimidate him. For that reafon, he took 
a formal proteft in the hands of notaries, that his confent to the 
treaty ihould be confidered as an involuntary deed, and be deemed 
null and void*. By this difmgenuous artifice, for which even 
the treatment he had met with was no apology, Francis endea- 
voured to iatisfy his honour and confcience in figning the treaty^ 
and to provide at the fame time a pretext on which to break it. 

Meanwhile, great were the outward demonftrations of 
love and confidence between the two Monarchs^ they appeared 
often together in publick; they frequently had long conferences 
in private; they travelled in the lame litter, and joined in the 
fame amufements. But amidft thefe (igns of peace and friend* 
Ihip, the Emperor ftill harboured fufpicion in his mind. Though 
the ceremonies of the marriage between Francis and the Queen 
of Portugal were performed foon after the conclufion of the 
treaty, Charles would not permit him to confummate it until 

^ Recaeil des Trait, torn. ii. p. 107. 

the 
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the return of the ratification from France. Even then Francis Book IV. 
was not allowed to be at full liberty ; his guards were flill con- * ^"'7-26?***' 
tinned ; and while he was careffed as a brother-in-law, he was 
ftill watched like a prifoner; and it was obvious to attentive 
obfervers, that an union, in the very beginning of which there 
might be difcerned fuch fymptoms of jealoufy and dillruft, could 
not be cordial, or of long continuance "". 

About a month after the figning of the treaty, the Regent's Ratified Ia 
ratification of it was brought from France ; and that wife Prin- ^"^^' 
cefs, preferring, on this occafion, the publick good to domeftick 
aflfedion, informed her fon, that inftead of the twelve noblemen 
named in the treaty, fhe had fent die duke of Orleans along 
with his brother the Dauphin to the frontier, as the kingdom 
could fufFer nothing by the abfence of a child, but muft be left 
almoft incapable of defence, if deprived of its ableft ftatefmen, and 
moft experienced generals, whom Charles had artfully included 
in his nomination. At laft Francis took leave of the Emperor, prancis fctat 
whofe fufpicion of the King's fmcerity increafing, as the time I'^eny. 
of putting it to the proof approached, he endeavoured to bind 
him ftill fafter by exacting new promifes, which after thofe he 
had already made, the French Monarch was not flow to grant. 
He fet out from Madrid, a place which the remembrance of 
many afBiding circumftances rendered peculiarly odious to 
him, with the joy natural on fuch an occafion, and began the 
long-wifhed-for journey towards his own dominions. He was 
cfcorted by a body of horfe under the command of Alarcon, who, 
as the King drew near the frontiers of France, guarded him 
with more fcrupulous exadlnefs than ever. When he arrived 
at the river Andaye, which feparates' the two kingdoms, Lautrec 

^ Guic. 1. i6. 353.^ 
•^ , appeared 
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Book IV, appeared on the oppofite bank with a guard of horfe equal in 
^"^^7^ — ' number to Alarcon's. An empty bark was moored in the middle 
of the ftream ; the attendants drew up in order on the oppofite 
banks ; at the fame inftant, Lannoy with eight gentlemen put 
off from the Spanifh, and Lautrec with the fame number from 
the French fide of the river ; the former had the King in his 
boat ; the latter, the Dauphin and duke of Orleans ; they met 
in the empty veffel; the exchange was made in a moment; 
Francis, after a fliort embrace to his children, leaped into Lau- 
trec's boat, and reached the French fhore. He mounted that 
inftant a Turkifli horfe, waved his hand over his head, and with 
a joyful voice crying aloud feveral times, *' I am yet a King,'* 
galloped full fpeed to St. John de Luz, and from thence to 
Bayonne. This event, no lefs impatiently defired by the 
French nation than by their Monarch, happened on the eigh- 
teenth of March, a year and twenty-two days after the fatal 
battle of Pavia \ 

The Empe- SooN after the Emperor had taken leave ofFrancis, and permitted 

^ihlj^Mh him to begin his journey towards his oWn dominions, he fetout 

of Portugal. £^j. ggyiii^^ [^ order to folemnize his marriage with Ifabella, the 

daughter of Emanuel, the late King of Portugal, and the fifter 

of John TIL who had fucceeded him in the throne of that king- 

tlom. Ifabella was a princefs of uncommon bearuty and accom- 

' plifliments ; and as the Cortes both in Caftile and Aragon had 

watmly folicited their fovereign to marry, the choice of a wife 

fo nearly allied to the royal blood of both kingdoms, was 

extremely acceptable to his fubjefts. The Portuguefe, fond of 

this new connexion with the firft Monarch in Chriftendom, 

granted him an extraordinary dowry with Ifabella, amounting 

' Sandov. Hift. i. 735. Guic. 1. 16. 355. 

to 
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to nine hundred thoufand crowns, a fum, which, in the Book IV- 
fituadon of his affairs at that juhdiure, wa6 of no fmall confe* ^~ 7^ 
quence to the Emperor. The marriage was celebrated with that Ma.ch 12. 
fplendour and gaiety, which became a great and youthful Prince. 
Charles lived with Ifabella in perfed harmony, and treated her. 
on all occafions w^ith much diftindtion and regard °. 

During thefe tranfadions, Charles could fcarce give any 
attention to the aflFairs of Germany, though it was torn in pieces Germany^ 
by commotions, which threatened the moft dangerous confe- 
quences. The feudal inftitutions ftill fubfifted almoft unimpaired 
in the Empire. The property of lands was veftedin the Princes, 
and free-barons. Their vaffals held of them by the ftridleft and . ^ . - 

' Gncva'-ces of. 

moft limited tenures-; while the great body of the people was kept the pcafanu^ 
in a ftate but little removed from abfolute fer vitude. In feme places - 
of Germany, peopleof the loweft clafs were fo entirely in the power 
of their matters, as to befubje£l to perfonaland domeftic flavery, 
the moft rigorous form of that wretched ftate. In other provinces, . 
particularly in Bohemia and Lufatia, the peafants were bound 
to remain on the lands to which they belonged, and making part 
of the eftate, were transferred like any other property from one 
hand to* another. Even in Suabia, and the countries on the 
banks of the Rhine, where their condition was moft tolerable,, 
the peafants not only paid the full rent of their farms to the 
landlord ; but if they chofe either to change the place of their, 
abode, or to follow a new profeflion, they were obliged to pur- 
chafe this privilege at a certain price. Befides thisy all grants of 
lands to peafants expired at their death, without defccnding to 
their pofterity. Upon that event, the landlord had a right to the 

^ Ulloa Vita di Carlo V. p. 106. Belcanus Cooi. Rer. Gallic, p. 565. 
Spalatinus ap. Struv. Corp. Hift. Germ. ii. 108 1« 

befl: 
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Book IV. bcft of tljeir cattle, and of their furniture; and their heirs, hi 
" '5 ~^ order to obtain a renewal of the grant, were obliged to pay 
large fuins by way of fine. Thefe exactions, though grievoud, 
were born with patience, becaufe they were cuftomary and 
ancient : , But when the progrefs of elegance and luxury, as well 
as jhe (phanges introduced into the art of war cahie to increafe 
the expence of government, and made it neceflary for Princes to 
lev^ occafional or ftated taxes on their fubjedts, fuch impofitions 
beixig new, appeared intolerable ; and in Germany, thefe duties 
being laid chiefly upon beer, wine, and other neceflaries of 
life, ^ffecied the common people in the moft fenfible manner. 
The addition of fuch a load to their former burdens, drove them 
to dcfpair. It was to the valpur infpired by refentment againfl: 
impofitions of this kind, that the Swifs owed the acquifition of 
their liberty in the fourteenth century. The fame caufe had 
excited the pealants in fevcral other provinces of Germany to 
rebel againfl: their fuperiors towards the end of the fifteenth and 
beginning of the fixteenth centuries; and though thefe infur- 
reilions were not attended with like fuccefs, they could not 
however be quelled without much difliculty and bloodflied". 

Tbcirinfur- By thefe checks, the fpirit of the peafants wis overawed 
Sttibia. rather than fubdued ; and their grievances multiplying conti- 

nually, they ran to arms, this year, with the mofl: frantic rage. 
Their firft appearance was near Ulm in Suabia. The peafants 
in the adjacent country flocked to their ftandard with the ardour ' 
and impatience natural to men, who having groaned long under 
oppreflion, beheld at laft fome profpeft of deliverance ; and the 
contagion fpreading from province to province, reached almoft 

* Seckend, lib. ii. p. 2. 6, 

every 
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every part of Germany. Wherever they came, they plundered Book IV. 
the monafteries; wafted the lands of their fuperiors; razed their ^ t ji^, ^ 
caftles ; and maflacred without mercy all perfons of noble birth 
who were fo unhappy as to fall into their hands ". Having inti*- 
midated their oppreflbrs, as they imagined, by the violence of 
thefe proceedings, they began to coniider what would be the 
moft proper and effedlual method of fecuring themfelves for the 
future firom their tyrannical exadions. With this vieWi they 
drew up and publiihed a memorial) containing all their demand*; 
and declared that while arms were in their hands, they would 
either perfuade or oblige the nobles to give them full fatisfadlion 
-with regard to thefe. The chief articles were, that they might 
have liberty to chufe their own paftors; that they might be 
fireed from xh% payment of all tythes but thofe of com ; that they 
might no longer beconfidered as the flaves or bondmen of their 
fuperiors; that the liberty of hunting and fifhing might be 
common ; that the great forefts might not be regarded as private 
property, but be open for the ufe of all ; that they might be deli- 
vered from the unufual burden of taxes under which they 
laboured; that the adminifhration of juftice might be rendered 
lefs rigorous and more impartial ; that the encroachments of the 
nobles upon meadows and commons might be reftrained^ 

Many of thefe demands were extremely reafonable; and QueUed^ 
bdng urged by fuch formidable numbers, might have met with 
fome redrefs. But thofe vaft unwieldy bodies, aflembled^in dif« 
ferent places, had neither union, nor condud, nor vigour* 
They were led by perfons of the loweft rank without fkill in war^ 

Petr. Crinitus dc BcUo Rufticano. ap. Freher. Script. Rer. Gctm. Argent. 
1717. vol. iii. p. 243. * Sleid.Hi(t p. 90. 
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Book IV. or knowledge of what was neceflary for accomplifhiog their 
^•^'^*^^""**^ deCgns; and. all their e^cploits were diftinguifhed only by a 
brutal and unmeaning fury. To oppofe this, the pfinces and 
nobles qf Suabia .and the Lower Rhine raifed therr^ vaflals, and 
attacking ibme of the mutineers with open force, and others by 
fMrprize, cut to pieces, or difperfed all who infefted thofe pro- 
vinces; fo that the peafants, after ruining the open country, and 
lofing upwards of twenty thoufand of their aflbciates in the 
field, were obliged to return to their habitations with Je(s hopp 
;than ever of relief from their grievances ^^ 

Their infur- These cpmmotiop? ^vappencd at ^^ in provinces of Gei:^ 
TL\^ligh. iP^y vrherp X.uther!s opinions Jiad made little progre^;. and 
being e^^cited wildly by political. caufe§, h^d no connection with 
the difputed points in religion. But the firenzy reaching at IsJ^ 
thofe countries in which the Reformation was eftablifhed^ 
4ierived new ftrength from circuoaflances peculiar to them, an^ 
jrofe to a ftill greater pitch of extravagance. The Reformation, 
wherever it was received, increafed that bold and innovating 
fpirit to which it owed its birth. Men who had the courage to* 
overturn a fyftem fupported by every thing which can command 
refpeS or reverence, wjere not to be overawed by any axithority, 
however great or venerable. After having been accuftomed ta 
confider themielves as judges of the m^ft im^pi^rtant dodprines^ 
in religion, to exapiine the£e freely, and to rejed:, without fcruple^ 
what appeared to them erroneous, it was natural for.them to tura 
the fame daring and inquifitive eye towards goirernment, and to> 
think of reflifying whatever dilbrders orimperfedlions were diC- 

p Seckend. lib. ii. p. 10. Petr. Gnodalius dc Ruftkanoruoi Tuniultu in Ger- 
mania ap. Scard. Script, vol. ii. p. 131, ice. 

covered 
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tdVered there. And a^ religious abufes had betn reformed ih Book IV. 
fevcral places withotit ihe pefmiflion df the magiftratc, it wsis an ^" JTza"*^ 
€afy tranfition to attempt the redrefs of political grievances in the 
fame manner. 

. No fooner, then, did the fpirit of revolt treak out in Thu-^ More formi* 
ringia, a province fiibjed: to the £le<9:or of Saxony, the ihlia!)i- * ** 
^nts of which were moftly converts to Lutheranifni, than it 
afluihed a new and more dangerous form. Thomas Muricer, 
one of Luther's difciples, having eftablifhed himfelf ih that 
country, had acquired a wonderful afcendarit over the 
minds of thejpeople. He propagated attibrig theih the wildeft 
and mott entliufiaftic notions, but fuch a^ tended manifeftly to 
infpire thetri writh boldnefs, anrflead thetn to feditfon. "Luther, 
he tipld them, had dohemore hitrt than fervice to reKgton. He Tfceir Ana- 
hid iftdtecd r^fctied the church from tfce yxjfee dETopeffj but hii ^'^ ^^^* 
doftrines encolirag^d, and his life ftt att «am^le of the utftioft 
ficentioufnefs of manners. In of der to avoid vice, fays he, men 
muft pradife perpetual mordficatioh. They muft put oil a gravd 
countenance, fp^at little, wear a plain garb, and be ferioiis in 
their whole deportment. Such ki prepare their hearts in this 
mariner, may expert that the fupreme Being will -diredJ: all 
their fteps, and by fome vifible fign difcover his will to them} 
if that illumination be at any time with-held) we may e^cpoftu^ 
late with the Almighty, wh6 deals with lis fo harflily,'arid i^emind 
him of his promifes. This expoftulation and anger vnll be highly 
acceptable to God, and will at laft prevail on him to guide us 
with the fame unerring hand that conducted the patriarchs of 
old. Let us beware, however, of offending him by our arro* 
gance ; but as all men are equal in his eye, let them return to 
that condition of equality in which he formed theipi and having 

L 1 « all 
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Book IV. all things in common^ let them live t<>gether like brethren^ 
"^icle.^ without any marks of fubordination or pre-eminence ^*' 

Extravagant as thefc tenets were, they flattered fo many 
palEons in the human heart, as to make a deep impreflion. To 
' • aim at nothing more than abridging the power of the nobles 
was now confidered as a trifling and partial reformation, 
not worth the contending for; it was propofed to level every 
diflindion among mankind, and by abolifhing property, to 
reduce them to their natural fiate of equality, in which all 
ihould receive their fubiiflence from one common flock. Muncer 
aflured them, that the defign was approved of by heaven, 
and that the Almighty had in a dream afeertained him of its 

-•^ccefs. The peaiaius fet about the execution of it, not <mly 
with the rage which animated tliofe of their order in other 
parts of Oennany, but with the ardour that enthufiafin infpires. 
They depofed the magiftrates in all the cities of which they 
wtre maflers; feized the lands of the nobles; and obliged fuch 
6f them as they got into their hands, to put on the drefs 
commonly worn' by peaiants, and xnftead of their former 
titlesi to be fatiisfied widi the appdhtion given to people in 

• the loweft dafs of life. Vaft numbers ^^ged in this wild, 
undertaking; but Muncer, that leader and their prophet, was 
deftitute of the abilities neceflary for conducting it. He had 
all the extravagajnce, biit not the cbiu^ge^ which enthufisib 
ufualfy pofiefs. It wias with difficulty he hovld be perfuaded to 
t^e the field; and though he foon drew together eight thou- 
fiind men, he filiffeted himfelf to be - fufroiinded by a body of 
cavalry under the command of the ^eCto* of Sastxmy, the Land- 
gr^Te of Keflex and Dnkeof Brunfwick. Thefe Princes^ unwil* 

« Seckcod. lib. ii. p. 13. Sleid. Hiff. p. 83. 
I ling 
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ling to (bed the blood of theu: deluded fubjeds, fent a young Book IV« 
nobleman to their camp, vrtth the oflFer of a general piBffdon, if '^ "^^^ 
they would immediately lay down their arms, and deliver up 
the authors of the fedition. Muncer, alarmed at this, began to 
harangue them with his ufual vehemence, exhorting them not 
to truft thefe deceitful promi&s of their opprcffors, nor to defert 
the caufe of God, and of C3iriftian liberty. ^ 



But the fenfe of prefent danger made a deeper impreffioQ on Petfiytnto^ 
die peaiants than his eloquence, and confuibn and terror were 
vifible in every fiice^ when a rainbow^ whidbi was die emblem 
the mutineers had painted on their colours, happening to appear 
tA the clouds, Muncer, with admirable prefence of mind, laid 
hold of that inci^nt, and fuddei^y raifing his eyes and hands 
towards heaven, '^ Behold,'' cries tie,, widi an elevated voi««, 
^^ the fign which God has giyeiL There Is die pledge of your 
. «^ iafety , and a token that the wicked (hall be deftroyed.'' The 
fanatical. multitude fet up tnftantly a great fliout, as if vidory 
lad been^ certain ; and pafling ia a . moment from one extreme 
: to another, mur^ed the unfortunate nobleman who had come 
with the offer of pardon, and demanded to be led towards the 
enemy. The Princes enraged at this ihocking violation of the 
. laws of war, prevented them by b^inning the attack ; but the hbf is* 
behayiour of the peaiants in the combat was not fuch as. might 
h»ve been expend either from their ferocity or confidence ,of 
fueceis ; an undifciplined rabble was no equal match fqr well- 
trained troops ; above five thouiand were flain in the field, 
,almoft without making refiftance; the reft fle^, and among the 
foremoft Muncer, their: general. He was takea nesft day, and 
being condemned to fuch puniihments as his Crimea had 

deferved. 



262 THE REiGN OF THtE 



Book IV. deferved, he fuffered them wkh a paot and daft^tdly f^flrit. Uh 

^^TTzT"^ ^^^^^ P^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ *^^ itilufteaSotid of the peafantg t^rhlth had 

filled Germany with fuch terror ' ; but the enthufiaftic notions 

which he had fcattered were not extirpated, and produced, not 

long after, effeds more memorable, as well as more extravagant. 

Luther's mo- DuR I N G thefe commotions, Luther afted with exemplary pru- 
prudcHtcon- dence and moderation; like a common parent, folicitous about 
^"^' the welfare of both* parties, without fparing the faultd or errors 

rf cither. On the one hand, he addrefTed a monitory difcourfe 
to the nobles, exhorting them to treat their dependants with 
greater humanity and indulgence. On the other, he fcverely 
nnfured the feditious fpirit of the peafants, adviling them not to 
murmur at hardfhips infeparable from their condition, nor to 
feek for redrcfs by any but legal means \ 

Lu T HE R*s famous marriage with Catharine a Boria, a nun of 
a noble family, who having thrown off the veil, had fled from the 
cloifter, happened this year, and was far from meeting with the 
fame approbation. Even his moft devoted followers thought this 
indecent at a time when his country was involved in fo many 
calamities ; while his enemies neVer mentioned it with any fofter 
appellation thai> that of inceftuous or profane. Luther himfelf 
was fenfible of the impreflion it had made to his difadvantage; 
but being fatisfied with his own condudl, he bore the cenfure of 
his friends, and the reproaches of his adverfaries, with his ufuai 
fortitude \ 

' Sleid. Hift. p. 84. Seckend. lib. ii. p. I2. Onodalius Tumult. Ruftican. 
155. • Slcid. Hift. p. 87. * Weekend, lib. ii. p. 15. 

nb This 
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This year th? Reformation loft its fir ft protedior, Frederick, Book IV, 
Eledor of Saxony ; but the blow wa§ the lefs fenfibly felt, as he iTi6. ^ 

was fucceeded by his brother John, a more avowed and zealous, May 5. 
though lefs able patron of Luther and his dodlrines. 



Another event happened about the fame time, which, as it prafliawrcftcd 
ocqifioned a confiderable change in the.ftate of Germany, muft ^^Ttonic 
he traced back to its fource. While the frenzy of the Crufades ^^^^'* 
poffeffed all Europe during the twelfth and thirteenth centu- 
ries, fev^eral orders of religious knighthood were founded in 
jdefence of the £!hnAiaji faith againft Heathens and Iafidel$. 
Amoi^g thefe the Teutonic order in Germany w^ one of thie 
xnoft illuftrious, the knights of which diftingylO\ed themfelves 
gireatly in all the ynXd entexp^rizes csi^iied oj^ in the Holy LanfA. 
^eing driven at laft from their {ettleoaents ii;i the eaft, they were 
obliged to return to their native country. Their zeal, and valour, 
were too impetuous to remain long inadive. They invaded, 
on very flight pretences, the province of PruflGa, the inhabftants 
of which were ftill idolaters ; and having completed the conqueft 
of it about the middle of the thirteenth century, held it many 
years as a fief depending on the crown of Poland. Fierce contefts 
arofe during this period, between the grand mafjers qf the order, 
and the Kings of Poland ; the former ftruggling for indepen-- 
dence, while the latter aflfertcd their right of fovereignty with 
great firmnefs. Albert^ a Prince of this houfe of Br^dJenb^rgh, 
who was ele<3:e4 grapd matter in thp year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and eleven, engaging keenly in this quarrel, njaintained a 
long war with 5igifiuund, King of Poland j but having be- 
come an early convert to Luther's dodrines, this gradually 
leffened his zeal for the interefts of his fraternity, fo that he 

took 
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Book IV. took the opportunity of the confufions in the Empire, and the 
'" rfz6. ^ abfence of the Emperor, to conclude a treaty with Sigifmund, 
greatly to hid private emolument. By it, that part of Pruflia 
which belonged to the Teutonic order, was ereded into a fecular 
and hereditary dutchy, and the inveftiture of it granted to Albert, 
who, in return, bound himfelf to do homage for it to the Kings 
of Poland as their vaiTal. Immediately after this, he made pub- 
lick profeffion of the reformed religion, and married a Princefs 
of Denmark. The Teutonic knights exclaimed fo loudly againft 
the treachery of their grand maftert that he was put under the 
ban of the Empire; but he (till kept pofiefiion of the province 
he had ufurped, and tranfmitted it to his pofterity. In procefs 
of time this rich inheritance fell to the de&oral branch of the 
family, all dependance on the crown of Poland was ihaken off, 
and the Margraves of Brandenbur^h, having affumed the title of 
Kings of Pruflia, have not only rifen to an equality with the firft 
Princes in Germany, but take their rank among the great 
Monarchs of Europe '• 

Ptrftm^urM Upon the rctum of the French King to his dominions, the 
King upon eyes of all the powers in Europe were fixed upon him, that by 
FrtnoT" ^ obferving his firft motions, they might form a judgment concern- 
ing his (UbfequentcondudL They were not held long in fufpence. 
Francis, as foon as he arrived at Bayonne, wrote to the King of 
England, thanking him for his zealous and afiedionate interpo- 
fition in his favour, to which he acknowledged that he owed the 
recovery of his liberty. Next day the Emperor's ambafladors 
demanded audience, and in their matter's name, required him 

> Sldd. Htft. p. 98. Pfiefel Abregc dc Thift. de Droit Publ. p. 605, &c. 

to 
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to iflue fuch orders as were neceltary for carrying the treaty of Book IV. 
Madrid into immediate and full execution; he coldly anfweredj jj^g. 
that though for his own part he dejtermined relijgioufly to 
perform all he had ()romifed, the treaty contained fo many 
articles relative not to himfelf alone, but afFe<fling the interefts 
of the French monarchy, that he could not take any farther 
ftep without confulting the States of his kingdom, and that 
fome time would be neceflary in order to reconcile their minds 
to the hard conditions which he had cbnfented to ratify '• 
This reply was confidered as no obfcute difcovery.of his being 
refolved to elude the treaty; and the compliment paid to Henry,^ 
appeared a very proper ftep towards fecuring the afliftance c£ 
that Monarch in the war with the Emperor, to which fuch a refo- 
lution would ceruinly give rife. Thefe circumftanccs, added 
to the explicit declarations which Francis made in fecretto the 
ambafladoM from feyeral of the Italian powers, fiilly fatisfied 
them that their conjectures with regard to his conduct had been 
juft, and that inftead of intending to execute an unreafonable 
treaty, he was eager to feize the firft opportunity of revenging 
thofe injuries which had compelled him to feign an approbation 
of it. Even the doubts, and fears, and fcruples which ufed, oa 
other occafions, to hold Clement in a ftate of uncertainty, were 
diffipated by Francis's feeming impatience to break through all 
his engagements with the Emperor. The fitu^tion, indeed, of 
afFaixs in Italy zt that time, did not allow the Pope to hefitate 
lon^ Sforza was ftill befieged by the linperialifts in the caftle 
of Milan. That feeble Prince, deprived now of Morone'g 
advice, and unprovided with every thing neceflary for defence, 

' Mem. de Belliiy, p. 97. 
Vol. n. Mm found 
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Book IV. fymi metns to inform CUnM&l and du Vc3Mti«M^ ^t W 
»5«6. "^ '^^ ^^ ftmeader, if A«y did not co«te tf» ki9 wlkfi. TKt 
Impeml teojopa, aa tlxej had received no pay fioce ^ battfe 
of P«vii, Uved 9X difcreti(Mft itk the IViilaQeie^ l^vyio^ (t«cli 
fjQQvbittat contribuUons in that dutcby> a» aiawtfUfldt ¥* vre aaay 
lelijr on Qittcea«(Kitt*« c«J«uUtiQiv xo, op le^ft^ftsn tl}A» five tkou- 
&nd duQat;a « da>7' ; «Qr Ttas it tQ be docibited* but tb«t the fojl<* 
j^^ta^foon 9» tke cftlitte &oQld fttboutivould chi^ to k^ve a 
luio^ coujiti? Y^Mch fQM:<:e «ilof ded ^em ^Ajftoncox ^at thejr 
jptAgkt take poi^sikm of mfs» cpipj^ta^. qisittera in tbe fertile 
^nd ufttoMQhed te»«i»0«iee of the Pope «ad VeuiBti^^s, Th« 
«$i%kf«ce of tKe Fre^i^ KJWir ^>ni» ^ ^»ky thing \i^idl» Qot}^ 
eitb^r f«ye ^&fi«> or ec^k theei tQ piiofe^ thdtix qwa (i>nii« 
9M9m. fcQ® tbfi «M(iidt& of the l9peri»i ^oop8» 

A ka^M ^* tl^^ reafons, the Pope, the Tfenetiaa», and dvike of 

^^'S^^* Mikn, WCTC equally impatient to come to an agceement rriih 
Francis, who, on his part, was no lefe d^ou» oi aequiriag 
f^ confiderable. an acceAon both of flrength and reputa^a 
a» fach a ccmfederacy woirfd hmag along with it. The chief 
ekgeS« of this alfiance, which was concl<ttded at Gbgnac on 
^ twcnty-fccond of May, though fept fecret fo» f<»ie time» 
were to oblige the Emperor to fet at Kberty the French Kiag*3 
ions, upon payment of a re«fonahle ras^m; and to re->efiahli&^ 
Sforza in the quiet poffeffion of the Milanefe. If Charie» 
ftottld re^e either of theib, the con^ading parties bound 
therafehres to bring into the fidd an army of thirty-five 
^t^and men, wid!k -whidi, af^er- drivmg the Spaniards out 



r Guic. 1. xvfi. jto, 

of 
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«f the MUaneTe, they would attadc the kingdcttn of Naples. Book IV. 
The King of England was dcdared Proteaor of this league, ^,ji^-' 
which they dignified with the name oi Shly^ becaufe the Pope 
was at the head of it ; and in order to aUure Heoiy m<*e eflfeo 
tually, a prindpalitf in the kingdom of Naples, of thirty thou* 
(and ducats yearly revenue^ was to be fetded on him ; and lands 
to the Talue of tett Aodknd ducats on WoUey his fiiTourite*. 

No fooncr was tlus leagiSe concluded, than Qcment, by the The Pope «b. 
plenitude of his papal power, abfolved Francis from the oath he ftJ'JIJ'hu" «h 
had taken to dbferye the treaty of Madrid*. This tight, how «> «>Wef« ^^ 

trcsty o» 

pernicious Ibevcr to morale, and ddtruSive of that integrity Madrid* 
wliich is di* bafis of all tranfafkioas among men, was the natti- 
tA con^ueftce of the powers which the Popes arrogated as 
the in&IHble vicegerents of Chrift upon earth ; and they having, 
in irirtue ttf ^fe, often difpenfed with obfigations which 
xntt held bcttA^ the intereft of fome men> and the credulity 6f . 
othi^s led them to imagine that die decifions of a fovereign 
pontiff authorized or juftified adions which would) otherwi{e» 
have been critninfti nxA unbecomiiigft 

Mea1*WH!Li1, thfe difcovery of francis's intention to elucfe Tbc Emperor 
the treaty of Madrid, filled the Emperor with a variety of dif- *^*™^ 
quieting thoughts. He had treated an unfortiJnate Prince with 
the moft ungenerous rigoiu:; he had difphtyed an infatiable 
Ambition m all his negociations witti his prifoner: He knew 
what cenfures the former had dravm upon hini) ^md what appre- 

» P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. ix. c. 3. p. 217. Recueil des Trait, ii. 124. 
f GoMaft. Folic. Imperial, p. looa. PalWt Hift. p» 70. 
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Book IV, henfions the latter had excited in every court of Europe; nor 
^ i7i6. ~' ^^ ^^ reaped from the meafures he purfued, any of thofe advan- 
tages which politicians are apt to confider as an excufe for the 
moft criminal condudl, and a compenfation for the fevered 
reproaches. Francis was now out of his hands, and not one of 
all the mighty confequences which he expedled from the treaty 
that fet him at liberty, was likely to take place. His raflinefs 
in relying fo far on his own judgment as to truft to the fincerity 
of the French King, in oppofition to the fentiments of his wifeft 
minifters, was now apparent ; and he eafily conjedlured, that the 
fame confederacy, the dread of which had induced him to fet 
Francis at Uberty, would now be formed againft him with that 
gallant and incenfed Monarch at its head. Self-condemnation and 
fliame, on account of what was paft, with anxious apprehenfions 
concerning what might happen, were the neceffary refult of thefe 
reflexions on his own conduct and fituation. Charles, however^ 
was naturally firm and inflexible in all his meafures. To have 
receded fuddenly from any article rn the treaty of Madrid, 
would have -been a plain confeffion of imprudcnc6, and a palpa- 
ble fymptom of fear ; he determined therefore, that it was mofl 
fuitable to his dignity, to infift, whatever might be the confe- 
quences, on the flria execution of the treaty, and particularly 
* not to accept of any thing which might be oflFered as an equiva-. 

lent for the reflitution of Burgundy ^ 

In confequence of this refblution, he appointed Lannoy and 
Francis to per- Alarcou, to repair, as hia ambaffadors, to the court of France^ 
hadiiipuiated. and formally to funmion the King either to execute the treaty 

^ Guic« 1. xvii, 366. 

^ with 
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with the fincerity that became hini, or to return, according to Book IV. 
his oath, a prifoner to Madrid. Inftead of giving them an imme- ^ iT^^. ^ 
diate anfwer, Francis admitted the deputies of the ftates of Bur- 
gundy to an audience in their prefence. They humbly repre- 
. fented to him> that he had exceeded the powers vefted in a King 
.of France when he confented to alienate their country from the 
crown, the domains of which he was bound by his^ coronation oath 
to preferve entire and unimpaired. Francis, in return^ thanked 
them for their attachment to his crown^ and in treated them> 
though very faintly, to remember the obligations which he lay x 
under to fulfil his engagements with the Emperor. :The depu-» 
ties afluming an higher tone, declared, that they would not obey 
.commands which they confidered as illegal; and if he fhould 
abandon them to the enemies of France> they hajixefolved to der 
fend themfelves. ta the beft of their power, with a firm purpofe 
rather to perifh than fubmit to a foreign dominion* Upon which 
Francis turning towards the Imperial ambafladors, reprefente^ t6 Hb anfWcr. . 
them the impoffibility of performing what he had undertaken, and 
offered in lieu of Burgundy, to pay the Emperor two million of 
crowns. The Viceroy and Alarcon, who eafily perceived that 
the fcene to which they had been witnefles, was concerted between 
the King and his fubjedls in order to impofe on them, fignified 
to him their mafter's fixed refolution not to depart in the fmalleft 
point from the terms of the treaty, and withdrew *• Before they 
left the kingdom, . they had the mortification to hear the Holy 
league againft the Emperor publifhed with great folemnity* janc it» 

< Belcar. Comment, de Heb. Gal. 573. Mem. dc Sellay, 97* 

Charles 
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BdoK IV!. Gh AmLXS no iboner ncehred ui scoount of tibis tonfedehiqr 

^^""T^cdT^ ^^^ h^ exclaimed ialiie moft publkk nxamicr, and intlie harflieft 

^^ _ termS) againfl: Scanco, as a PrLaoe imd of Bddi, or of lionoun 

ror's prepan- Ke con^doiiiod ftolcls of demtnty whom he fbilkited in vain to 

^^' nbandon Im netr aJiies ; iieaooafed htm^ of ing^timde; lie taxed 

liim widi an ambidcm qobecoming im chamber; he dueatened 

iiija not oniy with ail die Ten^eance "which the -pcfwer of .an 

Emperorcan iafiid, but by appealing to a general ooundi^ called 

«p before him alldie terrcMrs ariTiog fiom the audiority oEihdk 

afleiaUies to formidd>ie io die Sapd fee. It ^;eaa Recefiaiy» 

however, to oppofe £imerhiag eife than lepxoaches and threats 

ID the pervrerful cDmhinaxioti fonned againft him; and the 

Emperor, prompted bf fo taxoj paffioaty did not fail fio exert 

himfelf with nnufiial vigour, in order to fend fo^^pHes not onlj 

of me^, but of money, which was ftiU more needed, into Italy^ 



PfcAteopcri* On the Other hand,. the efforts of the confederates bore no 

aons of the 

coafcdaratei. proportion to that animofity agdinR the Emperor with which 
they feemed * to enter into the holy league. Francis it 
was thought, would have infufed ipirit aod vigour into the 
whole body. He had his loft honour to repair^ many injuries 
to revenge, and the ftadon among the Princes of Europe from 
which he had £aillen to recover. From all thefe, added to the 
natural impetuofity of his temper, a war more fierce and bloody 
than any he had hitherto made upon his rival, was expeded. 
But Francis had gone through fuch a fcene of diftrefs, and the 

^ impreflion it had made was ftill fo frefti in his memory, that he 

was become diffident of himfidf, diftruftfu! of fortune, and defi* 

roils of tranquillity. To procure the releafe of his fons, and to 

avoid the reftitution of Burgundy by paying fome reafonable 

f equivalent! 
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equivalent, were His chief obfeftH and for the fake of theiei he BookIVw 

would willingly have fiicwficed Sfona mA the Uliertiet of Italy ^^ ' *^ 

to the Emperon He flattered himfelf that the dread alone of * 

fuch a confederacy would induce Chaties to Men to what was 

equitable I and was afraid at empl^ing any confiderable foorcfl 

for the relief of the Milanefc, left his aHieSf whom he h^ oftsn 

found to be more attentive to their owr ietereft, than paci&a^ 

in fulfilling their engagements, fhouM abandem- hkm. aa fi>oa as 

the Imperialifts were driven out of that country, »ai drpn^oe Ins 

negociations with the Emperor of that w e igh t which they derirrsd 

from his being at the head of a powerful league. Meanwhile the 

callle of Milan was preffed more clofdy thatt ever, and Sforza^ 

was now reduced to the hJk extremity. The Pope and Veneti^ns^ 

truiHng to Erancis^s concurrence, commanded their troops* ttn 

take the field, in order to relkve him; and an army nore thao 

fufiicient for that fervice was foon formed . The Mihneky pa£» 

fionately attached to their unfortunate dnke,, and nolefe cxaipei- 

rated againft the Imperialifts, who had opprefled them fo crueliyv 

were ready to aid the confederates in all their enterprizes. But 

the duke d'Urbino, thoir general, naturally flow and rndccifive> 

and reftrained, befides, by his ancient enmity to the family of. 

Medici, from taking any fl:ep that might aggrandize or add 

meputatioB to the Pope % loft fome opportunities, and refufed to 

improve others, of attacking the Imperialifts, and raifing the 

fiege. Thefe delays gave Bourbon time to bring up a: reinforce^ 

nxent of frefli troops, and a fiipply of money. Hte immediately JoTj 2^ 

took the command of the army, and pufhed on the fiege with 

fuch vigour, as quickly obliged Sforza to fiirrendtr, who retiring 

tft^Lodi,. which the confederatea had furprizedi left Bourbon in 

* 
<Guic. 1. 17.382. 
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Book IV , full poffeffion of the reft of the dutchy, the inveffiture of which 
the Emperor had promifed to grant him*. 



1 5 26, 

Diiquietade 
'Of the Italian 
powen* 



MBaTaresof 
the fmpe- 
ffialilb. 



The Italians began now to perceive the game which Francis 
had played, and to be fenlible that, notwithftanding all their 
addrefs, and refinements in negociation, which they boafted of 
aa talents peculiarly their own, they had for once been over- 
reached in thofe very arts by a tramontane Prince. He had 
hitherto thrown almoft the whole burden of the war upon them, 
taking advantage of their eflPorts, in order to enforce the propo- 
fals which he often renewed at the court of Madrid for obtain- 
ing the liberty of his fons. The Pope and Venetians expoftu- 
lated and complained', but as they were not able to rouze 
Francis from his inadivity, their own zeal and vigour, gra- 
dually abated, and Qement having already gone farther than 
his timidity ufually permitted him, began to accufe himfelf of 
rafhnefs, and to relapfe into his natural ftate of doubt and uncer- 
tainty. 

AjLL the Emperor^s motions depending on himfelf alone, 
were more brifk and better concerted. The n^rrownefs 
of his revenues, indeed, did not allow him to make any 
fudden or great effort in the field, but he abundantly fupplied 
that defeS'by his intrigues and negociations. The family of 
Colonnaj the moil powerful of all the Roman barons, had 
adhered uniformly to the Ghibeline or Imperial fadion, during 
thofe fierce contentions between the Popes and Emperors, which, 
fi^r feveral ages, filled Italy and Germany with difcord and 



•Guic- 1. 17. 376,&c« 
159, x6o— 166. 



' Rufcclli Lettere dc Principi ii. 157, &c* 
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bloodflied. Though the caiifes which at firft gave birth to Book IV. 
thefc deflrudlive fadions exifted no longer, and the rage with 1326. 
w^hich they had been animated was in a great meafure fpent, the 
Colonnas ftill retained their attachment to the Imperial intereft, 
and by placing themfelves under the protctTtion of the Empe- 
rors, fecured the quiet pofleflion of their own territories and 
privileges. The Cardinal Pompeo Colonna, a man of a turbu- 
lent and ambitious temper, at that time the head of the family, 
had long been Clement's rival, to whofc influence in the laft 
conclave he imputed the difappointment of all his fchemes for 
attaining the Papal dignity, of which, from his known connec- 
tion with the Emperor, he thought himfelffecure. This was 
too great an injury to an afpiring mind ever to be forgiven; and 
though he had diflembled his refentment fo far as to vote for 
Qement at his election, and to accept of great offices in his court, 
he waited with the utmoftimpatienceforanopportunity of being 
revenged, Don Hugo di Moncada, the Imperial ambaflador at 
Rome, who was no ftranger to thefe fentiments, eafily perfuaded 
him that now was the time, while all the Papal troops were 
employed in Lombardy, to attempt fomething which would, at 
once, avenge his own wrongs, and be of eflential fervice to the 
Emperor his patron. The Pope, however, whofe timidity 
rendered him quick-fighted, was fo attentive to their operations, 
and began to be alarmed fo early, that he might have drawn . 
together troops fufficient to have difconcerted all Colonna*a 
meafures. But Moncada amufed him fo artfully with negocia^ 
tions, promifcs, and falfe intelligence, that he lulled aflcep all 
his fufpicions, and prevented his taking any of the precautions 
neceflary for his fafety ; and to the eternal difgrace of a prince pof- 
fefled of great power, as well as renowned for political wifdom, 
Colonna, at the head of three thoufand men, reize4 on^ of the Sfpt. 29. 
Vol. IL N n gates 
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Book IV. gates of his capital, while he imagined himfelf to be in perfeft' 
'^j^le^ "^ fecurity, and was altogether unprepared for refilling fuch a 
The Colon- fecble enemy. The inhabitants of Rome permitted G^lonna's . 
r-aiUrsof* tToops, from whom they apprehended no injury, to advance 
Eoinc. without oppofition; the Pope's guards were difperfed in a 

moment ; and Clement himfelf, terrified at the danger, afhamed 
of his own credulity, and deferted by almoft every perfon, fled 
with precipitation into the caftle of St. Angelo, which was 
immediately inverted. The palace of the Vatican^ the church . 
of St. Peter, and the houfes of the Pope's minifters and fervants, 
were plundered in the moft licentious manner; the reft of the 
city was left unmolefted. Clement, deftitute of every thing 
neceffary either for fubfiftence or defence, was foon obliged to 
Atcowmoda- demand a capitulation; and Moncada, being admitted into the 
the Pope and caftle, prcfcribcd to him, with all the haughtinefs of a conqueror,. 
^^^t^^ou conditions which it was not in his power to rejed:.- The chief 
of thefe were. That Qement fhould not only grant a full pardon- 
to the Colonnas, but receive them into favour, and immediately 
withdraw all the troops in his pay from the army of the confe- 
derates in Lombardy '. 

The Colonnas, who talked of nothing lefs than of depofmg^ 
Clement, and of placing Pompeo, their kinfman, in the vacant 
chair of St. Peter, exclaimed loudly againft a treaty which left 
them at the mercy of a Pontiff juftly incenfed againft them. 
But Moncada, attentive only to his mafter s intereft, paid little 
regard to their complaints, and by this fortunate meafure, broke 
entirely the power of the confederates. 

« Jovii Vita Pomp. Colon, p. Guic. 1. 17. 407, Rufcclli Lcttcrc it 

Principi U p. 10/^ 

Whilb 
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While the army of the confederates fafFered fuch a confi?^ Book IV. 
derable diminution, the Imperialifts received two great rein- i^i^T^ 
forcements; one from Spain, under the command of Lannoy iheimperij 

army rcin- 

and Alarcon, which amounted to fix thoufand men. The other forced, 
was raifed in the Empire by George Frondfperg, a German 
nobleman, who having ferved in Italy with great reputation, 
had acquired fuch influence and popularity, that multitudes of 
his countrymen, fond on every occafion of engaging in military 
enterprizes, and impatient at that jundlure to efcape from the 
oppreffion of their fuperiors both in religious and civil matters, 
crouded to his ftandard; fo that without any other gratuity thati 
the payment of a crown to each man, fourteen thoufand enlifted 
in his fervice. To thefe the Archduke Ferdinand added two 
thoufand horfe, levied in the Auftrian dominions. But although 
the Emperor had raifed troops, he could not remit the fums 
neceflary for their fupport. His ordinary revenues were 
exhaufted ; the credit of princes, during the infancy of com- 
merce, was not extenfive; and the Cortes of Caftile, though 
every art had been tried to gain them, and fome innovations 
had been made in the conftitution in order to fecure their con- 
currence, peremptorily refufed to grant Charles any extraordi- 
nary fupply ^ ; fo that the more his army increafed in number* 
the more were his generals embarafled and diflxefled. Bourbon, 
in particular, was involved in fuch difficulties, that he flood in 
need of all his addrefs and courage in order to extricate him- 
fel£ Vaft fums were due to the Spanifli troops already in the 
Milanefe, when Frondfperg arrived with fixteen thoufand hun- 
gry Germans, deftitute of every thing. Both made their ^f^g""^* 
demands with equal fiercenefs ; the former claiming their arrears, deficient. 

^ Sandov. i. 814. 
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Boo?c TV. c-Mid the latter, the pay which had been promifed them on their 
' 1'^'^ entering Lomhardy : Bourbon 'was altogether incapable of giving 
fatisfadion to either. In this fituation, he was conftrained to 
commit a£ls of violence extremely (hocking to his own nature, 
which was gentle and humane* He feized the principal citizens 
of Milan, and by threats, and even by torture, forced from them 
a confiderable fum; he rifled the churches of all their plate 
and ornaments ; the inadequate fupply which thefe afforded, he 
diftributed among the foldiers, with fo many foothing expreffions 
of his fympathy and affedion, that, though it fell far fhort of 
fiic fums due to them, it appeafed their prefent murmurs **. 

Bour!>on fcts Among other expedients for raifing money, Bourbon granted 
h^Tty^ his life and liberty to Morone, who having been kept in prifon 

fince his intrigue with Pefcara, had been condemned to die by 
the Spanifh judges empowered to try him. For this remiffion 
he paid twenty thoufand ducats ; and fuch were his fingular 
talents, and the wonderful afcendant he acquired over the minds 
of thofe to whom he had accefs, that in a few days, from being 
Bourbon's prifoner, h^ became his prime confident, with whom 
he confulted in all afl'airs of importance. To his infinuations 
Hiuft be imputed the fufpicions which Bourbon began to enter- 
tain, that the Emperor had never intended to grant him the 
invefliture of Milan, but had appointed Ley va, and the other 
Spanifh generals, rather to be fpies on his condud:, than to 
co-operate heartily towards the execution of his fchemes. To 
him likewife, as he ftill retained at the age of fourfcore all the 
cnterprizing fpirit of youth, may be attributed the bold and 
unexpcdted meafure on which Bourbon foon after ventured '. 

^Ri|>amaaL Uift. Mediol. lib. ix. p. 717. * ^ Guic. I. 17. 419. 

Such 
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Such, indeed, were the exigencies of the Imperial troops in Book IV^ 
tihe Milanefe, that it became indifpenfably neceflary to take fome .^""""""""^T" ' 
immediate ftep for their relief. The arrears of the foldiers HisdciibJ- 
increafed daily; the Emperor made no remittances to his gene- JlclTa to"hi» 
rals J and the utmoft rigour of military extortion could draw motions, 
nothing mort from a country entirely drained and ruined. la 
this fituation. there was no choice left, but either to dilband the 
army,, or to march for fubfiftence into the enemies country. The 
territories of the Venetians lay neareft at hand ; but they, with 
their ufual forefight and prudence, had taken fuch precautions 
as fecured them from any infult. Nothing therefore remaiaed. 
but to invade the dominions of the cliurch, or of the Florentines ;- 
and Qement had of late adled fuch a part, as merited the fevereft 
vengeance from the Emperor. No fooner did his troops return, 
to Rome after the infurredtion of the Colonnas, than, without 
paying any regard to the treaty with Moncada, he degraded the 
Cardinal Colonna, excommunicated the reft of the family, feized 
their places of ftrength, and wafted their lands with all the cru- 
elty which the fmart of 4 recent injury naturally excites. After 
this, he turned his arms againft Naples, and as his operations 
were feconded by the French fleet, he made fome progrefs towards 
the conqueft of that kingdom ; the Viceroy being no lefs defti- 
tute than the other Imperial generals, of the money requifite 
for a vigorous defence \- 



These proceedings of the Pope, juftified, in appearance, the i^zy.. 

meafures which Bourbon's fituation rendered neceffary ; and he, ^^^^^^^ 

fet about executing them under fuch difadvantages, as furnifh Pope's tem-. 

tones. 

* Jovii Vita Pomp. Colon. Guic. 1. 18. 424* 

the 
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Boo K IV. the ftrongeft proof, both of the defpair to which he was reduced, 

^^2j, and of the greatnefs of his abilities which were able to furmount 

fomany obftacles. Having committed the government of Milan 

toLeyva, whom he was not unwilling to leave behind; hebfegan 

January 30. his march in the depth of winter, at the head of twenty-five 
thoufand men, compofed of nations differing from each other 
in language and manners ; without money, without magazines, 
without artillery, without carriages ; in fliort, without any 
of thofe things which are neceflary to the fmalleft party, and 
which feem eflential to the exiftence and motions of a great 
army. His rout lay through a country cut by rivers and moun- 
tains, in which the roads were almoft imprafticable ; as an 
addition to his difficulties, the enemy's army, fuperior to his 
own in number, was at hand to watch all his motions, and to 
improve every advantage. But his troops, impatient of their 
prefent hardfhips, and allured by the hopes of obtaining an 
immenfe booty, did not confider Kow ill provided they were for 
a march, and followed him with great chearfulnefs. His firft 
fcheme was to have made himfelf mafter of Placentia, and to 
Iiave gratified his foldiers with the plunder of that city ; but 
the vigilance of the confederate generals rendered the defiga 
abortive ; nor had he better fuccefs in his projed: for the reduc- 
tion of Bologna, which was feafonably fupplied with as many 
troops as fecured it from the infults of an army which had nei- 
ther artillery nor ammunition. Having failed in both thefe 
attempts to become mafter of fome great city, he was under a 
neceffity of advancing. But he had now been two months in the 
field ; his troops had fuffered every calamity which a long march, 
. .' together with the uncommon rigour of the feafon could bring 

Mttdoyof hit ^P^u men deftitute of all neceflary accommodations, in an ene- 

•«^P'* mies country; the magnificent promifes to which they trufted, 

had 
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had proved altogether vain ; they faw no profpedt of relief ; their Book IV, 
patience, tried to the utmoft, failed at laft, and they broke '^ TzIyT^ 
out into open mutiny. Some oflBcers, who rafhly attempted to 
reftrain them, fell victims to their fury; Bourbon himfelf, not 
daring to appear during the firft tranfports of their rage, v^as 
obliged to fly fecretly from his quarters'. But this fuddeoc 
ebullition of wrath began at laft to fublide ; where Bourbon, who 
poflefled in a wonderful degree, the art of governing the minds 
of foldiers, renewed his promifes with more confidence than 
formerly, and aflured them that they would be foon accom- • 
plifhed. He endeavoured to render their hardftiips more tole- - 
rable by partaking o£ them himfelf; he fared no better than the * 
meaneft centinel; he marched along with them on foot; he 
joined them in fmging their camp-ballads, in which, with high . 
praifes of his valour, they mingled many flxokes of military 
raillery on his poverty; and wherever they came, he allowed 
them, as a fbretafte of what he had promifed, to plunder the 
adjacent villages at difcretion. Encouraged by all thefe foothing 
arts, they entirely forgot their fufFerings and complaints, and 
followed him with the fame implicit-confidence as formerly *"• 

Bourbon, meanwhile, carefully concealed his intentions. .The Pope's \ 
Rome and Florence, hot knowing on which the blow would ^^^^J^}^^^^^ 

^ and impru- - 

fall, were held in the moft difquieting ftate of fufpence. Cle- dencc. 
ment, equally foUicitous for the fafety of both, fluftuated 
in more than his ufual uncertainty; and while the rapid 
approach of danger called for prompt and decifive meafures, he . 
fpent the time in deliberations which came to no iflue, or in . 

> Guic. 1. 18. 434, Jovii Vit, Cplon. i63« . f Ocuvres de Brants . 

vol. 4. 246, &c. 
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Book IV. taking refoliitions, which next day, his refllefs mmd, more 
^ — """^^""^ fagacious in difccrning than in obviating difficulties, overturned, 
without being able to fix on what fhould be fubftituted in their 
place. At one time he deteraiined to unite himfelf more clofely 
than ever w^th his allies, and to pufli the war with vigour ; at 
another, he inclined to bring all differences to a final accommo- 
dation by a treaty with Lannoy, who knowing his paffion for 
negociation, folicited him inceffantly with propofals for that 
purpofe. His timidity at length prevailed ; and led him to con- 
MarcK 15. cludc an agreement with Lannoy, of which the following were 
trcat^v whh* ^^^ chicf articles : That a fufpenfion of arms fhould take place 
•f N^'1 '^ y between the Pontifical and Imperial troops for eight months ; 
That Clement fhould advance fixty thoufand crowns towards 
latisfying the demands of the Imperial army; That the Colonnas 
fhould be abfolved from cenfure, and their former dignities and 
poffeffions be reftored to them ; That the viceroy fhould come to 
Rome, and prevent Bourbon from approaching nearer to that 
city, or to Florence ". On this fudden treaty, which deprived 
him of all hopes of affiflance from his allies, without affording 
him any fc4id foundation of fecurity> Clement relied fo firmly, 
that like a man extricated at once out of all difficulties, he was 
at perfect eafe, and in the fulnefs of his confidence difbanded all 
his troops, except as many as were fufficient to guard his own 
pcrfon. This amazing confidence of Clement's, who on every 
other occafion was fearful and fufpicious to excefs, appeared fa 
unaccountable to Guicciardini, who being at that time the pon- 
tifical commiffary-general and refident in the confederate army, 
had great opportunity as well as great abilities for obferving 
how chimerical all his hopes were, that he imputes the Pope's 

■Guic. 1. 18. 436. 
7 condud, 
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oondud, at this jundurc, wholly to infatuation, which thofe Book IV^ 
who are doomed to ruin cannot avoid "". ,^27. 

Lankoy, it would feem, intended to have executed the which Bour- 
treaty with great (incerity ; and having detached Clement from gards. 
the confederacy, wiftied to turn Bourbon's arms againft the 
Venetians, who, of all the powers at war with the Emperor, 
had exerted the greateft vigour. With this view he difpatched 
a courier to Bourbon, informing him of the fufpenfion of arms, 
which, in the name of their common mafter, he had concluded 
with the Pope. Bourbon had other fchemes ; and he had pro- 
fecuted them now too far to think of retreating. To have men- 
tioned a retreat to his foldiers, would have been dangerous ; his 
command was independant on Lannoy ; he was fond of mortify- 
ing a man whom he had many reafons to hate ; for thefe reafons 
without paying the leaft regard to the meflage, he continued to ra- 
vage the ecclcfiaftical territories, and to advance towards Florence* 
Upon this, all Clement's terror and anxiety returning wdth new 
force, he had recourfe to Lannoy, and intreated and conjured 
him to put a flop to Bourbon's progrefs. Lannoy accordingly 
fet out for his camp, but durft not approach it; Boutbon's fol- 
diers having got notice of the truce, raged and threatened, 
demanding the accomplifhment of the promifes to which they 
had trufted ; their general himfelf could fcarce reflrain them ; 
every perfon in Rome perceived that nothing remained but 
to prepare for refifting a ftorm which it was now impofTible 
to difpel. Clement alone, relying on fome ambiguous and 
deceitful profeflions w^hich Bourbon made of his inclination 
towards peace, funk back into liis former fecurity ^ 

^ Guic. 1. 18^ 446. P Guic.I. 18, 437, &c. Mem. deBcllay, p. 100. 
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Book IV. BouRbon, dn his part, was far from being free front follici- 
tude. All his attempts on any places of importance had hitherto 
mifcarried ; and Florence, towardis which he had been approaching 
for fome time, was, .by the arrival of the duke d' Urbino's army^ 
put in a condition to fet his power at defiance. As it now became. 
necefTary to change his rout, and to take inftantly fome new^ 
refolution; he fixed without hefitation on one no lefs daring; 
in itfelf, than it was impious according to the opinion of that 
age. This was to aflault and plunder Rome. Many reafons, 
however, prompted him to it. He was fond of thwarting Lan*^ 
noy, who had undertaken for the fafety of that city ; he ima- 
gined that the Emperor would be highly pleafed to fee Clement^ 
the chief author of the league againft him, humbled ; he flattered 
himfelf, that by gratifying the rapacity of his foldiers with fuch 
immenfe booty, he would attach them for ever to his intereft; 
or (which is ftill more probable than any of thefe) he hoped that 
by means of the power and fplendor he would acquire from the 
conqueft of the firft city in Chriftendom, he might lay the foun- 
dation of an independent power; and that after fhaking oflF all 
connexion with the Emperor, he might take pofleflion of Naples, 
or of fom6 of the Italian dates in his owaname''*. 



The Pope's 

preparations 
ibr defence. 



WH.ATEVER his motlvcs were, he executed his refolution? 
with a rapidity equal to the boldnei^ with which he had formed 
it. His foldiers, now that they had their prey in full view^ 
complained neither of fatigue, nor famine, nor want of pay. 
No fooner did they begin to move from Tufcany towards Rome, 
than the Pope, fenfible at laft how fallacious the hopes had been 
on which he repofed, ftarted from his fecurity. But no time 
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now remained, even for a bold and decifive PontiiF, to have Bo ok IV, 
taken proper meafures, or to have formed any effedtual plan of *" ~i^^ ^ 
defence. Under Clement's feeble condud, all was confterna- 
tion, diforder, and irrefolution. He coUeded, however, fuch of 
his difbanded foldiers as ftill remained in the city ; he armed the 
artificers of Rome, and the footmen and train-bearers of the 
Cardinals ; he repaired the breaches in the walls ; he begun to 
€redl new works; he excommunicated Bourbon and all hi^ 
troc^s, branding the Germans with the name of Lutherans, and 
the Spaniards with that of Moors ^ Trufting to thefe inef- 
fedual military preparations, or to his fpiritual arms, which 
were ftill more defpifed by rapacious foldiers, he feems to have 
laid afide his natural timidity, and contrary to the advice of all 
his counfellors, determined to wait the approach of an enemy 
whom, by a timely retreat, he might eafily have avoided. 

Bourbon, who faw the neceflity of difpatch, now that h!s Aflauhof 
intentions were known, advanced with fuch fpeed, that he 
gained feveral marches on the duke d'Urbino^s army, and 
iencamped in the plains of Rome on the evening of the fifth g£ 
May. From thence he fliewed his foldiers the palaces and 
churches of that city, into which^ as the capital of the Chriftian 
commonwealth, the wealth of all Europe had flowed during 
many centuries, without having been once violated by any 
hoftile hand ; and commanding them to refrefli themfelves that 
night, as a preparation for the aflault next day, promifed them 
in reward of their toils and valour, the pofleffion of all the trea- 
fures accumulated there. 

' Seckend. Lib. ii. 68. 

Oo 9 Early 
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Book IV. Early in the morning, Bourbon, who had determined to 
^^ TTr^^ diftinguifti that day either by his death or the fuccefs of his 
enterprize, appeared at the head of his troops, clad in compleat 
armour, above which he wore a vcft of white tiflue, that he 
might be more confpicuous both to his friends and to his ene- 
mies ; and as all depended on one bold impreflion, he led thera 
inftantly to fcale the walls. Three diftindl bodies, one of Ger- 
mans, another of Spaniards, and the laft of Italians, the three 
different nations of whom the army was compofed, were 
appointed to this fervice ; a feparate attack was afligned to each ; 
and the whole army advanced to fupport them as occafion 
ihould require. A thick mift concealed their approach until they 
reached almoft the brink of the ditch which furrounded the 
fuburbs; having planted their ladders in a moment, each 
brigade rufhed on to the aflault with an impetuofity heightened 
by national emulation. They were received at firft with forti- 
tude equal to their own ; the Swifs in the Pope's guards, and 
the veteran foldiers who had been affembled, fought with a cou- 
rage becoming men to whom the defence of the nobleft city in 
the world was entrufted. Bourbon's troops, notwithftanding all 
their valour, gained no ground, and even began to give way; 
when their leader, perceiving that on this critical moment 
Iain. the fate of the day depended, threw himfelf from his horfe, 

prefled to the front, fnatched a fcaling ladder from a foldier^ 
planted it againft the wall, and began to mount it, encouraging 
his men with his voice and hand, to follow him. But at that 
very inftant, a muiket bullet from the ramparts pierced his 
groin with a wound, which he immediately felt to be mortal ; 
but he retained fo much prefence of mind as to defire thofe who 
were near him to cover his body with a cloak, that his death 
might uotdilhearten his troops; and foon after he expired with a 

courage 
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courage worthy of a better caufe, and which would have BookIV,. 
entitled him to the higheft praife, if he had thus fallen in defence ,^,7^ 
of his country, not at the head of its enemies \ 

It was impoflible, to conceal this fatal event from the Thedtjr 
army; the foldiersfoon miffed their general, whom they were 
accuftomed to fee in every time of danger; but inftead of 
being difheartened by their lofs, it animated them with new 
valour ; the name of Bourbon refounded along the line, accom- 
panied with the cry of blood and revenge. The veterans who 
defended the walls, were foon overpowered by numbers; the 
untrained body of city recruits fled at the fight of danger, and 
the enemy with irrefiftible violence rulhed into the towm 

During the combat, Clement was employed at the altar of 
St. Peter's in offering up to heaven unavailing prayers for 
vidlory. No fooner was he informed that his troops began 
to give way than he fled with precipitation ; and with an 
infatuation ftill more amazing than any thing already men- 
tioned, inftead of making his efcape by the oppofite gate 
where there was no enemy to oppofe it, he fhut himfelf up, 
together with thirteen cardinals, the foreign ambaffadors, and 
many perfons of diflindtion, in the caftle of St. Angelo, which 
from his late misfortune, he might have known to be an infecure 
retreat. In his way from the Vatican to that fortrefs, he faw his 
troops flying before an enemy who purfued without giving 
quarter; he heard the cries and lamentations of the Roman 
citizens, and beheld the beginning of thofe calamities which 

•Mem. dc Bcllay, loi, Guic. 1. 18. p. 445, &€• Oeuv. de. Brant. iV. 
257, &c. 

^ his 
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Book IV. his own credulity and ill-condudt had brought upon his fub^ 

Plondcrci It is impoffiblc to defcribe, or even to imagine the mifeiy and 

horror of that fcene which followed. Whatever a city taken 
by ftorm can dread from military rage unreftraincd by difcipline; 
whatever excefles the ferocity o£ the Germans, the avarice of 
the Spaniards, or the licentioufnefs of the Italians could com- 
mit, thefe the wretched inhabitants were obliged to fuffer. 
Churches, palaces, and the houfes of private perfons were plun- 
dered without diftindlion. No age, or charajfter, or fex was 
exempt from injury. Cardinals, nobles, priefts, matrons, 
virgins, were all the prey of foldiers, and at the mercy of men 
deaf to the. voice of humanity. Nor did thefe outrages ceafe, 
as is ufual in towns which are carried by afTault, when the firft 
fury of the ftorm was over ; the Imperialifts kept poffeiFion of 
Rome feveral months ; and during all that time the infolence 
and brutality of the foldiers fcarce abated. Hieir booty in 
ready money alone amounted to a million of ducats ; what they 
raifed by ranfoms and exadHons far exceeded that fum. Rome9 
though taken feveral different times by the northern nations, 
who over-ran the Empire in the fifth and fixth centuries, was 
never treated with fo muqh cruelty by the barbarous and heathen 
Huns, Vandals or Goths, as now by the bigotted fubjedls of 
a catholic Monarch ". 

The Pope After Bourbon's death, the command of the Imperial army 

Ihc^'cffl^^^^ devolved on Philibert de Chalons prince of Orange, who with 

St. Aogelo. 

« Jov. Vit. Colon. 165. • Jov. Vie. Colon. 166. Guic. I. 18. 440, &c. 
Comment, dc capta urbcRoma api Scardium 2. 230. Ulloa Vita ddl. Carlo V. 
!>. J 10, &c. Gianoane Hift. of Nap. B. xxxi. c. 3, p. 507- 
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di£Ficulty prevailed on as many of his foldiers to defift from the BookIV* 
pillage, as were neceffary to inveft the caftle of St. Angclo. ^ ^ _ ^T^ ^ 
Clement was immediately fenfible of his error in having retired 
into that ill provided and untenable fort. But as the Imperialifls^ • 
fcorning difcipline, and intent only on plunder, pufhed the fiege 
with little vigour, he did not defpair of holding out, until the 
duke d' Urbino fhould come to his relief. That general ad** 
vanced at the head of an army compofed c^ Venetians, Floren^ 
tines, and Swifs in the pay of France, of fufiicient ftrength ta 
have delivered Clement from the prefent danger. But d'UrbinOy 
preferring the indulgence of his hatred againfl the family of 
Medici to the glory of delivering the capital of Chriftendom, 
and the head of the church, pronounced the enterprize to ba 
too hazardous ; and having, from an exqmfite refinement ia 
revenge, marched forward fo far, that his army being feen from 
the ramparts of St. Angelo, flattered the Pope with the profpeft 
of certain rclief, he immediately retired *• Clement, deprived Sarrendci* 
of every refource, and reduced to fuch extremity of famine Prifoncr^ 
as to feed on afles flefh ^, was obliged to capitulate on fuch J""* ^" 
conditions as the conquerors were pleafed to prefcribe. He 
agreed to pay four hundred thoufand ducats to the army ; to 
furrender to the Emperor all the places of ftrength belonging 
to the church ; and, befides giving hoftages, to :^emain a pri- 
foner himfehF until the chief articles were performed. He 
was committed to the care of Alarcon, who, by his fevere vigi- 
lance in guarding Francis, had given full proof of his being 
qualified for that office ; and thus, by a iingular accident, the 
fame man had the cuftody of the two moft illuftrious perfonage^ 
li^ho had been made prifoners in Europe during feveral ages. 

• Gtiic. U i8. 450. T Jov. Vit. Colon, 167.. 
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The Empe- 
ror's beha- 
viour at this 
jundture. 



Book IV. The account of this extraordinary and unexpefted event was 
no lefs furprizing than agreeable to the Emperor. But in order 
to conceal his joy from his fubjeds, who were filled with horror 
at the fuccefs and crimes of their countrymen, and to leflen th^ 
indignation of the reft of Europe, he declared that Rome had 
been aflaulted without any order from him ; he wrote to all 
the princes with whom he was in alliance, difclaiming his 
having had any knowledge of Bourbon's intention '; he put 
himfelf and court into mourning ; commanded the rejoicings 
which had been ordered for the birth of his fon Philip to be 
flopped ; and employing an artifice no lefs hypocritical than 
grofs,*hc appointed prayers and proceffions throughout all Spain 
for the recovery of the Pope's liberty, which by an order to 
his generals he could have immediately granted him *. 



So^yman in- 
vades Hun- 
gary. 



Aug, 29, 
1520. 



The good fortune of the houfe^of Auftria was no lefs con- 
fpicuous in another p^rt of Europe. Solyman having invaded 
Hungary with an army three hundred thoufand ftrong, Lewis II. 
King of that country, and of Bohemia, a weak and unexpe- 
rienced prince^ advanced rafhly to meet him with a body of 
men which did not amount to thirty thoufand. With an im- 
prudence ftill more unpardonable, he gave the command of 
thefe troops to Paul Tomorri, a Francifcan monk, archbifhop of 
Golocza. This aukward general, in the drefs of his* order, 
girt with its cord, marched at the head of the troops ; and 
hurried on by his own prefumption, as well as by the impe* 
tuofity of nobles who defpifcd danger, but were impatient of 
long fervice, fought the fatal battle of Mohacz, in which the 
King, the flower of the Hungarian. nobility, and upwards of 



RufccUi Lettere di Principl, H. 234. : . . , 

51eid. 109. Sandov. i. 822. Mauroc. Hifl. Veneta. lib. iii. 220. 
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twenty thoufand men fell the vidims of his folly and ill-con- Book IV. 
dud. Solyman, after his victory, feized and kept poffeffion of ^" ^-T -^ 
feveral towns of greateft ftretigth in the fouthern provinces of Defeat of ihc 
Hungary, and over-running the reft of the country, carried ^d^feldToV 
near two hundred thoufand perfons into captivity. As Lewis their King, 
was the laft male of the royal family of Jagellon, the Archduke 
Ferdinand claimed both his crowns. This claim was founded 
on a double title ; the one derived from the ancient pretenfions 
of the houfe of Auftria to both kingdoms ; the other from the 
right of his wife, the only fifter of the deceafed Monarch. The 
feudal inftitutions however fubfifted both in .Hungary and 
Bohemia in fuch vigour, and the nobles poflefled fuch cxtenfive 
power, that the crowns were ftill eledtive, and Ferdinand's rights, 
if they had not been powerfully fupported, would have met 
with little regard. But his own perfonal merit ; the refped due 
to the brother of the greateft Monarch in Chriftendom ; the ^ 

neceffity of chufmg a prince able to afford his fubjedts fome Pcrdintod 
additional protedion againft the Turkifh arms, which, as they ^^^^^^ ^*"S' 
had felt their weight fo lately, they greatly dreaded ; together 
with the intrigues of his fifter, who had been married to the late 
King, overcame the prejudices which the Hungarians had con- 
ceived againft the Archduke as a foreigner; and though a 
confiderable party voted for the Vaywode of Tranfilvania, 
at length fecured Ferdinand the throne of that kingdom. 
The ftates of Bohemia imitated the example of their neighbour 
kingdom ; but in order to afcertain and fecure their own privi- 
leges, they obliged Ferdinand before his coronation, to fubfcribe 
a deed which they term a Rcverfe^ declaring that he held that 
crown not by any previous right, but by their gratuitous and 
voluntary eleftion. By fuch a vaft acceflion of territories, 
the hereditary poffefEon of which they fecured in procefs' 
Vol. IL P p of 
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Book IV. of time to their family, the princes of the houfe of Auftria 
1527. attained that pre-eminence in power which hath rendered them 
fo formidable to the reft of Germany \ 

Progrcfsof The diflenfions between the Pope and Emperor proved 

mationf "^ extremely favourable to the progrefs of Lutheranifm. Charles, 
exafperated by Clement*s condudl, and fully employed in oppo- 
fing the league which he had formed agairift them, had little 
inclination and lefs leifure to take any meafures for fupprefling 
June 25, th^ new opinions in Germany. In a diet of the Empire held at 
^i"^* Spires, theftate of religion came to be confidered, and all that 

the Emperor required of the princes was, that they would wait 
patiently, and without encouraging innovations, for the meeting 
of a general council which he had demanded of the Pope. They, 
in return, ackno\Tledged the convocation of a council to be the 
proper and regular ftep towards reforming abufes in the church ; 
. but contended, that a national council held in Germany would be 
more efFedhial for that purpofe than what he had propofed. Ta 
his advice, concerning the difcouragement of innovations, they 
paid fo little regard, that even during the meeting of the diet at 
Spires, the divines who attended the Eledtor of Saxony and 
Landgrave of Hefle-Caffel thither, preached publickly, and 
adminiftered the facraments according to the rites of the reformed 
church ^ The Emperor's own example imboldened the Ger- 
mans to treat the Papal authority with little reverence. During 
the heat of his refentment againft Clement, he had publrlhed a 
long reply to an angry brieve which the Pope had intended as an 
apology for his own condudt- In this manifefto, the Emperor> 

*Steph. BroderickProcanelarii Hungar. Cladcs in campo Mohacz ap. Scar- 
diuma. 218. P. Barre Hift. d'Allemagnc^tom. viii. parti, p. 198. ' Sleid. 103. 
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after having enumerated many inftances of that Pontiff's ingra- Book IV. 
titude, deceit and ambition, all which he painted in the ftrongeft ^"^ -v— --' 
and moft aggravated colours, appesfled from him to a general 
council. At the fame time, he wrote to the college of Cardi- 
nals, complaining of Clement's partiality and injuftice; and 
requiring them, if he refufed or delayed to call a council, to 
manifeft their concern for the peace of the Chriftian Church, 
fo fhamefully negleded by its chief paftor, by fummoning that 
affembly in their own name "*. This manifeflo, fcarce inferior 
in virulence to the invedives of Luther himfelf, was difperfed 
over Germany with great induftry, and being eagerly read by 
perfons of every rank, did much more than counterbalance the 
effed of all Charles's declarations againft the new opinions. 

* Goldaft. Polit. Imper. p. 984. 
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Book V. 'I ^ H E account of the cruel manner in which the Pope had 

^s^i^ jL been treated, filled all Europe with aftoniftiment or 

General in- horror. To fee a Chriftian Emperor, who, by poffeffing that 

dttd^a^^inft' ^S^^' Ought to have been the proteftor and advocate of the 

the Emperor, holy fee, lay violent hands on him who reprefented Chrift on 

earth, and detain his facred perfon in a rigorous captivity, waa 

confidered as an impiety that merited the fevered vengeance, and 

which called for the immediate interpofition of every dutiful 

fon of the church. Francis and Henry, alarmed at the progrefs 

of the Imperial arms in Italy, had, evea before the taking of 

Rome, entered into a clofer alliance j and, in order to give fome 

check 
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check to the Emperor's ambition, had agreed to make a vigorous Book V* 

diverfion in the Low-Q)untries. The force of every motive ^ , .'jV^ ^ 

which had influenced them at that time, was now increafed ; 

and to thefe were added, the defire of refcuing the Pope out of 

the Emperor's hands, a meafure nolefs political, than it appeared 

to be pious. This, however, rendered it neceflary to abandon 

their defigns on the Low-O)untries, and to make Italy the feat 

of war, as it was by vigorous operations in that country, they 

might promife moft certainly upon delivering Rome, and fetting 

Qement at liberty. Francis being now fenfible, that in his 

fyftem with regard to the aflFairs of Italy, the fpirit of refinement 

had carried him too far ; and that, by an excefs of remiflhefs, 

he had allowed Charles to attain advantages which he might 

eafily have prevented, was eager to make reparation for an error 

of which he was not often guilty, by an activity more fuitable 

to his temper. Henry thought his iuterpofition neceflary, in 

order to hinder the Emperor from becoming mafl:er of all Italy, 

and acquiring by that means fuch fuperiority of power, as would 

enable him, for the future, to didtate without controul to the 

other princes of Europe. Wolfey, whom Francis had taken 

care to fecure by flattery and prefents, the certain methods of 

gaining his favour, neglected nothing that could incenfe his 

matter againfl: the Emperor. Befides all thefe publick con* 

fiderations, Henry was influenced by one of a more private 

nature ; having begim about this time to form his great fcheme 

of divorcing Catharine of Aragon, towards the execution of 

which he knew that the fandlion of Papal authority would be 

neceflary, he was defirous to acquire as much merit as poflible 

with Qement, by appearing to be the chief inftrument of his 

deliverance* t 

The 
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Confederacy 
agaiuil him. 

July II. 



BookV. The negociatioh, between princes thus dif^fcd, wm n6t 
tedious. Wolfey hiinfelf condu<fled it, on the part of his fotfr- 
rcign, with unbounded powers. Francis treated with him ih 
perfon at Amiens, where the Cardinal appearfed, attd Was i-ecfeived 
with royal magnificence. A marriage between the duke of 
Orleans and the princefs Mary was agreed to as the bafis of the 
confederacy ; it was refolved that Italy (hould be the theatre of 
war; the ftrength of the army which flioiild take the field, and 
the contingent of troops or of money which each prince (hould 
furnifh, were fettled ; and if the Emperor did not accept of the 
propofals they were jointly to make him, they bound them- 
felves immediately to declare war, and to begin hoftilities. 
Henry, who took every refolution with impetuofity, entered fo 
eagerly into this new alliance, that in order to give Francis the 
ftrongeft proof of his friendfhip and refpe£t, he formally renoun- 
ced the ancient claim of the Englifh Monarchs to the crown of 
France, which had long been the pride and ruin of the nation ; 
as a full compenfation for which, he accejited a penfion of fifty 
thoufand crowns, to be paid annually to himfelf and his fuc- 
ceflbrs*. 



Aug. i8. 



The Floren- 
tines recover 
tbeirfreedom. 



Meanwhile the Pope, being unable to fulfil the conditions 
of his capitulation, remained a prifoner under the fevere cuftody 
of Alarcon. The Florentines no fooner heard of what had hap- 
pened at Rome, than they ran to arms in a tumultuous manner; 
expelled the Cardinal di Cortona, who governed their city in the 
Pope's name; defaced the arms of the Medici; broke in pieces 
the ftatues of Leo and Clement; and declaring themfelves a free 
ftate, re-eftabliflied their ancient popular government. The 
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Venetians, taking advantage of the calamity of their ally the Pope, Book V, 
feized Ravenna, and other places belonging to the church, under _^~ ^ 
pretext of keeping them in depofite. The dukes of Urbino and 
Ferrara, laid hold likewife on part of the fpoils of the unfortunate 
PontiflF, v^hom they confidered as irretrievably ruined ^ 

La N NOV, on the other hand, laboured to derive fome folid Tkc imperial 
benefit from that unforefeen event, which gave fuch fplendour aftivcV^' 
and fuperiority to his mafter*s arms. For this purpofe he marched 
to Rome, together with Moncada, and the marquis del Guafto, 
at the head of all the troops they could affemble in the kingdom 
of Naples. The arrival of this reinforcement brought new cala- 
mities on the unhappy citizens of Rome; for the foldiers, envy- . 
ing the wealth of their companions, imitated their licence, and 
with the utmoft rapacity gathered the gleanings, which had 
efcaped the avarice of tjie Spaniards and Germans. There was 
not now any army in Italy capable of making head againft the 
Imperialifts ; and npthing more was requifite to reduce Bologna, 
and the other towns in the ecclefiaftical ftate, than to have appeared 
before them. But thp foldiers having been fo long accuftomed^ 
under Bourbon, to an entire relaxation of difcipline, and having 
tafted the fweets of living at difcretion in a great city, almoft 
without the controul of a fuperior, were become fo impa- 
tient of military fubordination, and fo averfe to fcrvice, that 
they refufed to leave Rome, unlefs all their arrears were paid ; a 
condition which they knew to be impoflible; -and declared, that 
they would not obey any other perfon than the prince of Orange, 
whom the army had chofen general. Lannoy, finding that it 
was no longer fafe for him to remain among licentious troops,, 

* Guic. 1. iS. 45> 
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Book V. who defpifed his dignity, and hated his perfon, returned to 
^"■7^^^!^ ' Naples; foon after the marquis del Guafto and Moncada 
thought it prudent to quit Rome for the fame reafon. The 
prince of Orange, a general only in name, and by the moft pre- 
carious of all tenures, the good will of foldiers whom fuccefs 
and licence had rendered capricious, was obliged to pay more 
attention to their humors, than they did to his commands. 
Thus the Emperor, inftead of reaping any of the advantages he 
might have expeded from the reduction of Rome, had the mor- 
tification to fee the moft formidable body of troops he had ever 
brought into the fielcl, continue in a ftate of inactivity from 
which it was impoffible to rouze them \ 

The French This gave the King of France and the Venetians leifure to 
kS^Juiy. ^' form new fchemes, and to enter into new engagements for 
delivering the Pope, and preferving the liberties of Italy. The 
newly reftored republick of Florence very imprudently joined with 
them, and Lautrec, of whofe abilities the Italians entertained a 
much more favourable opinion than his own mafter, was, in 
order to gratify them, appointed generaliffimo of the league. 
It was with the utmoft reluctance he undertook that office, 
being unwilling to expofc himfelf a fecond time to the difficul- 
ties and difgraces which the negligence of the King, or the 
malice of his favourites might bring upon him. The beft 
troops in France marched under his command, and the King 
of England, though he had not yet declared war againft the 
Emperor, advanced a confiderable fum towards carrying on the 
Hts opera- expedition. Lautrec's firft operations were prudent, vigorous, 
and fuccefsful. By the affiftance of Andrew Doria, the ableft 

« Guic. 1. 18*. 454* 
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fca oflScer of that age, he rendered himfelf mafter of Genoa, Book V. 
and rc-^ftablifhed in that republick the fadiGn of the Fregofi, ,527. 
together with the dominion of France. He obliged Alexandria 
to furrender after a fliort fiege, and reduced all the country on that 
fide of the Tefino. He took Pavia, which had fo long refiftcd • 
the arms of his fovereign, by aflault, and plundered it with that 
cruelty which the memory of the fatal difafter that had befal-' 
len the French nation before its walls naturally infpired« 
All the Milanefe, which Antonio de Leyva defended with a 
finall body of troops kept together and fupported by his own 
addrefs and induftry, muft have foon fubmitted to his power, 
if he had continued to bend the force of his arms againft that 
country. But Lautrec durf^ not compleat a conqueft which 
would have been fo honourable to himfelf, and of fuch advan-- 
tage to the league. Francis knew his confederates to be more 
defirous of circumfcribing the Imperial power in Italy, than 
of acquiring new, territories for him, and was afraid that if 
Sforza were once re-eflablifhed in Milan, they would fecond but 
coldly the attack which he intended to make on the kingdom of 
Naples. For this reafbn he inftruded Lautrec not to pufh his 
operations with too much vigour in Lombardy ; and happily the 
importunities of the Pope, and the foUicitations of the Floren- 
tines, the one for relief, and the other for pf otedlion, were fo 
urgent as afforded him a decent pretext to march forward vnthout 
yielding to the intreaties of the Venetians and Sforza, who 
infilled on his laying fiege to Milan *. 

' Guic. 1. xviii. 461. Bellay, 107, &c. Mauroc. Hift. Vcnet. lib. uJ. 238* 
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Book V. While Lautrec advanced flowly towards Rome, the Empe- 

^^^T^T**^ ror had time to deliberate concerning the difpofal of the PopcV 

The Froperor perfon, who ftill remained aprifoner in the caftle of St. Angelo*. 

u liberty. Notwithftanding the fpecious veil of religion with which he 

ufually endeavoured to cover his adions^ Charles in many in— 

fiances appears to have been but little under the influence of 

religious confiderations, and had frequently on this occafion 

cxprefled an inclination to tranfport the Pope into Spain>. that; 

he might indulge his ambition with the fpeftacle of the two 

moft illuftrious perfonages in Europe fucceflively prifoners ia 

his court. But the fear of giving new offence to all Chriften^ 

dom» and of filling his own fubjedswith horror, obBged himta 

forego that fatisfadHon % The progrefs^ of the confederates^ 

made it now neceflary either to let the Pope at liberty, or to^ 

remove him to fbme place of confinement more fecure than the 

caftle of St. Angelo* Many confiderations induced hinv to pre* 

fer the former, particularly his want of the money requifite aa 

well for recruiting his army, as for paying oflF the vaft arrears. 

due to it. Jn order to obtain this he had aflembled the Cortes^ 

Ftbv tu of Caftile at Valladolid about the beginning of the year, and 

having laid before them the fiate of his affairs^ and reprefented 

the neceffity of making great preparations to refift the enemies^ 

whom envy at the fuccefs which had crowned hia arms would 

unite againft him, he demanded a large fiipply in the moft 

preffing terms. But the Cortes, as the nation* was already e»- 

haufted by extraordinary donatives, refufcd'to load it with any^ 

new burden, and in fpite of all his endeavours to gaia or tot 

intimidate the members, perfifted in this refolutibn ^ No re- 

fource, therefore, remained but the extorting^ from. Qement„ 

* Guic. k 18. 457. ^ Sandov. i. p. 814. 
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by way of ranfoxn, a fum fufBcient for difchargihg what was Book V. 
due to his troops, without which it was vain to mention to ^ . '-' 
them their leaving Rome. 

Nor was the Pope inaftive on his part, or his intrigues un- 
fuccefsful towards haftening fuch a treaty. By flattery, and 
the appearance of unbounded confidence, he difarmed the re- 
fentment of the cardinal Colonna, and wrought upon his vanity, 
which made him defirous of (hewing the world that as his 
power had at firft deprefled the Pope, it could now raife him 
to his former dignity. By favours and promifes he gained 
Morond, who, by one of thofe whimfical revolutions which 
occur fo often in his life, and which fo ftrongly difplay his 
charader, had now recovered his credit and authority with the 
Imperialifts. The addrefs and influence of two fuch men eafily 
removed all the diflSculties of the Emperor's ambafladors, and 
brought to a conclufion the treaty for Qemcnt's liberty, upon 
conditions hard indeed, but not more intolerable than a prince 
in his fituation had reafon to exped. He was obliged to advance 
in ready money an hundred thoufand crowns for the ufe of the 
army; to pay the fame fum at the diflance of a fortnight; and 
at the end of three months, an hundred and fifty thoufand 
more. He engaged not to take part in the war againft CharleSf 
either in Lombardy or in Naples ; he granted him a cruzado, 
and the tenth of ecclefiaftical revenues in Spain; and he not 
only gave hoflages, but put the Emperor in pofleflion of feveral 
towns, as a fecurity for the performance of thefe articles '• 
Having railed the firft moiety by a fale of ecclefiaftical dignities 

> Guicl. 18. 467,&c^ 
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and benefices, and other expedients equally uncanonical, a day 
was fixed for delivering him from imprifonment. But dementi 
impatient to be free, after a tedious confinement of fix months, 
as well as fiill of the fufpicion and diftruft natural to the unfor- 
tunate, was fo much afraid that the Impertalifts might ftill throw 
in obflacles to put off his deliverance, that he difguifed himfelf the 
preceding night in the habit of a merchant, and Alarcon having 
remitted fomewhat of his vigilance upon the conclufion of the 
treaty, he made his efcape undifcovered. He arrived before next 
morning, without any attendants butafingle officer, at Orvieto; 
and from thence wrote a letter of thanks to Lautrec, as the chief 
inftnunent of procuring him liberty **• 



Orertttres of 
the Emperor 
to Franda 
and Henry* 



During thefe tranfadions, the ambafladors of France and 
England repaired to Spain, in confequence of the treaty which 
Wolfey had concluded with the French King. The Emperor, 
unwilling to draw on himfelf the united forces of the two Mo- 
narchs, difcovered an inclination to relax fomewhat the rigour 
of the treaty of Madrid, to which, .hitherto, he had adhered 
inflexibly. He offered to accept of the two millions of crowns 
which Francis had propofed to pay as an equivalent for the dutchy 
of Burgundy, and to fet his fons at liberty on condition that he 
would recal his army out of Italy, and reflore Genoa together 
with the other conquefts he had made in that country. With 
regard to Sforza, he infilled that his fate fhould be determined 
by the judges appointed to enquire into his crimes. Thefe pro- 
pofidons being made'to Henry, he tranfinitted them to his ally 
the French King, whom it more nearly concerned to examine,, 
and to anfwer them ; and if Francis had been fincerely foHcitous 

* Guic. 1. 18. 467, kc. Jov. Vit. Coloot 169. Mauroc« Hift. Venet. lib. iii. 259. 
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either to conclude peace* or preferve confiftency in his own Book V. 
conduct^ he ought infbntlj to have dded with overtures which ^■"^51%**^ 
differed but little firom the propofitions he himfelf had formerly 
made ^ But his views were now much changed ; his alliance 
with Henry; Lautrec's progrcfs in Italy* and the fuperiority of 
his army there above that t)f the Emperor, fcarce left him foom 
to doubt of the fuccefs of his enterprize againft Naples. Full 
of thefe (anguine hopes, he was at no lofs to find pretexts for 
rejeding or evading what the Emperor had propofed. Under 
the appearance of fympathy with Sforza, for whofe interefts he 
had not hitherto difcovered much folicitude, he again demanded 
the full and unconditional re-eftablifhment of that unfortunate 
prince in his dominions. Under colour of its being imprudent 
to rely on the Emperpr^s fincerity, he infifted that his fbns 
fliould be fet at liberty before the French troops left Italy, or 
furrendered Genoa. The unreafonablenefs of thefe demands, as 
well as the reproachful infinuation with which they were ac- 
companied, irritated Charles to fuch a degree that he could 
fcarce liften to them with patience; and repenting of his modera- 
tion which had made fb little impreflion on his enemies, de- 
clared that he would not depart in the fmalleft article from the 
conditions he had now offered. Upon this the French and 
Englifh aiabaffadors, for Henry had been drawn unaccount- 
ably to concur with Francis in thefe ftrange propofitions, de« 
manded and obtained their audience of leave ^. 

Next day, two heralds who had accompanied the ambafla- 152S. 
dors of purpofe, though they had hitherto concealed their cha- ^""^ *^ 

^ Recueil des Traitez, 2: 249. 

^ Rym. 14. 2C0. Herbert 85. Guic. L 18.471^ 
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They declare 
war agaioft 
the Emperor. 



Book V. rader, haying aflumed the enfigTO of their office, appeared m 
jtbe Emperor -s cojurt, aad being admitted into l^s prefenpe, they 
in the name of their refpej^tiye mafters, aad with all the folem« 
nities cuftomary on fuch occafions, denounced war againft him. 
Charles received both with a dignity iuitable to his own ranki 
but fpoke to each in a tone adapted to the fentiraents which he 
entertained of their fovereigns. He accqpted the defiance of the 
Englifh Monarch with a firmnefs tempered by (bme degree of 
•decency and refped. His rcfij to the French King sounded 
with that acrimony of expreffion, which perfbnal rivaUhip, 
exafperated by the i^emory of many injuries inflided as well 
^s fufFeredy naturally fuggefts. He defired the French herald 
to acquaint his fovereign, that he woidd henceforth confider 
him as a hafe violator of puUick faith, 2md a ftranger to the 
honor and integrity becoming a gentleman^ Francis, too high 
fpirited to bear fuch an imputation, had recourfe to an uncom- 
mon expedient in order to vindicate his charader. He inftantly 
fent back the herald with a cartel of defiance, in which he gave 
the Emperor the lie in fi3rm, challenged him to Angle combat, 
requiring him to name the time and place of the encounter, 
and the weapons with which he chofe to fight. Charles, as he 
was not inferior to his rival in fpirit or bravery, readily ac- 
cepted the challenge ; but after feveral meflages conierning the 
arrangement of all the circumftances relative to the combat, 
accompanied with mutual reproaches, bordering on the moft 
Indecent fcurrility, all thoughts of this duel, more becoming the 
heroes of romance than the two greateft Monarchs of their age, 
were entirely Isud afide *. 
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. TtiiL example, of two perfbnages fo illuftrious drew fuch ge- Book V. 
neraf attention, and carried along with it fo much authority, as ,-28. ^ 
gave rife to an- Important change in manners all over Europe. The f ffia of^ 
Duels, as has already beien obferved, had long been perniitted by moting the- 
tlie laws- of all th6 European nations, and forming a part of their dLiUog,;. 
jilrifpnldencei Were authorized By the magtflrate on many occa— 
fionsas the mod proper method of terminating queftionswith re-- 
gard to property, or of deciding in thofe which refpeded crimes^. 
Bbt fliigle combats being confidered as fblemn appeals to the- 
oomifeience and juftice of the fupreme Being, they were al*-- 
lowed only in publick caufes, according to the prefcription of 
law, and caf ried on in a judicial form. Men accuftomed to* 
this nialiner of dedfion in courts^ of juflTce, were naturally ledi 
to apply it to perfonal and private quarrels*. Duel^, which 
at firft could be appointed by the civil judge alone, were fought: 
without the interpofition of his authority, and in cafes tor* 
which the laws did not extend.. The tranfadlion betWeem 
CSiarles and Francis ftrongly countenanced this pradicc. Upoai 
every affront, or iiijtiry which feemed to touch hia honour, a: 
gentleman thought himfelf entitled to draw, his fword, and to> 
c^l on his adverlary to make reparation* Such an opinion in- 
troduced among men of fierce courage, of high* fpirit, and of 
rade manneil!^ when offence was often given, and revenge was; 
always prompt, produced moft fatal confequences« Much of. 
tlie beft blood ia Chriftendom was flied j many ufeful lives were • 
ikcrificed ; and at fome periods, w^f itfelf hath fcarce been morcr 
deflru^ve than thefe contefts of honour. So powerful, how-- 
eter, is the dominion of fafliion, that neither the terror of penal; 
iXws^ nor reverence fop religion have been able entirely to abo— 
liiK a practice unknown among the ancients, and not juftifiable 

by 
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Book V. by any principle of reafon ; though at the fame time it muft be 
1^28. admitted) that to this abfurd cuftomi we muft afcribe in fome 
degree the extraordinary gentlenefs and complaifance of mo- 
dem manners, and that refpedful attention of one man to an* 
other, which, at prefent, render the focial intercourfes of life 
far more agreeable and decent than among the moft civilized 
nations of antiquity. 

Retrett of While the two Monarchs feemed fo eager to terminate their 

lias hw^ quarrel by a perfonal combat, Lautrec continued his operations 
Rome, which promifed to be more decifive. His army, which was 

e nitty. ^^^ increafed to thirty-five thoufand men, advanced by great 
marches towards Naples. The terror of their approach, as well 
as the remonftrances and the entreaties of the prince of Orange, 
prevailed at laft on the Imperial troops, though vnth difficulty, 
to quit Rome, of which they had kept pofleffion during ten 
months. But of that flourifhing army which had entered the 
city, fcarce one half remained; the reft, cut off by the plague, 
or wafted by difeafes, the effeds of their inadUvity, intempe- 
rance, and debauchery, fell vidims to their own crimes ". Lau- 
trec made the greateft efforts to attack them in their retreat to- 
wards the Neapolitan territories, which would have finiflied the 
war at one blow. But the prudence of their leader^fappointed 
all his meafures, and conduded them veith little lofs to Naples. 
Thepeople of that kingdom, always the prey of every invader, 
extremely impatient to Ihake off the Spanifli yoke, received the 
French with open arms, wherever they appeared to take poffef- 
fioa ; and Gaeta and Naples excepted, fcarce any place of impor- 
tance remained in the hands of the Imperialifts. The prefervation 
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of the former was owing to the ftrength of its fortifications, Book V. 
that of the latter to the prefence of the imperial army. Lautrec, ^""^^s^ 
however, fat down before Naples, but finding it vain to think of French be- 
reducing by fbrce a city defended by fo many troops^ he was * *^ "f • 
obliged to employ the flower, but lefs dangerous method of 
blockade ; and having taken meafures which appeared to him 
cfFe&ual, he confidently aflured his matter, that famine would 
foon compel the befieged to capitulate. Thefe hopes were 
ftrongly confirmed by the defeat of a vigorous attempt made by 
the enemy in order to recover the command of the fea. The 
gallies of Andrew Doria, under the command of his nephew 
Philippino, guarded the mouth of the harbour. Moncada, who 
had fucceeded Lannoy in the vice-royalty, rigged out a number 
of gallies fuperior to Doria's, and going on board himfelf, 
together with the marquis del Guafto, and the flower of the 
Spanifh officers and foldiers, attacked Doria before the arrival 
of the Venetian and French fleets. But Doria, by his 
fuperior (kill in naval operations, eafily triumphed over the 
valour and number of the Spaniards. The viceroy was killed, 
moft of his fleet deftroyed, and Guafto, with many officers of 
diftindion being taken prifoners, were put on board the captive 
gallies, and fent by Philippino, as trophies of his vidory, to his " 
uncle \ • 

But notwithftanding this flatterlngprofpedof fuccefs, many Circumftancii 
circumftances concurred to fruftrate Lautrec's expeilations. Jht'proCTrff 
Qement, though he always acknowledged his being indebted ®^ "• 
to Francis for the recovery of his liberty, and often complained 
of the cruel treatment he had met with from the Emperor, was 

• Guic. 1. 19. 487. P. Heuter. lib. x. c. 2» p. 23i# 
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not influenced at this junfture by principles of gratitude, nor, 
which is more extraordinary, was he fwayed by the defire of 
revenge. His paft misfortunes rendered him more cautious than 
ever, and his recolleftion of the errors which he had committed, 
increafed the natural irrefolution of his mind. While he amufed 
Francis with promifes, he fecretly negociated with Charles ; and 
being follicitous, above all things, to re-eftablifh his family in 
Florence with their ancient authority, which he could not expeft 
from Francis, who had entered into ftrka alliance with the 
new republick, he leaned rather towards the fide of his enemy 
than that of his benefadlor, and gave Lautrec no afliftance 
towards carrying on his operations. The Venetians, viewing 
with jealoufy the progrefs of the French arms, were intent only 
on recovering fuch maritime towns in the Neapolitan domi- 
nions as were to be poflefled by their republick, while they 
were altogether carelefs about the reduction of Naples, on which 
the fuccefs of the common caufe depended ^ The King of 
England, inflead of being able, as had been projeded, to em- 
barafs the Emperor by attacking his territories in the Low- 
Countries, found his fubjeds fo averfe to an unneceflary war, 
which would have ruined the trade of the nation, that in 
order to filence their clamours, and put a flop to^he infurrec- 
tions ready to break out among them, he was compelled to con- 
clude a truce for eight months with the governefs of the Nether- 
lands ^ Francis himfelf, with the fame unpardonable inattention 
of which he had formerly been guilty, and for which he had 
fufFered fo feverely, negledled to make proper remittances to- 
Lautrec for the fupport of his army \ 

^ Guic. 1. xix. 491. f Herbert, 90. Rymer, 14. 258. 
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These unexpeded events retarded the progrefs of the French, Book V. 
and dilcouraged both the general and his troops; but the revolt ,.;7^ 
of Andrew Doria proved a fatal blow to all their meafures. ^^y^^J;^/,!^"' 
That gallant officer, the citizen of a republick, and trained up ftjm Fiance, 
from his infancy in the fea-fervice, retained the fpirit of inde- 
pendence natural to the former, and the plain liberal manners 
peculiar to the latter. A perfedl ftranger to the arts of fub- 
miffion or flattery neceflary in courts, and confcious at the 
fame time of his own merit and importance, he always offered 
his advice with freedom, and often preferred his complaints and 
remonflrances with boldnefs. The French minifters, unac- 
cuftomed to fuch liberties, determined to ruin a man who treated 
them with fo little deference; and though Francis himfelf had a 
juft fenfe of Doria's fervices, as well as an high efteem for his 
charadler, the courtiers, by continually reprefenting him as a 
man haughty, intradable, and more folicitous to aggrandize him- 
felf, than to promote the intereft of France, gradually under- 
mined the foundations of his credit, and filled the King's mind 
with fufpicion and diftruft. From thence proceeded feveral 
afFroftts and indignities put upon Doria. His appointments 
w^ere not regularly paid ; his advice, even in naval affairs, was 
often flighted; an attempt was made to feize the prifoners taken 
by his nepkirw in the fea-fight off Naples; all which he bore 
with abundance of ill humour. But an injury offered to his 
country, tranfported him beyond all bounds of patience. The 
French began to fortify Savona, to clear its harbour, and, 
removing thither fome branches of trade carried on at Genoa, 
plainly (hewed that they intended to render that town, long the 
objeft of jealoufy and hatred to the Genoefe, their rival in wealth 
and commerce. Doria, animated with a patriotic zeal for the 
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Book V. honour and intereft of his country, remonftratcd againft this in 
*^ ~'^^ -' the higheft tone, not without threats, if the mcafure were not 
inftantly abandoned. This bold adion, aggravated by the- 
malice of tlie courtiers, and placed in the moft odious light, irri- 
tated Francis to fuch a degree, that he commanded Barbefieux, 
whom he appointed admiral of the Levant, to faildircdly to 
Genoa with the French fleet, to arreft Doria, and to feize 
his gallies. This rafh order, of which the moft profound 
fecrecy alone could have fecured the execution, was concealed' 
with fo Httle care, that Doria got timely intelligence of it, and 
retired with all his gallies to a place of fafety,. Guafto, his^ 
prifoner, who had long obferved and fomented his growing dif- 
content, and had often allured him by magnificent promifes to 
enter into the Emperor's fervice, laid hold on this favourable 
opportunity. While his indignation and refcntment were at: 
their height, he prevailed on him to difpatch one of his officers, 
to the Imperial court with his overtures and demands. The 
negociatioa was not lonjg j Charles, fully fenfible of the impor- 
tance of fuch an acquifition, granted him whatever terms he 
required. Doria feat back his commiffiqn,, together with the 
collar of St. Michael to Francis, and hoifting-the Imperial colours,., 
failed with all his galleys towards Naples, not to block up the 
harbour of that unhappy city as he had formerly ^ogaged,^ but 
to bring them protedion and deliverance*. 



Wretched 
iitaa:ion of 
the French 
Brmy before 
Naplei. 



His arrival opened the communication with the fea, and 
reftored plenty in Naples> which was now reduced to the laft 
extremity; and the French, having loft their fuperiority at 
fea, were foon reduced to great ftraits. for want of provifions. 
The prince of Orange, who fucceeded the viceroy in the com- 
mand of the Imperial army, fhewed himfelf by his prudent 
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«ondu£l worthy of that honour which his good fortune and Book V^ 
the death of his generals had twice acquired him. Beloved by ^ .H'jg. "^ 
the troops, who remembering the profperity they had enjoyed 
under his command, ferved him with the utmoft alacrity, he 
let flip no opportunity of harafling the enemy, and by continual 
alarms or Tallies, fatigued and weakened thent'. As an addi- 
tion to all ihefe misfortunes, the difeafes common in that couni- 
try during the fultry months, began to break out among the 
French troops. The prifoners^ communicated to them the pefli- 
lence which the Imperial army had brought to Naples from 
Rome, and it raged with fuch violence, that few, either officers 
©r foldiers, efcaped the infedion,. Of the whole army, not four 
thoufand men, a number fcarce fufficient to defend the camp, 
were capable of doing duty * ; and being now befieged in their 
turn, they fuffered all the miferies from which the Imperialifts- 
wxre delivered. Lautrec, after ftruggling long with fo many 
difappointments and calamities, which preyed on his mind at 
the fame time that the peftilence waftied his body, died, lament- Aug. 15. 
ing the negligence of his fovereign, andthe infidelity of his allies, 
to which fo many brave men had fallen vidlims^ By his 
death, and the indifpofition of the other generals, the command 
devolved on the marquis de Saluces, an officer altogether un- fi^*'[*^*^ 
equal to fuch a truft. He, with troops no lefs difpirited tl^an 
reduced, retreated in diforder to Averfa; which town being 
inverted by the prince of Orange, Saluces was under the necef- 
fity of confenting, that he himfelf fhould remain a prifoner of 
war, that his troops fliould lay down their arms and colours, give 
up their baggage, and march under a guard to the frontiers of 

' Jovli Hift. lib. 36. p. 31, &c. Sigonii Vita Dorlae, p. 1 139. Bellay, ii4,&c. 
• BcUay, 117,. &c. ' P. Heuter. Rcrum Auflr. lib. x. c. 2.2^1. 
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France. By this ignominious capitulation, the wretched remains 
of the French army were faved; and the Emperor, by his own 
perfeverance and the good conduit of his generals, acquired 
once more the fuperiorityin Italy". 

ws Its H^°' The lofs of Genoa followed immediately upon the ruin of the 
^f^* army in Naples. To deliver his country from the dominion of 

foreigners was Doria's higheft ambition, and had been his prin- 
cipal inducement to quit the fervice of France, and enter into 
that of the Emperor. A moft favourable opportunity for exe- 
cuting this honourable enterprize now prefented itfelf. The city 
of Genoa, afBidted by the peftilence, was almoft deferted by its 
inhabitants; the French garrifon being neither regularly paid nor 
recruited, was reduced to an inconfiderablc number ; Doria's emif- 
faries found that fuch of the citizens as remained, being weary 
alike of the French and Imperial yoke, the rigour of which they 
had alternately felt, were ready to welcome him as the*r deli- 
verer, and to fecond all his meafures. Things wearing this pro- 
mifmg afpedt, he failed towards the coaft of Genoa; on his approach 
the French gallies retired; afmall body of men which he landed, 
furprized one of the gates of Genoa in the night time ; Trivulci, 
the French governor, with his feeble garrifon, fhut himfelf up in 
Sept 12 the citadel, andDoria tookpofleffion of the town without blood- 
fhed or refiftance. Want of provifions quickly obliged Trivulci 
to capitulate; the people, eager to abolifh fuch an odious 
monument of their fervitudc, ran together with a tumultuous 
violence, and levelled the citadel with the ground. 

rifintcreftcd It was now in Doria's power to have rendered himfelf the 
Doria. fovcrcigu of his country, which he had fo happily freed from 

■ Bellay, 117, &c. Jovii Hift. lib. 25, 26, 
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oppreffion. The fame of his former adions, the fuccefs of his pre- Book V. 
fent attempt, the attachment of his friends, the gratitude of his ^^ TcziT^ 
countrymen, together with the fupport of the Emperor, all con- 
fpired to facilitate his attaining the fupreme authority, and invited 
him to lay hold of it. But with a magnanimity of which there are 
few examples, he facrificed all thoughts of aggrandizing himfelf 
to the virtuous fatisfadtion of eftablifhing liberty in his country, 
the higheft objedl at which ambition can aim. Having aflembled 
the whole body of the people in the court before his palace, he 
aflured them, that the happinefs of feeing them once more in 
pofleffion of freedom, was to him a full reward for all his fer- 
vices ; that more delighted with the name of citizen than of fove- 
reign, he claimed no pre-eminence or power above his equals ; 
but remitted entirely to them the right of fettling what form of 
government they would now chufe to be eftablifhed among them. 
The people liftened to him with tears of admiration, and of 
joy. Twelve perfons were eledled to new-model the conflitu- 
tion of the republick. The influence of Doria's virtue and 
example, communicated itfelf to his countrymen ; the fadions 
which had long torn and ruined the ftate, feemed to be forgot- 
ten; prudent precautions were taken to prevent their reviving; 
and the* fame form of government which hath fubfiftcd w^ith 
little variation fince that time in Genoa, was efl:ablilhcd with 
univerfal applaufe. Doria lived to a great age, beloved, 
refpeded, and honoured by his countrymen; and adhering uni- 
formly to his profeflions of moderation, without arrogating any 
thing unbecoming a private citizen, he prcferved a great afcen- 
dant over the councils of the republick, which awed its being to 
his generofity. The authority he poflefled was more flattering, 
as well as more fatisfadory, than that derived fromfovereignty; 
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a dominion founded in love and in gratitude ; and tiplScld by 
veneration for his virtues, not by the dread erf" his power. His 
memory is ftill reverenced by the Genoefe, and he is diftin* 
guifhed in their publick monuments, and celebrated in the works 
of their hiftorians by the moft honourable of all appellations, 
THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, AND THE RE- 
STORER OF ITS LIBERTY'. ' 



1529. 
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Francis, in order to recover the reputation of his arms^ 
difcredited by fo many lofles, made new efforts in the Milanefe. 
But the Count of St. Pol, a rafli and unexperienced officer, to 
whom he gave the command, was no match for Antonio dc 
Ley va, the ableft of the Imperial generals. He, by his fuperior 
ikill in war, checked with a handful of men, the brilk but 
ill concerted motions of the French ; and though fo infirm him- 
felf that he was carried coriftantly in a litter, he furpaffed them 
when occafion required, no left in adivity than in prudence. 
By an unexpected march he furprized, defeated, and took the 
Count of St. Pol, and ruined the French army in the Milanefe 
as entirely as the prince of Oringe had ruined that which 
befieged Naples \ 

Amidst thefe vigorous operations in the field, each party 
difcovcred an impatient defire of peace, and continual negocia- 
tions were carried on for that purpofe. The French King 
4ifcouraged, and almoft exhaufted by fo many unfuccefsfiil enter- 
prizes, was reduced now to think of obtaining the releafe of 
liis fons by conceffions, not by the terror of his arms. The 

*Guic. 1. 19. p. 498. Sigonii Vtta Doriae, p. 1146. Jovii Hift. lib. 26» 
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Pope hoped to recover by a treaty whatever he had loft in the Book V, 
war. The Emperor, notwithftanding the advantages which he had ^ "'^ -^ 
gained, had many Veafons to make him wi(h for an accommoda- 
tion ; Solyman, having over-run Hungary, was ready to break 
in upon the Auftrian territories with the whole force of the 
Eaft; the Reformation gaining ground daily in Germany, the 
princes who favoured it had entered into a confederacy, which 
he thought dangerous to the tranquiUrty of the Empire ; the 
Spaniards murmured at a war the weight of which refted 
chiefly on them ; the variety and extent of his operations, far 
exceeded what his revenues could fupport ; his fuccefs hitherto 
had been owing chiefly to his own good fortune, and to the 
abilities of his generalsf nor could he flatter himfelf that they 
with troops deftitute of every thing neceffary, would always 
triumph over enemies ftill in a condition to renew their attacks. 
All parties, however, were at equal pains to conceal, or to dif- 
femble their real fentiments. The Emperor, that his inability 
to carry on the war might not be fufpe<aed, infifted on high 
terms in the tone of a conqueror. The Pope, folicitous not to 
lofe his prefent allies, before he came to any agreement with 
Charles, continued to make a thoufand proteftations of fidelity 
to the former, while he privately negociated with the latter. 
Francis, afraid that his confederates might prevent him by 
treating for themfelves with the Emperor, had rccourfe to many 
difhonourable artifices in order to turn their attention from 
the meafures which he was taking to adjuft all differences with 
his rival. 

In this fituation of affairs, when all the contending powers 
wilhed for peace, but durft not venture too haiiily on the 
fteps neceflary for attaining it, two ladies undertook to procure 
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Book V. this blefling fo much defired by all Europe. Thefe were Mar- 
^1529.^ garet of Auftria, dowager of Savoy, the Emperor's aunt, and 
May. Louife Francis's mother. They agreed on an interview at Cam- 

bray, and being lodged in two adjoining houfes between which 
a communication was opened, met together without ceremony 
or obfervation, and held daily conferences to which no perfon 
whatever was admitted. As both were profoundly {killed in 
bufmefs, thoroughly acquainted with the fecrets of their refpec- 
live courts, and pofleffed with perfect confidence in each other, 
they foon made great progrefs towards a final accommodation ; 
and the ambafladors of all the confederates waited in anxious 
fufpenfe to know their fate, the determination of which was 
entirely in their handa % 

Separate trea- BuT whatever diligence they ufed to haften forward a general 

ty between . 

the Pope and peace, the Pope had the addrefs and induftry to get the ftart of 
June 20. his allies, by concluding at Barcelona a particular treaty for 
himfelf. The Emperor, impatient to vifit Italy in his way to 
Germany ; and defirous of re-eftablifhing tranquillity in the one 
country, before he attempted to compofe the diforders which 
abounded in the other, found it neceflary to fecure at leaft one 
alliance on which he might depend, among the Italian ftates. 
That with the Pope, who courted it with unwearied importu- 
nity, feemed more proper than any other. Charles being ex- 
tremely folicitous to make fome reparation for the infults which 
he had offered to his facred charadler, and to redeem paft 
offences by new merit, granted Qement, after all his misfortunes, 
terms more favourable than he could have expefted after a 
continued feries of fuccefs. Among other articles, he engaged 

» P. Hcuter. Rcr. AuftrJib, x. c. j, p. 133. Mem, de Bdlay, p. 122. 
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to reftore all the territories belonging to the ecclefiaftical ftate; Book V. 
to re-cftablifti the dominion of the Medici in Florence ; to give '^ 7{z^. ~^ 
his natural daughter in marriage to Alexander the head of that 
family ; and to put it in the Pope's power to decide concerning 
the fate of Sforza, and the pofleflion of the Milanefe, In 
return for thefe ample conceffions, Clement gave the Emperor 
the inveftiture of Naples without the referve of any tribute, 
but the prefent of a white fteed in acknowledgment of his 
fovereignty ; abfolved all who had been concerned in afTaulting 
and plundering Rome ; and permitted Charles and his brother 
Ferdinand to levy the fourth of the ecclefiaftical revenues 
throughout their dominions \ 

The account of this tranfadion, quickened the negociations Aaguft j. 
at Cambray, and brought Margaret and Louife to an immediate Cambraybc- 
Jigreement. The treaty of Madrid ferved as the bafis of that 5^5",^'^* 
which they concluded ; the latter being intended to mitigate 
the rigour of the formen The chief articles were, That the 
Emperor (hould not, for the prefent, demand the reftitution of 
Burgundy, referving however, in full force, his rights and pre- 
tenfions to that dutchy ; That Francis fhould pay two millions 
of crowns as the ranfom of his fons, and, before they were fet at 
liberty, fhould reftore fuch towns as he ftill held in the Milanefe; 
TTiat he fhould refign the fovereignty of Flanders and Artois j 
That he fhould renounce all his pretenfions to Naples, Milan, 
Genoa, and every other place beyond the Alps ; That he fhould 
immediately confummate the marriage concluded between him 
and the Emperor's fifter Eleanora ^ 

» Guic. 1. 19. 522. *» P. Heuter, Rcr. Auftr. lib. k. c. 3. p. 234^ 
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Book V. Thus Francis, chiefly from his impatience to procure liberty 
^""'"'[^^"^ to his fons, facrificed every thing which had at firfl: prompted 
AJvanrage. him to take arms, or which had induced him, by continuing 
Emperor/ * hoflilitics, during nine fucceffive campaigns, to protradt the war 
to a length fearce known in Europe before the eftablifliment of 
ftanding armies, and the impofition of exorbitant taxes became 
univerfal. The Emperor, by this treaty, was rendered fole arbi- 
ter of the fate of Italy ; he delivered his territories in the 
Netherlands from an ignominious badge of fubjeftion ; and after 
having baffled his rival in the field, he prefcribed to him the 
conditions of peace. The different condudt and fpirit with 
which the two Monarchs carried on the operations of war, led 
naturally to fuch an iflue of it. Charles, inclined by temper, 
as well as obliged by his fituation, concerted all his fchemes 
with caution, purfued thehi with perfeverance ; and obferving 
circumftances and events with attention, let none efcape that 
could be improved to advantage. Francis, more enterprizing 
than fteady, undertook great defigns with warmth, but executed 
them with remiffnefs; and, diverted by his pleafures, or de- 
ceived by his favourites, he often loft the moft promifing oppor- 
tunities of fuccefs. Nor had the charafter of the two rivals 
themfelves greater influence on the operations of the war, than 
the oppofite qualities of the generals whom they employed. 
Among the Imperialifts, valour tempered with prudence ; ferti- 
lity of invention aided by experience; fagacity to penetrate the 
defigns of their enemies, as well as to condiidt their own, with 
all the talents that form great commanders and enfure vidory, 
were confpicuous. Among the French, thefe qualities were 
either wanting, or the very reverfe of them abounded ; nor could 
they boaft of one man (unlefs we except Lautrec, who was 

7 always 
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always unfortunate) that equalled the merit of Pefcara, Leyva, Book V. 
Guafto, the prince of Orange, and other leaders whom Charles ,^29, 
had to fet in oppofition to thciu. Bourbon, Morone, and Doria, 
who might have been capable of balancing by their abilities and 
condud: the fuperiority which the Imperialifts had acquired, 
were loft through the careleflbefs of the King, and the malice or 
injuftice of his counfellors ; and the moft fatal blows given to 
France during the progrefs of the war, proceeded from the 
defpair and refentment of thefe three perfons, who were forced 
to abandon her fervice. 

Thje hard conditions to which Francis was obliged to fubmit, Diflionour- 
were not the moft affliding circunodlance to him in the treaty of Ffaodi, 
Cambray* He loft his reputation and the confidence of all 
Europe, by abandoning his allies to his rival. Unwilling to 
enter into the details neceflary for adjufling their interefts, or 
afraid that whatever he claimed for them muft have been purr 
chafed by farther conceffions on his own part^. he gave them up 
in a body ; and without the leaft provifion in their behalf, left the 
Venetians, the Florentines, the duke of Ferrara^ together with 
fuch of the Neapolitan barons as had joined his army, to the mercy 
of the Emperor. They exclaimed loudly againft this bafe and 
perfidious adtion, of which Francis himfelf was fo much afhamed, 
that, in order to avoid the pain of hearing from their ambafla- 
dors the reproaches which he juftly merited, it was fome time 
before he would confent to allow them an audience. Charles, 
on the other hand, was attentive to the intereft of every perfon 
who had adhered to himj the rights of fome of his Flemifh fub- 
jefts, who had eftates or pretenfions in France, were fecured; - 
one article was inferted, obliging Francis to reftore the blood ' 
and memory of the Conftable Bourbon ; and to grant his heirs 
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Book V. the pofleflion of his lands which had been forfeited ; another, 
by which indemnification was ftipulated for thofe French gen- 
tlemen who had accompanied Bourbon in his exile ^ This con- 
duct, laudable in itfelf, and placed in the moft ftriking light by a 
comparifon with that of Francis, gained Charles as much efteem 
as the fuccefs of his arms had acquired him glory. 



Henry ac- 
qoicfces in it. 



His icheine 
of being di- 
vorced from 
his Queen, 



Francis, did not treat the King of England with the 
fame negledt as his other allies. He communicated to him 
all the fteps of his negociation at Cambray, and luckily found 
that Monarch in a fituation which left him no choice, but to 
approve implicitly of his meafures, and to concur with them. 
Henry had been folliciting the Pope for fome time, in order to 
obtain a divorce from Catharine of Aragon his Queen. Several 
motives combined in prompting the King to urge this fuit; as 
he was powerfully influenced at fome feafons by religious con- 
fiderations, he entertained many fcruples concerning, the legi- 
timacy of his marriage with his brother's widow ; his afFedlions 
had long been eftranged from the Queen, who was older than 
himfelf, and had loft all the charms fhe poflcfled in the earlier 
part of her life; he was paflionately defirous of having male illue; 
Wolfey artfully fortified his fcruples, and encouraged his hopes, 
that he might widen the breach between him and the t mperor, 
Catharine's nephew; and, what was more forcible perhaps in its 
operation than all thefe united, the King had conceived a vio- 
lent love for the celebrated Anne Boleyn, a young lady of great 
beauty, and of greater accomplifhments, whom, as he found it 
impoflible to gain her on other terms, he determined to raifc to 
the throne. The Papal authority had often been interpofed to 



« Guic, 1. 19. p. 525. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. x. c, 4. p. 235. 
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grant divorces for reafons lefs fpecious than thofe which Henry Book V. 
produced. When the matter was firft propofed to Clement, '^ T^zcT^ 
during his imprifonment in the caftle of St. Angelo, as his hopes 
of recovering liberty depended entirely on the King of England, 
and his ally of France, he expreffcd the warmeft inclination to 
gratify him. But no fooner was he fet free, than he difcovered 
other fentiments. Charles, who efpoufed the protedtion of his 
aunt with zeal inflamed by xefentment, alarmed the Pope on the 
one hand with threats which made a deep impreffion on his 
timid mind ; and allured him on the other with thofe promifes 
in favour of his family, which he afterwards accomplifhcd. 
Upon the profpedt of thefe, Clement not only forgot all his 
obligations to Henry, but ventured to endanger the intereft of 
the Romifh religion in England, and to run the rifk of alienat- 
ing that kingdom for ever from the obedience of the Papal fee. 
After amufing Henry during two years, with all the fubtleties 
and chicane which the court of Rome can fo dexteroufly employ 
to protradl or defeat any caufe; after difplaying the whole 
extent of his ambiguous and deceitful policy, the intricacies of 
which the Englifli hiftorians, to whom it properly belongs, have 
found it noeafy matter to trace and unravel; he, at laft, recalled 
the powers of the delegates whom he had appointed to judge in 
the point, avocated the caufe to Rome, leaving the King no other 
hope of obtaining adivgrce but from the perfonal decifion of the 
Pope himfelf. As Clement was now in ftrift alliance with the 
Emperor, who had purchafed his friendftiip by fuch exorbitant 
conccifions, Henry defpaircd of procuring any fentence from the 
former, but what was didated by the latten His honour, 
however, and pafTions concurred in preventing him from re- 
linquifhing his fcheme of a divorce, which he determined to 
accomplifliby other means, and at any rate; and the continuance 

of 
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BookY. of Francis's friendfhip being neceflary to counterbalance the 
"^ 1T2Q. ~^ Emperor^s power, he, in order to fecure that, not only offered 
no remonftrances againft the total negledl of their allies, in the 
treaty of Cambray, but made Francis the prefent of a large 
fum^ as a brotherly contribution towards the payment of the 
ranfom for his fons ^ 

The Emf^or MEANWHILE the Empcror landed in Italy with a numerous 
^y« ^^^jj Qf ^i^^ Spanifti nobility, and a confiderable body of troops. 
He left the government of Spain during his abfence to the 
Emprefs Ifabella. By his long refidence in that country, he had 
acquired fuch thorough knowledge of the character of the 
people, that he could pcrfedUy accommodate the maxims of his 
government to their genius. He could even afTume, upon fome 
occafions, fuch popular manners, as gained wonderfully upon 
the Spaniards. A ftriking inftance of his difpofition to gratify 
them had occurred a few days before he embarked for Italy : He 
was to make his publick entry into the city of Barcelona; and 
fome doubts having arifen among the inhabitants, whether they 
fhould receive him as Emperor, or as Count of Barcelona, 
Charles inftantly decided in fevour of the latter, declaring that 
he was more proud of that ancient title, than of his Imperial 
crpwn. Soothed with this flattering expreflion of his regvd, 
the citizens welcomed him with acclamations of joy, and the 
ftates of the province fwore allegiance to his fon Philip, as heir 
of the county of Barcelona. A fimilar oath had been taken in 
all the kingdoms of Spain, with equal fatisfadion *. 

The Emperor appeared in Italy with the pomp and power of 
a conqueror; and ambaffadors from all the princes and dates of 

^ Herbert. Mem. de BelUy, p. 122. * Sandov. ii. p. 50. Ferrer, ix. ii6. 
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'jfliat country attended bis court waiting to receive his decifion Book V> 
'with regard to their fate. At Genoa, where he firft landed, he • " 

was received with the acclamations due to the proteftor of 
their liberties. Having honoured Doria with many marks of 
tiiftindion, and beflowed on the republick feveral new privi- 
leges, he proceeded to Bologna, the place fixed upon for his 
interview with the Pope. He afFefted to unite in his publick 
•entry into that city the ftate and majefty that fuited an Emperor, Nw. y. 
with the humility becoming an obedient fon of the church; and 
larhile at the head of twenty thoufand veteran foldiers, able to 
give law to all Italy, he kneeled down to kifs the feet of that 
very Pope whom he had fo lately detained a prifoner. The 
Italians, after fufFering fo much from the ferocity and licen- 
tioufnefs of his armies, and after having been long accuflomed 
to form in their imagination a picture of Charles which bore fome 
refemblance to that of the barbarous Monardis of the Gtoths 
or Huns, who had formerly afHided their country with like 
<alamities, were furprized to fee a prince of a graceful ap^ 
pearance, affable and courteous in his deportment, of regular 
manners, and of exemplary attention to all the offices of reli- 
gion \ They were ftill more aftonifhed when he fettled ail the 
concerns of flic princes ahd ftates which now depended on him, 
with a degree of moderation and equity much beyond what they 
had expeded. 

Charles himfelf, when hefetont from Spainy far from Hisnoaffn^ 

intending to give any fuch extritordinary proof of his felf- motivw of L 
tlenial, feems to have been refolved to avail himfelf to the utmoft 
of the fuperiority which he had acquired in Italy^ But various 

' Sandov. Hift. dell Emp. Cafl. V. ii. 50, 53, &c. 
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Book V. circumftances concurred in pointing out the neceflity of purfuing 

* j~^^ -' a very different courfe. The progrefs of the Turkifh Sultan, 
who, after over-running Hungary, had penetrated into Auftria^ 

Sept. 13. and laid fiege to Vienna with an army of an hundred and fifty 
thoufand men, loudly called on him to colled: his whole force 
to oppofe that torrent ; and though the valour of the Germans,, 
the prudent conduifl of Ferdinand, together with the treachery 

oa. i6* of the Vizier foon obliged Solyman to abandon that .enterprize 
With infamy and lofs, the religious diforders ftill growing in 
Germany made the Emperor's prefence highly neceffary there* : 
The Florentines, inftead of giving their confent to the re-efta- 
blifhment of the Medici, which by the treaty of Barcelona the 
Emperor had bound himfelf to procure, were preparing to defend 
theil* liberty by force of arms ; the vaft preparations for his journey 
had involved him in unufual expences ; and on this, as well as 
many other occafions, the multiplicity of his affairs, and the 
narrownefs of his revenues obliged him to contradt his vafl 
fchemes of ambition> and to forego prefent and certain advan- 
tages, that he might guard againft more remote but unavoidable 
dangers. Charles, from all ihefe confiderations, finding it necef- 
fary to affume an air of moderation, adied his part with a 
^good grace. He admitted Sforza into his prefence, and not 
only gave him a full pardon of all pafl offences^ but granted 
him the invefliture of the dutchy together with his niece the 
King of Denmark's daughter in marriage. He allowed, the 
duke of Ferrara to keep poffeffion of all his dominions, adjufling 
the points in difpute between him and the Pope with an imparti- 
ality not very agreeable to the latter. He came to a final accom- 
modation with the Venetians upon the reafonable condition of 

t Sleidian, 121. Gu:c. 1. xx. 550, 
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tteir reftoring whatever they had ufurped during the late war, Boox V. 
either in the Neapolitan or papal territories. In return for fo ^ TsigT^ 
many conceffions he exacted confidcrable fums from each of 
the powers with whom he treated, which they paid without 
reludiance, and which afforded him the means of proceeding on 
his journey towards Germany with a magnificence fuitable to 
his dignity \ 

These treaties, which reflored tranquillity to Italy . after a i>J'^- 
tedious war, the calamities of which had chiefly affe£ted the authority 
that country, were publifhed at Bologna with great folem- jJ^Floreici^^^ 
nity on the firfl day of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and thirty, amidfl the univerfal acclamations of the people, 
applauding the Emperor to whofe moderation and gcnerofity 
they afcribed the bleflings of peace which they had fo long 
defired. The Florentines alone did not partake of this general 
joy. Animated with a zeal for liberty more laudable than 
prudent, they determined to oppofe the refloration of tho 
Medici. The Imperial army had already entered their terri- 
tories, and formed the fiegc of their capital. But though de- 
ferted by all their allies, and left without any hope of fuccour, 
they defended themfelves many months with an obflinate valour 
worthy of better fuccefs, and even when they furrendered, they 
obtained a capitulation which gave them hopes of fecuring fome 
remains of their liberty. But the Emperor, from his defire to 
gratify the Pope, fruflrated all their expedations, and abolifh- 
ing their ancient form of government, raifed Alexander Medici 
to the fame abfolute dominion over that flate which his family 
have retained to the prefent times. Philibert de Chalons prince 

* Sandov. ii. 55, &c. 
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Book V. of Grange^ the Imperial general, was kHled during this ffcge?. 
His eftate and titles defcended to his fifter Claude dc GhalonSv* 
who was. married to Rene count of Naffau, and fhc tranfmittcd- 
to her poftcrity of the houfe of Naflau the title of Princes, of^ 
©range which they have rendered fb iHuftrious '.. 

State ofaf. After the publication of the peace at Bolbgna^ and the- 

fairs, civil cercmony of hisxoronation as King of Lombardy and Emperor 
in Germany, of the Romaus, which the Pope performed with the accuftomed 
izcb. 22 and formalities, nothing detained Charles in Italy ' ^ and he began. 
**^' to prepare for his journey: to.Geimanyi. Hi« prefeaice became 

every day more neceflary inrfiat country, and was foUcited with^ 
equal importunity by the catholicks and by the favourers of the- 
new dofl:rine&. During that long interval of tranquillity which -. 
the abfence of the Emperor, the contefts between him and the/ 
Pope, and his attention to the war with France afforded them>, 
the latter had gained much ground* Moft of the princes who . 
had embraced; Luther s opinions, had not only eilablifhed ini 
their territories that form of worlhip which he approved, buti 
bad entirely fupprefled the rites of the Romiflii churchy Many - 
of the free cities had imitated their conduS; Almoft one half 
of the Germanick body had revolted from the Papal fee, and I 
ilsdominion^ even in that part which had not hitherto fhakeai 
off the yokcf was confiderably weakened by the exanaple of the - 
neighbouring ftates^ or by thefecret progrefs of thofe do(9xines. 
which had undermined it among them* Wh^ttever fatisfadHon^ 
the Emperor^ while he was at open, enmity with the fee of.' 
Rome, might have fdt iix thofe events that tended to mortify. 

' Guic. 1. XX. p. 541, &c. p. Heuter. Rcr. Auftr. lib. x, c. +• p. 236, 
*^ H. Cornel. Agrippa,dc dupliei Corpnatione Car. V.. ap, &card» ii^ 266^ 
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aftd cmbarafs the Pop«, he could act help perceiving now, that Book V^, 
the religious divifions im Germany would, in the end, prove ^ p,^'' 
extremely hurtful to the Imperial authority. The weaknefs of 
former Emperors had fuffered the great vaffals of the Empire to ; 
make fuch fuccefcful encroachments upon their power and pre- 
rogative, that during the whole courfe of a war^ which hadl 
often required the exertion of his utmoft ftrength, Charles fcarce 
drew any efFedtual aid from Germany, and found that magnifi- 
cent titles orobfolete pretenlions were almoft the only advantages 
which he had gained hy^ fwaying the Imperial fceptre. He 
now became fully fenfible that if he did not recover in fome 
degree the prerogatives which his predeceffors had loft, and-' 
acquire the authority, as welLas poffcfs the name of head of 
the Empire, his high dignity would conftibute more to obftruft ! 

than to promotfe his ambitious fchemes. Nothing, he faw, was- 
more effential towards attaining this than to fupprefe opinions . 
which might form new bonds of confederacy among the princes 
of die Empire, and unite thent by ties ftronger and more facred 
than aity* political connedtion;^. Nothing feemed to lead more-, 
ctijairfy to the accompKlhment of his defigns^ than to employ 
zeal for the cftabliflied religion, of which he was the natural^ 
protedfa>r,. as the iaftrument of octending his civil' authority. . 

AccbRDiNGL Y, a profpeS nofdoner opened of coming to an pioceedmg^ 
accommodation with the Pope, than by the Emperor^s appoint- jf sjfrtf.*^ 
ment, a diet of the Empire was hield at Spires^ in order, to take March 15, , 
iato confideration the ftate of religion,^ The decree a£ the diet ^ 
affembled • diere in the year one thouTand five hundred and 
twenty-fix, which was almoft equivalent to a toleration of. 
Xiuther'^-ofinioiiSy had given great offence to the reft of Chrif-- 

tendonu. 
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Book V. tendom. The greateft delicacy of addrcfs, however, was requi- . 
fjte in proceeding to any decifion more rigorous. The minds of 
men kept in perpetual agitation by a controverfy carried on 
during twelve years without intcrmiffion of debate, or abatement 
of zeal, were now inflamed to an higb degree. They were 
accuftomed to innovations, and faw the boldeft of them fuccefs- 
ful. Having not only aboliflied old rites, but fubftituted new 
forms in their place, they were influenced as much by attach- 
ment to the fyftem which they had embraced, as by averfion to 
that which they had abandoned. Luther himfelf, qf afpirit not 
to be worn out by the length and obfl:inacy of the combat, or to 
become remifs upon fuccefs, continued the attack with as much 
vigour as he had begun it. His difciples, of w^hom many 
equalled him in zeal, and fome furpaflfed him in learning, were 
no lefs capable than their mafl:er to conduct the controverfy in 
the propereft manner. Many of the laity, and even of the 
princes, trained up amidft thefe inceflant difputations, and in the 
habit of lifl:ening to the arguments of the contending parties 
who alternately appealed to them as judges, came to be pro- 
foundly Ikilled in all the quefl:ions which were agitated, and,, 
iipon Qccafion, could fhew themfelves not inexpert in any of 
the arts with which thefe theological encounters were managed. 
It was obvious from all thefe circumftances, that any violent 
decifion of the diet muft have immediately precipitated matters 
into confufion,^ and have kindled in Germany the flames of a 
religious wan All, therefore, that the Archduke, and the other 
commiffioners appointed by the Emperor demanded of the diet,, 
was, to enjoin thofe ftates of the Empire who had hitherto 
obeyed the decree iflued againft Luther at Worms in the year 
XMie tboufand five hundred and twenty-four, to p^rfevere in the 
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cbfervation of it, and, to prohibit the other ftates from attempt- 
ing any farther innovation in religion, particularly from abo- ^^'^Tcroi 
lifliing the Mafs, before the meeting of a general council. 
After much difpute, a decree to that eflPed was approved of by 
a majority of voices \ 

The EFeftor of Saxony, the marquis of Brandenburgh, the Th-foiiowcn 
Landgrave of Hefle, the dukes of Lunenburgh, the prince of proieftagainft 
Anhalt, together with the deputies of fourteen Imperial or free ^^^"]' 
cities "", entered a folemn proteft againft this decree, as iinjuft and 
impious. On that account they were diftinguiflied by the name 
of PROTESTANTS", an appellation which hath fmce become 
-better known, and more honourable, by its being applied indiC- 
criminately toall the feds of whatever denomination which have 
revolted from the Rbman fee. Not fatisfiedwith' this decla- 
ration of their diflent from the decree of the diet, the Proteftants 
.fent ambafladors into Italy to lay their grievances before the 
Emperor, from whom they met with the moft difcouraging 
reception. Charles was at that time in clofe union with the Ddiberadon* 
Pope, and foUicitous to attach him. inviolably to his intereft. andEm^pSw. 
During their long refidence at Bologna, they held many conful- 
tations concerning the moft effedlual means of extirpating the 
Rerefies which had fprung up in Germany. Clement, whofe 
cautious and timid mind the propofal of a general council filled 
with horror, even beyond that which Popes, the conftant ene*? 

1 Sicid. Hift: 117. 

«» The fourteen cities were Stralburgh, Nurembergh^ Ulm, Conftancr, . 
Reutlingen, Windfheim, Meincngcn, Lindaw, Kempten, Hailbroii, I(ha,.. 
.Wciffemhurgh, Norilingen, andSt. Gal. 

■ Slfid. Hift. 119. F. Paul, Hift. p. 45. ^ Seckead. ii. 127. 
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Book"V, mies of fuch affemblies, ufuolly feel, employed every argumeSt 
to difluade the Emperor from confenting to that meafure. He 
reprefented general councils as fadious^ ungovernable, prefump-- 
tuous, formidable to civil authority, and too flow in their ope- 
rations to remedy diforders which required an- immediate cure. 
Experience, he faid, had now taught both the Emperor and 
liimfelf, that forbearance and lenity exafperated the fpirit of 
rinnovation which they ought to liave mollified ; it was neceflary, 
therefore, tolhave recourfe to the rigorous methods which fuch 
a defperate cafe^xequired; Leo^s fentence of excommunication, 
and the decree of the diet at Worms Should be carried into exe- 
cution, and it vras incumbent on the Emperor to employ his 
whole power, in order to overawe tfec^e on whom the reverence 
idne either to ecdefialtic^l or civil authority had no longer any 
influence. ^Charles, whofe views were very dilBFereot from the 
Pope's,. and who became daily more fenfible^how ebitinate and 
(deep rooted the evil was, thought of reooaciting thePTOteftant^ 
j>y means lefs vicdent, and confidered thecoBivocadon of a coun- 
cil as no improper expedient for that purpofe; but promifed, if 
thefe gentler arts failed of fuccefs, diat then he would exert 
liimfelf with vigour to reduce thoic ftubbom enexxues of the 
Xlatholic fidth % 

Xmpcror pre- SucH were the fentiments with which &e Emperor fet out 

Dfet of Augf- ^^^ Germany, having already appointed a diet of the Empire 

burg. to be held at Augft>urg. fa his journey towards that city, he 

1530. ' had many opportunities of obferving tiie difpofltion of the Ger- 

.mans with regard to the points in controverfy, and found their 

minds every where to much initated and inflamed^ as convinced 

• F. Paul, 47. Seek. 1. ti. 142. Sift, de CMfeO: d* Auxbouig, par D. 
Chjrtrcus, 410. Aiitw. 1572, p. 6. 
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him that nothing tending to feverity or rigour ought to be Book V. 
attempted, till all other meafures proved ineffeduaU He made* "^^iTizT^ 
his publick entry into Augfburg with extraordinary pomp ; and 
found there fuch a full aflembly of the members of the diet as J^= «5- 
was fuitable both to the importance of the affairs which w^ere to 
come under their confideration, and to the honour of an ILmpc- 
ror, who, after a long abfence, returned to them crov.nicd with 
reputation and fuccefs. His prefcnce fqems to have communi- 
cated to all parties an unufual fpirit of moderation and defirc of 
peace. The Eledlor of Saxony would not permit Luther to 
accompany him to the diet, left he fhould offend the Emperor by 
bringing into his prefence a perfon excommunicated by the 
Pope, and the author of all thofe diffenfions which it now 
appeared fo difficult to compofe. At the Emperor's dcfire, all the 
Proteftant princes forbad the divines who accompanied them to 
preach in publick during their refidence at Augfburg. For the 
fame reafon they employed Melandhon, the man of the greateft 
learning, as wxll as of the moft pacific and gentle fpirit among 
the Reformers, to draw up a confcffion of their faith cxpreffcd 
in terms as little offcnfivc to the Roman Catholics, as a regard . 
for truth would permit. Melanflhon, who fcldom fuffered the The confcf- 
rancour of controverfy to envenom his ft}^le, even in writings b^ro^ ° 
purely polemical, executed a tafk fo agreeable to his natural dif- 
pofition with great moderation and fuccefs. The Creed which 
he compofed, known by tlie name of tlic Confeffion of Aug- 
fburg, from the place where it was prcfcntcd, vvas read piib- 
lickly in the diet; fome Popilh divines v.crc appointed to 
examine it ; they brought in their animadvcrfions; a difputc 
enfued between them and M.^l::nifthon, fecondcd by fome of his 
brethren; but though Mclanflhon foftcned fome articles. 
Vol. II, .U u made 
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Book V. made conceffions witli regard to others, and put the leaft except 
^ i^^oT^ tionablc fenfe upon all ; though the Emperor himfelf laboured 
with great earneftnefs to reconcile the contending parties ; {o 
many marks of diftin<iiion were now eilablifhed, and fuch infu- 
perable barriers placed between the two churches, that all hopes* 
of bringing about a coalition feemed utterly deiperate '., 

From the divines, among whom his endeavours had been fo» 
unfuccefsful, Charles turned to the princes their patrons. Nor 
did he find them, how defirous foever of accommodation, or* 
willing to oblige the Emperor, more difpofed than the former* 
to renounce their opinions. At that time, zeal for religion took 
pofleflion of the minds of men to a degree which can fcarce be 
conceived by thofe who live in an age when the paffibns excited* 
by the firft manifeftation of truth, and the firft recovery of liberty,, 
have in great meafure ceafed to operate. This zeal was then of 
fuch ftrength as to overcome attachment to their political intereft, 
which is commonly the predominant motive among princes,. 
The Eltdlor of Saxony, the Landgrave of Hefle, and other chiefs 
ef the Proteffants, though folicited feparately by the Emperor,, 
and allured by the promife or profpedl of thofe advantages 
which it was known they were moft folicitous to attain^, 
rcfufed, with a fortitude highly worthy of imitation, to abandon 
what they deemed the caufe of God for the fake of any earthly 
acquifition^. 

Severe decree Etery fcheme in order to gain or difunite the Proteftant' 
Protcftants. party proving abortive, nothing now remained for the Emperor 

p Seckend. Hb. ii. 159, &c. Abr. Sculteti Annales Evangelici ap. Herm. 
Von der Hard. Hlft. Liter. Reform. Lipf. 17 17. fol. p. 159. 
« Sleid. 132. Scultet. Annal. I58» 

9 but 
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but to take fome vigorous mcafures towards afferting the doc- Book V. 
trines and authority of the eftablifhcd church. Thefe, Cam- ,T'^^^ ^ 
peggio, the Papal nuncio, had always iccommended as the only 
proper and efFedlual courfe of dealing with fuch obftinate here- 
tics. In compliance with his opinions and remonflrances, the 
diet iflued a decree, condemning moft of the peculiar tenets held Nov. 19. 
by the Proteftants ; forbidding any perfon to protecSl or tolerate 
thofe who taught them; enjoining a ftrid obfervancc of the 
eftablifhed rites ; and prohibiting any further innovation under 
feverc penalties. All orders of men were required to aflift with 
their perfons and fortunes in carrying this decree into execution ; 
and fuch as rcfufed to obey it were declared incapable of adUng 
as judges, or of appearing as parties in the Imperial chamber, 
the fuprcmc court of judicature in the Empire. To all lich 
.was fubjoined a promife that an application fhould h-.- made to 
the Pope, requiring him to call a general council within fix 
months, in order to terminate all controverfies by its fovereign 
decifions '. 

The feverity of this decree, which they confidered as a pre- They enter 
hide to the moft violent perfecutions, alarmed the Proteftants, a^SmalWdc, 
and convinced them that the Emperor was refolved on their de- 
ftruftion. The dread of thofe calamities which were ready to fall 
on the church, opprefled the feeble fpirit of Melandlhon; and as 
if the caule had already been defperate, he gave up himfelf to 
melancholy and lamentation. But Luther, who during the meeting 
of the diet had endeavoured to confirm and animate his party by 
feveraltreatifes which he addrefled to them, was not difconcerted 
or difinayed at the profpcd of this new danger. He comforted 

'Sleid. 139. 

Uu 8 Melandhon 
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BookV. Mclandhon and his other defponding difciples, and exhorted 
j^^^. the princes not to abandon thofe truths which they had lately 
aflerted with fuch laudable boldnefs*. His exhortations made 
the deeper impreflion upon them as they were greatly alarmed 
at that time by the account of a combination among the Popifh 
princes of the Empire for the maintenance of the eftablifhed 
religion, to which Charles himfelf had acceded \ This con- 
vinced them that it was neceflary to ftand on their guard ; and 
that their own faf ety as well as the fuccefs of their caufe depended 
on union. Filled with this dread of theadverfe party, and with 
thefe fentiments concerning the condu<3: proper for themfelves, 
they aflembled at Smalkalde. There, they concluded a league of 
mutual defence againft all aggreflbrs % by which they formed 
the Proteftant ftates of the Empire into one regular body, and 
beginning already to confider themfelves as fuch, they refolved 
to apply to the Kings of France and England, and to implore 
them to affift and patronize their new confederacy. 

^^uDiff^^to^' Ak affair not conneded with religion furniflied them with a 
\^ ^ *i"'\^T pretence for courting the aid of foreign princes. Charles, 
King of the whofe ambitious views enlarged in proportion to the incf eafe of 
his power and grandeur, had formed a fcheme of continuing the 
Imperial crown in his family, by procuring hjis brother Ferdi- 
nand to be eledcd King of the Romans. The prefent jundure 
was favourable for the execution of that defign. The Empe- 
ror's arms had been every where vidiorious; he had given law 
to all Europe at the late peace; 'no rival now remained in a 
condition to balance or to controul himj and the Eledlors, 

• Seek. ii. 180. Sleid. 140. <Seck. ii. 200. liL II. * Sleid. Hitt. 142. 
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dazzled by the fplendorof his fuccefs, or overawed by the great- Book V. 
nefs of his power, durft fcarce difpute the will of a prince whofe ^ TfoT^ 
foUicitations carried with them the authority of commands. 
Nor did he want plaufible reafons to enforce the mcafure. The 
affairs of his other kingdoms, he faid, obliged him to be often 
abfent from Germany ; the growing diforders occafioned by the 
controverfies about religion, as well as the formidable neigh- 
bourhood of the Turks, who continually threatened to break in 
with their defolating armies into the heart of the Empire, requi- 
red the conftant prefence of a prince endowed with prudence 
capable of compofmg the former, and with power and valour 
fufEcient to repel the latter. His brother Ferdinand poflefled 
thefe qualities in an eminent degree; by refiding long, in 
Germany, he had acquired a thorough knowledge of their con- 
ftitution and manners ; having been prefent almoft from the firft 
rife of their religious diflenfions, he knew what remedies w^ere 
moft proper, what they could bear, and how to apply them; 
as his own dominions lay on the Turkifh frontier, he was the 
natural defender of Germany againft the invafions of the Infi- 
dels, being prompted by intereft no lefs than he would be bound 
in duty to oppofe them. 

These arguments made little impreflion on the Proteftknts. The Pro- 

T^ • It t t • , , ., , teftants avexfc 

Experience taught them, that nothing had contributed more to lo it. 
the undifturbed progrefs of their opinions, than the interregnum 
after Maximilian's death, the long abfence of Charles, and the 
flacknefs in the reins of government which thefe occafioned; 
after deriving fuch advantages from a ftate of anarchy, they 
were extremely unwilling to give themfelves a new and a fixed 
mallen They perceived clearly the extent of Charles's ambi- 
tion, ; 
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Book V. tion, that he aimed at rendering the Imperial crown hereditary 
^.^^ in his family, and would of courfe eftablifh in the Empire an 
abfolute dominion, to which eleftive princes could not have 
afpired with equal facility. They determined therefore to oppofc 
Ferdinand's cledion with the utmoft vigour, and to roufe their 
countrymen by their example and exhortations, to withftand this 
encroachment on their liberties. The Eledor of Sa:cony 
i53«- accordingly, not only refufed to be prefent in the eleftoral col- 

January 5. IcgCj which the Empcror fummoned to meet at Cologne, but 
inftrudted his eldeft fon to appear there, and to proteft againft 
the eledion as informal, illegal, contrary to the articles of the 
golden bull, and fubverfive of the liberties of the Empire. But 

HeiichofcD. jj^g other Eledors, whom Charks had been at great pains 
to gain, without regarding either his abfence or proteft, chofe 
Ferdinand King of the Romans j who a few days after was 
crowned at Aix-la-Chapellc \ 

^]5?^lf^'°" The account of this tranfadion, as well as of the commence- 

of ihc Pro- 

tcftancs with mcnt of fome profecutions againft them on account of their reli- 
gious principles, in the Imperial chamber, being brought to the 
Proteftants, who were aflembled a lecond time at Smalkalde, 
they thought it neceflary both to renew their former confederacy, 
and immediately to difpatch their ambafllidors into France and 

Feb. 29, England. Francis had obfervcd, with all the jealoufy^oTa rival, 
the reputation which the Emperor had acquired by his feeming 
dilintereftcdnefs and moderation in fettling the affairs of Italy ; and 
beheld with great concern, the fucccfsful ftep which he had taken 
towards pc!petuating and extending his authority in Germany 
by the election of a King of the Romans, Nothing, however, 

■ Slcid. 142. SecL iii. i. P. Hcuter. Rer. Auifa*. lib. x. c. 6. p. 240. 

would 
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would have been more impolitic than to precipitate into a new Book V* 
war his kingdom exhauftcd by extraordinary cllorts, anddilcou- 
raged by ill fuccefs, before it had got time to recruit its Hrength, 
or to forget part misfortunes. Nor could he, when no provoca- 
tion had been given, and f^arce a pretext had been atfordcd 
him, violate a treaty of pc:icc which he liimielf had {o hiicly 
folicited, witl>oat forfeitinj^ the efteem of all Europe, and be- 
ing detefted as a prince void of probity and honour. He ob- 
ferved, with great joy, powerful fadions beginning to form 
in the Empire; he lirtened with the utmoft eagerncfs to the 
complaints of the Proteftant princes ; and without fceming to 
countenance their religious opinions, determined fecretly to 
cherifli thofe fparks of political difcord which might be after- 
wards kindled into a flame. For this purpofe, he fcnt William 
de Bellay, one of the ablcR nef ociators in France, into Germany, 
who vili ting the courts of the malecontent princes, and heigluen- 
ing their ill-humour by various arts, concluded an alliance 
between them and his mafter% which though concealed at that 
time, and produ<Sive of no immediate efFcds, laid the founda-- 
tion of an union fatal on raanyoccafions to Charles's ambitious 
projedls ; and fhewed the difcontented princes of Germany, . 
where they might, for the future, find a protestor no Icfs power- 
ful than willing to undertake their defence againft the encroach- 
ments of the Emperor. 



land. 



The King of England, highly intcnfed againft Charles, in with Eng- 
complaifance to whom, the Pope had long retarded, and now 
openly oppofed his divorce, was no Icfs difpofcd than Francis 
tD.ftrengthen a league which might be rendered fo formidable 



J Bdlay, 129, a« 130, b. Seek. iii. I4» 

to 
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Kv^i^K V, to the F.mpcror. But his favourite projedl of the divorce led him 
^^ — .'1.7 ' into iacii a laSyrinth of fchcmcs and ncgociations, and he was, 
at the lame time, fo intent on abolifliing the papal jurifdidion 
in l\ngland, that he had no leifure for foreign affairs; and was 
ohtli^cd to latlsfy lumillf witli giving general promifes, together 
with a fmall fupply in money to tlic confederates of Smalkaldc '. 

c)>r«!f< Mr AN WHILE, manv clrcumftanccs convinced Charles that 

I'luiciUuu. ^/ij; ^vas not a junclure when the extirpation of herefy was to 
he attempted by violence and rigour ; tliat, in compliance with 
the Pope's inclinations, he had already proceeded with impru- 
dent precipitation ; and that it was more his intereft to confo- 
lidate Germany into one united and vigorous body, than to 
divide and enfeeble it by a civil war. The Proteftants, already 
confiderable by their numbers, and their zeal, had now acquired 
additional weight and importance by their joining in that con- 
federacy into which the rafli fteps taken at Auglburg had forced 
ihem. Having now difcovcred their own ftrength, they de- 
fpiled the decifions of the Imperial chamber; and being fecure 
of foreign pR^tedion, were ready to fet the head of the Empire 
at defiance. At the fame time his peace with France was pre- 
carious, the friendlhip of an irrcfolute and interefled pontiff was 
not to be relied on ; and Solyman, in order to repair the infamy 
and K.fi> which his arms had fuftained in the former campaign, was 
prcpiiring to enter Auftria with more numerous forces. On .ill 
thcfe accounts, cfpccially the laft, a fpeedy accommodation with 
the malecontent princes, was neeellani- not only for the accom- 
pliihment of his future fchcmes, but for afcertaining his prefent 
fal'cry, Ncijociations were, accordingly, carried on by his 

« Herbert, 152, 154. 
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tliredion with the Eledlor of Saxony and his affociates ; after Book V» 
maiiy delays occafioned by their jealoufy of the Emperor, ^^ JT^^] 
and of eacli other, after innumerable difficulties arifing from the 
inflexible nature of religious tenets, which cannot admit of 
being altered, modified, or relinquifhed in the fame man* Grants ihem 
ner as points of political intereft, terms of pacification were tcrnu. 
agreed upon at Nuremberg, and ratified folemnly in the J^^y^j. 
Diet at Ratifbon. In this treaty, it was ftipulated. That uni- 
verfal peace be cftabliflied in Germany, imtil the meeting of a 
general council, the convocation of which within fix months the 
Emperor fliall endeavour to procure ; That no perfon be moleft- 
ed on account of religion ; That a flop be put to all procefles 
begun by the Imperial chamber againft Proteftants, and the 
fentences already pafled to their detriment be declared void. 
On their part, the Proteftants engaged to affift the Emperor with 
all their forces in refifting the invafion of the Turks i. Thus by 
their firmnefs in adhering to their principles, by the unanimity 
with which they urged all their claims, and by their dexterity 
in availing themfelves of the Emperor's fituation, the Proteftants 
obtained terms which amounted almoft to a toleration of their 
religion ; all the conceffions were made by Charles, none by them ; 
even the favourite point of their approving his brother's eledtion 
was not mentioned ; and the Proteftants of Germany, who had 
hitherto been viewed only as a religious fed, came henceforth 
to be confidered as a political body of no fmall confequcnce ^ 

The intelligence which Charles received of Solymaa*s having Campwgnla 
jcntered Hungary at the head of three hundred thoufand mc% ""8*T^ 

•Du Mont Corps Diplomatique, torn, iv, part ii. 87, 8g% 
^ Sleid. 149, &c. Seek. iii. 19. 
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Book V. cut fliort the deliberations of the Diet at Ratifbon ; the contin- 
I "32. g^^^ both of troops and money which each prince was to furniflu 
towards the defence of the Empire having been already fettled. 
The Proteftants, as a teftimony of their gratitude to the 
Emperor, exerted themfelves with extraordinary zeal, and 
brought into the field forces that exceeded in number the quota 
impofed on them; and the Cathohcs imitating their example, 
one of the greateft and beft appointed armies that had ever been 
levied in Germany, aflembled near Vienna. Being joined by 
a body of Spanifli ai^d Italian veterans under the marquis del 
Guafto ; by fome heivy armed cavalry from the Low-Countries ;, 
and by the troops which Ferdinand had raifed in Bohemia, 
Auftria, and his other territories, it amounted in all to ninety 
thoufand difciplined foot, and thirty thoufand horfe, befides a 
prodigious fwarm of irregulars. Of this vaft army, worthy 
the firft prince in Chriftendom, the Emperor took the command 
in perfon ; and mankind waited in fufpenfe the iffue of a deci- 
five battle between the two greateft Monarchs in the world. 
But each of them dreading the other's power and good fortune, 
they both conduced their operations with fuch exccflive caution, 
that a campaign, for which fuch immenfe preparations had 

September bccn made, ended without any memorable event. Solyman 

andOdtobcr. ... . 

finding it impoffible to gain ground upon an enemy always 
attentive, and on his guard, marched back to Conftantinople 
towards the end of autumn ^ It is remarkable that in fuch ^ 
martial age, when every gentleman was a foldier, and every 
prince a general, this was the firft time that Charles, who had 
already carried on fiich extenfive wars, and gained fo many 
vidorics, appeared at the head of his troops. In this firft cflay 

« Jovli Hift, lib* 30. p. 100, &c. Barre Hift. de TEmpire, i. 8. 347* - 
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of his arms, to have oppofcd fuch a leader as Solyman, was no Book V. 
fmall honour ; to have obliged him to retreat merited very con- ^ 7^x17^ 

fidcrable praifc. 

About the beginning of this campaign, the Eledor of y^^g^ ,5^ 
Saxony died, and was fucceedcd by his fon John Frederick. 
The Reformation rather gained than loft by that event ; the 
new Elector, no lefs attached than his predecefTors to the opi- 
nions of Luther, occupied the ftation which they had held at the 
head of the Proteftant party, and defended, with the boldnefs 
and zeal of youth, that caufe which they had foftered and 
reared with the caution of old age. 

Immediately after the retreat of the Turks, Charles, im- TheEmpe- 

-r n ' r i • i • i /• t i ror'sintcrviewr 

patient to reviiit opam, let out, on his way thither, tor Italy, with the Pope 
As he was extremely defirous of an interview with the Pope, spain.^*^ 
they met a fecond time at Bologna, with the fame external 
demonflrations of refpedl and friendfliip, but with little of that 
confidence which had fubfifted between them during their late 
negociations there. Clement was much diflatisfied with the 
Emperor's proceedings at Augfburg ; his conceflions with regard 
to the fpecdy convocation of a council, having more than can- 
celled all the merit of the fevcre decree againft the dodrines of 
the Reformers. The toleration granted to the Proteftants at 
Ratifbon, and the more explicit promife concerning a council 
with which it was accompanied, had irritated him ftill farther. 
Charles, however, partly from convi£lion that the meeting of a 
council would be attended with falutary effects, and partly from 
his defire to pleafe the Germans, having folicited him by his 
arnbaffadors to call that affembly without delay, and now urging conccrntng'a 
the fame thing in perfon, Clement was greatly embaraffed what ^"^^^i co«n- 

X X a reply 
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Book V. reply he fliould make to a requeft, which it was iiidecent to^ 
*' .^'~ ^ refufe, and dangerous to grant. He endeavoured at firft to 
divert Charles from the meafure, but finding him inflexible, he 
had recourfe to artifices which he knew would delay, if not en* 
tirely defeat the calling of that affembly. Under the plaufible 
pretext of its being prcvioufly neceflary to fettle, with all parties 
concerned, the place of the council's meeting ; the manner of 
its proceedings ; the right of the perfons who fhould be admit- 
ted to vote ; and the authority of their decifions ; he difpatched a 
nuncio, accompanied by an ambaflador from the Emperor, to- 
the Ele<aor of Saxony as head of the Proteftants*. With regard, 
to each of thefe articles, inextricable difficulties and contefts . 
arofe. The Proteftants demanded a council to be held in Ger-* 
many; the Pope infifted that it fhould meet in Italy; they 
contended that all points in difpute fhould be determined by the 
words of holy fcripture alone ; he confidered the decrees of the 
church, and the opinions of fathers and dodtors as of equal 
authority ; they required a free council in* which the divines ■ 
commiffioned by different churches fhould be allowed a voice ; 
he aimed at modelling the council in fuch a manner as would" 
render it entirely depencJant on his pleafure : Above all, the 
Proteflants thought it unreafonable that they fhould bind them- 
frlves to fubmit to the decrees^ of a council, before they knew • 
on what principles thefe decrees were to be founded, by whati 
perfons they were to be pronounced, and what forms of pro- 
ceeding they would obferve. The Pope maintained it to be alto- 
gether unnecefTary to call a council, if thofe who demanded it 
did not prcvioufly declare their refolution to acquiefce in its . 
decrees. In order to adjuft fuch a variety of points, many ex- 
pedients were propofed, and the negociations fpuu out to fuch; 

alengthv 
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a length, as efFedhully anfwered Clement's purpofe of putting Book V- 
oflF the meeting of a council, without drawing on himfelf the ^^"^rltlT^ 
whole infamy of obftrudting a mcafure which all Europe deemed 
£0 effential to the good of the church ^ 

Together with this negpciktibn about calling acouncil, the ^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
Emperor carried on another which he had flill more at heart, Irving the 

* . nii*/ii*Ti AT^ -11 tranquillity of* 

for fecunng the peace eftablilhed m Italy. As Francis had re- luiy, 
nounced his pretenfions in that country with great reludance, 
Charles made no doubt, but that he would lay hold on the firft 
pretext afforded him, or embrace the firft opportunity which, 
prefented itfelf of recovering what he had loft. It became necef— 
fary, on this account, to take meafures- for afTembling an army 
able to oppofe him. As his treafury, drained by a long war, 
could not fupply the fums requifite for keeping fuch a body 
oonftantly on foot, he attempted to throw that burden on his 
allies, and to provide for the fafety of his own dominions at 
their expence, by propofmg that the Italian ftates fhould enter 
into a league of defence againft all invaders ; that, on the firft 
appearance of danger, an army fhould be raifcd and maintained: 
at the common charge ; and that Antonio de Leyva fhould be 
appointed.the gcneraliffimo. Nor, was thepropofal unacceptable 
to Clement, tho**for a reafon very different from that which in- 
duced the Emperor to make it. He hoped, by this expedient, to 
deliver Italy from the German and Spaniih veterans which had 
folong filled all the powers inthat country with. terror, and ftill: 
kept them in-: fubjedtion to the. Imperial yoke. A league was Ftb. 24^ 
accordingly, concluded ; all the Italian ftates, the Venetians 
^cepted, acceded to it; the fum which each of -the contrading; 

* F. Paul, Hift. 61. Scckcjid. iii. 73. 
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Book V. parties flioiild furnifli towards maintaining the army was fixed; 

,. ,, the Emperor agreed to withdraw the troops which gave fo 

much umbrage to his allies, and which he was unable any longer 

to fupport. Having difbanded part of them, and removed the 

reft to Sicily and Spain, he embarked on board Doria's galUes, 

April 2 2. and arrived at Barcelona \ 

Dcfignsand NOTWITHSTANDING all his precautions for fecuring the 
'^f ^r* f'^"\ P^'"^^^ ^^ Germany, and maintaining that fyftem which he had 
King againfl cftablilhcd ill Italy, the "Rlmperor became every day more and 
more apprehenfive that both would be foon difturbed by the 
intrigues or arms of the French King. His apprehenfions were 
well founded, as nothing but the defperate fituation of his 
affairs could have brought Francis to give his confent to a treaty 
fo difhonourable and dillidvantageous as that of Cambray : He 
at the very time of ratifying it, had formed a refolution to obfcrv'C 
it no longer than ncceflity compelled him, and took a folemn 
protcft, though with the moft profound fecrecy, againft feveral 
articles in the treaty, particularly that whereby he renounced all 
pretcnfions to the dutchy of Milan, as unjuft, injurious to his 
heirs, and invalid. One of the crown lawyers, by his command, 
entered a proteft to the fame purpofe, and with the like fecrecy, 
when the ratification of the treaty was regiftered in the parlia- 
ment of Paris ' ; and Francis fcems to have thought that, by 
employing an artifice unworthy of a King, deftrudive of pub- 
lic faith, and of the mutual confidence on which all tranfadlions 
between nations are founded, he was releafed from any obliga- 
tion to perform the moft folemn promifes, or to adhere to the 
moft facred engagements. From the moment he concluded the 

• Guic, L XX. 551. Fcrrerif, ix. 145. 

' Dm Moot Corps Dtplom. torn. ir. part 2. p. 52. 
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peace of Cambray, he wiflicd and watched for an opportunity Book V. 
of violating it with fafety. He endeavoured for that reafon to ^""^I^ ^ 
ftrengthcn his alliance with the King of England, whofc friend- 
fliip he cultivated with the greateft afliduity. He put the 
military force of his own kingdqm on a better and more refpedt- 
able footing than ever. He artfully fomented the jealoufy and 
difcontent of the German princes. 

But above all, Francis laboured to break the flrl£t confe- particularly 
deracy which fubfifted between Charles and Clement; and vviihthcPope. 
he hafl foon the fatisfadlion to obfcrve appearances of difguft 
and alienation arifmg in the mind of that fufpicious and inte- 
refted Pontiff, which gave him hopes that. their union would not 
be lafting. As the Emperor's decifion in favour of the duke of 
Ferrara had greatly irritated the Pope, Francis aggravated the 
injuftice of that proceeding, and flattered him that the Papal fee 
would find in him a more impartial and no lefs powerful pro- 
tedor. As the importunity with which Charles demanded a 
council was extremely ofFenfivc to the Pope, Francis artfully 
created obftacles to -prevent it, and attempted to divert the Ger- 
man princes, his allies, from infirting fo obftinatcly on that 
point *. As the Emperor had gained fuch an afccndant over 
Clement by contributing to aggrandize his family, Francis 
endeavoured to allure him by the fame irrefiftible bait, propo- 
fmg a marriage between his fccond fon Henry duke of Orleans, 
and Catharine, the daughter of the Pope's coufin Laurence di 
Medici. On the firft overtures of this match, tlie Emperor 
could not pcrfuade himfelf that iFrancis really intended to debafc 
the royal blood of France by an alliance w4th Catharine, whofc 

< Bellay, 141, &c. Seek. iii. 48. F. Paul, 63. 
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BookV. anc^ftors had been fo lately private citizens and merchants m 
Florence, and believed that he meant only to flatter or amufe 
the ambitious PontifF. He thought it neceflary, however, to 
efface the impreflion which fuch a dazding offer might have 
made, by promifmg to break t)ff the marriage which had beea 
agreed on between his own niece theKingof Denmark^s daugh- 
ter, and the Duke of Milan, and to fubftitute Catharine in her 
place. But the French ambafladors producing unexpeftedly full 
powers to conclude the marriage treaty with the dukeof Orleans, 
this expedient had no effett. Clement was fo highly pleafed 
with an honour which added fuch luftre and dignity to the 
houfe of Medici, that he offered to grant Catharine the invefti- 
ture of conliderable territories in Italy by way of portion ; he 
vfeemed ready to fupport Francis in profecuting his ancient 
claims iri that country, and confented to a perfonal interview 
with that Monarch \ 



Interview be- 
tween the 
Pope and 
.Francis* 



OAobcr. 



Oharles was at the utmoft pains to prevent a meeting, in 
which nothing was likely to pafs but what vrould be of detri- 
ment to him ; nor could he bear, after he had twice condefcended 
to vifit the Pope in his own territories, that Clement fhould beftow 
fuch a mark of diftindion on his rival, as to venture on a voy- 
age by fea, at an unfavourable feafon, in order to pay court to 
Francis in the French dominions. But the Pope's eagernefs to 
accomplifh the match overcame all fcruples of pride, or fear, or 
jealoufy, which rauft have influenced him on any other occafion* 
The interview, notwithftanding feveral artifices of the Emperor 
to prevent it, took place at Marfeilles with extraordinary pomp, 
and demonflrations of confidence on both iides; and the mar- 



* Guic. 1. XX. 551, 533. Bellay, 138, 
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riage, which the ambition and abilities of Catharine rendered Book V. 

in the fequel as fatal to France, as it was then thought difho- ^^ — TcjIT^ 

nourable, was confummated. But whatever fchemes may have 

been fecretly concerted by the Pope and Francis in favour of the 

duke of Orleans, to whom his father propofcd to make over all 

his rights in Italy, fo careful were they to avoid giving any caufe 

of oflFence to the Emperor, that no treaty was concluded between 

them ** ; and even in the marriage-articles, Catharine renounced 

all claims and pretenlions in Italy, except to the dutchy of 

Urbino '. 



Ba T at the very time when he was carrying on thefe ncgociations, P*"^ » ^•'•^ 
and tormmg this connection with Francis, which gave 10 great gard to the 
umbrage to the Emperor, fuch was the artifice and duplicity of ui^,d[vonl! 
Clement's charadler, that he fufFered the latter to dired all his 
proceedings with regard to the King of England, and was no 
lefs attentive to gratify him in that particular, than if the 
moft cordial union had ftill fubfifted between them. Henry's 
fuit for a divorce had now continued near fix years ; during all 
which period the Pope negociated, promifed, retradled, and con- 
cluded nothing. After bearing repeated delays and difappoint- 
ments, longer than could have been expefted from a prince of 
fuch a cholerick and impetuous temper, his patience was at laft 
fo much exhaufted, that he applied to another tribunal for that de- 
cree which he had folicited in vain at Rome. Cranmer, archbifliop 
of Canterbury, by a fentence founded on the authority of Univer- 
fities, Dodlors, and Rabbles, who had been confulted with refpedl 
to the point, annulled the King's marriage with Catharine; her 
daughter was declared illegitimate ; and Anne Boleyn acknow- 

* Gulc. 1. 20. 555. * Du Mont Corps Diplom. iv. p u. lor.. 
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rity aboli(hed 
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ledged as Queen of England. At the iame time Henry began 
to negle<a and to threaten the Pope whom he had hitherto 
courted, and to make innovations in the church, of which he 
had formerly been fuch a zealous defender. Clement, who had 
already fecn fo many provinces and kingdoms revolt from the 
Holy See, became apprehenfive at laft that England would imi* 
tate their example, and partly from his folicitude to prevent 
that fatal blow, partly in compliance with the French King's 
iblicitations, determined to give Henry fuch iatisfadion a» 
might ftill retain him within the bofom of the church. But 
the violence of the Cardinals, devoted to the Emperor, did not 
allow the Pope leifure for executing this prudent refolution, and 
hurried him, with a precipitation fatal to the Roman fee, to 
iflue a bull refunding Cranmer's fcntence, confirming Henry's 
marriage witli Catharine, and declaring him excommunicated, 
if, within a time fpecified, he did not abandon the wife he had 
taken, and return to her whom he had deferted* Enraged at 
this unexpeded decree, Henry kept no longer any meafurea 
with the court of Rome ; his fubjeds feconded his refentment 
aiid indignation; an a£t of Parliament was palled, aboli£hi]>g 
the Papal power and jurifdidion in England; by another^ 
the King was declared fupreme head of the church, and all the 
authority of which the Popes were deprived was vefted in him* 
That vafl fabrick of ecclefiaftical dominion which had been 
raifed with fuch art, and whofe foundations feemed fo deep, 
being no longer fupported by the veneration of the people, was 
overturned in a moment. Henry himfelf, with the caprice 
peculiar to his charader, continued to defend the dodrines of 
the Romifli church as fiercely as he attacked its jurifdifkion.. 
He alternately perfecuted the Proteftants for rejeiSing the for- 
mer, and the Catholicks for acknowledging the latter. But his 
4 fubje£t8 
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fiibjcfis being once permi tted to enter into new paths, did not chufe Bo ok V, 

to (tep fliort at the precife point prefcribed by him. Having been ^ ,7iZ ^ 

encouraged by his example to break fome of their fetters, they 

Were fo impatient to fhake off all that remained'', that in 

the following reign, with the general applaufe of the nation, 

a total feparation was made from the church of Rome in articles 

of dodh-inc, as well as in matters of difciplinc and jurifdidion. 

A SHORT delay might have faved the See of Rome from all r>cath of 

11 /• /• ^1 * rt /• i-i r Clement Vlf. 

the unhappy conlequences of Clement s ramnels. Soon after 
lu8 fentence againft Henry, he fell into a languiftiing diftemper, 
which gradually wafting his conftitution, put an end to his Pon- 
tificate, the moft unfortunate, both diiring its continuance, and Sept. 25^ 
by its effeds, that the church had known for many ages. The 
very day on which the Cardinals entered the conclave, they raifed V^f^^^ ^ 
to the Papal throne Alexander Farnefe, dean of the facred col- oa. 13. 
lege, and the eldeft member of that body, who affumed the name 
of Paul 111. The account of his promotion was received with 
extraordinary acclamations of joy by the people of Rome, highly 
pleafed, after an interval of more than an hundred years, to fee 
the crown of St. Peter placed on the head of a Roman citizen. 
Perfons more capable of judging, formed a favourable prefage 
of his adminiftration, from the experience which he had acquired 
under four Pontificates, as well as the character of prudence and 
moderation which he had uniformly maintained in a ftation of 
great eminence, and during an adive and difficult jun(9xire that 
required both talents and addrefs '. 

Europe, it is probable, owed the continuance of its peace td 
the death of Clement; for although no traces remain in hiftorjr 

* Herbert. Bum. Hift. of Reform. » Guic. 1. 20. 556, F, Paul. 64. 
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Book V. of any league concluded between him and Francis, it is fcarei^ to 
be doubted but that he would have feconded the operations of 
the French arms in Italy, that he might have gratified his ambi- 
tion by feeing one of his family poflefled of the fupreme power 
in Florence, and another in Milan. But upon the election of 
Paul HI. who had hitherto adhered uniformly to the Imperial 
intereft, Francis found it neceffary to fufpend his operations foK 
fometime, and to put oflFthe commencement of hoftilities againfl. 
the Emperor, oa which, he was fully determined.. 



iDfiiiTeAion 
Qf' the Ana- 
baptifts in 
Gei9UP}^. 



While Francis waited for an opportunity to renew a war^ 
which had hitherto proved fo fatal to himfelf and his, fubjeds,^ 
a tranfaftion of a very fihgukr nature was carried on. in Ger-- 
many. Among many beneficial andftlutary. effi€ts of which i 
the Reformation was the immediate caufe, it was attended, as, 
muft be the cafe, in all adlions and events wherein men are con-r 
cerned, with fome coniequences of. an.oppofite nature.. When, 
the human mind is rouzed by grand ohjefts, and agitated by 
ftrong paflions, its operations acquire fuch force, that they are 
apt to become, irregular and extravagant.. Upon any great 
revolution in religion, fuch irregularities abound moft, at that 
particular period, when men having thrown oflF the authority of 
their ancient principles, do not yet fully comprehend the nature, ., 
or feel the obligation of thofe new ones which, they have em- 
braced.. The mind,.injhat fituation, puflung forward vnth the * 
boldnefs whidh prompted it torejei^ eft^bliftied opinions> and: 
not guided by a- clear knowledge of the fyftem fiibftituted in their 
place, difdains all reftrainl, and runs into wild notions, that 
often lead to feandalous or immoral conduA. Thus, m the firft 
ages of the Chriftian churgh, xxiany of the newxonverts, having 
8- renounced * 
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xinounced their ancient Creeds, and* being but imperfedly Bboi&V.. 
acquainted with the dbdrines and precepts of Chriftianity, ^ ' 
broached the moft extravagant opinions equally fubverlive of 
piety and virtue; all which errors difappeared or were exploded 
when the knowledge of religion increafed,-and came to be more 
generally diffufed^ In like manner, foon after Luther's appear- 
ance, the raflinefs or ignorance of fome of his difciples led them « 
to publifhabfurd and pernicious tenets, which being propofed to 
men extremely illiterate, but fond ofnovelty^ and at a time when ? 
their minds were turned wholly towards religious fpeculations, , 
gained too eafy credit and authority among them. To thefe 
caufesmuft be imputed the extravaganoies of Muncer, in the year 
one thouland five hundred and twenty-five, as well as the rapid ! 
progrefs wittch they made among the peafants; but though 
the infurreaion excited by that Fanatic was fooa fupprefled, . 
feveral of his followers lurked in different places, and. endea>- - ^ 
voured privately to propagate his opinions^ . 

Ik thofe provinces of Upper Germany, which had already Origin and* 
been fo cruelly wafted by their enthufiaftic rage, the magiftrates fea. 
watched their motion with fuch fevfere attention, that many of 
them found it neceflary to retire into other countries, fdme were 
punifhed, others driven into exile, and their errors were entirely 
rooted out. . But in the NethJerlands and Weftiphalia^ where^ the 
pernicious tendency of their opinions was more unknown, and 
guarded agaihft with lefs care, they got admittance into feveral ' 
towns, and fpread the infedion of their principles. The moft ^ 
remarkable x)f their religious tenets related to the Sacrament of 
Baptifm, which, as they contended, ought to be adminifteredonly 
tc pcrfons grown up to years of undeiflanding, and fhould be per— 

fi>rmed.\ 
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Book V. formed not by fprinkling them with water, but by dipping th^ 
^ ' in it : For this reafon they condemned the baptifm of infants^ and 

rebaptizing all whom they admitted into their fodety, the fed 
came to be diftinguiflied by the name of Anabaptifts. To this 
peculiar notion concerning baptifm^ which has the appearance 
of being founded on the pradice of the church in the apoftolic 
age, and contains nothing inconfiftent with the peace and order 
of human fociety, they added other principles of a moft enthu- 
fiaftic, as well as dangerous nature. They maintained that, 
among Chriftians who had the precepts of the gofpel to dired, 
and the fpirit of God to guide them, the office of magiftracy 
was not only unneceflary, but an unlawful encroachment on 
their fpiritual liberty; that the diflindions occafioned by birth, 
or rank, or wealth, being contrary to the fpirit of the gofpeU 
which confiders all men as equal, fhould be entirely abolifhed; 
that all Chriftians, throwing their pofieffions into one common 
flock, fhould live together in that ffcate of equality which 
becomes members of the fame family; that as neither the laws 
of nature, nor the precepts of the New Teflament had placed 
any reftraints upon men with regard to the number of wives 
which they might marry, they fhould ufe that liberty which God 
himfelf liad granted to the patriarchs. 

Settle in Such opinions^ propagated and maintained with enthufiaflic 

MuDftcr. 2eal and boldnefs, were not long of producing the violent effeds 
natural to them. Two Anabaptift prophets, John Matthias, a 
l)aker of Haerlem, and John Bocold, or Beiikels, a journeyman 
taylor of Leyden, poflefTed with the rage of making profely tes, 
fixed their refidence at Munfler, an Imperial city in Weftphalia, 
of the firfl rank, under the fovereignty of its bifhop, but 

governed 
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governed by its own fcnate and confuls. As neither of thefe Book V. 
Fanaticks wanted the talents neceflary for fuch an undertaking, 
^reat refolution, the appearance of fanftity, bold pretenfions to 
infpiration, and a confident and plaufible manner of difcourfing, 
they foon gained many converts. Among thefe were Rothman, 
who had firft preached the Proteftant dodlrine in Munfter, 
and Cnipperdoling, a citizen of good birth, and confiderable 
eminence. Emboldened by the countenance of fuch difciples, 
they openly taught their opinions ; and not fatisfied with that 
liberty, they made feveral attempts, though without fucccfs, to 
feize the town, in order to get their tenets eftablifhed by publick 
authority. At laft, having fecretly called in their aflfociates from Become 
the neighbouring country, they fuddenly took poffeffioh of the that city. 
arfenal and fenate-houfe in the night-time, and running through 
the ftreets with drawn fwords, and horrible bowlings, cried out 
alternately, " Repent, and l>€ baptized,'* and *' Depart ye ungodly.'* February^ 
The fcnators, the canons, the nobility, together with the more 
fober citizens, whether Papifts or Proteftants, terrified at their 
threats and outcries, fled in confufion, and left the city under the 
dominion of a frantic multitude, confiding chiefly of ibrangers. 
Nothing now remaining to overawe or controul them, they iet 
about modelliDg the government according to their own wild 
ideas ; and though at firft they fhowed fo much reverence for the 
ancient conftitution, as to ele£t fenators of their own fed, and to 
appoint Cnipperdoling and another proielyte confuls, this was Eftablifha. 
nothing more than form ; for all their proceedings were directed gomnmeofc 
by Matthias, who in the ftile, and with the authority of a pro- 
phet, uttered his commands, which it was inftant death to dif- 
obey. Having begun with encouraging the multitude to pillage 
the churches, ai^ deface their ornaments; he enjoined them 

to. 
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'Book V. to deftroy all books except the Bible, as ufelefs or impious; he 

*— 7^ ' appointed the eftates of fuch as fled to be confifcatcd, and fold 

to the inhabitants of the adjacent country; he ordered every 
'man to bring forth his gold, filver, and precious effeiSis, and 
to lay them at his feet ; the wealth amafled by thefe means, he 
depofited in a puHick treafury, and named deacons to difpenfe 
it for the common ufe of all. The members of his common- 
wealth being thus brought to a perfeft equality, he commanded 
.^11 of them to eat at tables prepared in public, and even prefcribed 
the diflies which were to be ferved up ^ach day. Having 
finiflied his plan of Reformation, his next care was to provide 
for the defence of the city; and he took meafures for that pur- 
pofe with a prudence which favoured nothing of fanaticifin. He 
colledled vaft magazines of every kind ; he repaired and extended 
the fortifications, obliging every perfon withoutdiftindlion to work 
•in his turn ; he formed fuch as were capable of bearing arms into 
regular bodies, and endeavoured to add the vigour of difcipline 
to the impetuofity of enthufiafm. He fent emiffaries to the 
Anabaptifts in the Low-G)untries, inviting them to aflemble at 
Munfter, which he dignified vnth the name of Mount-Sion, 
that from thence they might fet out to reduce all the nations 
of the earth under their dominion. He himfelf was unwearied 
in attending to every thing neceflary for the fecurity or incrcafe 
of the fc6t ; animating his difciples by his own example to refufe 
no labor, as well as to repine at no hardlhip ; and their enthufi- 
aftic paffions being kept from fubfiding by a perpetual fucceffion 
of exhortations, revelations and prophecies, they feemed ready 
to undertake or to fufFer any thing in maintenance of their 
opinions. 

Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile, the bifhop of Munfter having affembled a Book V. 
confiderable army, advanced to befiege the town. On his ap- ^ JTTr 
proach, Matthias fallied out at the head of fome chofen troops, The biflio|yof 

- - /* t . ^ 1 • 1 /• Munfter takes 

attacked one quarter 01 his camp, torced it, and alter great annsagainft 
llaughter, returned to the city loaded with glory and fpoil. In- ^^'"' 
toxicated with this fuccefs, he appeared next day brandifhing a 
fpear, and declared, that in imitation of Gideon, he would go 
forth with a handful of men and fmite the hoft of the ungodly. 
Thirty perfons, whom he named, followed him without hefi- May. 
tation in this wild enterprize, and rufhing on the enemy with a 
frantic courage were cut c^ to a man. The death of their prophet 
occafioned at firft great confternation among his difciples, but Boc- 
cold, by the fame gifts and pretenfions which had gained Matthias ^en^acL^et' 
credit, foon revived their fpirits and hopes to fuch a degree, that he 8/**^ *"^**^ 

* . . ^ . . rity among 

fucceeded him in the fame abfolute diredion of all their affairs, the Anabap. 
As he did not pdflefs that enterprizing courage which diftinguifhed 
his predeceflbr, he fatisfied himfelf with carrying on a defenfive 
war, and without attempting to annoy the enemy by fallies, 
he waited for the fuccours he expedcd from the Low-Countries, . 
the arrival of which was often foretold and promifed by their 
prophets. But though lefs daring in adion than Matthias, he 
was a wilder enthufiaft, and of more unbounded ambition. 
Soon after the death of his predeceflbr, having by obfcure vifions 
and prophecies, prepared the multitude for fome extraordinary 
event, he flripped himfelf naked, and marching through the 
ftreets, proclaimed with a loud voice, " That the kingdom of 
Sion was at hand ; that whatever was higheft on earth ihould be 
brought low, and whatever was loweft (hould be exalted." In 
order to fulfil this, he commanded thr churches, as the mofl 
lofty buildings in the city, to be levelled with the ground ; he 
Vol. IL Z z degraded 
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Book V. degraded the fenators chofen by* Matthias, and depriving Cnip* 
perdoling of the confulfhip, the higheft office in the oommon*- 
weahh, he appointed him to execute the loweft and moft 
infamous, that of common hangman, to which ftrange tranfi- 
tion the other agreed, not only without murmuring, but with the 
utmoft joy ; and fuch was the defpotifm and rigour of Boccold**s 
adminiftration, that he was called altnoft every day to perform 
fome duty or other of his wretched fundtion. In place of the 
depofed fenators, he named twelve judges, according to the 
number of tribes in Ilrael, to prefide in all affairs ; retaining to 
himfelf the fame authority which Mofes anciently poffeffed as. 
legiflator of that people.. 

HcAcJKing. Not fatisfied, however, with power or titles which were not 
fupreme, a prophet, whom he had gained and tutored, having 
called the multitude together, declared it to be the will of GodJ 
that John Boccold (hould be King of Sion, and fit on the 

J[un€24.^ throne of David. John kneeling down, accepted of the heavenly 
call, which he folemnly protefled had been revealed likewife 
to himfelf, and was immediately acknowledged as Monarch, 
by the deluded multitude. From that moment he affumed 
all the flate and pomp of royalty. He wore a crown of gold, 
and the richefl and' mofl fumptuous garments. A Bible 
was carried on his one handj a naked fword on the other. 
A great body of guards accompanied him when he appeared ia 
publick. He coined money flamped with his own image, and 
appointed the great officers of his houfehold and kingdom, among 
whom Cnipperdoling was nominated governor of the city, as a. 
reward for his former fubmiffion^ 

Hating 
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Ha VI KG now attained the heighth of power, Boccold began Book V. 
to difcovcr paffions, which he had hitherto reftrained or in- 
dulged only in fecret. As the excefles of enthufiafm have been His liccntiojs 
obferved in every age to lead to fenfual gratifications, the fame condua. 
conftitution that is fufceptible of the former, being remarkably 
prone to the latter, he inflru<3:ed the prophets and teachers to 
harrangue the people for fevcral days concerning the lawfulnefs, 
and even neceffity of taking more wives than one, which they 
afferted to be one of tlie privileges granted by God to the faints. 
When their ears were once accuftomed to this licentious dodrine, 
and their paffions inflamed with the profpedl of fuch unbounded 
indulgence, he himfelf fet them an example of ufing what he 
called their Chriftian liberty, by marrying at once three 
wives, among which the widow of Matthias, a woman of 
fingular beauty, was one. As he was allured by beauty, or the 
love of variety, he gradually added to the number of his wives 
until they amounted to fourteen, though the widow of Matthias 
was the only one dignified with the title of Queen, or who 
fhared with him the fplendor and ornaments of royalty. After 
the example of their prophet, the multitude gave themfelves up 
to the moft licentious and uncontrouled gratification of their 
defires. No man remained fatisfied with a fingle wife. Not 
to ufe tlieir Chriftian liberty was deemed a crime. Perfons were 
appointed to fearch the houfes for young women grown up to 
maturity, whom they inftantly compelled to marr}\ Together 
with polygamy, freedom of divorce, its infeparablc attendant, 
was introduced, and became a new fourcc of corruption. Every 
^xcefs was committed of which the paffions of men are capable, 
wien reftrained neither by the authority of laws nor the fenfe of 

Z z 2 decency J 
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Book V. decency"; and by a monfbous and almoft incredible conjunct 
,j^^^ tion, voluptuoufnefs wa8 engrafted on religion, and diflblutc 
riot accompanied the aufterities of fanatical devotion* 



A confederacy 
againft the 
Anabaptifb. 



Befiege the 
town. 



Me A K WHILE, the Gerriian princes were highly offended at 
the infult offered to their dignity by Boccold's prefumptuous. 
nfurpation of royal honours ; and the profligate manners of his. 
followers, which were a reproach to the Chriftian name, filled 
men of all profeffions with horror. Luther, who had teflified 
againfl this fanatical fpirit on its firft appearance, now deeply^ 
lamented its progrefs, and cxpofing the delufion with great 
flrength of argument, as well as acrimony of ftile> called loudly 
on all the ftates of Germany to put a flop to a phrenzy no lefa 
pernicious to fociety, than fatal to religioa.. The Emperor*- 
occupied with other caxes and proje^s, had no leifure to attend 
to fuch a diflant objed:. But the princes of the Empire, aflfem- 
bled by tjie King of the Romans, looted 9 fiapply of men and 
money to the bifhop of Munfler, who being unable to keep a. 
fufiicieot army on foot, had converted the fiege of the town, 
into a blockade. The forces raifed in confequence of this refb^ 

"^Prophetae & concionatoruni autoritatejuxtaetexeniplo,tota urbead rapien- 
das pulcherrimas quafque Esenninas difcurfum eft. Nee intra paucos dies, in tanta. 
hominum turbS, fere ulla reperta eft fupra animum decimum quartum, qux ftu- 
prum paila non fuerit. Lamb. Hortenf. p. 303. Yuigo viris quinas eile uxores,. 
pluribus fenas, nonnullis feptenaa & odonas. Puellas fupra duodeciroum 
aetatis annum ftatim amare. Id. 305. Nemo una Qontentus fuit, neque cuiquam* 
extra effiaetas & viris immaturas continent! efie licuit. Id. 307. Tacebo hie, ut fit 
fuus hon^r auribus, quanta barbaric et malitia ufi funt in pucllis vitiandis non- 
dum aptis matrimonial, id quod mihi neque ex vano, neque ex vulgi fermonibus 
hauftum eft, fed ex ea vetula, culcura fie vitiatarum demsndata fuit, auditum. 
Job. Corvinus, 316. 

J lution> 
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lution, were put under the command of an officer of experience, Book V* 
who approaching the town towards the end of fpring in the year '^ TH^T^ 
one thoufand five hundred and thirty-five, prefled it more 
clofely than formerly, but found the fortifications fo ftrong, and 
fo diligently guarded, that he durft not attempt an aflault. It 
was now above fifteen months fince the Anabaptifts had efta- 
bliftied their dominion in Munfter; they had during that time 
undergone prodigious fatigue in working on the fortifications, 
and performing military duty* Notwithftanding the prudent 
attention of their King to provide for their fubfiftence, and his Dinrefs and 
frugal and regular oeconomy in their publick meals, they began ihc^btfiegcd. 
to feel the approach of famine. Several fmall bodies of their 
brethren, v\rho were advancing to their affiftance from the Low- 
Countries, had been intercepted, and cut to pieces ; and while all 
Germany was ready to combine againft them, they had no prof- 
ped of fuccour. But fuch was the afccndant which Boccold had 
acquired over the multitude, and fo powerful the fafcination of 
enthufiafm, that their hopes were as languine as ever, and they 
hearkened with implicit credulity to the vifions and predidtions 
of their prophets, which aflured them, that the Almighty would 
fpeedily interpofe, in order to deliver the city^ The faith, how- 
ever, of fome few, fliaken by the violence and length of their 
fufi^erings, began to fail; but being fufpe<Sbed of an inclination 
to furrender to the enemy, they were punifhed with immediate 
death, as guilty of impiety in diftrulling the power of God. 
One of the King^s wives, having uttered certain words that 
implied fome doubt concerning his divine miffiori, he inftantly 
called the whole number together, and commanding the blaf-^ 
phemer, as he called her, to kneel down, cut off her head with 
his own hands j and fo far were the reft from expreffing any 

horror 
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Book V. horror at this cruel deed, that they joined him in danc- 
ing with a frantick joy around the bleeding body of their com- 
panion. 



»53)"- 



uken*^^ By this time, the befieged endured the utmoft rigor of famine; 

June !• but they chofe rather to fufFer hardfhips, the recital of which is 

fhocking to humanity, than to liften to the terms of capitulation 
offered them by the bifliop. At laft, a deferter, whom they had 
taken into their fervice, being either lefs intoxicated with the 
fumes of enthufiafm, or unable any longer to bear fuch diftrefs, 
made his efcape to the enemy. He informed their general of a 
weak part in the fortifications which he had obferved, and affuring 
him that the befieged, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue, kept 
watch there with little care, he offered to lead a party thither in the 
night. The propofal was accepted, and a chofen body of troops 
appointed for the fervice ; who, fcaling the walls unperceived, 
feized one of the gates, and admitted the reft of the army. The 
June 24. Anabaptifts, though furprized, defended themfelves in the mar- 
ket place with valour, heightened by defpair; but being over- 
powered by numbers, and furrounded on every hand, moft of 
them were flain, and the remainder taken prifoners. Among 
Panifhmcnt the laft were the King and Cnipperdoling. The King, loaded 
and his alio, withchains, was carried from city to city as a fpedlacleto gratify 
«iatc$. ^Y^Q curiofity of the people, and was expofed to all their infults. 

His fpirit, however, was not broken or humbled by this fad 
reverfe of his condition ; and he adhered with unlhaken firmnefs 
to the diftinguifhing tenets of his fedt. After this, he was brought 
• back to Munfter, the fcene of his royalty and crimes, and put 
to death wuth the moft cxquifite and lingering tortures, all which 
hchore with aftoniftiing fortitude. This extraordinary man, who 

had 
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£ad been able to acquire fuch amazing dominion over the minds Book V^ 
of his followers, and to excite commotions fo dangerous to fociety, ^ . 
was only twenty-fix years of age "•. 

Together with its Monarch, the kingdom of the Anabap- Charai^erof 
tifts came to an end. Their principles having taken deep root in that period.. 
the Low-Countries, the party ftill fubfifts there, under the name 
of Mennonites ; but by a very fingular revolution, this fedl, fo 
mutinous aad fanguinary at its firft origin, hath become altoge- 
ther innocent and pacific. Holding it unlawful to wage war, or 
to accept of civil offices, they devote themfelves entirely to the 
duties of private citizens, and by their induftry and charity 
endeavour to make reparation to human fociety for the violence 
committed by their founders ^ A fmall number of this fed 
which is fettled in England, retain its peculiar tenets concerning 
baptifm, but without any dangerous mixture of enthufiafm. 



The mutiny of the Anabaptifls, though it drew general Pioseeding^ 
attention, did not fo entirely engrofs the princes of Germany, of thc"icrgjr 
as not to allow leifure for other tranfadions. The alliance ^^^^^^^^aWc* 
betw^een the French King and the confederates at Smalkalde,, 
began about this time to produce great effeds. Ulric, Duke of 
Wurtemberg, having been expelled his dominions in the year 
one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, on account of his vio- 
lent and oppreffive adminiftration, the houfe of Auftria had got 

■^Steid. 190, &c. Tumultuum Anabaptiftarum Liber unus. Ant. Lamberta 
IlortenfiO ^uGtoTC ap. Scardium vol. 2. p. 298, &c. De Miferabili MonafterU 
enfium obfidione, &c. libellus Antonii Corvini ap. Scard. 313. Annales Ana- 
baptiftici a Joh. Henrico Ottio, 410. Bafileae, 1672. Cor. Hecrfbachius Hift.. 
Anab. Edit. 1637. p. 140. • Bayle DiAion* Art. Anabaptl/les. 

^ poffeflior^ 
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Book V. pofieffion of his dutchy. That prince having now by a long 
exile atoned for the errors in his condudl, which were the efFedt 
rather of inexperience than of a tyrannical difpofition, was 
become the objedi of general compaflion. The Landgrave of 
Hefle, in particular, his near relation, warmly efpoufed his 
intcreft, and ufcd many efforts to recover for him his ancient 
inheritance. But the King of the Romans obftinately rcfufed 
to relinquifh a valuable acquifition which his family had made 
with fo much eafe. Tlie Landgrave, unable to p^mpel him, 
applied to the King of France his new ally, Francis, eager 
to embrace any opportunity of diftreffing the houfe of AuAria, 
and defirous of wrefting from it a territory, which gave it foot- 
ing and influence in a part of Germany at a diftance from ita 
other dominions, encouraged the Landgrave to take arms, and 
fecretly fupplied him with a large fum of money. This he 
employed to raifc troops, and marching with great expedition 
towards Wurtemberg, attacked, defeated, and difperfed a con- 
fiderable body of Auftrians, entrufted with the defence of the 
country. All the Duke's fubjedls haflened, with emulation, 
to receive their native Prince, and re-invefted him with that 
authority which is ftill enjoyed by his defcendants. At the 
fame time the exercilie of the Proteftant religion was eftablifhed 
in his dominions ^. 



The King of FERDINAND, how feufible focvcr of this unexpeded blow, 
coam ibcm. not daring to attack a Prince whom all the Proteftant powers 
in Germany were ready to fupport, judged it expedient to con- 
clude a treaty with him, by which he recognized in the moft 



»Slcid. 172. Bellay, 159, &c. 

ample 
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«nple form his title to the dutchy. The fuccefs of the Book V. 
Landgrave's operations in behalf of the Duke of Wurtemberg . ,-..^ 
having convinced Ferdinand that a rupture with a league fo for* 
midable as that of Smalkalde, was to be avoided with the utmoft 
care, he entered likewife into a negociation with the Eledor of 
Saxony, tSie head of that union, and by fome concefljons in 
favour of the Proteftant religion, and others of advantage to the 
Eledor hlmfelf, he prevailed on him together with his confe* 
derates to adftowledge his title as King of the Romans. At 
the lame time, in-order to prevent any fuch precipitate or irre- 
gular election in times to come, it was agreed that no perfoa 
fliould hereafter be promoted to that dignity without the una- 
nimous confent of the Eledors; and the Emperor foon after 
confirmed this ftipulation\ 

These ads of indulgence towards the Proteftants, and the Pauim. caiu 
dofe union into which the King <^ the Romans feemed to be ^^ndUo 
entering with the Princes of that party, gave great offence at JJJj^\^ 
Rome. Paul III. though he had departed from a refolution of his . 
predeceffor, never to confent to the calling of a general council, 
and had promifed, in the firfl confiftory held after his eledlion, 
that he would convoke that afTembly fo much defired by all 
Chriflendom, was no lefs enraged than Clement at the innova- 
tions in Germany, and no lefs averfe to any fcheme for reform- 
ing either the dodJxines of the church, or the abufes in the court 
of Rome : But having been a witnefs of the univerfal cenfure 
which Clement had incurred by his obftinacy with regard to 
thefe points, he hoped to avoid the fame^reproach by the feem- 
ing alacrity with which he propofed a council j flattering him- 

^ Sleid. 173. Corps Diplom. torn. iv. p. 2. 119, 
Vol. II. Aaa fclf, 
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Book V. felf, however, that fuch difEculties would arife concerning the 
time and place of meeting, the perfons who had a right to be 
prefent, and the order of their proceedings, as would effedually. 
defeat the intention of thofe who demanded tiiat aflembly, 
without expofing himfelf to any imputation for refufmg to call 
it. With this view he difpatched nuncios to the feveral courts,, 
in order to make known his intention, and that he had fixed on 
Mantua as a proper place in which to hold the council. Such 
difficulties as the Pope had forefeen, immediately prefentcd 
themfelvesin great number. The French King did not approve of 
the place which Paul had chofen, as the Papal and Imperial influ- 
ence would neceflarily be too great in a town (ituated in that part 
of Italy. The King of England not only concurred with Francis 
in urging that objection, butrefufed, befides, to acknowledge any 
council called in the name and by the authority of the Pope. The 

P^* »-• German Proteftants having met together at Smalkalde, infilled on 
their original demand of a council to be held in Germany, and 
pleading theEmperor*s promife, as well as the agreement at Ratit 
bon to that efFed, declared that they would not confider an aflembly 
held at Mantua as a legal or free reprefentative of the church. 
By this diverfity of fentiments and views, fuch a field for intrigue 
and negociation opened, as made it eafy for the Pope to afTume 
the merit of being eager to affemble a council, while at the fame 
time he could put ofFits meeting at pleafure. The Proteftants on- 
the other hand fufpeding his defigns, and fenfible of the impor- 
tance which they derived from their union, renewed for ten years 
the league of Smalkalde, which now became ftronger and more: 
formidable by the acceffion of feveral new members \ 

During 

» This league was concluded December, one thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
five, but not extended or figned in form till September in the following year. The 

Princes 
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During thefe tranfadions in Germany, the Emperor under- Book V. 
took his famous enterprize againft the piratical flates in Africa. ^^^,^ 
That part of the African continent lying along the coaft of the iheEippe. 
Mediterranean fea, which anciently formed the kingdoms of [foVto^Afrlca, 
Mauritania and Maflylia, together with the republick of Car- ^dfttteof 
thage, and which is now known by the general name of Barbary, 
had undergone many revolutions. Subdued by the Romans, It 
became a province of their empire. Conquered afterwards by 
the Vandals, they ereded a kingdom there. That being over- 
turned by Belifarius, the country continued fubjed to the Greek 
Emperors, until it was over-run towards the end of the feventh 
century, by the rapid and irrefiftible arms of the Arabs. It 
remained for fome time a part of that vaft empire of which the 
Caliphs were the head. Its immenfe diftance, however, from 
the feat of government, encouraged the defendants of thofe 
leaders, who had fubdued the country, or the chiefs of the 
Moors, its ancient inhabitants, to throw off the yoke, and to fet 
up for independence. The Caliphs, who derived their autho- 
rity from a fpirit of enthufiafm, more fitted for making conquefts 
than for preferving them, were obliged to connive at ads of 
rebellion which they could not prevent; and Barbary was 
divided into feveral kingdoms, of which Morocco, Algiers and 
Tunis were the moft confiderable. The inhabitants of thefe 

Princci who acceded to it were John Elcfior of Saxony, Erncfl: Duke of Brunf- 
wick, Philip Landgrave of Hefle, Ulric Duke of Wurterabcrg, Barnim and Philip 
Dukes of Pomerania, John George, and Joachim Princes of Anhalt, Gebhard 
and Albert Counts of Mansfield, William Count of Naflau. The cities, Strafe 
burg, Nuremberg, Conilance, Ulm, Magdeburg, Bremen, Reutlingen, Hail* 
bron, Memmengen, Lindaw, Campen, Ifna, Bibrac,Windiheim, Aulburg, Franc* 
fort, Efling, Brunfwick, Collar, Hanpver, Gottingen^ Eimbcck, Hamburg, 
Minden. 

A a a 2 kingdoms 
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kingdoms were a mixed race,.Arab8, Negroes from the fouthern 
provinces, and Moors, either natives of Africa, or who had been, 
expelled out of Spain ; all zealous profeflbrs of the Mahometan 
religion, and inflamed againft Chriftianity with a bigotted 
hatred proportional to their ignorance and barbarous manners. 



RiTeofihe 

piratical 

Hates, 



and of the 
BarbaroiTis, 



Among thefe people, no lefs daring, inconflant and treache- 
rous, than the ancient inhabitants of the fame country defcribed 
by the Roman hiftorians, frequent feditions broke out, and 
many changes in government took place. Thefe, as they 
affeded only the internal ftafe of a country fo barbarous, are 
but little known, and deferve to be fo : But about the beginning 
of the fixteenth century a fudden revolution happened, which by 
rendering the ftates of Barbary formidable to the Europeans, 
hath made their hiftory worthy of more attention. This revolu- 
tion was brought about by perfons born in a rank of life which 
entitled them to zGt no fuch illuftrious part. Horuc and Hay- 
radin, the fons of a potter in the Ifle of Lefbos, prompted by a 
reftlefs and enterprizing fpirit, forfook their father's trade, ran 
to fea, and joined a crew of pirates. They foon diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their valour and adHvity, and becoming matters 
of a fmall brigantine, carried on their infamous trade with fuch 
condud and fuccefs, that they affembled a fleet of twelve galleys^ 
befides many veflels of fmaller force. Of this fleet Horuc, the 
elder brother, called Barbarofla from the red colour of his beard, 
was admiral, and Hayradin fecond in command, but with almoft 
equal authority. They called themfelves the friends of the fea, 
and the enemies g£ all who fail upon it; and their names foon 
became terrible from the Straits of the Dardanels to thofe of 
Gibraltar, Together with their fame aad power^ their ambi- 
tious 
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tiou8 views opened and enlarged, and while afting as Corfairs Boo k V> 
they adopted the ideas, and acquired the talents of conquerors. ,^ ^^^ 
They often carried the prizes which they took on the coafts of 
Spain and Italy into the ports of Barbary, and enriching the inhar- 
bitants by the fale of their booty, and the thoughtlefs prodigar- 
lity of their crews, were welcome guefts in every place at which 
they touched. The convenient fituation of thefe harbours lying 
fo near the greateft commercial ftates at that time in Chriften- 
dom, made the brothers wifli for an eftablifhment in that coun- 
try. An opportunity of accomplifhing this quickly prefented 
itfelf, which they did not fufFer to pafs unimproved. Eutemi, 
King of Algiers, having attempted feveral times, without fuccefs, 
to take a fort which the Spanifh governors of Oran had built 
not far from his capital, was fo ill advifed as to apply for aid ta 
Barbarofla, whofe valour the Africans confidered as irrefiftible* 
The a<aive 0)rfair gladly accepted of the invitation, and leaving t-sifl^ 
his brother Hayradin with the fleet, marched at the head of five 
thoufand men to Algiers, where he was received as their deliverer* 
Such a force gave him the command qf the town ; and obferving 
that the Moors neither fufpeded him of any bad intention, nor 
were capable with their light-armed troops of oppofing his 
difciplined veterans, he fecretly murdered the Monarch whom Homc^ the 
he had come to aflift, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King becomcr ^^ 
of Algiers in bis (lead The authority which he had thus boldly ^f^^^^^ 
ufurped, he endeavoured to eftablifh by arts fuited to the genius 
of the people whom he had to govern ; by liberality, without 
bounds to thofe who favoured his promotion, and by cruelty no 
lefs unbounded towards all whom he had any reafon to diftruft. 
Not fatisfied with the throne which he had acquired, he attacked 
the neighbouring King of Tremecen, and having vanquiihed hxtxk 

t ^ 
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Book V. in battle, added his dominions to thofe of Algiers. At the fanlc 
'^ rXT"*^ time, he continued to infeft the coafts of Spain and Italy with 
fleets which refembled the armaments of a great Monarch, rather 
than the light fquadrons of a 0)rfair. The devaftations which 
thefe committed obliged Charles, about the beginning of his 
jciS. reign, to furnifh the marquis de Comares, governor of Oran, 
with troops fufficient to attack him. That officer, affifted by 
the dethroned King of Tremecen, executed the commiffion 
with fuch ^irit, that Barbarofla's troops being bf^t in feveral 
encounters, he himfelf was fhut up in Tremecen ; after de- 
fending it to the laft extremity, he was overtaken in attempting 
to make his efcape, and flain while he fought with an obftinate 
valour, worthy of his former fame and exploits. 

His brother Hayradin, known likewife by the name of Bar- 

of Hayradin barofla, aflumed the fceptre of Algiers with the fame ambition 

bfoihCT." ^^d abilities, but with better fortune. His reign being undi- 

fturbed by the arms of the Spaniards, which had full occupation 

in the wars among the European powers, he regulated with 

admirable prudence the interior police of his kingdom, carried 

on his naval operations with great vigour, and extended his 

conquefts on the continent of Africa. But, perceiving that the 

.Moors and Arabs fubmitted to his government with the utftioft 

impatience, and being afraid that his continual depredations 

Puts hit do- would, one day, draw upon him the arms of the Chriftians, he put 

iDiDions under j^jg dominions under the protection of the Grand Seignior, and 

the protection , , , 

of the Sultan, received from him a body of Turkifh foldiers fufficient for his 

fecurity againft his domeftic as well as his foreign enemies. At 

laft, the fame of his exploits daily incrcafing, Solyman offered him 

the command of the Turkifh fleet, as the only pcrfon whofe 

9 valor 
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Talourandlkill in naval affairs entitled him to command againft Book V. 
Andrew Doria, the greateft fca-officer of that age. Proud of this ,5 35. 
diftindion, Barbarofla repaired to Cbnftantinople, and with a 
wonderful verfatility of mind, mingling the arts of a courtier 
with the boldnefs of a Corfair, gained the entire confidence 
both of the Sultan and his Vizier. To them he communicated 
a fcheme that he had formed of making himfelf mafterof Tunis, 
the moft flourifliing kingdom, at that time, on the coaft of 
Africa ; which being approved of by them, he obtained whate- 
ever he demanded for carrying it into execution. 

His hopes of fuccefs in this undertaking were founded on His fcheme 

for conquering^ . 

the inteftine divifions in the kingdom of Tunis. Mahmed, the Tunis. 
laft King of that country, having thirty-four fons by different 
wives, named Muley-Hafcen, one of the youngeft among them, 
his fucceffor. That weak Prince, who owed this preference not 
to his own merit, but to the afccndant which his mother had ac- 
quired over an old doating Monarch, firft poifoned his father in 
order to prevent him from altering hisdeflination ; and then, with 
tlie barbarous policy which prevails wherever polygamy is per- 
mitted, and the right of fucceflion is not precifely fixed, he put' 
to death all his brothers whom he could get into his power.. 
Alrafchid, one of the eldeft, was fo fortunate as to efcape his 
rage; and finding a retreat among the wandering Arabs, made 
feveral attempts, by the affiftance of fome of their chiefs, to - 
recover the throne, which of right belonged to him. But thefe 
proving unfuccefsful, and the Arabs, from their natural levity, . 
Being ready to deliver him up to his mercilefs brother, he fled to 
Algiers, the only place of refuge remaining, and implored the • 
protedion of Barbarofla J who, difcerning at once all the advan- 
tages . 
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Book V. tages that might be gained by fupporting his title, received him 
•Tbs- ' ^^^^^ every poffible demonftration of friendfhip and relpe^ 
Being ready, at that time, tofet fail for Conftantinople, he eafily 
perfuaded Alrafchid, whofe eagemefs to obtain a crown difpofed 
him to believe or undertake any thing, to accompany him thi- 
ther, promifing him efFeftual afliftance from Solyman, whom he 
reprefented to be the moft generous, as well as moft powerfiiU 
Monarch in the world. But no fooner were they arrived at 
Conftantinople, than the falfe Corfair, regardlefs of all his pro- 
niifes to him, opened to the Sultan a plan for conquering Tunis, 
and annexing it to the Turkifh empire, by making ufe of the 
name of this exiled Prince, and by means of the party ready to 
declare in his favour. Solyman approved, with too much 
facility, of this perfidious propofal, extremely fuitable to the 
character of its author, but altogether unworthy of a great 
Prince. A powerful fleet and numerous army were foon aflem- 
bled ; at the fight of which the credulous Alrafchid flattered 
himfelf, that he would fbon enter his capital in triumph. 

tu fiiccefs. But juft as this unhappy Prince was going to embark, he 

was arretted by order of the Sultan, fhut up in the feraglio, and 
was never heard of more. Barbarofla failed with a fleet of two 
hundred and fifty veflels towards Africa. After ravaging the 
coafts of Italy, and fpreading terror through every part of that 
country, he appeared before Tunis; and landing his men, gave 
out that he came to aflert the right of Alrafchid, whom he pre^ 
tended to have left fick aboard the Admiral galley. The fort 
of Goletta which commands the bay, foon fell into his hands^ 
partly by his own addrefs, partly by the treachery of its 
commander J and the inhabitants of Tunis, weary of Muley- 

Hafcen'a 
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Hafcen's government, took arms, and declared for Alrafchid Book V. 
with fuch zeal and unanimity, as obliged the former to fly fo ,^^^^ 
precipitately, that he left all his treafures behind him. The 
gates were immediately fet open to Barbaroffa, as the reftorer 
of their lawful fovercign. But when Alrafchid himfelf did not 
appear, and when inftead of his name, that of Solyman alone 
was heard among the acclamations of the Turkifli foldiers march-^ 
ing into the town, the people of Tunis began to'Fufpedt the 
Corfair's treachery; and their (ufpicions being foon converted 
into certainty, they ran to arms with the utmoft fury, and 
fufrounded the citadel, into which Barbaroffa had led his troops. 
But having forefeen fuch a revolution, he was not unprepared 
for it ; he immediately turned againft them the artillery on the 
ramparts, and by one brifk difcharge of it, and of his fmall- 
arms, he difperfed the numerous but undirefted affailants, and 
forced them to acknowledge Solyman as their fovereign, and to 
fubmit to himfelf as his viceroy. 

His firft care was to put the kingdom, of which he had thus BarbarofTa'i 
got poffeffion, in a proper pofture of defence. He ftrengthencd ^^^cr. 
the citadel which commands the town; and fortifying the 
Goletta in a regular manner, at vaft expence, made it the 
principal ftation for his fleet, and his great arfenal both for mili- 
tary and naval ftores. Being now poffcffed of fuch extenfive 
territories, he carried on his depredations againft the Chriftian 
ftates to a greater extent, and with more deftrudtive violence 
than ever. Daily complaints of the outrages committed by his 
cruizers were brought to the Emperor by his fubjc<3:s, both in 
Spain and Italy. AlF Chriftendom feemed to expedl froni 
him, as its greateft and moft fortunate Prince, that he v^uld 

Vol. II. B b b put 
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put an end to this new and odious fpecies of oppreflion. At 
the fame time Mulcy-Hafccn, the exiled King of Tunis, find- 
ing none of the Mahometan Princes in Africa willing or able 
to aflift him in recovering his throne, applied to Charles as the 
only perfon who could aflert his rights in oppofition to fuch a 
formidable ufurper. The Emperor, equally defirous of deliver- 
ing his dominions from the dangerous neighbourhood of Bar- 
buroffa; of appearing as the protestor of an unfortunate Prince; 
and of acquiring the glory annexed in that age, to every expe- 
dition againft the Mahometans, readily concluded a treaty with 
Muley-Hafcen, and began to prepare for invading Tunis. 
Having made trial of his own abilities for war in the late cam- 
paign in Hungary, he was now become fo fond of the military 
charadler, that he determined to command on this occafion in 
perfon. The united ftrength of his dominions was called out 
upon an enterprize in which the Emperor was about to hazard 
his glory, and which drew the attention of all Europe. A 
Elemifli fleet carried from the ports of the Low-Country a body 
of German infantry ' ; the gallies of Naples and Sicily took on 
board the veteran bands of Italians and Spaniards, which had 
diftinguiflied themfelves by fo many.vidiories over the French; 
tiie Emperor himfelf embarked at Barcelona with the flower of 
trhe Spanifli nobility, and was joined by a confiderable fquadron 
from Portugal, under the command of ihe Infant Don Lewis, the 
Emprcfs's brother ; Andrew Doria conducted his own gallies, 
the befl: appointed at that time in Europe, and commanded by 
,the moft fkilful officers : The Pope furniflied all the afliftance in 
.his power towards fuch a pious enterprize; and th^ order of 
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Malta, the perpetual enemies of the Infidels, equipped a finall Book V, 
fquadron, but formidable by the valour of the knights who ^ ^.:'. ^ 
ferved on board it. The port of Cagliari in Sardinia was the 
general place of rendezvous. Doria was appointed High Admi- 
ral of the fleet ; the command in chief of the land forces was 
given to the marquis di Guafto. 

On the fixteenth of July, the fleet, confifling of near five Lands in 
hundred veflels, having on board above thirty thoufand regular ^"^''^^^ 
troops, fet fail from Cagliari, and after a profperous navigation, 
landed within fight of Tunis. Barbarofla having early inccHi- 
gence of the Emperor's immenfe armament, and fufpeding its 
deftination, prepared with equal prudence and vigour for the 
defence of his new conquefl:. He called in all his corfairs from 
their different ftations ; he drew from Algiers what forces could 
be fpared ; he difpatched mefTengers to all. the African Princes, 
Moors as well as Arabs, and by reprefenting Muley-Hafcen as 
an infamous apoftate, prompted by ambition and revenge, not 
only to become the vaflal of a Chriflian Prince, but to confpire 
with, him to extirpate the Mahommedan faith, he inflamed thofe 
ignorant and bigotted chiefs to fucli a degree, that they took 
arms as in a common caufe. Twenty thoufand horfe, together 
with a vaft body of foot, foon afTembled at Tunis ; and Barba- 
roflTa, by a proper diftribution of prcfcnts among them from time 
to time, kept the ardour which hail brought them, together from 
fubfiding. But as he was too well acquainted with the enemy 
whom he had to oppofe, to think that thcfe light troops could refift 
the heavy armed cavalry and veteran infantry which compofcd 
the Imperial army, his chief confidence was in the ftrength of 
the GoIetta>and in his body of Turkifh foldicrs who were armed q*^^*^* ^ 
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Book V. and difciplincd after the European fafhion. Six thoufand of 

^ ^'~ - thefe, under the command of Sinan, a renegado Jew, the braveft 

and mod experienced of all his corfairs, he threw into that fort, 

which the Emperor immediately invefted. As Charles had the 

command of the fea, his camp was fo plentifully fupplied not 

only with the neceflarics, but with all the luxuries of life, that 

Muley-Hafcen, who had not been accuftomed to fee war carried 

on with fuch order and magnificence, was filled with admiration 

of the Emperor's powen His troops, animated by his prefence, 

and confidering it as meritorious to flied their blood in fuch a- 

pious caufe, contended with each other for the ports of honour 

and danger. Three feparate attacks were concerted, and the 

Germans, Spaniards and Italians, having one of thefe committed 

to each of them, pufhed them forward with the eager courage 

which national emulation infpires. Sinan difplayed refolution 

and fkill becoming the confidence which his mafler had put in 

him ; the garrifon performed the hard fervice on which they were 

ordered with great fortitude. But though he interrupted the 

befiegers by frequent fallies; though the Moors and Arabs 

alarmed the camp with their continual incurfioAs ; the breaches 

foon became fo confiderable towards the land, while the fleet 

battered the fortifications which it could approach, with no lefs 

Take* it by ^^iry and fuccefs, that an aflault being given on all fides at once, 

juiTic. ^^^ place was taken by florm; Sinan, with the remains of his 

garrifon, retiring, after an obflinate refiflance, over a fhallow 

part of the bay towards the city. By the redu<Slion of the 

Goletta, the Emperor became mafler of BarbarofTa's fleet, con- 

fifling of eighty-feven gallies and galliots, together with his 

arfen:il, and three hundred cannon moflly brafs, which were 

planted on the ramparts j a prodigious number in tljat age, and 

7 a remark- 
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a remarkable proof of the ftrength of the fort, as well as of the 
greatnefs of the corfair's power. The Emperor marched into 
the Goletta through the breach, and turning to Muley-Hafcen 
who attended him, " Here," fays he, *' is a gate open to yoUf 
by which you (hall return to take pofleffion of your dominions/' ' 

Bar B ARCS s A, tho' he felt the full weight of the blow which 
he had received, did not, however, lofe courage, or abandon the 
defence of Tunis^ But as the walls were of great extent, and 
extremely weak; as he could not depend on the fidelity of the 
inhabitants, nor hope that the Moors and Arabs would fuftain 
the hardfhips of a fiege, he boldly determined to advance with 
his army, which amounted to fifty thoufand men ', towards the 
Imperial camp, and to decide the fate of his kingdom by the ifluc 
of a battle. This refolution he communicated to his principal' 
officers, and reprefenting to them the fatal confequences which 
might follow, if ten thoufand Chriftian flaves, whom he had' 
fhut up in the citadel, fhould attempt to mutiny during the 
abfence of the army, he propofed as a neceflary precaution for 
the publick fecurity, to maflacrc them without mercy before he 
began his march. They all approved warmly of his intention 
to fight ; but inured as they were, in their piratical depredations,' 
to fcenes ofbloodfhed and cruelty, the barbarity of his propofal 
concerning the flaves filled them with horror; and Barbarofla> 
rather from the dread of irritating them, than fwayed by nMtivca- 
of humanity, confented to fpare the lives of the flaves. 

By this time the Emperor had begun to advance towards j^^ ^ . 
Tunis; and though his troops fufl'ercd inconceivable hardfliips b«roaa'«> 

* Epiftres de Princes, par Rufcelli, p. 119, &c, 
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Book V. in their march over burning fands, deflitute of water, and 
^T*,?'" ^ cxoofcJ to the intolerable heat of the fun, they foon came up 
\vith the enemy. The Moors and Arabs, emboldened by their 
vaft fuperiority in number, immediately rufhed on to the attack 
with loud fhouts, but their undifcipHned courage did not ftand 
one moment the fhock of regular battalions ; and though Bar- 
barofla, with admirable prefence of mind, and by expofing his 
own pcrfon to the greateft dangers, endeavoured to rally them, 
the rout became fo general, that he himfelf was hurried along 
with them in their flight back to the city. There he found every 
thing in the utmoft confufion; fome of the inhabitants flying 
with their families and eff^eds ; others ready to fet open their 
gates to the conqueror; theTurkifli foldiers preparing to retreat; 
and the citadel, which infuch circumflances might have afibrdcd 
him fome refuge, already in the pofleflion of the Chriflian cap- 
tives. Thefe unhappy men, rendered defperate by their fitua- 
tion, had laid hold on the opportunity which BarbaroflTa dreaded. 
As foon as his army was at fome diftance from the town, 
they gained two of their keepers, by whofe afliftance, knocking 
off^ their fetters, and burfting open their prifons, they over- 
powered the Turkifh garrifon, and turned the artillery of the 
fort againft their former matters. Barbarofla, difappointed and 
enraged, exclaiming fometimes againft the falfe compaflion of 
his officers, and fometimes condemning his own imprudent com- 
pliance with their opinion, fled precipitately to Bona. 

Tunis fur- Mf AN WHILE Charlcs, fatisficdwlth the cafy and aim oft blood- 

rcnjcrs. j^^^ vidory which he had gained, and advancing flowly with the 

precaution ncceflary in an enemy's country, did not yet know the 

whole extent of his own good fortune. But at laft, a meflenger 

difpatched 
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difpatched by the flaves acquainted him with the fucccfs of their Book V. 
noble effort, for the recovery of their liberty} and at the fame 7sis^^ 
time deputies arrived from the town, in order to prefent him the 
keys of their gates, and to implore his protection from military 
violence. While he was deliberating concerning the proper 
meafures for this purpofe, the foldiers fearing that they would 
be deprived of the booty which they had expefted, broke fud- 
denly, and without orders, into the town, and began to kill and 
plunder without diftindtion. It was then too late to reflrain 
their cruelty, their avarice, or licentioufnefs. All the outrages 
of which foldiers. are capable in the fury of a ftorm, all the 
exceffes of which men can be guilty w^hen their paflions are 
heightened by the contempt and hatred which difference in 
manners and religion infpire, were committed. Above thirty 
thoufand of the innocent inhabitants periflied on that unhappy 
day, and ten thoufand were carried away as flaves. Muley- 
Hafcen took poffeflion of a throne furrounded with carnage, 
abhorred by his fubjedts on whom he had brought fuch 
calamities, and pitied even by thofe whofe raflincfs had 
been the occafion of them. The Emperor lamented the fatal 
accident which had ftained the luftre of his vidory; and amidfl: 
fuch a fcene of horror there was but one fpedtacle that afforded 
him any fatisfadion. Ten thoufand Chriftian flaves, among 
whom were feveral perfons of diftindlion, met him as he entered 
the town ; and falling on their knees, thanked and bleffed him 
-as their deliverer. 

At the fam« time that Cliarlcs accomplifhed his promife to Rpftores the 
tlie Moorifli King of re-eftablifliing him in his dominions, he hL'Soac?''' 
,ilid not negle<St what was neceffary for bridling the power of 

the 
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Book Y. the African corfalrs, for the fecurity of his own fubjefts, and for 
^^"^^7"*^ the intereft of the Spanifli crown : In order to gain thefe ends, 
he concluded a treaty with Muley-Hafcen on the following 
conditions; that he fhould hold the kingdom of Tunis in fee of 
the crown of Spain, and do homage to the Emperor as his liege 
lord ; that all the Chriftian flaves now within his dominions, of 
whatever nation, fliould be fet at liberty without ranfom ; that 
no fubjed of the Emperor's fhould for the future be detained 
in fcrvitude; that no Turkifh corfair fhould be admitted into the 
ports of his dominions; that free trade, together with the publick 
exercife of the Chriftian religion, fhould be allowed to all the 
Emperor's fubjeds ; that the Emperor fhould not only retain the 
Goletta, but all the other fea-ports in the kingdom which were 
fortified, fhould be put into his hands; that Muley-Hafcen 
fhould pay annually twelve thoufand crowns for the fubfiftencc 
of the Spanifh garrifon in the Goletta ; that he fhould enter into no 
alliance with any of the Emperor's enemies, and fhould prefent 
to him every year, as an acknowledgement of his vafTalage, fix 
Moorifh horfes, and as many hawks ". Having thus fettled the 
affairs of Africa ; chaftifed the infolence of the corfairs ; fecured 
a fafe retreat for the fhips of his fubjcdits, and a proper ftation 
for his own fleets, on that coafl from which he was moft infefted 
AaguH 17. ^7 piratical depredations ; Charles embarked again for Europe, 
the tempcftuous weather, and ficknefs among his troops, not 
permitting him to purfue Barbaroffa*. 

■ Du Monts Corps Diplomat, ii. 128. Summontc Hift. di Napoli, iv, 89. 

* Job. Etropii Diariutn Expedition. Tunetanae ap. Scard. v. ii. p. 320, &c.~ 
Jovii Hiftor. lib. xxxiv. 153, &c. Sandov, ii. 154, &c. Vertot Hift. dc Cheval. 
de Malthe. Epifires des Princes, par Rufcelli, traduites par fiellefor, p. 119, 
120, &c. 
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By this expedition, the merit of which feems to have been: Book V. 
eltimated in that age, rather by the apparent generofity of the ,^35. 
undertaking, the magnificence wherewith it was conduced, and The glory 

. r 1 which the 

the fuccefs which crowned it, than by the importance of the Emperor ac 
confequences that attended it, the Emperor attained a greater ^'*"^* 
height of glory than at any other period of his reign. Twenty 
thoufand flaves whom he freed from bondage, either by his 
arms, or by his treaty with Muley-Hafcen ^, each of whom he 
cloathed and furnifhed with the means of returning to their 
refpedtive countries, fpread all over Europe the fame of their 
benefaftor's munificence, extolling his power and abilities 
with the exaggeration flowing from gratitude and admiration. 
In comparifon with him, the other Monarchs of Europe made an 
inconfiderable figure ; he, as the chief Prince in Chriftendom, 
appeared to be concerned for the honour of the Chriftian name^ 
for the publick fecurity and welfare, while they were attentive 
only to their private and particular interefts. 

Tf Summonte Hift. de Nap. voL hr. p. 103. 



VoL.n. Ccc THE 



THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

REIGN 

O F T H E 

EMPEROR CHARLES V. 
BOOK vr. 



Book VI. T JNFORTUNATELY for the reputation of Francis L 
^ " v- -^ \^ among his cotemporaries, his condudl, at this junCture^ 
The caufcs of appeared a perfect contrail to that of his rival, as he laid hold on 
twec^ The' ^" ^^^ oj^portunity afforded him, by the Emperor's having turned 
Emperor and his whole force againft the common enemy, to revive his pre- 
teniions m Italy, and to plunge Europe into a new war. The 
treaty of Cambray, as has been obferved, did not remove the caufes 
of enmity between the two contending Princes ; it covered up, but 
did not extinguifti the flames of difcord. Francis, in particular, 
who waited with impatience for a proper occafion of recovering 
th^ reputation as well as tercitories which he hadi loll, con- 
tinued 
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tinued to carry on his negociations in different courts againft the Book VT. 
Emperor, taking the utmoft pains to heighten the jealoufy ^^*7TT^ 
which nntany Princes entertained of his power or defigns, and 
to infpire the reft with the fame fufpicion and fear: Among 
others, he applied to Francis Sforza, who, though indebted to 
Charles for the poffeffioa of the dutchy of Milan, had received 
it on fuch hard conditions, as rendered him not only a vaffal of 
the Empire, but a tributary dependant upon the Emperor. The 
honour of having married the Emperor's niece, did not recon- 
cile him to this ignominious (late of fubjedion, which became 
fo intolerable even to Sforza, a weak and poorfpirited Prince, 
that he liftened with eagernefs to the firft propofals Francis made 
of refcuing him from the yoke. Thefe propofals were conveyed 
to him by Maraviglia, or Merveille, a& he is called by the French 
hiftorians, a Milanefe gentleman redding at Paris; and foon 
after, in order to carry on the negociation with greater advan- 
tage, Merveille was fent to Milan, on pretence of vifiting his 
relations, but with fecret credentials from Francis as his envoy. 
In this charadler he was received by Sforza. But notwithftand- 
ing his care to keep that circumftance concealed, Charles fufpeft- 
ing, 6r having received information of it, remonftrated and 
threatened in fuch an high tone, that the Duke and his mini- 
fters, equally intimidated, gave the world immediately a moft 
infamous proof of their fervile fear of offending the Emperor. 
Having decoyed Merveille, who had neither the prudence nor 
temper which the ftation wherein he was placed required, into 
a quarrel, in which he happened to kill his antagonift, one of the 
Duke's domeftics, they inftantly commanded him to be feized, to 
be tried for that crime, and to be beheaded. Francis, aflonifhed at Dec. 1535. 
this violation of a charader held facred among the moft uncivi- 
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Book VI. lized nations, and enraged at the infult oflFered to the dignity of 
^ j^j- ^ his crown, threatened Sforza with the efFedls of his indignation, 
and complained to the Emperor, whom he confidered as the real 
author of that unexampled outrage. But meeting with no fatif- 
fadtiqafrom either, he appealed to all the Princes of Europe, and 
thought himfelf now entitled tatake vengeance for an injury, 
which it would have been indecent and. pufiUanimous to let pafs 
wilh impunity. 

Francis dcfti- Being thus fumifhed with a pretext for beginning a war^ 
tuic of allies, on which he had already refolved, he multiplied his efforts in 
order to draw in other Princes to take part in the quarrel. But 
all his meafures for this purpofe were difconcerted by unforefeen 
events. After having facrificed the honour of his houfe by the 
marriage of his Ion with Catharine of Medici, in order to gain 
Clement, the death of that Pontiff had deprived him of all the ad*^ 
vantages which he expefted to derive from his friendfliip. Paulj^ 
his fucceffor, tho* attached by inclination to the Imperial intereft^ 
fcemed determined to maintain the neutrality fuitable to hi& 
charadter as the common father of the contending Princes. The 
King of England, occupied with domeftic cares and projedls,, 
declined, for once, engaging in the affairs of the continent,^ 
and refufed to affift Francis, unlefs he would imitate his exam- 
ple, in throwing off the Papal fupremacy. Thefe difappoint- 
His n€^ocia^ men ts led him to follicit, with greater earneftnefs, the aid of the 
German Pro- Proteftant Princcs affociated by the league of Smalkalde. That 
uftants. j^^ might the more eafily acquire their confidence, he endeavoured 

to accommodate himfelf to their predominant paflion, zeal for 
their religious tenets. He affedted a wonderful moderatioa 
with regard to the points in difpute i he permitted Bellay, hi^ 
4 eavoy 
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envoy in Germany, to explain his fentiments concerning fome Book VL 
of the moft important articles, in terms not far different from j.^-. 
thofe ufed by the Proteftants * ; he even condefcended to invite 
Melandihon, whofe gentle manners and pacific fpirit diftin- 
guifhed him among the Reformers, to vifit Paris, that by his 
affiftance he might concert the moft proper meafures for recon- 
ciling the contending feds, which fo unhappily divided the 
church *"• Thefe conceflions muft be confidered rather as arts of 
policy, than the refult of convidtion ; for whatever impreffion 
the new opinions in religion made on his fifters, the Queen of 
Navarre and Dutchefs of Ferrara, the gaiety of Francis's own 
temper, and his love of pleafure, allowed him little leifure ta 
examine theological controverfies.. 

But foon after he loft all the fruits of this difingenuous arti- Irriutesdieii!;; 
fice, by a ftep very inconfiftent with his declarations to the Ger* 
man Princes. This ftep, however, the prejudices of the age, and • 
the religious fentiments of his own fubjedts, rendered it neceflary 
for him to take* His clofe union with the King of England, 
an excommunicated heretick; his frequent negociations with 
the German Proteftants; but above all, his giving publick 
audience to an envoy from Sultan Solyman, had excited violent 
fufpicions concerning the fmcerity of his attachment to religion. 
To have attacked the Emperor, who, on all occafions, made 
high pretenfions to zeal in defence of the Catholick faith, and 
at the very jundture, when he was preparing for his expedition 
againft Barbarofla, which was then confidered as a pious enter- 

* Frcheri Script. Rcr. German, iii. 354, ice. Slcid. Hift. 178, 18^, ' 
Seckend. lib. iii. 103. 

^ Camerarii Viu Ph. Mdancbthonis, I2^. Hag. 1655. p. I2» 
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Book VL prize, could not have faikd to confirm fuch unfavourable fenti- 
^53^* ments with regard to Francis, and calkd on him to vindicate 
himfelf by fome extraordinary demonftra tkm of his reverence for 
the eftabliflied doflxines of the church. The indifcreet zeal of 
fome of his fubjedls, who had imbibed the Proteftant ojHnions, . 
furnifhed him with fuch an occafion as he defired. They had 
affixed to the gates of the Louvre, and other public places, 
papers containing indecent refle€lions on the do^rines and rites 
of the Popifli church. Six of the perfons concerned in this rafh 
adtion were difcovered and feized. The King, in orcter to avert the 
judgments which it was fuppofed their blafphemies might draw 
down upon the nation, appointed a folemn proceffion. The 
holy facrament was carried through the t:ity in great pomp ; 
Francis walked uncovered before it, bearing a torch in his hand ; 
the princes of the blood fupported the canopy over it; the nobles 
marched in order behind. In the prefence of this numerous 
aflembly,. the King, accuftomed to exprefs himfelf on every fob- 
jedlin ftrong and animated language, declared that if one of his 
hands were infedljed with herefy, he would cut it off with the 
other, and would not fpare even his own children, if found 
guilty of that crime. As a dreadful proof of his being in eameft^ 
the fix unhappy perfons were publickly burnt before the pro- 
ceffion was finilhed, with circumftancea of the moft fhocking 
barbarity attending their execution % • 

They refufe The Princcs of the league of Smalkalde, filled with refent- 
ment and indignation at the cruelty with which their brethren 
were treated, could not conceive Francis to be fincere, when he 
offered to protcdt in Germany thofe very tenets, which he perfe* 

• Belcarii Comment* Rer. Qallic. 646. Sldd. Hift. 175, &c. 
^ cuted 

^. t 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 3% 

cuted withfuch rigour in his own dominions; fo that all Bellay*8 BookVL 
art and eloquence in vindicating his mafter, and apologizing for '" j.^^^ 
his conduft, made but little impreffion upon them. Befides, the 
Emperor, who hitherto had never employed violence againft thfc 
dodrines of the Reformers, nor even given them much moleftation* 
in their progrefs, was now bound by the agreement at Ratifbon, 
not to difturb thofe who had embraced the new opinions ; and the 
Proteftants wifely confidered this as a 'more certain and imme- 
diate fecurity, than the precarious and diftant hopes with which 
Francis endeavoured to allure them. The manner too in which. 
he had behaved to his allies at the peace of Cambray, was tod 
recent to be forgotten^ and did not encourage others to rely muck 
on his friendfliip or generofity.. Upon all thefe accounts, the 
Proteftant Princes refufed to affift the French King in any hoftile 
attempt againft the Emperor. The Eledor of Saxony, the 
moft zealous among them, in order to avoid giving any umbrage 
to Charles, would not permit Melandhon to vifit the court of 
France, although that Reformer, flattered perhaps by the invi- 
tation of fo great a Monarch, or hoping that his prefence there 
might be of fignal advantage to the Proteftant caufc', difcovered 
a ftrong inclination to undertake the journey **• 

But though none of the many Princes who envied or dreaded The French 
the power of Charles, would fecond Francis's efforts in order to ccmow JSr 
reduce and circumfcribe it, he, neverthelefs, commanded his ^'^^X- 
army to advance towards the frontiers of Italy. As his fole 
pretext for taking arras Was, that he might chaftife the Duke of 
Milaafor his infolent and cruel breach of the law of nations, it 



^ Camcrarii Vita Melan. 142, &c. 415. Scckcnd. lib. iii. 107. 
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Book VI. might have been expefted that the whole weight of his ven-^ 
,^2- geance was to have fallen on his territories. But on a fudden, 
and at their very commencement, the operations of war took 
another direction. Charles Duke of Savoy, one of the lead 
adlive and able Princes of the line from which he defcended, 
had married Beatrix of Portugal, the Emprefs*6 fifter. By her 
great talents, (he foon acquired an abfolute afcendant over her 
hufband; and proud of her affinity to the Emperor, or allured 
by the magnificent promifes with which he flattered her ambi- 
tion, fhe formed an union between the Duke and the Imperial 
court, extremely inconfiftent with that neutrality, which wife po- 
licy as well as the fituation of his dominions had hitherto induced 
him to obferve in all the quarrels between the contending Mon- 
archs. Francis was abundantly fenfible of the diftrefs to which 
he might be expofed, if when he entered Italy, he fliould leave 
behind him the territories of a Prince, devoted fo obfequioufly 
fion of ^c* " to the Emperor, that he had fent his eldeft fon to be educated in 
?oy%"oml!' ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ Spain, as a kind of hoftage for his fidelity. Clement 
nions. ^h^ Seventh, who had reprefented this danger in a ftrong light 

during his interview with Francis at Marfeilles, fuggefted to 
him, at the fame time, the proper method of guarding againft 
it, having advifed him to begin his operations againft the Mila- 
^^ nefe, by taking poffeflion of Savoy and Piedmont, as the only 

certain way of fccuring a communication with liis own domi- 
nions. Francis, highly irritated at the Duke on many accounts, 
particularly for having fupplied the Conftable Bourbon with the 
money, which enabled him to levy that body of troops which 
ruined the French army in the fatal battle of Pavia, was not 
unwilling to let him now feel both how deeply he refented, and 
how fcverely he could punifh thefe injuries. Nor did he want 
* H: feveral 
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fcvcral pretexts that would give fome colour of equity to the Book VL 
violence which he intended. The territories of France and Savoy ,jjj^ 
lying contiguous to each other, and intermingled in many places, 
various difputes, unavoidable in fuch a fituation, fubfifted con- 
cerning the limits of their refpedive property; and befides, 
Francis had, in right of his mother Louife of Savoy, large claims 
upon the Duke her brother, for her (hare in their father's fuc- 
ceflion. Being unwilling, however, to begin hoftilities without 
fome caufe of quarrel more fpecious than thefe pretenfions, many 
of which were obfolete, and others dubious, he demanded per- 
miffion to march through Piedmont in his way to the Milanefe, 
hoping that the Duke, from an excefs of attachment to the Impe- 
rial intereft, might refufe this requeft, and thus give a greater 
appearance of juftice to all his operations againft him. But, if wc 
may believe the hiftorians of Savoy, better informed with regard 
to this particular than thofeof France, the Duke readily, and with 
a good grace, granted what it was not in his power to deny, pro- 
mifing free paflage to the French troops as was defired ; fo that 
Francis, as the only method now left of juftifying the meafures 
which he determined to take, was obliged to infift for full fatisfac- 
tion with regard to every thing that either the crown of France or 
his mother Louife could demand of the houfe of Savoy*. Such 
an evafive anfwer, as might have been expcdled, being made to 
this requifition, the French army under the admiral Brion poured * * 

at once into the Duke's territories at different places. The 
countries of Brefle and Bugey, united at that time to Savoy, 
were over-run in a moment. Moft of the towns in the dutchy 
of Savoy opened their gates at the approach of the enemy ; a few 

• Hiftoire Gcnealogique dc Savoyc, par Guichenon. 2 torn. fol. Lyon. j66o, 
i.639, &c. 
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Book VI, which attempted to raalfe refiftance were eafily forced; and 
"^ \\,T ' before the end of the campaign, the Duke faw himfelf ftripped 
of all his dominions, but the province of Piedmont, in whick 
there were not many places in a condition to be defended. 

The city of To com pleat the Duke'^s misfortunes, tfte city of Geneva, the 
wslts* hbel^- fovcreignty of which he claimed, and in fome degree poffeffed^ 
^y* threvr off his yoke, and its revolt drew along with it the lofs of 

0ie adjacent territories. Geneva w^, at that time, an Imperial 
city ; and though iinder the direct dominion of its own bifhops, 
*nd the remote fovereignty of the Dukes^ of Savoy, the form of 
its internal conftitution was purely republican, being governed 
by fyndics and a council chofen by the citizens.. From thefe 
diftind and often clashing jurifdidk)ns, tvro oppofite parties took 
their rife, and had long fubfifted in the ftate; the one compofed 
of the advocates for the privileges of the community, affumed: 
the ndime of Eignotz^ or confederates in defence of liberty; and 
branded the other, which fupported the epifcopal or ducal pre-^ 
rogatives, with the name of Mammelukes or flaves.. At length, 
the Proteftant opinions beginning to fpread among the citizens>^ 
1 5 3 J. infpired fuch as embraced them with that bold enterprizing fpirit 
which always accompanied or was naturally produced by them 
in their firft operations. As both the Duke and Bifhop were 
&om intereft, from prejudice, and from political confiderations, 
violent enemies of the Reformation, all the new converts joined 
with warmth thq party of the Eignotz; and zeal for religion, 
n^ingling vath the love of liberty, added ftrength to that gene- 
rous paffion. The rage and animofity of two fadfons, fliut up 
within the fame walls, occafioned frequent infurreftions, which 

termina^g^ 
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The Elukcand Bifliojji fdrgettihg their ahcient coiitefts aboiit 
jurifdiSidn, hid lihited dgainft thdf common enemies, and eaih 
^atfeck^ tiiSm l^Ti Ins proper Weipbns. The Bifliop excom-- 
municated the people of O^nfeva as guilty of a double trime ; of 
impiety, in apoftatifing from the eftablifhed religion ; and of 
facritege, in ifiD^idiag tlie fights of hi« fee. the Duke attacked 
theih a t&>^i igiitiflE tfi^ir !aWW Pntice, and aiteinpted to 
render himlelf niafte^f of flke citjr, firft by furprlze, and then by 1534. 
open force. Tilie citizens, defpifihg the thunder of the Bifhop's 
ceiifiires, boldly aflerted tTidf independance againii the Duke^ 
and partly l>y their own valour, partly by the powerfiil afliftancc 
which they feceiveld frofti tlittf allies, the canton of Berne, toge- 
ther v^rith foifie fmall fiipplies bolh of men and money, fecretly 
fumifhed by the King of France, they defeated all his attempts* 
Not i^tisfied ^th ha^ng repiflfed him, or with remaining 
alv^ays upon the defefifive themfelves, they how took advantage ' 
of theDuke"*^ inability to fefiffi them, while overwhelmed by the 
armies of France, and feized fevefal caftles and places of ftfength 
which he pofleffed in the neighbourhood of Geneva j thus deli- 
Tering the city from thefe odious monuments of its former fub- 
^edion, and rendering the public liberty more fccure for the 
future. At the fame time the canton of Berne invaded and 
conquered th^ Paijs de Vaud, to which it had fome pretenfiohs. 
The canton of Friburgh, though zealoufly attached to tire 
Catholic religion, and having no fubjedl of conteft with the 
Duke, laid hold on part of the fpoQs of that unfoi^tunate Prince. 
A great portion of thefe conquefts or ufurpations being ftill 
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Book VI. retained by the two cantons, add confiderably to their power, 
,.--^ and have become the moft valuable part of their territories*^ 
Geneva, notwithftanding many fchemes and enterprizes of the 
Dukes of Savoy to re-eftablilh their dominion there, ftill keeps 
pofleffion of its independance ; and in confequence of that blef- 
fing, has attained a degree of confideration, wealth and elegance^ 
which it could not otherwife have reached *• 

TheEmpe- Amidst fuch a fucceffion of difaftrous events, the Duke of 
Slft^icDukc "^^^^y ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ refource but the Emperor's protedion, 
of Savoy. which, Upon his return from Tunis, he demanded with the inoft 
earneft importunity; and as his misfortunes were occaiioned 
chiefly by his attachment to the Imperial intereft, he had a juft 
title to immediate afliftance* Charles, however, was not in a 
condition to fiipport him with that vigour and difpatch which 
the exigency of his affairs called fon Moft of the troops em- 
ployed in the African expedition, having been raifed for that 
fervice alone^ were difbanded as foon as it was finished j the 
veteran forces under Antonio de Leyva were fcarce fufEcient for 
the defence of the Milanefe; and the Emperor's treafury was 
entirely drained by his vaft efforts againft the Infidels* 

oa 2±^ ^ ^ '^ ^^^ death of Francis Sfbrza,.occaiioned, according to fome 

l>cath of hiftorians, by the terror of a French invafion, which had twice 

SforzaDukc . . 

of Milan, been fatal to his family, afforded the Emperor full leifure to 
prepare for aftion. By this unexpeifted event, the nature of the 
war, and the caufes of difcord, were totally changed. Francis's 
firft pretext for taking arms, in order to chaftife Sforza for the, 

' Hift. de la Vaic de Geneve, par Spon. I2». Ucr. 1685. p. 99. H ft. de 
6t Reformation de Suifle, par Rouchat, Gen. 1728. tom-iv. p. 294, &c..tom. v. 
(..2i6x&c. Menu de Bellay, i8it 

infult 



'emperor CHARLES V, 589 

Infult ofFered to the dignity of his crown, was at once cut oflF; Book VI 
but, as that Prince died without iffue, all Francis's rights to the ,^35. 
dutchy of Milan, which he had yielded only to Sforza and his 
pofterity, returned back to him in full force. As the recovery 
of the Milanefe was the favourite objedt of that Monarch, he 
inftantly renewed his claim to it; and if he had fupportcd his 
pretenfions by ordering the powerful army quartered in Savoy to 
advance without lofing a moment towards Milan, he could 
fcarce have failed to fecure the important point of pofleffion. 
But Francis, who became daily lefs enterprizing as he advanced 
in years, and who was overawed at fome times into an excefs of 
caution by the remembrance of his paft misfortunes, endea- 
voured to eftablifh his rights by negociation, not by arms ; arid F«nc*»'» pre- 
from a timid moderation, fatal in all great affairs, negledted to thatduichy^ 
improve the favourable opportunity which prefented itfelf. 
Charles, meanwhile, in quality of fovereign, took pofleffion of 
the dutchy, aa a vacant fief of the Empire ; and while Francis 
endeavoured to explain and aflert his title to it> by arguments 
and memorials, ufing every art in order to reconcile the 
Italian powers to the thoughts of his regaining footing in Italy, 
his rival was filently taking eff^edlual fteps to prevent it. The 
Emperor, however, was very careful not to difcover too early 
any intention of this kind ; but feeming to admit -the equity of 
Francis's claim, he appeared follicitous only about giving him 
pofleffion in fuch a manner as might not difturb the peace of 
Europe, or overturn the balance of power in Italy, which the 
politicians of that country were fo fond of preferving. By this 
artifice he deceived Francis, and gained fo much confidence with 
the reft of Europe, that almoft without incurring any fufpicion, 
he involved the afi^air in new difficulties, and protradied the 
negcciations at plcafure. Sometimes he propofed to grant the 

inveftiture 
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inveftiture of Milan to the Duke of Orie&ns, Francises fecoftd 
fon, fometimes to the Duke of Ailgouleme, his third fbft| 
as the views and inclinations of the French court varied, he 
transferred his choice alternately from the one to the other, with 
fuch profound and well conduced diffimuktion, that neither 
Francis nor his minifters feem to have penetrated his real xnten* 
tion ; and all military operations were entirely fufpended, ^s if 
nothing had remained but to enter quietly into pdffeffion of 
what they demanded^ 

«53^' During the interval gahied in this manntfr, Charles pre- 

prcpamions vailed on the ftates both of Sicily and Naples, who thought 

^ ^^^ themfclves greatly honoured by the prefence of their fovereign 

on his return from Tunis, and Whd were no lefs pleafed with 

the apparent difintereftednefe of his expedition into Africaf^ 

than dazzled by the fuccdTs which had attsended his arms, to vote 

iiim fuch liberal fubfidies a« were feWom granted in that age. 

This enabled him to recruit his veteran troops, to levy a body of 

Cfermans, and to take every other proper precaution for execu* 

^ing or jxipp<^ng the meafures on which he had determined. 

Bellay, the French envoy in Germany, having difcovered tht 

Intention of raifing troops in that country, notwithiknding all 

the pretexts employed in order to conceal it, firft alarmed his 

mafterwith this evident proof of the Emperor's infincerity^ 

But Francis was to poffefled at that time with the rage of nego-^ 

ciation, in all the artifices and refmements of which his rival far 

furpaffed him, that inftead of beginning his military operations^ 

and puftiing them with vigour, or feizing the Milanefe before 

the Imperial army was affembled, he fatisfied himfelf with 

making new ofiers to the Emperor, in order to procure the 

< Mem. de £fdlay, 192. 
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inveftiture by his voluntary deed. His oflFers were, indeed, {6 Book VI,. 
liberal and advantageous, that if ever Charles had intended to ^ TTxT^ 
grant his demand, he could not have rejedled ihem with decency. 
He dextroufly eluded them by declaring that, until he con- 
fulted the Pope in perfon, he could not take his final refolution 
with regard to a point which fo nearly concerned the peace of 
Italy. By this evafion he gained fome farther time for ripeiiing 
the fchemes he had in view.. 



The Emperor at laft advanced towards Rome, and made his ThcEmpewr 
public entry into that city with extraordinary pomp ; but it April 6. 
being found neceflary to remove the ruins of an ancient temple 
of peace, in order to widen one of the ftreets, through which the 
cavalcade had to pafs» all the hiftorians take notice of this tii* 
vial circumflance, which they are fond to interpret as aji omea 
of the bloody war that followed^ Charles, it is certain, had by 
this time banifhed all thoughts of peace ; and at laft threw off the 
mafk, with which he had fo long covered his defigns from the 
court of France, by a declaration of his fentiments no lefs fingu- 
lar than explicits The French ambaffadorsr having in their 
Hiafter's name demanded a definitive reply U>his propofitions 
concerning the inveftiture of Milan^ Charles promifed to give 
it next day in prefence of the Pope and Cardinals affembled 
ki full confiftory. Thefe being accordingly met, and all the 
foreign ambaff^dors invited to attend, the Emperor flood up^ invcaivc 
and addreffing himfelf to the Pope, expatiated for fome time on FVancis. 
the fincerity of his own wSQiea for the peace of Chriftendom, a^d 
his abhorrence of war^ the miferies of which he enumerated 
at great length, with ftudied and elaborate oratory j he 
complained that all his endeavours to preferve the tranquillity 
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Book VI. of Europe had hitherto been defeated by the reftlefs and unjuft 
* 1536. ~^ ambition of the French King ; that even during his minority 
he had proofs of the unfriendly and hoftile intentions of that 
Monarch ; that afterwards, he had openly attempted to wrcft 
from him the Imperial crown which belonged to him by a title 
no lefs juft than natural; that he had next invaded his kingdom 
of Navarre ; that not fatisfied with this, he had attacked his 
territories as well as thofe of his allies both in Italy and the Low- 
Countries ; that when the valour of the Imperial troops, ren- 
dered irrefiftible by the protcdtion of the Almighty, had checked 
his progrefs, ruined his armies, and feized his perfon, he con- 
tinued to purfue by deceit what he had undertaken with injuf- 
tice ; that he had violated every article in the treaty of Madrid 
. to which he owed his liberty, and as foon as he returned to his 
dominions took meafures for rekindling the war which that 
pacification had happily extinguifhed ; that when new misfor- 
tunes compelled him to fue again for peace at Cambray, he 
concluded and obferved it with great infincerity; that foon 
thereafter he had formed dangerous connexions with the here- 
tical Princes in Germany, and incited them to difturb the tran- 
quillity of the Empire ; that now he had driven the Duke of 
Savoy, his brother-in-law and ally, out of the greater part of 
his territories; that after injuries fo often repeated, and amidft 
fo many fourccs of difcord, all hope of amity or concord became 
defperate ; and though he was ftill willing to grant the invefti- 
ture of Milan to one of the Princes of France, there was little 
probability of that event's taking place, as Francis, on the one 
hand, would not confent to what he judged neceflary for fecuring 
the tranquillity of Europe, nor, on the other, could he think it rea- 
fonable or fafe to give him the unconditional pofleffion of all that 
he demanded. Let us not, however, added he, continue wantonly to 
* flied 
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ftied the blood of our innocent fubjeds; let us decide the quarrel Book VI. 
man to man, with what arms he pleafes to chufe, in our fhirts, * T^^oT^ 
on an ifland, a bridi^e, or aboard a ealley moored in a river; let Challenges 

. r ' him to (ingle 

the dutchy of Burgundy be put in depofit on his part, and that combat. 
of Milan on mine ; thefe {hall be the prize of the conqueror ; and 
after that, let the united forces of Germany, Spain and France, 
be employed to humble the power of the Turk, and to extirpate 
herefy out of Chriftendom. But if he, by declining this method of 
terminating our differences, renders war inevitable, nothing fhall 
divert me from profecuting it to fuch extremity, as fhall reduce 
one of us to be the poorefl gentleman in his own dominions. 
Nor do I fear that it will be on me this misfortune fhall fall ; I 
enter upon adtion with the fairefl profpedl of fuccefs; the juflice 
of my caufe, the union of my fubjedls, the number and valour 
of my troops, the experience and fidelity of my generals, all 
combine to enfure it. Of all thefe advantages, the King of 
France is deflitute; and were my refourccs no more certain, and 
my hopes of vidlory no better founded than his, I would inflantly 
throw myfelf at his feet, and with folded hands, and a rope about 
my neck, implore his mercy \ 

This long harangue the Emperor delivered with an elevated 
voice, a haughty tone, and the greatefl vehemence of expreffion 
and geflure. The French ambaflfadors, who did not fully com- 
prehend his meaning, as he fpake in the Spanifh tongue, were 
totally difconcerted, and at a lofs how they fhould anfwer fuch 
an unexpeded invediive; when one of them began to vin- 
dicate his mafler*s condudl, Charles interpofed abruptly, and 
would not permit him to proceed. The Pope, without enter- 

^ Bella/, 199. SandoT. Hiftor. del Emper. II. 226. 
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Book VI. ing Into any particular detail, fatisfied himfelf with a fliort but 
' i7i6. ~ pathetic recommendation of peace, together with an offer of em^ 
ploying his fmeere endeavours in order to procure that bleffing to 
Chriftendom ; and the affembly broke up in the greateft aftonifh- 
ment at the extraordinary fcene which had been exhibited. In no 
The motives part of his condiidl, indeed, did Charles ever deviate fo widely 
mcafure. from his general charaSer. Liftead of that prudent recolledtion, 
that compofed and regular deportment fo ftridly attentive ta 
decorum, and fo admirably adapted to conceal his own paflions,. 
for which he was at all other times confpicuou«, he appears on 
this occafion before the moft auguft affembly in Europe, boaft- 
ing of his own power and exploits with infolence;. inveighing, 
againft his enemy with indecency; and challenging him to 
combat with an oftentatious valour, more becoming a champion 
in romance, than the firft Monarch in Chriftendom. But the 
well known and powerful operation of continued profperity, and 
of exaggerated praife, even upon the firmeft minds, fufficiently 
account for this feeming inconfiftency. After having compelled 
Solyman to retreat, and having ftripped Barbaroffa of a king- 
dom, Charles began to confider his arms as invincible. He 
had been entertained, ever fince his return from Africa, with 
repeated fcenes of triumphs and public rejoicings; the orators 
and poets of Italy, the moft elegant at that time in Europe, had 
exhaufted their genius in panegyric, to which the aftrologerft^ 
added magnificent promifes of a more fplendid fortune ftill in 
ftore. Intoxicated with all thefe, he forgot his uffial referve 
and moderation, and was unable to reftrain this extravagant 
fally of vanity, which became the more remarkable, by being 
both fo uncommon and fo public 
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He himfclf feems to have been immediately fenfible of the Book VJ, 
impropriety of his behaviour, And when the French ambafla- ^ic^e. ^ 
dors demanded next day a more clear explanation of what he 
had faid concerning the combat, he told them, that they were 
not to confider his propofal as a formal Challenge to their mafter, 
but as an expedient for preventing bloodfhed ; he endeavoured 
to foften other expreflions in his difcourfe 5 and fpoke in terms 
full of refpefl towards Francis* But though this flight apology 
was far from being fufficient to remove the oflFence which had 
been given, Francis, by an unaccountable infatuation, continued 
to negociate, as if it had ftill been poffible to bring their diffe- 
rences to a period by an amicable compofition. Charles, find*- 
ing him fo eager to run into the fnare, favoured the deception, 
and by feeming to liften to his propofals gained time to prepare 
for the execution of his own defigns *. 

At lafl, the Imperial army aflfembled on the frontiers of the Charles in- 
Milanefe, to the amount of forty thoufand foot, and ten thou- 
fand horfe, while that of France encamped near Vercelli in Pied- 
mont, being greatly inferior in number, and weakened by the 
departure of a body of Swifs, whom Charles artfully perfuaded 
the Popifh cantons to recal, that they might not ferve againfl 
the Duke of Savoy, their ancient ally. The French general, 
not daring to rifque a battle, retired as foon as the Imperialifls 
advanced. The Emperor put himfelf at the head of his forces, May 6. 
which the marquis del Guaflo, the Duke of Alva, and Ferdinand 
de Gonzaga commanded under him, though the fupreme direc- 
tion gf the whole was committed to Antonio de Leyva, whofe 
abilities and experience juflly entitled him to that diflinftion. 

* Mem* de Bellay, 205, &c. 
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Book VI. Charles foon difcovered his intention not to confine his opera- 
1536. tions to the recovery of Piedmont and Savoy, but to pufh for- 
ward and invade the fouthern provinces of France. This fcheme 
he had long meditated, and had long been taking meafures for 
executing it with fuch vigour as might enfure fuccefs. He 
had remitted large fums to his fifter, the govemefs of the Low- 
Countries, and to his brother, the King of the Romans, inftru<a- 
ing them to levy all the forces in their power, in order to form 
two feparate bodies, the one to enter France on the fide of 
Picardy, the other on the fide of Champagne; while he, with 
the main army, fell upon the oppofite frontier of the kingdom. 
Trufting to thefe vaft preparations, he thought it impoflible that 
Francis could refift fo many unexpe<aed attacks, on fuch different 
quarters ; and begun his enterprize with fuch confidence of its 
happy iffiie, that he defired Paul Jovius the hiftorian, to make 
a large provifion of paper fufficient to record the vidlories 
which he was going to acquire. 

His minifters and generals, inftead of entertaining the fame 
fanguine hopes, reprefented to him in the fbrongefl terms the 
danger of leading his troops fo far from his own territories, ta 
fuch a diflance from his magazines, and into provinces which 
did not yield fufficient fubfiflence for their own inhabitants* 
They intreated him to confider the inexhauflible refources of 
France in maintaining a defenfive war, and the ad:ive zeal with 
which a gallant nobility would ferve a Prince whom they loved, 
in repelling the enemies of their country; they recalled to his 
remembrance the fatal mifcarriageof Bourbon and Pefcara, when 
they ventured upon the fame enterprize under circumflances 
which fcemed as certainly to promife fuccefs; the marquia 
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del Guafto in particular, fell on his knees, and conjured him to Book VI. 
abandon the undertaking as defperate. But many circumftances ~ , .^^ 
combined in leading Charles to difregard all their remonftrances. 
He could feldom be brought, on any occafion, to depart from a 
refolution which he had once taken ; he was too apt to under-rate 
and defpife the talents of his rival the King of France, which dif- 
fered fo widely from his own ; he was blinded by the prefump- 
tion which accompanies profperity ; and relied, perhaps, in fome 
degree on the prophecies which predicted the increafe of his 
own grandeur. He not only adhered obftinately to his own 
plan, but determined to advance towards France without wait- 
ing for the reduction of any part of Piedmont, except fuch towns 
as were abfolutely neceffary for preferving his communication 
with the Milanefe. 



The marquis de Saluces, to whom Francis had entrufted the Recovers 
command of a fmall body of troops left for the defence of Pied- Duke of 
mont, rendered this more eafy than he had any reafon to expeft. aommions. 
That nobleman, educated in the court of Fraace, diftinguiflied 
by continual marks of the King's favour, and honoured fo lately 
with a charge of fuch importance, fuddenly, and without any 
provocation or pretext of difguft, revolted from his benefactor. 
His motives to this treacherous adion, were as childifli as the 
deed itfelf was bafe. Being ftrongly pofTefTed with a fuperfti- 
tious faith in divination and aftrology, he believed with full 
aflurance, that the fatal period of the French nation was at hand ; 
that on its ruins the Emperor would eftablifli an univerfal 
monarchy; that therefore he ought to follow the didates 
of prudence, in attaching himfelf to his riling fortune, and 
would incur no blame for defer ting a Prince whom heaven had . 

devoted 
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Book VI. devoted to deftrudion *". His treafoh became ftill more odious, 
"^ ^^-7 ^ by his employing that very authority with v^hich Francis 
had invefted him, in order to open the kingdom to his enemies. 
Whatever v^as propofed or undertaken by the oflScers under ^is 
command for the defence of their conquefls, he rejefted or 
defeated. Whatever properly belonged to himfelf as comman- 
der in chief, to provide or perform for that purpofe, he totally 
negle£ted. In this manner, he rendered towns even of the 
greateft confequence untenable, by leaving them deftitute either 
of provifions, or ammunition, or artillery, or a fufiicient garri- 
fon ; and the Imperialifts muft have reduced Piedmont in as 
fhort time as was necefTary to march through it, if Montpezat, 
the governor of Foflano, had not, by an extraordinary eflFort of 
courage and military conduA, detained them, almoft a month, 
before that inconflderable place. 

Francis's By this meritorious and feafonable fervice, he gained his 

<Jcfcnccof his niaftcr fufiicient time for afiembling his forces, and for concert- 
ingdom. jj^g ^ fyftem of defence againft a danger which he now faw to be . 
inevitable. Francis fixed upon the only proper and efi^eftual plan 
for defeating the invafion of a powerful enemy ; and his prudence 
in chufing this plan, as well as his perfeverance in executing it, 
deferve the greater praife, as it was equally contrary to his own 
natural temper, and to the genius of the French nation. He 
determined to remain altogether upon the defenfive; never to 
hazard a battle, or even a great fkirmifti, without certainty of 
fuccefs ; to fortify his camps in a regular manner ; to throw 
garrifons only Into towns of great ftrength ; to deprive the 
enemy of fubfiftence, by laying wafl:e the country before them; 
and to fave the whole kingdom, by facrificing one of its pro- 

^ Bellay, a22, a. 246, b. 
t vinces* 
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vinces. The execution of this plan he committed entirely to Book VI. 
the marechal Montmorency, who was the author of it; a man ,536. 

wonderfully fitted by nature for fuch a truft. Haughty, fevere, J,'|J|;^'^^„. 

confident in his own abilities, and defpifing thofe of other men ; cy with the 

^ - . . -I execution of 

incapable of being diverted from any retolution by remonltran- it. 
ces or intreaties ; and in profeeuting any fcheme, regardlefs alike 
of love and of pity. 

Montmorency, made choice of a ftrone camp under the HcMcamp* 

° * at Avignon, 

walls of Avignon, at the confluence of the Rhofne and Durance, 
one of which plentifully fupplied his troops with all neceflaries 
from the inland provinces, and the other covered his camp on 
that fide, where it was mod probable the enemy would approach. 
He laboured with unwearied induftry to render the fortifications 
of this camp impregnable, and affembled there a confiderable 
army, though greatly inferior to that of the enemy ; while the 
King with another body of troops encamped at Valence, higher 
up the Rhofne. Marfeilles and Aries were the only towns he 
thought it neceffary to defend ; the former, in order to retain ^ 
the command of the fea ; the latter, as the barrier of the pro- 
vince of Languedoc; and each of thefe he furnifhcd with nume- 
rous garrifons of his bed troops, commanded by officers, on 
whofe fidelity and valour he could rely. The inhabitants of the 
other towns as well as of the open country, were compelled to 
abandon their houfes, and were conducted to the mountains, to the 
camp at Avignon, or to the inland provinces. The fortifications 
of fuch places as might have afforded fhelter or defence to the 

enemy, were thrown down. Ck)rn, forage and provifions of every 
kind, were carried away or deftroyed ; all the mills and ovens were 
rmned, and the wells filled up or rendered ufelefs. The deva- 

ftatioa 
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Book VI. ftation extended from the Alps to Marfeilles, and from the fea to 
,^j5^ the confines of Dauphine; nor does hiftory afford any iilftancc 
among civilized nations, in which this cruel expedient for the' 
public fafety was employed with the fame rigour. 

Cha-lcsen- MEANWHILE, the Emperor arrived with the van of his 

urs rovcnc. ^^jj^y qj^ ^j^^ frontiers of Provence, and was ftill fo poffeffed with 
confidence of fuccefs, that during a few days, when he was 
obliged to halt until the reft of his troops came up, he began to 
divide his future conquefts among his officers ; and as a new 
incitement to ferve him with zeal, gave them liberal promifes of 
offices, lands and honours in France *. The face of defolation, 
however, which prefented itfelf to him, when he entered the 
country, could fcaree fail to damp his hopes ; and to convince 
him that a Monarch, who, in order to diftrefs an enemy, had 
voluntarily ruined one of his richeft provinces, would defend the 
reft with obftinate defpair. Nor was it long before he became 
fenfible, that Francis's plan of defence was as prudent as it ap- 
peared to be extraordinary. His fleet, on which Charles chiefly 
depended for fiibfiftence, was prevented for fome time by contrary 
winds, and other accidents to which naval operations are fubjedt, 
from approaching the French eoaft ; and even after its arrival, it 
afforded at beft a precarious and fcanty fupply to fuch a nume- 
rous body of troops " ; nothing was to be found in the country 
itfelf for their fupport ; nor could they draw any confiderable 
aid from the dominions of the Duke of Savoy, exhaufted 
already by maintaining two great armies. ITie Emperor 
was no lefs embarafTcd how to employ, than how to fubfift his 
forces; for, though he was now in pofTeflion of almoft an entire 

* Bcllay, 266, a. "Sandov. ii. 231. 

province. 
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province, he could not however be faid to have the command of Book VL 
it, while he held only defenceless towns ; and while the French, ^~i536. 
befides their camp at Avignon, continued mafters of Marfeilles 
and Aries. At firfl: he thought of attacking the camp, and of 
terminating the war by one decifive blow ; but Ikilful officers, 
who were appointed to view it, declared the attempt to be 
utterly impracticable. He then commanded Marfeilles and p - 
Aries to be invefted, hoping that the French would quit their Marfeilles. 
advantageous poft in order to relieve them ; but Montmorency 
adhering firmly to his plan, remained immoveable at Avignon, 
and the Imperialifts met with fuch a warm reception from the 
garrifons of both towns, that they relinquifhed their enterprizes 
with lofs and difgrace. As a laft effort, the Emperor advanced 
once more towards Avignon, tho' with an army harrafTed by the 
perpetual incurfions of fmall parties of the French light troops, 
w-eakened by difeafes, and difpirited by difafters, which feemed 
more intolerable, hecaufe they were unexpedted. 



During thefe operations Montmorency found himfelf Montmorcn. 
expofed^to greater danger from his own troops than from the ,^n adhering 
enemy; and their inconfiderate valour went near to have pre- to his plan of 
cipitated the kingdom into thofe calamities, which he with fuch 
induftry and caution had endeavoured to avoid. Unaccuftomed 
to behold an enemy ravaging their country almoft without 
controul ; impatient of fuch long inaction ; unacquainted with 
tfie flow and remote,- but certain efFeds of Montmorency's 
fyftem of defence; the French wilhed for a -battle with no lefs 
ardour than the Imperialifts. They confidered the condudt of 
their general as a difgrace to their country. His caution they 
imputed to timidity ; his circumfpedion to want of fpirit ; and 

Vol. 11. Fff the 
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Hook VI. the conftancy with which he purfued his plan to obftinacy or 
* 1T36. '' pride. Thefe refledkions^ whifpered, at firft, among the foldier^ 
and fubalterns, were adopted, by degrees, by officers of higher 
rank ; and as many of thefe envied Montmorency's favour with 
the King, and more were dHTatisfied with his harfh difgufting- 
manner, the difcontent foon became great in his. camp, which 
was filled with general murmurings and ahnoft open complaints, 
againft his meafures. . Montmorency, on whom the fentiments 
of his own troops made as little impreffion as the infults of 
the enemy, adhered fteadily to hisfyftem; tliough in order to re- 
concile the army to his maxims, no lefs contrary to the genius. 
of the nation, than to the ideas of war among undifciplined 
troops, he aflumed an unufual affability in his deportment, and 
often explained with great condefcenfion the motives of his. 
conduiJJ:, the advantages which had afready refulted from it, 
and the certain fuccefs with which it would be attended. At 
laft Francis joined his army at Avignon, which having received 
feveral reinforcements, he now confidered as of ftrength fufficient 
to face the enemy.. As he had put upon himfelf no fmall con- 
ftraint, in having confented that his troops ftiould remain fo long 
upon the defenfive, it can be fcarce doubted but that his fond- 
nefs for what was daring and fplendid, added to the impatience 
both of officers and foldiers, would have oyer-ruled Montmo-* 
rency's falutary caution". 

The retreat Happily the retreat of the enemy delivered the kingdom 

wndTd^n of froni the danger which any rafh refolution might have occafioned. 
the Imperial 'j^g Empcror, after fpending two inglorious months in Provence^, 



Mem, de Bdlay^ 269, &c. 312, &c. 
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Jiaving performed nothing fuitable to his vaft preparations, or Book VI. 
that could juftify the confidence with which he had boafted of , ^^5. 
his own power, found that, befides Antonio de Leyva, and other 
officers of diftindion, he had loft one half of his troops by dif- 
eafes, or by famine ; and that the reft were in no condition td 
ftruggle any longer witli calamities, by which fo many of their 
companions had perifhed. Neceffity, therefore, extorted from him 
orders to retire ; and though he was fome time in motion before 
the French fufpeiSied his intention, a body of light troops, affifted 
by crowds of peafants, eager to be revenged on thofe who had 
brought fuch defblation on their country, hung upon the rear of 
the Imperialifts, and by feizing every favourable opportunity of 
attacking them, threw them often into confufion. The road by 
which they fled, for they purfued their march with fuch cfifor- 
der and precipitation, that it fcarcc deferves the name of a 
retreat, was ftrewtd with afms or baggage, whkh ii| their 
hurry and trepidation diey had abandoned, and covered with 
the fick, the wounded, and the dead ; Tnfomuch, that Martin 
Bellay, an eye-witnefs of their calamities, endeavours to give 
his readers fome idea of it, by comparing their miferies to 
thofe which the Jews fuffered from the victorious and dcftruc- 
tive arms of the Romans °. If Montmorency at this critical 
moment had advanced with all his forces, nothing could have 
faved the whole Imperial army from utter ruin. But that gene- 
ral, by ftanding fo long and fo obftinately on the defcnfivc^ had 
become cautious to excefs j his mind, tenacious of any bent it 
had once taken, could not aflume a contrary one as- fuddenly as 
the change of circumftances required; and he ftill continued to 
rej>eat his favourite maxims, that it was more prudent to allow 

^ Mem. de Bellay, 316: Saiidov^ Hift. del Emper. ii. 232. 
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Book VI. tlie lion to efcape, than to drive him to.defpair, and that a bridge 
^ ,7,6. ~^ of gold fhould be made for a retreating enemy. 

The Emperor having condudted the (battered remains of his 
troops to the frontiers of Milan, and appointed the marquis del 
Guafto to fucceed Leyva in the government of the dutchy, fet 
out for Genoa. As he could not bear to expofe himfelf to 
the fcorn of the Italians, after fuch a fad reverie of fortune ; and 
did not chirfe, under his prefent circumftances, to revifit thofe 
cities through which he had fa lately pafled in triumph for one 
conqueft, and in certain expe^ation of another ; he cmbarke J 
Novcmb. diredlly for Spain ^^ 

Op«rat-oTis Nor was the progrefs of his arms on the oppofite frontier of 

France fuch as to alleviate in any degree the lofles which he had 
fuftained in Provence, Bellay by his addrefs and intrigues 
had prevailed on fo many of the German Princes to withdraw 
the contingent of troops which they had furniflied to the King 
of the Romans, that he was obliged to lay afide all thoughts of 
his intended irruption into Champagne. Though a power- 
ful army levied in the Low-Coimtries entered Picardy, which 
they found but feebly guarded, while the flrength of the king- 
dom was drawn towards the fouth ; yet the nobility taking arms 
with their ufual alacrity, fupplied by their fpirit the defeds of 
the King's preparations, and defended with fuch vigour Peronne, 
and other towns which were attacked, as obliged the enemy to 
retire without making any conqueft of importance''. 

Thus Francis, by the prudence of his own meafiires, and by 
the union and valour of his fubjeds, rendered abortive thofe vaft: 

» Jovii Hiftor. liU 35. p. 174, &c. « Mem. dc Bellay, 318, &c. 
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efForts by which his rival had almoft exhaufted his whole force. Book VL 
As this humbled the Emperor's arrogance no lefs than it ,^^5. 
checked his power, he was mortified more fenfibly on this occa- 
fion than on any other, during the courfe of the long contefts 
between him and the French Monarch. 

One circumftance alone embittered the joy with which the Death of ihe 
fuccefs of the campaign infpired Francis. That was the death *"^ *"' 
of the Dauphin, his eldeft fon, a Prince of great hopes, and 
extremely beloved by the people on account of his refemblance 
to his father. This happening fuddenly, was imputed to poifon, 
not only by the vulgar, fond of afcribing the death of illuftrious 
perfonages to extraordinary caufes, but by the King and his 
minifters. The count de MontecucuH, an Italian nobleman, cup- Imputed to 
bearer to the Dauphin, being feized on fufpicion and put to the 
torture, openly charged the Imperial generals, Gtonzaga and 
Leyva, with having inftigated him to the commiflion of that 
crime, and threw out fome indiredl and obfcure accufations 
againft the Emperor himfelf. At a time when all France was 
animated with implacable hatred againft Charles, this was confi- 
dered as an inconteftible proof of guilt; while the confidence with 
which both he and his officers aflerted their own innocence, toge- 
ther with the indignation and horror which they exprefled on 
their being fiippofed capable of fuch a deteftable aftion,were little 
attended to, and lefs regarded \ It is evident, however, that the 
Emperor could have no inducement to perpetrate fuch a crime, 
as Francis was ftill in the vigour of life himfelf, and had two fons, 
befides the Dauphin, grown up to a good age. That fingle confi- 
deration, without mentioning the Emperor's general cbarafter, j 

* Mem. de Bellay, 289* 
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Book VI. unblemiflied by the impotatioji of apy deed rcfembling this m 
^^""^'^^^eT^ atrocity, is more than ftrfficieiit to counterbalance the weight of 
a dubious teftimony uttered during the anguifli of torture ,. 
According to the moft Tinprejndiced hiflorians, the Dauphin^s 
death was occafioned by his having drunk too freely of cold water 
after overheating himfelf at tennis ; arid this account, as it is the 
moftiimple^ is likewife the moft credible. But if his days were 
cut fliort by poifon, it is not improbable that the Emperor con- 
jedured righdy, when he affirmed that it had been adminiftered 
by the direSion of Catharine of Medici, in order to fecure the 
crown to the Duke of Orleans, her hulband'. The advantages 
refulting to her by the Dauphin's death, were obvious as well as 
great; nor did her boundlefs and daring ambidon ever fcruple 
at any aftion neceflary towards attaining the objedls which ftic 
had in view. 

1537. Next year opened with a tranfa£don very uncommon, but 

p^^HTmcn/of ^^ incapable of producing any eflFe£t, that it would not deferve 
Paris againft ^^ y^^ mentioned, if it were not a ftriking proof of that perfonal 
animofity which mingled itfelf in all the hoftilities between 
Charles and Francis, and which often betrayed them into fuch, 
indecencies towards each other, as leffened the dignity of both. 
Francis, accompanied by the peers and princes of the bloodt 
having taken his feat in the parliament^ of Paris with the ufual 
folemnities, the advocate-general appeared; and after accufmg 
Charles of Auftria, (for fo he afFeded to call the Emperor) of 
having violated the treaty of Cambray, by which he was 
abfolved from the homage due to the crown of France for the 
counties of Artois and Flanders; infifted that this treaty being 

• Sandov. Hift. del Empcr. ii. 231. 

* Vera y Zuniga Vida de Carlo V. p. 75. 
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Bovr void, he was ftill to be confidered as a vaflal of the crown, Book VI. 
and, by confcquence> liad been guilty of rebellion in taking arms *'"Ts37^ 
againft his fovereign ; and therefore he demanded that Charlea 
fliould be fummoned to appear in perfon> or by his counfelt 
before the parliament of Paris, his legal judges, to anfwer 
for his crime. The requeft was giFanted ; a herald repaired to the 
frontiers of Picardy, and fummoned him, with the accuftomeiJ 
formalities, to appear againft a day prefixed. That term 
being expired, and no perfon appearing in his name, the parlia- 
ment gave judgment, " That Charles of Auftria had forfeited 
by rebellion and contumacy thcfc fiefs; declared Flanders- 
and Artois to be re-united to the crown of France ; and ordered 
their decree for this purpofe to be publi(hed by found of trum- 
pet on the frontiers of thefe provinces* 



, n )» 



Soon after this vain difplay of his refentment,. rather than of Campaign* 
his power, Francis marched towards the Low-Countries, as if Low- 
he had intended to execute the fentencc which his parliament ^"u"*** 
had pronounced, and to feize thofe territories which it had 
awarded to hhn. As the Queen of Hungary, to whom her 
brother the Emperor had- committed the government of that 
part of his dominions, was not prepared for fo early a campaign> 
he at firft made fome progrefs, and took feveral towns of impor- 
tance* But being obliged foon to leave his army, ia order ta 
fuperintend the other operations of war, the Flemings having 
aflembled a numerous army, not only recovered moft of the places, 
which they had loft, but began to make conquefts in their turn^ 
At laft they inverted Terouenne, and the Duke of Orleans, noir 

"* Lettres et Memoiccs d'Etat, par Ribier, 2 torn. Blois. i666» torn. i. p. i. 
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Book VI. Dauphin, by the death of his brother, and Montmorency, whom 
^ ,^37, ^ Francis had honoured with the conftable's fword, as the reward 
of his great fervices during the former campaign, determined to 
hazard a battle in order to relieve it. While they were advan- 
A fufpcnfion cing for this purpofe, and within a few miles of the enemy, 
they were ftopt fhort by the arrival of an herald from the Queen 
of Hungary, acquainting him that a fufpenfion of arms was now 
agreed upon. 

This unexpedted event was owing to the zealous endeavours 
of the two fifters, the Queens of France and of Hungary, who 
had long laboured to reconcile the contending Monarchs. The 
war in the Netherlands had laid wafte the frontier provinces of 
both countries, without any real advantage to either ; the French 
and Flemings equally regretted the interruption of their com- 
merce, which was beneficial to both ; and Charles and Francis, 
who had each ftrained to the utmoft, in order to fupport the 
vaft operations of the former campaign, found that they could 
not now keep armies on foot in this quarter, without weakening 
their operations in Piedmont, where both wifhed to pufli the 
war with the greateft vigour. All thefe circumftances facilitated 
July 30, the negociations of the two Queens ; a truce was concluded, to 
continue in force for ten months, but it extended no farther 
than tlie Low-Countries \ 

And in Pied- In Piedmont the war wasflill profecutcd with great animo- 

"^'' fity; and though neither Charles nor Francis could make 

the powerful efforts to which their animofity prompted 

them, they continued to exert themfelves like combatants, 

' Memoires dc Ribierj 56. 

whofe 
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whofe rancour remains after their flrcngth is exliaiiftcd. Towns Book Vf. 
were alternately loft and retaken; (kirmifties vrere fought every ,-,.^ 
day; and much blood was flied, without any dccifive adion, 
that gave the fuperiority to either fide. At laft the two Queens 
determining not to leave unfinifhed the good work which they 
had begun, prevailed, by their importunate follicitations, the one 
on her brother, the other on her hufband, to confent alio U a 
truce in Piedmont for three months, upon condition that each 
fliould keep pofleffion of what was in his hands, and leaving 
garrifons in the towns, withdraw his army out of the province ; 
and that plenipotentiaries iliould be appointed to adjuft all mat- 
ters in difpute by a final treaty ''. 

The powerful motives which inclined both Princes to this Mo::\ciofit. 
accommodation, have been often mentioned. The expenccs of 
the war had far exceeded the fums which their revenues were 
capable of fupplying, nor durft they venture upon any great 
addition to the impofitions then eftabliflied, as fuhjeds were not 
yet taught to bear with patience the immcnfe burdens to which 
they have become accuftomed in modern times. The Kmpcror, 
in particular, though he had contraded debts v/Iiicli in t'^it age 
appeared prodigious % had it not in his power to pay the lr:r;ro 
arrears which had been long due to his army. At the fiu^ic ti:r.c 
he had no profpcd: of deriving any aid in money or men either 
jTrom the Pope or Venetians, tliough he had employed promiils 
and threats, alternately, in order to procure it. But he found the 
former fixed in his refohilion of adhering flcadily to • tl:c 
neutrality which he had always declared to be fuitable to hi^ 
charader, and paflionately deiirous of bringing about a peace. 

y Mem. dc Ribier, 62. ^ » Ribicr, 1. 2;4. 
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Book VI. He perceived that the latter were ftill intent on their aneient 



>53; 



objedt of holding the balance even between the rivals, and folli- 
citous not to throw too great a weight into cither fcal^r. 



CfwMch, What made a deeper impreflion on Charles than allthefe, 

liancc wuh was the dread of the Turtifh arms, which Francis had drawn 

Fmpcror*^ upon him by his league with Solyman, Though Francis, 

the mort without the afliftance of a fmgle ally, had a war to maintain 

confideiablc. " ^ . . 

againft an enemy greatly luperior in power to himfelf, yet fo 
great was the horror of Chriftians, in that age, at any union 
with Infidels, which they confidered not only as difhonourable 
but profane, that it was long before he could be brought to 
avail himfelf of the obvious advantages refulting from fuch a 
confederacy. Neceffity at laft furmounted his delicacy and 
fcruples ; and towards the clofe of the preceding year. La Foreft, 
a fecret agent at the Ottoman porte, had concluded a treaty with 
the Sultan, whereby Solyman engaged to invade, next campaign, 
the kingdom of Naples, and to attack the King of the Romans 
in Hungary with a powerful army, while Francis undertook to 
enter the Milancfe at the fame time with a proper force. Soly- 
man had punftually performed what was incumbent on him. 
Barbaroffa with a great fleet appeared on the coaft of Naples, 
lillcd tliat kingdom, from which all the troops had been drawn 
towards Piedmont, with confternation, landed v/ithout refiftance 
near Taranto, obliged Caftro, a place of feme ftrength, to fur- 
render, plundered the adjacent country, and was taking mea- 
furcs for fccuring and extending his conqucds, when the unex- 
pcdlcd arrival of Doria, together with tlic Pope*s gallics, and a 
fcjuadron of the Venetian fleet, made it prudent for him to 
retire. In Hungary tlie progrefs of the Turks was more for- 

7 midabic. 
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mldable. Mahmet, their general, after gaining feveral finall Book VI. 
advantages, defeated the Germans in a great battle at Eflek on ^ jTTr ' 
the Drave *. Happily for Chriftendom, it was not in Francis's 
power to execute with equal exa£tnefs what he had flipulated ; 
nor could he aflemble at this juncture an army flrong enough to 
penetrate into the Milanefe. By this he failed in recovering 
poflcflion of that dutchy ; and Italy was not only favcd from the 
calamities of a new war, but from feeling as an addition to all that 
it had fuffered the defolating rage of the Turkifli arms ^.. As the 
Emperor knew that he could not long refift the efforts of two 
fuch powerful confederates, nor could expedt that the fame fortu- 
nate accidents would concur a fecond time to deliver Naples, and 
to preferve the Milanefe : As he forefaw that the Italian ftates 
would not only tax him loudly with infatiable ambition, but 
might even turn their arms againft him, if he fhould be fo 
regardlefs of their danger as obftinately to protradl the war, 
he thought it neceffary, both for his fafety and reputation, to 
give his confent to a truce. Nor was Francis willing to fuftain 
all the blame of obftru6:ing the re-eftablilhment of peace, or to 
expofe himfelf on that account to the danger of being deferted 
by the Swifs and other foreigners in his fervice. He even began 
to apprehend that his own fubjeds would ferve him coldly, if 
by contributing to aggrandize the power of the Infidels, which 
it was his duty, and had been the ambition of his anceftors to 
deprefs, he continued to a£l in diredl oppofition to all the prin- 
ciples which ought to influence a Monarch diftinguiflicd by the 
title of Moft Chriflian King. He chofe, for all thefc rcafons, 
rather to run the rifque of difobliging his new ally the Sultan, 

» Iftnanhaffi Hid. Hung. lib. xiii. p. 139. 
^ Jovii Hiftor. lib. xxxv. p. 183. ' 

^ G g g 35 than. 
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Book VI. tlian> by an unfcafonable adherence to the treaty with him, to 
T^T ' forfeit what was of greater confequence. 

JMcgocijtions BuT though both parties confcnted to a truce, the plenipo- 

iAccnC.:aiics tcutiaries found infuperable difficulties in fettling the articles of 

anJ hrauww. ^ definitive treaty. /Each of the Monarchs, with the arrogance 

of a conqueror, aimed at giving law to the other; and neither 

would fo far acknowledge his inferiority, as to facrifice any 

point of honour, or to relinquifti any matter of right; fo that 

153S. the plenipotentiaries fpcnt the time in long and fruitlefs nego- 

ciations, and fcparated after agreeing to prolong the truce for a 

few months. 

The Pope ^j^g Pope, howcver, did not defpair of accomplifliins: a 

condua^thcfc ^ ; . . r- . 1 

iopcrioa. point in w^hich the plenipotentiaries had failed, and took upon 
himfelf the fole burden of negociating a peace. To form a 
confederacy capable of defending Chriftendom from the formi- 
dable inroads of the Turkifti arms, and to concert efFe^ual 
meafures for the extirpation of the Lutheran herefy, were two 
great objects which Paul had much at heart, and he confidered 
the union of the Emperor with the King of France as an eflential 
preliminary to both. To be the inftrument of reconciling thefe 
contending Monarchs, whom his predeceflbjs by their interefted 
and indecent intrigues had fo often embroiled, was a circum- 
ftance which could not fail of throwing diftinguifhed luftre on 
his charadler and adminiftration. Nor was he without hopes 
that while he purfued this laudable end, he might fecure advan- 
tages to his own family, the aggrandizing of v/hich he did not 
negled, though he aimed at it with a Ids audacious ambition 
than was common among the Popes of that century. Influ- 
enced by thefc confiderations, he propofed an interview between 

the 
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the two Monarchs at Nice, and offered to repair thither in perfon, Book VI. . 
that he might a6t as mediator in compofmg all their differences. ^""TTisr^ 
When a Pontiff of a venerable charadter, and of very advanced 
age, was willing, from his zeal for peace, to undergo the fatigues 
of fuch a diftant journey, neither Charles nor Francis could 
with decency decline the interview. But though both came to 
the place of rendezvous, fo great was the difficulty of adjufting 
the ceremonial, or fuch the remains of diftruft and rancour on 
each fide, that they refufed to fee one another, and every thing 
was tranfadted by the intervention of the Pope, who vifited them 
alternately. Nor could he with all his zeal and ingenuity find 
out any method of removing the obftacles, particularly thofa 
aiifing from the poffeffion of the Milancfe, which prevented a 
final accommodation ; nor was all the weight. of his authority 
fufficient to overcome the obftinate perfeverance of either Mo- 
narch in afferting his own claims. At laft, that he might not ^ trocefor- 

^ ^ *^ ^ ten years con- 

fccm to have laboured altogether without effeft, he prevailed eluded ai 
on them to fign a truce for ten years, upon the fame condi- jung',g^ 
tion wiih the former, that each fhould retain what was now in 
his poffeffion, and in the mean time fhould fend ambaffadors to 
Rome, to difcufs their prctcnfions at leifure \ 

Thus ended a war of no long continuance, but very exten- 
five in its operations, and in which both parties exerted their 
utmofl flrength. Tho' Francis failed in the objed that he had . 
principally in view, the recovery of the Milanefe, he acquired, 
neverthelefs, great reputation by the wifdom of his meafures as 
well as the fuccefs of his arms in repulfmg a formidable invafion ; . 
and by fecuring poffeffion of one half of the Duke of Savoy's 

< Recutil des Traitez, ii. 210. Relatione del Nicolo Tiepolo derabocamento 
di Nizza chez. Du Mont Corps Diplomat, par. ii. p. 172. 
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Book VI. dominions, he added no inconfiderable acceffion to his kingdom. 
j.j3. Whereas Charles, repuUcd and baffled, after having boafted fo 
arrogantly of vidlory, purchafed an inglorious truce, by facri- 
ficing an ally who had rallily confided too much in his friendfhip 
and power. The unfortunate Duke murmured, complained, 
and remonftrated againft a treaty fo much to his difadvantage ; 
but in vain ; he had no means of redrefs, and was obliged to 
fubmit. Of all his dominions, Nice, with its dependencies, 
WMS the only corner of which he himfelf kept pofleflion. He 
faw the reft divided between a powerful invader and the ally to 
whofe protedion he had trufted, while he remained a fad 
monument of the imprudence of weak Princes, who by taking 
part in the quarrel of mighty neighbours, between whom they 
happen to be fituated, are crufhed and overwhelmed in the 
fliock. 

Interview be- A FEW days after figning the treaty of truce, the Emperor 
Charles and fct fail for Barcelona, but was driven by contrary winds to 
Aigucsmor. the ifland St. Margaret on the coaft of Prvoence. When 
Francis, who happened to be not far diftant, heard of this, he 
confidered it as an office of civility to invite him to take fhelter 
in his dominions, and propofed a perfonal interview with him at 
Aigues-mortes. The Emperor, who would not be outdone by his 
rival in complaifance, inftantly repaired thither. As foon as he 
caft anchor in the road, Francis, without waiting to fettle any 
point of ceremony, but relying Implicitely on the Emperor's 
honour for his fecurity, vifited him on board his galley, and 
was received and entertained with the warmeft demonftrations 
of efteem and afFedion. Next day the Emperor repaid the con- 
fidence which the King had placed in him. He landed at 

Aigues- 



tes. 
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Aijgu'es-mortes with as little precaution, and met with a recep- BookVL 
tion equally cordial. He remained on iliore during the night, '~ ^-^^.^^ 
and in both vifits they vied with each other in exprcflions of 
refpeft and friendfhip **. After twenty years of open hoflili- 
ties, or of fecret enmity; after fo many injuries reciprocally 
inflidled or endured; after having formally given the lie and 
challenged one another tofingle combat; after the Emperor had 
inveighed fo publickly againft Francis as a Prince void of honour 
or integrity ; and Francis had accufed him as acceflary to the 
murder of his eldeft fon, fuch an interview appears altogether 
fmgular and even unnatural. But the hiftory of thefe Monarchs 
abounds with fuch furprizing tranfitions. From implacable 
enmity they appeared to pafs, in a moment, to the moft cordial 
reconcilement ; from fufpicion and diftruft to perfcdl confidence ;. 
and from pradifing all the dark arts of a deceitful policy, they 
could affume, of a fudden, the liberal and open manners of two 

gallant gentlemen. 

• 

The Pope, befides the glory of having reftored peace to 
Europe, gained, according to his expectation, a point of great 
confequence to his family, by prevailing on the Emperor to be- 
troth Margaret of Auftria his natural daughter, formerly the 
wife of Alexander de Medici, to his grandfon Odavio Farnefe, 
and in confideration of this marriage, to beftow fcveral honours 
and territories upon his future fon-in-law. A very tragical 7-1,^^^^^^. 
event, which happened about the beginning of the year one »««'on of- 
thoufand five hundred and thirty fcven, had deprived Margaret deMcJici.. . 
of her firft hufband. That young prince, whom the Emperor's 

^ Sandov. Hift. vol. ii. 238 Relation de I'cntrevue de Chad. V. & Fran. I. 
parM. dcla Rivoirc. Hift. de Langucd. p^r. D. D. Dc Vie & Vaifctte. torn. v. 
Preuvcs, p. 9;j. 

partiality^ 
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Book VI. partiality had raifed to the fupreme power inTlorence, upon the 
^"^'^ ' ruins of the public liberty, ncglcdled entirely the cares of govern- 
ment, and abandoned himfelf to the moft diflblute debauchery. 
Lorenzo de Medici his neareft kinfman was not only the companion 
but dire£tor of his pleafures, and employing all the powers of a 
cultivated and inventive genius in this difhonourable miniftry, 
added fuch elegance and variety to vice as gained him an ablblute 
afcendant over the mind of Alexander. But while Lorenzo 
fecmed to be funk in luxury, and afFefted fuch an appearance 
of indolence and effeminacy, that he would not wear a fword, 
and trembled at the fight of blood, he concealed under that 
difguife, a dark, defigning, audacious fpirit. Prompted 
either by the love of liberty, or allured by the hope of attaining 
the fupreme power, he determined to affaffinate Alexander 
his benefadlor and friend. Though he long revolved this 
defign in his mind, his referved and fufpicious temper pre- 
vented him from communicating it to any perfon what- 
ever ; and continuing to live* with Alexander in their ufual 
familiarity, he, one night, under pretence of having 
fecured him an aflignation with a lady of high rank whom he 
had often follicited, drew that unwary Prince into a fecret 
apartment of his houfe, and there ftabbed him, while he lay 
carelefsly on a couch expe<n:ing the arrival of the lady whofe 
company he had been promifed. But no fooner was the deed 
done, than (landing aftonifhcd, and ftruck with horror at its 
' atrocity, he forgot, in a moment, all the motives which had 
induced him to commit it, and inftead of rouzing the people 
to recover their liberty by publifliing the death of the tyrant, 
inftead of taking any ftep towards opening his own w^ay to the 
dignity now vacant, he locked the door of the apartment, and 

like 
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like a man bereaved of reafon and prefence of mind, fled with Book VI. 
the utmoft precipitation out of the Florentine territories. It was ^^ 7"*"^ 
late next morning before the fate of the unfortunate Prince was 
known, as his attendants, accuftomed to his irregularities, never 
entered his apartment early. Immediately the chief perfons 
in the ftate affembled. Being induced partly by the zeal of car- 
dinal Cibo for the houfe of Medici, to which he was nearly re- 
lated, partly by the authority of Francis Guicciardini, who Cormodc 
recalled to their memory and reprefented in ftriking colours the ^^^^^'^jf '"f^'l 
caprice as well as turbulence of their ancient popular govern- the Florentine 
ment, they agreed to place Cofmo di Medici, a youth of eighteen, 
the only male heir of that illuftrious houfe, at the head of the 
government ; though at the fame time fuch was their love of 
liberty, that they eftablifhed feveral regulations in order to cir- 
cumfcribe and moderate his power. 



Me ANwiii t E Lorenzo having reached a place of fafety, made His govern- 
known what he had done, to Philip Strozzi and the other ry"hc fTo.^ 
Florentines who had been driven into exile, or who had volun- "^".""^ 

' exiles. 

tarily retired, when the republican form of government was abo* 
lifhed in order to make way for the dominion of the Medici. By 
them, the deed was extolled with extravagant praifes, and the 
virtue of Lorenzo was compared with that of the elder Brutus, 
who difregarded the ties of blood, or with that of the younger, 
who forgot the friendfhip and favours of the tyrant, that they 
might preferve or recover the liberty of their country*. Nor did 
they reft fatisfied with empty panegyricks ; they immediately 
quitted their different places of retreat, aflembled forces, animated 
their vaffals and partizans to take arms, and to feize this opj>or-. 

« Lctlcrcdi Principi, torn. iii. p. '52. 
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Book VI. tunity of re*efUblUhing the puUick liberty on its ancient fourn^ 
' j-'s.^ dation. Being openly aififted by the French ambafikdor at Rome; 
and fecrctly encouraged by the Pope, whobcHB no good will to- 
the houfe of Medici, they entered the Florentine dominions witb 
a confideraWe body of men. But the perfbns who had eleSedi 
Cofmo poffefled both the means of fupporting his government,, 
and abilities to employ them in the moft proper manner. They 
levied, with the greateft esqpedition, a good number of troops; 
' they endeavoured by erery art, to gain the citizens of greateft 

authority, and to render the adminiftcationof the young prince* 
agreeable to the people. Above all, they courted the &nperor'if 
protedion, as the only firm foundation of Cofino's dignity and. 
power. Charles, knowing the propenfity of the Florentines 
to the friendfliip of France, and how much all the partizans of 
a republican government detefted him as^ the oppreflbr of their 
liberties, faw it to be greatly for his intereft to prevent the re- 
eftabli(hment of the aadent coi^tution in Florence. For this 
reafon, he not only acknowledged Cofino as head of the Florets 
tine ftate> and conferred on him all the titles of honour with. 
which Alexander had been dignified, bat engaged to defend, 
him to die utmoft ; and as a pledge of this, ordered the conv- 
manders of fiich of his troops as were Rationed on die frontieis. 
of Tufcany, to fopport him againft all aggreffiirs* By their aid, 
Cofino obtained an eafy vidory ovet the exiles, whofe troops he 
furprized in the night-dme, and took moft of the chiefs pri- 
ibners ; an event which broke sdl their meafiurs, and fully efta-^ 
blifiied his own authority. But though he was extremery 
defirous of the additional honour of marrying the EmperorV 
daughter, the widow of his predeceflbr, Gharks^/ecure already 
t of 
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^f his attachment, chofe rather to gratify the Po^c by beftow- Book Vf. 
•ing^her on his nepheW ^ 1538. 

During the war between the Emperor and Francis, an event Jj'pjJ'"^'^ 
had happened which abated lYi fome de]gree the warmth and cor- Fwncis and 

'^* Henry Vllu 

diality of flrieftdihip which had long fubfifted between the begins to 
latter and the Kittg of England. James the fifth of Scotland, **^^^*^* 
an enterprizing young Prince, having heard of the Emperor^s 
intention to invade Provence, and beirtg fdnd of (hewing that 
lie did not yield to any of his anceftors in the fincerity of his 
attachment to the French cro^hm, as well as eager to diftinguifli 
himiblf by fome military explbit, levied a body of troops with 
an intention of leading them In peribn to the afliftance of the 
King of France. Though fome unfortunate accidents prevented 
liis carrying any troo|M into France, nothing could divert him 
from going thither in perfon. Immediately upon his landing 
he hailened to Provence, but had been detained fo long in 
his voyage that he could not have any fiiare in the military 
operations, and he met the King on his return after the re- 
treat of the Imperialifb. Francis, gready pieafed with his 
zeal, and no lefs with his manners and converfation, could 
not refufe him his daughter Magdalen, whom he demanded in j^^ ,^ , jj^, 
marriage. It inortified Henry extrefnely to fee a Prince of 
whom he was^ lately become jedous, after having long treated 
Kim and his fubjedts with contenipt, fdrm an alliance, froiia 
which he derived fuch an accefiion both of reputation and fecu*^ 
«ty •• He could not, however, With decency oppofe Francis's 

' Joyii Hlft. c. xoriii. p. 21 8, &c. Belcarfi Comtnent. 1. 22*. p. 696. Iftoda 
4e fui tempi di Giov. Bat. Adriani. Ven. 1587. p. io« 
« Hift. of Scotland, vol. i. p. 77. 
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Book VI. beftowing his daughter upon a Monarch defcended from a rac€ 
iVsS.^' ^^ Princes, the moft antient and faithful allies of the French 
crown. But when James, upon the fudden death of Magdalen, 
demanded as his fecond wife Mary of Guife,, he warmly folli- 
cited Francis to deny his fuit, and ia order to difappoint him 
alked that kdy in marriage for: himfelf. When Francis pre- 
ferred the Scottifti King's fmcere courtfhip to his artful and 
malevolent propofal, he difcovered much diflatisfadtion. The 
pacification agreed upon at Nice, and the familiar interview of 
the tworival&.at Aigues-mortes, filled Henry's mind with new 
fufpicions, as if Francis had. altogether renounced his friendfhip 
for the fake of new connections with the Emperor. Charles, 

The Fmrcror thoroughly acquainted with the temper of the Englifh King,- 
and watchful to obferve all the fhiftings- and caprices of his 
paffions, thought this a favourable opportunity of renewing his 
negociations with him, which had long been broken off. By 
the death of Queen Catherine, whofe intereft the Emperor 
could not with decency have abandoned, the<:hief caufe of their 
difcordwas removed ; fo that without touching upon the delicate 
queftion of her divorce, he might now take what meafures he 
thought moft eflfedual for regaining Henry's good will. For 
this purpofe, he began with propofing feveral- marriage-treaties 
to the King. He offered his niece, a daughter of the King of 
Denmark, to Henry himfelf; he demanded the princefsMary 
for one of the Princes of Portugal, and was even willing to 
receive her as the King's illegitimate daughter **. Though. 
Bone of thefe projeded alliances ever took place, or perhaps 
were ever ferioufly intended, they occafioned fuch frequent in-- 

* Mem. dc Ribicr, t. i. 496. 
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tercourfe between the courts, and fo many reciprocal profeflions Book VI. 
of civility and efteem, as confiderably abated the edge of ^^ 1538?^ 
Henry's rancour againft the Emperor, and paved the way for 
that union between them which afterwards- proved ib difadvanr 
tageous to the French Kingw 

The ambitious fchemes in which the Emperor had been en- Progrcfsof 
gaged, and the wars he had been carrying on for fome years tion. 
proved, as ufual, extremely favourable to the progrefs of the 
reformation in Germany. While Charles was abfent upon 
his African expedition, or intent on his vaft projects againft 
France, his chief objed in Germany was to prevent the diflen- 
fions about religion from difturbing the publick tranquillity, 
by granting fuch indulgence to the Proteftant Princes as might 
induce them to concur with his meafures, or at leaft hinder them 
from taking parf with his rival. For this reafon^ he was carc- 
fultofecureio the Proteftants the poffeflion of all the advantages 
which they had gained by the articles of pacification at Nurem- 
berg, in the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty-two * ; 
and except fome flight trouble from the proceedings of the 
Imperial chamber, they met with nothing to difturb them in 
the exercife of their religion, or to interrupt the fuccefsful zeal 
with which they propagated their opinions. Meanwhile the Pope 
continued his negociationa for convoking a general council ; and Ncgociations 
though the Proteftants had expreffed great diflatisfadtion with withTel^ta* 
his intention to fix upon Mantua as the place of meeting, he ^^*8^""*^ 
adhered obftinately to his choice, iflued a bull on the fecondr. 
of June, one thoufand five hundred and thirty-fix, appointing 

^ Du Mont Corps Diplom. torn. iv. part. 2. p. 133* 

it 
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Book VI. it to afTemble ia that city on the twenty^third of May the year 
,.'y^ ' following ; he nominated three cardinals to prefide in his name ; 
enjoined all Chriftian Princes to countenance it by their autho* 
rity, and invited the prelates of ev^y nation to attend in per- 
fon. This citation of a council, an aflembly which from its 
nature and intention demanded quiet times, as well as pacific 
difpofitions, at the very junfture, when the Emperor was on his 
■march towards France, and ready to involve a great part of 
Europe in the confufions of war, appeared to every perfon ex* 
tremely unfeafonaWe. It was intimated, however, to all the 
different court* by nuncios difpatched of purpofe •^. The Em- 
peror, with an intention to gratify the Germans, had, during 
his refidence at Rome, warmly follicited the Pope to call a 
council ; but being at the fame time willing to try every art in 
order to perfuade Paul to depart from the neutrality which he 
preferved between him and Francis, he fent Heldo his vice chan- 
cellor along with the nuncio whom the Pope employed in Gcr* 
many, inilru£tii\g him to fecond all the nuncio^s reprefenta^ 
tions, and to enforce them with the whdle weight of the Imperial 
fcbroary 15, authority. The Proteftants gave them audience at Smalkaldei 
«537- wliere they had aflfembled in a body, in order to receive them* 
Boat after weighing all their arguments, they unanimoufly refufed 
to acknovdedge a council fummoned ia the name and by the 
authority of the Pc^ done ; in which he aflumed the fole right 
of prefiding; which was to be held in a city not only fardiftant 
from GermMiy, but fubjed to a Prince, a ftranger to them, 
and clofely conneded with the court of Rome ; and to which 
their divines could not repair with fafety, efpecially after 
their dodlrines had been IHgmatized in the very bull of convo- 

* PaUavic. Hift Cone Trid, i ij. 

cation 
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eati'on with the name of herefy. Thefe and many other objec- Book Vt- 
lions agaiaft the council, which, appeared to them unanfwer- ,^^8. 
able, they enumerated, in a large manifefto, which they pub- 
Uihed in vindicatioa of their conduit \ 

Against this the court of Rome exclaimed as a flagrant 
. proof of their obftinacy afid prefumption, and the Pope ftill per- 
fifted in his Eefolution* to hold the council at the time and in the 
place appointed. But fome unexpefted difficulties being ftarte J 
by the Duke of Mantua, both about the right of jurifdidion 
ever thofe who reforted to the council, and tlie fecurity of his^ 
capital amidft fuch a concourfe of ftrangers, the Pope, after 
fruitlefs endeavours to adjuft thefe, firft prorogued the council 
&r fome months, and afterwards transferring the place of Oft. S, 153^- 
meeting to Vicenza iw the Venetian territories, appointed it to? 
affemble on the firft of May in the following year. As 
neither the Emperor nor French King, who had not then come 
to any accommodation, would permit their fubjeds te repair 
thither, not a fingle prelate appeared on the day prefixed, and! 
the Pope, that his authority might not become altogether con- 
temptible by fo many ineflfedhial intimations, put off the mcetr 
ing by an indefinite prorogation ""•. 

Meanwhile, that he might not feem to have turned his a partial re- 
whole attention towards a reformation which he was not able abX^by ihei 
to accomplifh, while he negleded that which was in his power, ^^^ 
he deputed a certain number of cardinals and bifhops with full' 
authority to inquire into the abufes and corruptions of the 

* Sleidan, 1. xii. 123, &c. Seckend. Cora. lib. iii. p. 143, &c, 
•F. Eaul^iij. Pallavic. 117. 

Roman. 
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Book VI. Roman court ; and to propofe the mod efFedual method oi 
, ,3^ , removing them. This fcrutiny, undertaken with reludance, 
was carried on flowly and with remiflhefs. All defeats were 
touched with a gentle hand, afraid of probing too deep, or of 
'difcovering too much. But even by this partial examination, 
many irregularities were-deteded, and many enormities expofed 
to light, while the remedies which they fuggefted as mod proper 
were either inadequate, or were nerer applied. The report and 
refolutions of thcfe deputies^ though intended to be kept fecret, 
were tranfmitted by fome accident into Germany, and being 
immediately made publick, afforded ample matter for reflexion 
and triumph to the Proteftants \ On the one hand they de- 
monftrated the neceflity of a reformation in the head as well as 
the members of the church, and even pointed out many of the 
corruptions againft which Luther and bis followers had remon- 
ftrated with the great^ft vehemence. They fliewed, on the other 
hand, that it was vain to ex,pe£t this reformation from ecclefia- 
fticks themfelves, who, as Luther ftrongly expreffed it, piddled 
at curing warts, while they overlooked or confirmed ulcers ^ 

n league The eatneftnefs with which the Emperor feemed, at firft, 

op^fition to ^o prefs their acquiefcing in the Pope*s fcheme of holding a 
Uwt atSmal- council in Italy, having alarmed the Proteftant Princes fo much, 
that they thought it prudent to ftrengthen their confederacy, 
by admitting feveral new members who follicited that privilege, 
particularly the King of Denmark; Heldo, who during his 
xefidence in Germany, had obferved all the advantages which 
ihey derived from that union, endeavoured to counterbalance its 

» Slcidan, 233. ^ Seek. 1. iti. 164. 

± effects 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 425 



«S39* 



cfFeds by an alUance among the catholick powers of the Em- Book VL 
pire. This league diftinguifhed by the name of Holy^ was 
merely defenfive, and though concluded by Heldo in the Em- 
peror's name, was afterwards difowned by him, and fubfcribed 
by very few Princes '. 

The Proteftarits foon got intelligence of this aflbciation, not- Alarms tU 
withftandingall the endeavours of the contrafting parties to con- ^'°^^^*"'*' 
ceal it ; and their zeal, always apt to fufpeft and to dread, even 
to excefs, every thing that feemed to threaten religion, inftantly 
took the alarm as if the Emperor had been jufl ready to enter 
upon the execution of fome formidable plan for the extirpation 
of their opinions. In order to difappointthis, they held frequent 
confultations, they courted the Kings of France and England 
with great affiduity, and even began to think of raifing the 
refpedive contingents both in men and money which they were 
obliged to furnifli by the treaty of Smalkalde. But it was not 
long before they were convinced that thefe apprehenfions were 
without foundation, and that the Emperor, to whom repofe was 
abfolutely neceflkry after being exhaufted by efforts beyond his 
ftrength in the war vdth France, had no thoughts of difturbing 
the tranquillity of Germany. As a proof of this, his ambafla- 
dors, at an interview with the Proteftant Princes in Francfort, 
agreed that all conceflions in their favour, particularly thofc ^ '** 
contained in the pacification of Nuremberg, fliould continue in 
force for fifteen months ; that during this period all proceedings 
of the Imperial chamber againft them (hould be fufpended; 
that a conference fliould be held by a few divines of each party, 

t Seek. 1. iii. 171. Recueil dc Traitcz. 
Vol. IL Iii in 
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Book VI. in order todifcufs the points in controverfy, and to propofe arti- 
cles of accommodation which fliould be laid before the next diet. 
Though the Emperor, that he might not irritate the Pope, 
who remonftrated againft the firft part of this agreement as im- 
politick, and againft the latter as an impious encroachment 
upon his prerogative, never formally ratified this convention, it 
was obferved with confiderable exaftnefs, and greatly ftrength- 
ened the bafis of that ecclefiaftical liberty, for which the Pro- 
teftants contended ^ 



April 2j. A FEW days after the convention at Francfort, happened the 
eftabiXcdT^ death of George Duke of Saxony, an event of great advantage 
sZZ^^^ ^^ *^ *^^ reformation. That Prince, the head of the Albertine, or 
younger branch of the Saxon family, poflcfled, as marquis of 
Mifnia and Thuringia, extenfive territories, comprehending^ 
Drelden, Leipfick, and other cities now the moft confiderable 
in the eledtorate. From the firft dawn of the reformation, he 
had been its enemy as avowedly as the deftoral Princes were 
its protedors, and had carried on his oppofition not only with 
all the zeal flowing from religious prejudices, but with a viru- 
lence infpired by perfonal antipathy to Luther, and imbittered 
by the domeftick animofity fubfifting between him and the 
other branch of his family. By his death without iflfue, his* 
fucceflion fell to his brother Henry, whofe attachment to the 
Proteftant religion furpafled, if poffible, that of bis predeceflTor 
to popery. Henry no fooner took pofleflion of his new domi- 
nions, than, difregarding a daufe in George's will, didbted 
by his bigotry, whereby he bequeathed all his territories to the: 

t F. Paul, 82. Sleid. 247; Seek. 1. iii. 200. 

Emperor 
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Emperor and King of the Romans, if his brother fliould attempt Book VL 

to make any innovation in religion, he invited fome Protcftant ^ ujq. ^ 

divines, and among them Luther himfelf, to Leiplick. By 

their advice and afliftance, he overturned in a few weeks the 

whole fyftem of antient rites, eftablifliing the full exercife of 

the reformed religion, with the univerfal applaufe of his fub- 

jedls, who had long wifhed for this change, which the authority 

of their Duke alone had hitherto prevented '. This revolution 

delivered the Proteftants from the danger to which they were 

expofed by having an inveterate enemy fituated in the middle of 

their territories f and their dominions now extended in one 

great and almoft unbroken line from the fhore of the Baltick to 

the banks of the Rhine. 



Soon after the conclufion of the Truce at Nice, an event A mutiny of 
happened, which fatisfied all Europe that Charles had profe- lr«>p"^* 
cuted the war to the utmoft extremity that the ftate of his affairs 
would permit. Vaft arrears were due to his troops, whom he 
had long amufed with vain hopes and promifes. As they now 1 

forefaw that little attention would be paid to their demands, when 
by the re-eftablifhment of peace their fervices became of lefs 
importance, they loft all patience, broke out into an open mutiny, 
and declared that they thought themfelves entitled to feize by 
violence what was detained from them contrary to all juftice. 
Nor was this fpirit of fedition confined to one part of the Empe- 
ror's dominions ; the mutiny was almoft as general as the grie- 
vance which gave rife to it. The foldiers in the Milanefe plundered 
the open country without controul, and filled the capital itfelf 

' Sleidan, ^49, * 

liia with 
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Book VL with confternation. Thofe in garrifon at Goletta threatened to 
|7C ' give up that important fortrefs to Barbarofla. In Sicily the 
troops proceeded to ftill greater exceffes ; having chaced away 
their officers, they eleded others in their ftead, defeated a 
tody of men whom the viceroy fent againft them, took and 
pillaged feveral cities, conducting themfelves all the while, in 
fuch a manner, that their operations refembled rather the regu- 
lar proceedings of a concerted rebellion, than the rafhnefs and 
violence of a military mutiny. But by the addrefs and pru- 
dence of the generals, who partly by borrowing money in their 
own name, or in that of their matter, partly by extorting large 
fums from the cities in their refpedive provinoes, raifed what 
was fufficient to difcharge the arrears of the foldiers, thefc in- 
furredions were quelled. The greater part of the troops 
being dilbanded, fuch a number only as was neceflary for gar- 
rifoning the principal towns, and proteding the fea coafts froni 
the infults of the Turks, was kept in pay'. 

Cortes of I'T ^^^ happy for the Emperor that the abilities of his gene« 

Caftiic held yai3 extricated him out of thefe difficulties, which it exceeded hi& 

ai 1 oledo. 

own power to have removed. He had depended, as his chief 
refource for difcharging the arrears due to his foldiers, "upon the 
iubfidies which he expected from his Gtflilian fubjeds. For 
this purpofe, he aflfembled the Cortes of Caftile at Toledo, and 
having reprefented to them the great expence of hb military 
operations, together with the vaft debts in which thefe had ne- 
ceflarily involved him, he propofed to levy fiich fupplies as the 
prefent exigency of his affairs demanded, by a general excife on 

* Jovii Hiftor, 1. xxxvii. 20^. c. Sandov. Ferreras, ix. 209. 
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commodities* But the Spaniards who already felt themfelves BookVI> 
oppreflfed with a load of taxes unknown to their anceftors, and ,539, "^ 
who had often complained that their country, in order to profecute The com- 
quarrels in which it was not interefted, and to fight battles from diflatitfaaion 
which it could reap no benefit, was drained not only of its yy^ 
wealth but of its inhabitants, determined not to add voluntarily to 
their own burdens, or to furnifh the Emperor with the means of 
engaging in new enterprizes no lefs ruinous to the kingdom than 
moft of thofe which he had hitherto carried on. The nobles, in 
particular, inveighed, with great vehemence againfl the im- 
pofition propofed, as an encroachment upon the valuable and 
diftinguifliing privilege of their order, that of being exempted 
from the payment of any tax. They demanded a conference 
with the reprefentatives of the cities concerning the flate of the 
nation. They contended that if CSxarles would imitate the 
example of his predeceflbrs, vvho had refided conflantly in 
Spain, and would avoid entangling himfelf in a multiplicity of 
tranfadions foreign to the concerns of his Spanifh dominions, 
the flated revenues of the crown would be fully fufEcient to 
defray the neceflfary expences of governdient. They repre- 
fented to him that it would be unjuft to lay new burdens upon 
the people, while this prudent and effectual method of re-efta- 
blifhing public credit, and fecuring national opulence, was totally 
negledled'. C3iarles, after employing argimients, entreaties 
and promifes, but without fuccefs> in order to overcome their 
obflinacy, difmifTed the affembly with great indignation. From Thcanc'ciit 
that period neither the nobles nor the prelates have been called orVc Corccs 
to thcfe affemblies, on pretence that fuch as pay no part of f"*^^^'^- 

^ Sandov. Hift. vol. ii. 269. 

the 
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Bo OK VI. the publick taxes, fhould claim no vote in laying them on* 
J Cr ' None have been admitted to the Cortes but the procurators or 
reprefentatives of eighteen cities. Thefe, to the number of 
thirty-fix, being two from each community, form an affembly 
which bears no refemblance either in power or dignity or inde- 
pendence to the ancient Cortes, and are abfolutely at the devo- 
tion of the court in all their determinations ". Thus the im- 
prudent zeal with which the Caftilian nobles had fupported the 
regal prerogative, in oppofition to the claims of the commons 
during the commotions in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-one, proved at laft fatal to their own body. By 
enabling Charles to deprefs one of the orders in the ftate, they 
deftroyed that balance to which the conftitution owed its fecu- 
rity, and put it in his power and in that of his fucceflbrs to 
humble the other, and to ftrip it of its moft valuable privileges.. 



The Spanifli ^^ ^^^^ ^^"^^> however, the Spanifli grandees ftill poffeffed 
^Tc^'h**h ^^^''^^rdinary power as well as privileges, which they exercifed 
privileges. and defended with an haughtinefs peculiar to themfel ves. Of this 
the Emperor himfelf had a mortifying proof during the meet- 
ing of the Cortes at Toledo. As he was returning one day 
from a tournament accompanied by moft of the nobility, one 
of the ferjeants of the court, out of officious zeal to clear the 
way for the Emperor, ftruck the Duke of Infantado's horfe with 
his batton, which that haughty grandee refenting, drew his 
fword, beat and wounded the officer. Charles, provoked at fuch 
an infolent deed in his prefence, immediately ordered Ronquillo 
the judge of the court to arreft the Duke j Ronquillo advanced 

** Sandov. ibid. La Science du Gouvernement, par M. dc Real, torn. ii. 
p. 102« 

3 to 
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to execute his charge, when the conftable of Caftile interpofing, Book VI. 
checked him, claimed the right of jurifdidion over a grandee as ^^^^ 
a privilege of his office, and conduced Infantado to his own 
apartment. All the nobles prefent were fo pleafed with the 
boldnefs of the conftable in aflerting the rights of their order, 
that deferting the Emperor, they attended him to his houfe 
with infinite applaufes, and Charles returned to the palace 
without any perfon along with him but the cardinal Tavera, The 
Emperor, how fenfible foever of the affront, faw the danger of 
irritating a jealous and high-fpirited order of men whom the 
flighteft appearance of offence might drive to the moft unwar- 
rantable extremes. For that reafon, inftead of ftraining at any 
ill-timed exertion of his prerogative, he prudently connived at 
the arrogance of a body too potent for him to controul, and 
fent next morning to the Duke of Infantado offering to infliCt 
what punifhment he pleafed on the perfon who had aflFronted 
him. The Duke confidering this as a full reparation to his 
honour, inftantly forgave the officer ; beftowing on him, be- 
fides, a confiderable prefent as a compenfation for his wound. 
Thus the affair was entirely forgotten * ; nor would it have 
deferved to be mentioned, if it were not a ftriking example of 
the haughty and independent fpirit of the Spanifh nobles in 
that age, as well as an inftance of the Emperor's dexterity in 
accommodating his conduct to the circumftances in which he 
was placed. 

Charles was far from difcovering any fuch condefcenfion rnrarrc.«Ho» 
or lenity towards the citizens of Ghent, who not long after "^^^"^-^ 

* Sandov* 11. 274. Fcrrcras, ix, 212. Miniana, 11 j. 

broke 
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Book VL broke out into open rebellion agaioft his government. An 
I^,^. event w^hich happened in the year one thoufand five hundred 
and thirty-fix, gave occafion to this ra(h infurre^ion (b fatal 
to that flouriihing city. At that time the Queen dowager of 
Hungary, governefs of the Netherlands, having received orders 
from her brother to invade France with all the forces which (he 
could raife, (he aflembled the States of the united Provinces, 
and obtained from them a fubfidy of twelve hundred thoufand 
florins, to defray the expence of that undertaking. Of this fum, 
the county of Flanders was obliged to pay a third part as its 
Slddzens.''^ proportion. But the citizens of Ghent, the moft confiderable 
city in that country, averfe to a war with France with which 
they carried on an extenfive and gainful commerce, refufed to 
pay their quota, and contended that in confequence of ftipula* 
tions between them and the anceftors of their prefent fbvereign 
the Emperor, no tax could be levied upon them, unlefs they had 
given their exprefs confent to the impofition of it. The gover- 
nefs, on the other hand, maintained that as the fubfidy of twelve 
hundred thoufand florins had been granted by the States of 
Flanders, of which their reprcfentativcs were members, they 
were bound, of courfe, to conform to what was ena£ted by 
them, as it is the firft principle in fociety, on which the tran- 
-quility and order of government depend, that the inclinations 
of the minority mufl: be over-ruled by the judgment and deci- 
nfion of the fuperior number^ 

.Proceedings The Citizens of Ghent, however, were not willing to relin- 

^gmfk ihem. ^^j^ ^ privilege of fuch high importance as that which they 

claimed. Having been accufliomed, under the government 

*of the houfe of Burgundy, to enjoy extenfive immunities, and 

4 *^ 
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to be treated with much indulgence, they difdained to facrilice Book Vf. 
to the delegated power of a regent thole rights and liberties 
which they had often and fuccefsfully aflcrtcd againll their 
greateft Princes. The Queen, though Ihe endeavoured at firft 
to footh them, and to reconcile them to their duty by various 
conceflions, was at laft fo much irritated by the obllinacy with 
which they adhered to their claim, that fhe ordered all the citi- 
zens of Ghent, on whom ihe could lay hold in any part of the 
Netherlands, to be arretted. But this rafli adlion made an im- 
preflion very different from what (he expeded on men, whofc 
minds were agitated with all the violent paflions which indig- 
nation at oppreffion and zeal for liberty infpire. Lefs affeded 
with the danger of their friends and companions, than irritated 
at the governefe, they openly defpifed her authority, and fent 
deputies to the other towns of Flanders, conjuring them not to 
abandon their country at fuch a jundlurc, but to concur with 
them in vindicating its rights againft the encroachments of a 
woman, who either did not know or did not regard their im- 
munities. All but a few inconfiderable towns declined entering 
into any confederacy againft the governefs ; however, they 
joined in petitioning her to put off the term for payment of the 
tax fo long, that they might have it in their power to fend fomc 
of their number into Spain, in order to lay their title to exemption 
before their fovereign. This flie granted with fome difficulty. 
But Charles received their commiffioncrs with an haughtincfs to 
w^hich they were not accuftomed from their aniicnt Princes, ' 
and enjoining them to yield the fame rcfpc^lful obedience to his 
fitter, which they owed to him in perfon, remitted the examina- 
tion of their claim to the council of Malines. This court, 
which is properly a ftanding committee of the parliament or 
Vol. II. K k k ftatcs 
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Book VI. ftatcs of the county, and which poffefles the fupreme jurifdic- 
tion in all matters civil as well as criminal '^^ pronounced the 
claim of the citizens of Ghent to be ill founded, and appointed 
them forthwith to pay their proportion of the tax. 



»539- 



wait to France. 



They uke Enraged at this dccifion, which they confidered as noto- 

offer 'to Tub- rioufly unjuft, and rendered defperate on feeing their rights be- 
trayed by that very court which was bound to protect them, the 
people of Ghent ran to arms in a tumultuary manner, drove 
fuch of the nobility as refided among them out of the city ; 
fecured feveral of the Emperor's officers ; put one of them to 
the torture, whom they accufed of having ftolen or deftroyed the 
record, that contained the privileges of exemption from taxes 
which they pleaded ; chofe a council to whom the^ committed 
the dire£tion of their affairs ; gave orders for repairing and 
adding to their fortifications ; and openly erefted the flandard 
of rebellion againft their fovereign '. Senfible, however, of 
their inability to fupport what their zeal had prompted them to 
undertake, and defirous of fecuring a protestor againfl the 
formidable forces by which they might expeft foon to be at- 
tacked, they fent fome of their number to Francis, offering not 
only to. acknowledge him as their fovereign, and to put him in 
immediate poffeffion of Ghent, but to affifl him with all their 
forces in recovering thofe provinces in the Netherlands, which 
had antiently belonged to the crown of France, and had been fo 

J Defcrittione di tutti paed baffidi Lud. Guicciardini» Ant. I57i« fol. p. CJ* 
« Memoires fur la revolte de Gantois en 1539, par Jean d'Hollander, ecrit en 

1547. A la Haye 1747. P. Heuter. Rer. Auilr. lib. xi. p. 262* Sandov.^ 

Hifior. torn. ii. p» 28 2v 

lately 
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lately re-united to it by the decree of the parliament of Paris. Book VL 
This unexpected propofition coming from perfons who had it ^ [TT7 
in their power to have performed inftantly one part of what 
they undertook, and who could contribute fo efFedtually to- 
wards the execution of the whole, opened vaftas well as alluring 
profpedts to Francis's ambition. The counties of Flanders and 
Artois were of greater value than the dutchy of Milan, which 
he had fo long laboured to acquire with paffionate but fruitlefs 
defire ; their fituation with refpeft to France rendered it more 
eafy to conquer or to defend them ; and they might be 
formed into a fcparate principality for the Duke of Orleans, no 
lefs fuitable to his dignity than that which his father aimed at 
obtaining. From this, the Flemings, who were acquainted with 
the French manners and government, would not have been 
averfe ; and his own fubjeds, weary of their deftrudive expedi- 
tions into Italy, would have turned their arms towards this 
quarter with more good will, and with greater vigour. Several jr^^^jj ^ . 
confiderations, neverthclefs, prevented Francis from laying hold ^^'"" ^*^"^ 
of this opportunity, the moft favourable in appearance which had 
ever prefented itfelf, of extending his dominions or diftrefling 
the Emperor. From the time of their interview at Aigues- 
mortes, Charles had continued to court the King of France 
with wonderful attention ; and often flattered him with hopes 
of gratifying at laft his wifhes concerning the Milanefe, by 
granting the inveftiture of it either to him or to one of his 
fons. But though thefe hopes and promifes were thrown out 
with no other intention than to detach him from his confede- 
racy with the grand Seignior, or to raife fufpicions in Soly- 
man's mind by the appearance of a cordial and familiar in- 
tercourfe fubfifting between the courts of Paris and Madrid, 

K k k 2 Francis 
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Book VI. Francis was weak enough to catch at the fhadow by which he 
,.35. had been fo often deceived, and from eagernefs to feize it, re- 
linquiflied what muft have proved a more fubftantialacquifition* 
Befides this, the Dauphin jealous to excefs of his brother, and 
unwilling that a Prince who feemed to be of a reftlefs and enter- 
prizing nature fhould obtain an eftablifhment, which from its 
fituation might be confidered almoft as a domeftick one, made ufe 
of Montmorency, who by a fingular piece of good fortune, was 
at the fame time the favourite of the father and of the fon, to 
defeat the application of the Flemings, and to divert the King 
from efpoufing their caufe. Montmorency reprefented accord- 
ingly the reputation and power which Francis would acquire by 
recovering that footing which he had formerly in Italy, and that 
nothing could be fo efficacious to overcome the Emperor's aver- 
fion to this, as his adhering facredly to the truce, and refufing On 
this occafion to countenance his rebellious fubjedls. Francis, apt 
of himfelf to over-rate the value of the Milanefe, becaufe he 
cftimated it from the length of time as well as from the great 
efforts which he had employed in order to re-conquer it, and 
fond of every adlion which had the appearance of generbfity, 
afTented without difficulty to fentiments fo agreeable to his own, 
rejected the propofitions of the citizens of Ghent, and difmifTed. 
their deputies with an harfh anfwer \ 

ni- ^^^ fatisfied with this, by a farther refinement in genero^ 

catcs iheir in- {[ly^ he communicatcd to the Emperor his whole negociation 
Emperor. with the malecontents, and all that he knew of their fchemes 

» Mem. dc Bellay, p. 263. P. Hcutcr. Rcr. Aufb. lib. xi. 263. 

and 
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and intentions \ This convincing proof of Francis's difintereft- EooK VL 
cdnefs relieved Charles from the moft difquieting apprehenfions> ,-.q.. 
and opened a way to extricate himfelf out of all his difEculties. 
He liad already received full information of all the tranfadtions 
in the Netherlands, and of the rage with which the people 
of Ghent had taken arms againft his government. He was 
thoroughly acquainted with the genius and qualities of his fub- 
jcds in that country ; with their love of liberty ; their attach- 
ment to their antient privileges and cuftoms.; as well as the 
invincible obflitiacy with which their minds, flow but firm and 
perfevering, adhered to any meafure on which they had leifure 
to fix. He eafily faw wliat encouragement and fupport they 
would have derived from the affiflance of France ; though now 
free from any danger on that quarter, he w^as ftill fenfible that 
fomc immediate and vigorous interpofition was neceflaiy in order 
to prevent the fpirit of difaffedion and rebellion from fpreading 
in a country where the number of cities, the multitude of peo- 
ple, together with the great wealth diflFufed among them by com- 
merce, rendered it peculiarly formidable, and would fupply it 
with inexhauftible refources. No expedient, after long delibera- 
tion, appeared to him fo efFedual as his going in perfon to the Charles's dtN 
Netherlands ; and the governefs his fifter being of the fame opi- concerning 
nion, warmly follicited him to undertake the journey. There Jjefecr^^''* 
were only two diflFerent routs which he could take ; one Iry land^ ^a'^^s. 
through Italy and Germany, the other, entirely by fea, from 
fome port in Spam to one in the Low-Countries. But the 
former was more tedious than fuited the prefcnt exigency of his 
affairs ; nor could he in confiftency with his dignity or evea 

^^ SandoY. Hiftor. torn. ii. 284* 

his. 
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Book VI. his fafety pafs through Germany without fuch a train both of 
J ^3^ attendants and of troops, as would have added greatly to the 
time that he muft have confumed in his journey ; the latter was 
dangerous at this feafon, and not to be ventured upon, while he 
was on bad terms with the King of England, unlefs under the 
convoy of a powerful fleet. This perplexing fituation, in which 
he was under a neceflity of chufmg, and did not know what to 
chufe, infpired him at laft with the Angular and feemingly 
Propofes to extravagant thought of paffing through France, as the moft ex- 
f rancc °"^^ peditious way of reaching the Netherlands. He propofed in 
his council to demand Francis's permiffion for that purpofe. All 
his counfellors joined with one voice in condemning the mca- 
fure as no lefs rafh than unprecedented, and which muft infal- 
libly expofe him to difgrace or to danger; to difgrace, if the 
demand were rejedted in the manner that he had reafon to ex- 
pcdi; to danger, if he put his perfon in the power of an enemy 
whom he had often offended, who had antient injuries to re- 
. venge, as well as fubjeds of prefent conteft ftill remaining unde- 
cided. But Charles, who had ftudied the charadler of his 
rival with greater care, and more profound difcernment than 
any of his minifters, perfifted in his plan, and flattered himfelf 
that it might be accompliflied not only without danger to his 
own perfon, but even without the expence of any conceflion 
detrimental to his crown. 

To which With this view he communicated the matter to the 

{enis^^^ ^°"' French ambaflador at his court, and fent Granvelle his chief 
minifter to Paris, in order to obtain from Francis permif- 
fion to pafs through his dominions, and to promife that he 
would foon fettle the afl^air of the Milanefe to his fatisfaftion ; 

* but 
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but at the fame time to intreat that he would not exad any new Book VI. 
promife, or even infift on former engagements, at this junc- ,^^^^ 
ture, left whatever he fhould grant, under his prefent circum- 
ftances, might feem rather to be extorted by neceflity, than to 
flow from friendfhip or the love of juftice. Francis, inftead 
of attending to the fnare which fuch a flight artifice fcarce con- 
cealed, was fo dazzled with the fplendour of overcoming an 
enemy by a£ts of generofity, and fo pleafed with the air of fupe- 
riority which the redlitude and difintereftedncfs of his proceed- 
ings gave him on this occafion, that he at once aflented to all 
that was demanded. Judging of the Emperor's heart by 
his own, he imagined that the fentiments of gratitude, arifing 
from the remembrance of good offices and Hberal treatment, 
would determine him more forcibly to fulfill what he had fo 
often promifed, than the moft precife ftipulations, that could be 
inferted in any treaty* 

Upon this, Charles, to whom every moment was precious, His reception 
fet out, notwithftanding the fears and fiifpicions of his Spanilh |j"J^^' ^'''^' 
fubjedls, with a fmall but fplendid train of about an hundred 
perfons. At Bayonne, on the frontiers of France, he was re- 
ceived by the Dauphin and the Duke of Orleans attended by the 
conftable Montmorency, The. two Princes oflFered to go into 
Spain, and to remain there as hoftages for the Emperor's 
fafety ; but this he rejected, declaring that he relied with im* 
plicit confidence on the King^s honour, and had never de- 
manded nor would accept of any other pledge for his fecurity. 
In all the towns through which he pafled the greateft poffible 
magnificence was difplayed ; the magiftrates prefented him the 
keys of the gates j the prifon doors were fet open ; and by the 

royal 
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Book VL royal honours paid to him, he appeared more like tlie fovereign 
,-3^ of the country than a ftranger. The King advanced as far 
as Chatelherault to meet him ; their interview v^as diftin- 
guiflied by the warmeft expreffions of friendfliip and regard. 
154^. They proceeded together towards Paris, and prefented to the 
inhabitants of that city, the extraordinary fpedlaclc of two rival 
Monarchs whofe enmity had difturbed and laid wafte Europe, 
during twenty years, making their folemn entry together with 
all the fymptoms of confidence and harmony, as if they had 
forgotten for ever pad injuries, and would never revive hoftili- 
ties for the future \ 

ThcEmpe- Charles remained fix days at Paris; but amidft the per- 

twdc. petual carcflcs of the French court, and the various entertain- 

ments contrived to amufe or do him honour, he difcovered an ex- 
treme impatience to continue his journey, arifingas much from 
an apprehenfion of danger which conftantly opprefled him, as 
from the neceffity of his prefence in the Low-Countries. Con- 
fcious of the difingenuity of his own intentions, he trembled 
when he refleded that fome fatal accident might betray them to 
his rival, or lead him to fufpe<St them ; and though his arti- 
fices to conceal thefe Ihould be fuccefsful, he could not help 
fearing that motives of intereft might at laft triumph over the 
fcruples of honour, and tempt Francis to avail himfelf of the 
advantage now in his hands. Nor were there wanting perfons 
among the French minifters, who advifed the King to turn his 
own arts againft the Emperor, and as the retribution due for 
£0 many inftances of fraud or falfehood, to feize and detain his 

*^ Thuan. Hift. lib. i. c. 14. Mem, de Bcllay, 264. 
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pcrfon till he granted him full fatisfadioa with regard to all the Book VL 
juft claims of the French crown. But no confideration could ,^^o^ 
induce Francis to violate the faith which he had pledged, nor 
could any argument convince him that Charles, after all the pro- 
mifes that he had given, and all the favours which he had re- 
ceived, might ilill be capable of deceiving him. Full of this falfe 
confidence he accompanied him to St. Quintin, and the two 
Princes, who had met him on the borders of Spain, did not take 
leave of him until he entered his dominions in the Low-Countries. 

As foon as the Emperor reached his own territories, the and difmgc- 
French ambafladors demanded the accomplifliment of what he 
had promifed concerning the inveftiture of Milan^ but Charles, 
under tlie plaufible pretext that his whole attention was then 
cngrofled by the confultations neceffary towards fuppreffing the 
rebeUion in Ghent, put off the matter for fome time. But in 
order to prevent Francis from fufpei3ing his fincerity, he ftill 
xonlinued to talk of his refolutions with refpaft to that matter 
in the ftime ftrain as when he entered France, and even wrote 
to the King much to the fame purpofe, though in general terms, 
and with equivocal expreffions which he might afterwards ex- 
plain away or interpret at pleafure *. 

Meanwhile, the unfortunate citizens of Ghent, deftituteof Redoaionof 
leaders capable either of directing their councils, or conducing 
their troops ; abandoned by the French King and unfupported 
by their countrymen; were unable to refift their oflFendcd fovc- 
reign who was ready to advance againft them with one body of 
troops which he had raifed in the Netherlands, with another 

■ Mcmoires dc Ribier, i. 504. 
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Book VI. drawn out of Germany, and a third which had arrived from 
ij^o. Spain by fea. The near approach of danger made them, at laft, 
fo fenfible of their own folly, that they fent ambaiTadors to the 
Emperor imploring his mercyi and offering to fet open their 
gates at his approach. Charles, without vouchiafing them any 
other anfwer, than that he would appear among them a$ their 
fovereign, with the fceptre and the fword in his hand^ b^^in hk 
march at the head of his troops. Though he chofe to ehtcr the 
city on the twenty-fourth of February, his birth-day, he waa 
touched with nothing of that tendemefs or indulgence which 

aod poBifti. was natural towards the place of his nativity. Twenty-fix of 
the principal citizens were put to death ; a greater aumber was 



cnuEeos. 



April 20. fent into banifhment; the city was declared to have forfeited 
all its privileges and immiuiities ; the revenues belonging to it 
were confifcated ; its ancient form of government was abolifhed ; 
the nomination of its magiflrates was vefled for the future in 
the Emperor and his fuccefTors ; a new fyfbem of laws and political 
adminiflration was prefcribed \ and in order to bridle the fedi*- 
tious fpirit of the citizens a ffarong citadel was appointed to be 
credted, for defraying the expence of which a fine of an hundred 
and fifty thoufand florins was impofed on the inhabitants, to- 
gether with an annual tax of fix thoufand florins for the fupport 
of a garrifonc. By thefe rigorous proceedings, Charles not only 
punifhed the citizens of Ghent, but fet an awful example of 
feverity before .his other fubjedls in the Netherlands> whofe 
immimities and privileges, partly the effect, partly the caufe of 
their extenfive comnierce, drcimifcribed the royal prerogative 

^ Lcs coutumes & loix du Compte de Flandre, par Alex, le Grande, 3 torn, 
fol. Cambray, 17 19, torn. i. p. 169. 
< Haraei Annales Brabantise, vol. i. 61 6» 
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within very narrow bounds, and often flood in the way of mea- Book VI. 
fures which he wifhei 
him in his operations. 



fures which he wifhed to undertake, or fettered and retarded ,^^^ 



Charles having thus vindicated and re-eftabliflied his autho- Charles rt- 
rity in the Low-Countries, and being now under no neceffity j," "nj^ge- 
of continuing the fame fcene of falfehood and diflimulation with mcnts to 
which he had long amufed Francis, began gradually to throw 
afide the veil under which he had concealed his intentions with 
refpeft to the Milanefe. At firft, he eluded the demands of the 
French ambaiTadors when they again reminded him of his pro- 
mifes ; then he propofed, by way of equivalent for the dutchy of 
Milan, to grant the Duke of Orleans the inveftiture of Flanders, 
clogging the offer, however, with impracticable conditions, or 
fuch as he knew would be rejeSed *. At laft, being driven from 
all his evafions and fubterfiiges by their infifting for a categorical 
anfwer, he peremptorily refufed to give up a territory of fuch 
value, or voluntarily to make fuch a liberal addition to the 
ftrength of an enemy by diminifhing his own power *. Hedenil^ 
at the fame time, that he had ever made any promife which could 
bind him to an adtion fo foolilh, and fo contrary to his own intereft '. 

Of all the adlions in the Emperor's life, this, without doubt, 
reflects the greateft difhonour on his reputation ^ Tho' Charles 
was not extremely fcrupulous at other times about the means 
which he employed for accomplifhing his ends^ or always obfer- 
vant of the ftridt precepts of veracity and honour, he had hitherto 
maintained fome regard for the maxims of that lefs precife and 

^ Mem. de Ribier, i. 509. 514. * Ribiery i. 519. 

! Bcllay, 365. 6. t Jovii Hift. lib. xxxix. p. 238. a. 
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Book VI. rigid morality by which monarchs think themfelves entitled to^ 
'^ J ;^7» ' regulate their condu6k, But^ on this occaiion^ the fchcme that he 
formed of deceiving a generous and open-hearted Prince ; the 
illiberal and mean artifices by which he carried it on ; the infen^ 
fibility with which he received all the marks of his friendfhipy 
and the ingratitude with which he requited them; are alT 
equally unbecoming the dignity of his charaiSler, and incon- 
fiftent with the grandeur of his views. 

This tranfadion expofed Francis to as much fcom as it did 
the Emperor to cerifure. After the experience of a tong reign^ 
after fo many opportunities of difcovering the duplicity and 
artifices of his rival, the credulous fimplicity with vsAiqh he 
trufted him at tliis jundure feemed to merit no other return 
than it adUally met with. Francis, however, remonftrated and 
exclaimed, as if this had been tbefirfi; inilance in which the Em^ 
peror had deceived him. Feeling, as iaufual, theiafuk which wa& 
ofifered to his underftanding ftill more fenfibly than the injury 
done to his intereft, he difcovered fuch refentmenC is made it 
obvious that he would lay hold on the firft opportunity of being 
revenged, and that a war, no lefs rancorous than that which had 
fo lately raged, would foon break out anew in Europe. 

The Pope This ycar 18 rendered meraoralde by the eftablifhraenrof the 

auihorizcsthe Qjjer of Tefuits ; a body whofe influence on eccWiaftical as well 

inftitutioo of J » / 

the Order of as dvil affairs hath beea fo confiderablc, that an account of the 
genius of its laws and government juftly merits a place in hiftory* 
When men take a view of the rapid progrefs of this fociety to-^ 
wards wealth and power; when they contemplate the admirable 
prudence with wWch it has been govoraed j when they attend 

to 
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to ihc perfevering and fyftematick fpirit with which its fohemcs Book VI» 
biive^bcea carried on; tliey are apt to afcribe fuch a fingular ^ , T^^ ^' 
inftitution to the fuperior wifdom of its founder, and to fuppofe 
that |ie had formed and digefted his plan \wth profound policy. 
But the Jefuits, as well as the other monaftic orders, are in- 
debted for the exiftencc of their order not to the wifdom of their 
foiinder, but to his enthufiafm. Ignatio Loyola^ whom I have 
already mentioned on occafion of the wound which he received 
in defending Pampeluna \ was a fanatick diftinguifhed by 
extravagancies in fentiment and conduit, no lefs incompatible 
with the maxims of fober reafon, than repugnant to the fpirit 
of true religion. The wild adventures, and vifionary fchemes, 
in which his enthufiafm engaged him, equal any thing recorded 
in the legends of the Romifli faints j but are unworthy of 
notice in hiftory. 

Prompted by this fanatical fpirit, or incited by the love of Fanatidfm of 
power and diftindlion, from which fuch pretenders to fuperior ^^j^^^^ 
fandity are not exempt, Loyola was ambitious of becoming the 
founder of a religious order. The plan, which he formed of 
its conftitution and laws, was fuggefted, as he gave out, and as 
his followers ftill teach, by the immediate infpiration of hea- 
ven '. But notwithftanding this high pretenfion, his defign 
met at firft with violent oppofition. The Pope, to whom 
Loyola had applied for the fandion of his authority to confirm 
the inftitution, referred his petition to a committee of Cardinals. 
They reprefented the eftablifhment to be unneceflary as well as 
dangerous, and Paul refufed to grant his approbation of it. At 

^ Book ii. p. 132. ' Compte rendu des Conftitutions 

4es Jefuites, au Parlement dc Provence, par M. de Monclar. p. 285. 

laft. 



446 



THE REIGN OF THE 



1540. 

The Pope's 
motives for 
confirming 
the order. 



Bo OK VI. laft, Loyola removed all his fcruples by an oflFer which it was 
impoffible for any Pope to refift. He propofed that befides the 
three vows of poverty, of chaftity, and of monaflic obediencet 
which are common to all the monaflic orders, the members of 
his fociety fhould take a fourth vow of obedience to the Pope, 
binding themfelves to go whitherfoever he (hould command for 
the fervice of religion, and without requiring any thing from 
the Holy See for their fupport. At a time when the papal 
authority had received fuch a fhock by the revolt of fo many 
nations from the Romifh church ; at a time when every part of 
the popifli fyftem was attacked with fo much violence and fuc- 
cefs, the acquifitioh of a body of men, thus peculiarly devoted to 
the fee of Rome, and whom it might fet in oppofition to all its. 
enemies, was an objeft of the higheft confequence. Paul, in- 
ftantly perceiving this, confirmed the inflitution of the Jefuits 
by his bull ; granted the moft ample privileges to the members 
of the fociety ; and appointed Loyola to be the firfl General of 
the order. The event hath fully juflified Paul's difcemment, in 
expelling fuch beneficial confequences to the fee of Rome from 
this inflitution. In lefs than half a century, the fociety obtained 
eflablifhments in every country that adhered to the Roman 
catholic church ; its power and wealth increafed amazingly ; the 
number of its members became great; their charafker and ac- 
complifhments were flill greater; and the Jefuits were celebrated 
by {he friends, and dreaded by the enemies of the Romifh 
faith, as the mofl able and enterprizing order ^n the church. 



Sept. 27. 



Its conftitu- The conflitution and laws of the fociety were perfefled by 

niu" mer t Layucz and Aquaviva, the two generals who fucceeded Loyola, 
uttdln^^ *' ^^^ ^^^ fuperior to their mafler in abilities, and in the fcience 

of 
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of government. They framed that fyftem of profound and Book VI. 
artful policy which diftinguifhes the order. The large infufion ^"""TTior^ 
of fanaticifm, mingled with its regulations, fhould be imputed to 
Loyola its founder. Many circumftances concurred in giving a 
peculiarity of character to the order of Jefuits, and in forming 
the members of it not only to take greater part in the aflFairs of 
the world than any other body of monks, but to acquire fupe- 
rior influence in the conduit of them. 

The primary objefl: of almoft all the monaftic orders is to Theobjcaof 
feparate men from the world, and from any concern in its affairs, gular. 
In the folitude and filence of the cloifter, the monk is called to 
work out his own falvation by extraordinary a£ks of mortifica* 
tion and piety. He is dead to the world, and ought not to 
mingle in its tranfadions. He can be of no benefit to mankind, 
but by his example and by his prayers. On the contrary, the 
Jefuits are taught to confider themfelves as formed for adlion. 
They are chofen foldiers, bound to exert themfelves continually 
in the fervice of God, and of the Pope, his vicar on earth. 
Whatever tends to inftrudt the ignorant ; whatever can be of 
ufe to reclaim or to oppofe the enemies of the Holy See, is their 
proper objedi. That they may have full leifure for this adive 
fervice, they are totally exempted from thofe fundions, the per- 
formance of which is the chief bufinefs of other monks. They 
appear in no proceflions ; they pradife no rigorous auflerities ; 
they do not confume one half of their time in the repetition of 
tedious offices ". But they are required to attend to all the tranf- 
adions of the world, on account of the influence which thefe 

^ Comptc Rendu, par M. dc Monclar, p. 13. 290. Sur la deflrufl. dc$ 
Jefuite^, par M. D'Akmbert, p. 42. 
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Book VI. may have on religion; they are direded to ftudy the difpofi- 
tions of perfons in high rank, and to cultivate their friendftiip '; 
and by the very conftitution as well as genius of the order, a, 
fpirit of aiflion and intrigue is infufed into all its members. 



Peculiarities ^^ ^^^ objed of the fociety of Jefuits differed from that of 
in the form of the Other monaftic orders, the diverfity was no lefs in the form 

Its policy, par- 

ticolariy with of its government. The other orders are to be confidered as 
power of the voluntary aflbciations, in which whatever affedis the whole 
general. body, is regulated by the common fuffrage of ^11 its members. 

The executive power is veiled in the perfons placed at the head 
of each convent, or of the whole fociety; the legiflative autho- 
rity rcfides in the community. Affairs of moment, relating to 
particular convents, are determined in conventual chapters ; fuch 
as refpeft the whole order are confidered in general congrega- 
tions. But Loyola, full of the ideas of implicit obedience, which 
he had derived from his military profeffion, appointed that the 
government of his order fhould be purely monarchical. A Ge- 
neral, chofen for life by the deputies from the feveral provinces, 
poffefTed power that was fupreme and independent, extending to 
every perfon, and to every cafe. He, by his fole authority nomi- 
nated provincials, redors, and every other oflScer employed in the 
government of the fociety, and could remove them at pleafure. 
In him was vefled the fovereign adminiftration of the revenues 
and funds of the order. Every member belonging to it was 
at his difpofal ; and by his uncontroulable mandate, he could 
impofe on them any tafk, or employ them in what fervice fbever 
he pleafed. To his commands they were required to yield not 



> Compte par M. de Monclar. p. 12. 
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duly Dirtwamd obedienbe, tttt to refi^ *&p to h/m the iiicliftalidfift Book VI. 
of liicM- crvm •wiHg, mttA the fetit4to«*s of their <ywA uhderftanA- ^"-J^^^T^ 
lags* They were to ttftcn to hife injttt^93»oA^> as if th^ h^dh^eett 
tittered by Ohdft himfislf. Under his dtreaion^ they t^fe to 
be mere paflive mftruioentft) libs clxy in the hatids of the 
pottar^ or lUce dead carcafes iseiqKible of refiifaince \ Such a 
Angular form of fKdiCy ooukl oot lail to imprefs its <:htta£her on 
all the members c^ the order, And to gite a ^dculiar €orct to 
all its operations. There is not in the annals of inaorkifid aiiy 
example of fuch a jperfed defjpotifmi exerdfed not over monks 
fhut up in the cells of a convent, but over men difperfed amoo^ 
all the nations of the earth* 

As the conftittttions of the order veft, ij& the General, fucli circumdtii. 
abfolute domimoa over istfl Its memfcefs, they ckrefully provide abichimio 
for his being perfeflly infonhed with refpeA to the charaSer tlth^ihc" 
and abilities of his fubjcas. Every novice who oiJers hlmtelf fj^^gl"** 
tts a candidate for entering into the order, is obliged to manifeft 
his confciencc to the fuperior, or to a perfon appointed by him ; 
and is^ r e q u ire d to conftfe not only his fms and defedi:», but to 
difcover the inclinations, the paflions, and the bent of his fbut. 
This manifeftation mnft be renewed eiwty fix months ". "tht 
fod^ty not fatisfied with penetrating in thh manner into the ia- 
nermoU recefles of the hearty direds each membo: to obfervs the 
words and ad^iona of the novice ; they are comftitifted ^(kt^ 
upon their condiid j and are boimif to difctofe every thing of im- 
portance codceming them to the fuperior. tn order that this 
fcrutiny into theu: charader may be aa compleat as pofliMe, a 

^ Ctmpct xenAtL au Farlcm. de Bretagne, par M. de Chalotais, p. 41, Sic. 
Compte par M. deMonctgr. 83. 185. 343. 
" Cotnptc par Stf. de Monclar. p. 121, &c. 
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Book VI. long noviciate muft expire, during which' they pafe through 
^ JTToT^ ^^ feveral gradations of ranks in the fociety, and they muft 
have attained the full age of thirty three years, before they caa 
be admitted to take the final vows,, by which they become 
profejfed members % By thefc various methods, the fuperiors^ 
under whofe immediate infpedlion the novices ape placed, ac^ 
quire a thorough knowledge of their difpofitions and tsdents. In 
order that the General, who is the foul that animates and moves 
the whole fociety, may have under his eye every thing neccflary 
to inform or dired him^ the provincids and heads of the feveral 
houfes are obliged" to tranfmit to him regular and frequent 
reports concerning the members under their infpeSion. fn 
thefe they defcend into, minute details with refpedt to the cha- 
rader of each perfon, his abilities natural or acquired, his tem- 
per, his experience in affairs, and the particular department 
for whicLhe is. beft fitted ^^ Thefe reports, when digefted and 

arranged^ 

^ Compte par M. de Mond. 2J5« 241. Sur ladefir. dei Jef. par M. D'Alemb.^ 
P- 39- 

' M. de Cbalotais has made a calculation of the. number t>f thefe reports, 
'which the general of the J.efuits.muft annually receive according to the regular 
tions of the fociety; Thefe amount in alF to 6584. If this fiim be diifided by^ 
37, the number of provinces- in the order, itappears that 177-reports concerning 
.&e ftate of each province are tranfinitted to Rome annually* . Compte,^ 51. 
Befides this, there may be extraordinary letters, or fuch as are (ent by the mo^. 
nitors or fpies which the general and provincials entertaia in each houie. 
Gompte par M. deMoncl. p. 431. Hift, des Jefuites> Amft. 1761. tom.iv»^ 
p^ 56^ The* provincials and heads of houfes not only report concerning the . 
members of the fociety, but arc bound xo give the general4ui accottnt^.-the 
civil affiurs of th^ country wherein they are fetded, in fo.far as.the knowledgi; 
•f thefe may be of benefit to religion. This condition may extend to every 

piirticiilar^. 
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arranged, are entered into regifters, kept of purpofe that the Book VI. 
General may, at one corapreheofive view, furvey the ftate of / '- 
the fociety in every corner of the earth ; obferve the qualifica« 
tions and talents of its members ; and thus chufe, with perfeft 
information, the inftruments, which his abfolute power can 
employ in any fervice for which he thinks meet to deftine 
them \ 

As it was the profeffed intention of the order of Jefuits to P^^w^ o^ 
labour with unwearied zeal in promoting the falvation of men, iDfluence of 
this engaged them, of courfe,> in many ai^ive fundions. From 
their firft inftitution, they confidered the education of youth as 
their peculiar province ; they aimed at being fpiritual guides and 
confeffors ; they preached frequently in order to inftrud the peo- 
ple ; they fet out as miffionaries to convert unbelieving nations/ 
The novelty of the inftitution, as well as the fmgularity of 
its objects procured the Order many admirers and patrons. 
The governors of the fociety had the addrefs to avail themfelves 
of every circumftance in its favour, and in a fhort time, the 
number as well as influence of its members increafed wonder- 
fully. Before the expiration of the fixteenth century, the. 
Jefuits had obtained the chief diredion of the education of youth 
in every catholic coimtry in Europe. They had become the 

particular, fo that the general is furnifhcd with full information concerning the 
tranfadiions of erery Prince and ftate in the world. Compte par M. de MoncL 
443. Hift. des Jefuit. ibid. p. 58. When the aflfairs with relped to which the 
provincials or redlors write are of importance, they are direded to ufe cyphers^ 
and each pf them has a particular cypher from the General. Compte par M* 
Chalotais, p. 54. 

^ Compte par M. de Moncl. p. 215^ 439.-*^ Compte par M.de Chalotais^ 
p, 52.222. 
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Book VL co»feiIbi^ q£ almod sJI ks xwwacchs*, a fiw^duMi q£ na fauU 

1540. imp9i;mnQ€t ia w^* x:aign« hutuackfi ar weak. ISfio^^ fugajrior 

ey^^ tQy that q£ iwoifl^n Tb^ mei^c th^ %kkjiul guidea of 

ths: U^gA 4iQSf^€t oi coQjyfioce* ^ad: mtwefV with the p^pal 
cgui^. a^ tht m^il zq^ous^ and ahk cbdm{|iQQjB;fQr. ixs authQjriQ^ 
The advantages which an adive and enterprizing body of mei^- 
might derive from all thefe circumftances are obvious. They 
fofims^ ^e mjfid» oi irtm 'm thor -ymitb^ Tboy» sc^ifteiLan 
aih^odant Qif\eictliem.io thtw a(})wif;0df )BWtra^. Thijf pirfyfodi, at: 
diffifirttntpesdoil^ tberdkefiiitt of ^m moft cKMfiilemhl#: ooiUDtA*. 
id £uix^. Tbcy mk^s^fidi ior aJi affairtSi Thoj^ took part, ia 
e^rfixT^idtir^uft aodircewditfiQ^ ThetQea^^calti \^ n^«m^of An 
esit^figye iot^JigfiaM: which ho. mc»¥«1(^ o^Jd Mgj4U«B th^ 
op(8i!^tkK>^Q£t^«'Oird« wth^a¥^9^ aiul 

hgf* flNmsA q£ bia.ahialulft9o^iyer omaiAowrji tbcm, qa vkh tbcr 
itfcBioft vigpur aod efisd '. 



Proereftofits ToGETHBR withti)6jp0W»oi?t^OFdeiS it»W«al^QOQtim^ 

to increafe. Various espedieBte were^devifo^ fbr eludings the 
oUigatioa of the vow of poverty. l^hejOidw acquired ample 
polMtons in every catholic oouotry; aod^bytke number as. 

' When Loyola in the year 1540 petitioned the Pope to authorize the inftitu- 
tton of the order, he had only ten difci^ee* But in the j^wr 1608^ Hmf eight 
years after their firft inftitution, the number of Jefuits had iHatiM^to^entbou* 
fand five hundred and eighty one. In the year 1710, the orderpoffiSflfed twcntf^^ 
four^^j^Jiioufcs ; fifty-nine boufes of probadon j three bttndied^ ami fortf 
refidencies ;• fix hundred and twehre colleges ; two hundrtd^mifltomK; one ban- 
dred and fifty feminaries and boarding fchools ; and confided of I9,998< Jditits; 
Hift. des Jefuites, torn. i. p. 20. 
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wdl at magsuioems di ks jRibiickbuiklktgs^ togedver witlr tibe BcK>x VL 
value of its property, moveable or real, it vied with the moft ^_^ ^ 
opulent of the monaftick fraternities. Befides the fourccs of 
wealth comxQoata all the regular clergy,, tlie Jefuits poflfeiTed 
one which was peculiar to themfelves* Under pretext of pro- 
moting^ the fuccefa of their nuflions» and of facilitating the 
fupport of their miflJonaries, they obtained a fpecial licence 
from the court of Rome, to trade with the nations which they 
laboured to convert. In confequence of this, they engaged in 
an extenfive and' lucrative commerce, both in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies.. Thaey opened ware-houfes in different parts of Europe, 
in which they vended their commodities. Not fatisfied with 
trade alone, they imitated the example of other commercial 
focieties, and aimed at obtaining fettlements. They acquired 
pd^ffioB. aocordiiisl^ o£ ai Ivge? aad fotile jmiviioe in. tAie 
fkidiemiOonAnenttof Ainenu^. Mid^miyiid^ at^fosmr^igM' otrer 
fmaehundndrtiiouiandifufag^^ls. 

U^ H A ppiL Y for mankind^ the vaftiniibente 'which the ordfcr PemkioM 
of Jefuits acquircd'by all theft different meansi has* been often ondvaftldt- 
exerted witH the moff pernicious cSt&fi Such: was the* tendtncy- ^* 
of thatdifeipline obfcrved by the fodety^ in- fomring its mem- 
bers, and^ fuch the ftmdamental maKims in its conftitution^ 
that every Jfefuit was taught to regard the intcreft of the onlfcr 
as the capital obje£k, to which every conflderation was to*bc 
facrificed. This fpirit of attachment to their ordfcr, the moft 
ardent, perhaps, that ever infliienced any body of men *, is 
the charaderiftic principle of the Jefuits, and ferves as a key to 

• HJft. dc« JtC. iv. 168—196, &c, 
^'CompteparMi de Mond. p. 285* 
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timents andcondud. 

* 
As it was for the honour and advantage of the fbciety, that 
: its members fliould poflefs an afcendant over perfbns in high 
rank or of great power, the defire of acquiring and prefervlng 
fuch a direiflion of their conduA, With greater facility, has led 
the Jefuits to propagate a fyftem of relaxed and pliant 
morality, which accommodates itfelf to the paflions of men, 
which juftifies their vices, which tolerates their imperfe&ions, 
which authorizes almoft every adion that the moft audacious 
or crafty politician would wifh to perpetrate. 

As the profperity of the order was intimately conneded with 
the prefervation of the papal authority, the Jefuits, influenced 
by the fame principle of attachment to the interefts of their, 
fociety, have been the moft zealous patrons of thofe dodtrines^ 
which tend to exalt ecclefiaftical power on the ruins of civil 
government. They have attributed to the court of Rome a 
jurifdidion as extenfive and abfolute as w^s claimed by the 
moft prefumptuous pontiflFs in the dark ages. They have con- 
tended for the entire independance of ecclefiafticks on the civil 
magiftrate. They have publifhed fuch tenets concerning the 
duty of oppofmg Princes who were enemies of the catholic faith, 
as countenanced the moft atrocious crimes, and tended to dif- 
folve all the ties which conned fubjeds with their rulers. 

As the order derived, both reputation and authority from 

:the zeal with which it ftood forth in Aef^n^ of the Romifli 

9 church 
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(dhurch againft the attacks of the reformers, its members^ proud Book VL 
(rf*this diftindion, have confidered it as their peculiar fundion is^^.^ 
to combat the opinions, and to check the progrefs of the Pro- 
teftants* They have made ufe of every art, and have em- 
ployed every weapon againft them. They have fet themfelves 
u oppofition to every gentle or tolerating meafure in their fa-. 
TOur. They have inceflantly ftirred up againft them all the 
rage of ecclefiaftical and civil perfecution*-' 

Monks of other denominations have, indeed, ventured to ' 
teach the iame pernicious dodrines, and have held opinions 
equally inconliftent with • the order and happinefs of civil fo- 
ciety. But. they, from, reafons which are obvious, have either 
delivered fuch opinions with greater referve, or have propa^ 
gated them with lefs fuccefs. Whoever recoUeds the events ' 
which have happened in Europe during two centuries, will 
find that the Jefuits may juftly be confidered as refponfible for 
moft of the pernicious effe&s arifing from that corrupt and 
dangerous, cafuiftrys from^ thofe extravagant tenets concerning 
ecclefiaftical power, and from thiat intolerant fpirit, which have 
been the disgrace of the church of Rome throughout that pe- 
riod, and which have brought fo many calamities upon civil ^ 
fociety\. 

But amidft many bad coniequences flowing frorti thfe in* 'somc adrtn- 
ftitution of this order, mankind, it muft b^ acknowledged, hav6 ?«^ '^^^^^ 

gm . ' . . iog froin the ' 

derived from it foine connderable. advantages. As the Jefuits iniitation of - 
made the education of youth one of their capital objefis, and ^ " ^ ^* 
as.their firft attempts to. e^blifh colleges for the reaction of 

« • Encyclopedic, Art, Je/mtisf torn. viii. 513... 

ftiidenta 
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Book VI. A^^i^t^s w,ei^ viokoidf ^ppoTed |>f tbe ^m^rfities kk different 
' "is^r wjw^e, it li^c^itte i^^c^itfy Cor *^ei», us 4;he maft veffeCfcugl 

Particularly in /cieflLGC Md VjAifey. Thh frQili|>tcd4tem<0 tfultiytte ^kh 
CO literature, ^^g^ AidcMMT Acflwlf of .Mcli^nC itt«raiijBie. Ttm }>*i tbcad 

and by iht infJRpmmfiatt wiitch liheijr jnade m ttt fhey hare 
contributed not a littte tomardithe pingrelli'df^Q^ 
and have on this account merited well of fociety. Nor has the 
ordiT of Jefuits heen iacceMol onlj in tetcfatng the lokments 
of Hteratui^y It has pioduMdli3ttwife emkcstt mafler^in tBuaty 
branchies of iett»€$« and ctn ilone booft of a |;nater number 
ei iiigeaious jDttlu)^^ than all the other xelipouB fiatenutios 
•ta^DBQ t£)90ther '« 



^ M. d*A1embert has obferved that though the Jefuits have made extraordl- 
'iiary progpe(s in ern^itmi ^ every -Tpeeies ; though they can ceckon up msny of 
iilHir kebhrnawte bate botn^aan^ait AMCheoiaiioiaiu, am^uafians, andotfl^ 

Im 4pqwer ijoylupql tvie ^^oot wb9<f Jw4^ia^ f^ auichjealigjl^tened: with (bund 
knowledgjsj^ as to merit the naqi^ipf a j^hilp^her. Syt it ft^^^ to ^ tbe ua- 
^vpidable tSeSt of moiviftick educatipn to contni/S and ie^er ihe bumtn jnind* 
The partial attachment of a monk to the intereft of his order, which is of^ea 
incompatible with that of other citii^ns ; the habit of implicit obedience to t&e 
will of a fuperior, together with the frequent return of the wearifome and frivo- 
J^ ^^es^the d^iAfft'delKUii ^ tj^OiAifs^ ^dm^t^ulth iM geaffofity 
pjF fejptiq»CQ.t ^ Xpiol^ vbiilh qioliftrs fowx fox tbiokii^ or (otih^ juflly with 
re(pcS; to w}iat is proper in life s^nd copdu^.. Father PauJ of Veojce is> per- 
haps, tbe only perfon educated inacloifter, that ever was altogether fuperlor to 
ks prcjudioQ^y or- who viewed (heiranfaAions of men, and reafened co nce rn ing 
the intere^a of (bciety, wkk the aalaifai fiMlinlaau of a philofiipher, wdth ibe 
difcernment of a man converfimt in a^irs, and .iprith .the U^crality of a gentle- 
ttiaa. 

But 
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But it is in the new world that the Jefuits have exhibited the Book VL 
moft wonderful difplay of their abilities, and have contributed '^ T^'J^T^ 
inoft efFeiftually to the benefit of the human fpccies. The con- Mor^ d;>cci* 
querors of that unfortunate quarter of the globe had nothing f^^iiiement of 
in view, but to plunder, to enflave, and to exterminate its in- ^^^J^l'^J,^'^ ** 
habitants. The Jefuits alone have made humanity the objc£l of 
their fettling there. About the beginning of the laft century they 
obtained admiflBon into the fertile province of Paraguay, which 
ftretches acrofs the fouthem continent of America, from the 
bottom of the mountains of Potofi, to the confines of the 
Spanilh and Portuguefe fettlements on the banks of the river 
de la Plata. They found the inhabitants in a ftate, little dif- 
ferent from that which takes place among men when they firft 
begin to unite together ; ftrangers to the arts ; fubfifting pre- 
carioufly by hunting or fifhing ; and fcarce acquainted with the 
firft principles of fubordination and government. The Jefuits 
fet themfelves to inftrudl and to civilize thefe favages. They 
taught them to cultivate the ground, to rear tame animals, and 
to build houfes. They brought them to live together in vil- 
lages. They trained them to arts and manufaftures. They 
made them tafte the fweets of fociety ; and accuftomed them to 
the bleffings of fecurity and order. Thefe people became the 
fubjeds of their benefadors ; who have governed them with a 
tender attention, refembling that, with which a father direds 
his children. Refpeded and beloved almoft to adoration, a few 
Jefuits prefided over fome hundred thoufand Indians. They 
maintained a perfed equality among all the members of the 
community. Each of them was obliged to labour not for himfelf 
alone, but for the publick. The produce of their fields, together 
with the fruits of their induftry of every fpecies, were depofited 
in common ftorehoufes, from which each individual received 
Vol. II. N n n every 
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Book VI. every thing neceflary for the fupply of his wants. By this in-* 
1540. ftitution, almoft all the paffions which diflurb the peace of 
fociety, and render the members of it unhappy, were extin- 
guifhed, A few magiftrates, chofen by the Indians themfelves, 
watched over the publick tranquillity, and fecured obedience 
to the laws. The fanguinary punifhments frequent under 
other governments were unknown. An admonition from a 
Jefuit ; a flight mark of infamy ; or, on fome fingular occafion, 
a few lafhes with a whip, were fufficient to maintain good ordcf 
among thefe innocent and happy people ^. 

Even here the. BuT even in this meritorious eflFort of the Tefuits for 

ambitiOD and ^ ^ , , •' ^ 

policy of the the good of mankind, the genius and fpirit of their order 
icfDiblc. have mingled and are difccrnible. They plainly aimed at efta- 
blifhing in Paraguay an independant empire, fubjedt to the 
fociety alone, and which, by the fuperior excellence of its con- 
ftitution and police, could fcarce have failed to extend its domi- 
nion over all the fouthern continent of America. With this 
view, in order to prevent the Spaniards or Portuguefe in the 
adjacent fettlements, from acquiring any influence over the 
people whom they governed that might be dangerous, thejefuits 
endeavoured to infpire the Indians with hatred and contempt of 
thefe nations. They cut oflF all intercourfe between their fub- 
jeds and the Spanifh or Portuguefe fettlements. They pro- 
hibited any private trader of either nation from entering their 
territories. When they were obliged to admit any perfon in 
a publick charader from the neighbouring governments, they 
did not permit him to have any converfation with their fubjedls, 

f Hift. du Paraguay par Pere dc Charlevoix, torn. ii. 42, &c. Voyage au 
Pcrou par Don G. Juan & D. Ant. de UUoa, torn, i. 540, &c. Par. 410. 1752. 

and 
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and no Indian was allowed even to enter the honfe where thefe BookVT. 
ftrangers refided, unlefs in the prefence of a Jefuit. In order '~ ,-'~ ' 
to render any communication between them as difficult as pof- 
fible, they induftrioufly avoided giving the Indians any know- 
ledge of the Spanilh, or of aqy other European language ; but 
encouraged the different tribes, which they had civilized, to 
acquire a certain dialed of the Indian tongue, and laboured to 
make that the univerfal language throughout their dominions. 
As all thefe precautions, without military force, would have been 
infufficient to have rendered their empire fecure and permanent, 
they infh-uded their fubjefls in the European arts of war. They 
formed them into bodies of cavalry and infantry, completely 
armed and regularly difciplined. They provided a great train 
of artillery, as well as magazines ftored with all the implements 
of war. Thus they eftablifhed an army fo numerous and well- 
appointed, as to be formidable in a country, where a few fickly 
and ill-difciplined battalions compofed all the military force 
kept on foot by the Spaniards or Portuguefe *. 

The Jefuits gained no confiderable degree of power during Reafon for 
the reign of Charles V. who, with his ufual fagacity, difcemed l^vlcw of the 
the dangerous tendency of the inflitution, and checked its pro- ^^d^ro^rcfs 
grefs *. But as the order was founded in the period of which I of the order, 
write the hiftory, and as the age to which I addrefs this work 
hath feen its fall, the view which I have exhibited of the laws 
and genius of this formidable body will not, I hope, be unaccep- 
table to my readers; efpecially as one circumflance has enabled 
me to enter into this detail with particular advantage. Europe 

* Voyage de Juan & de Ulloa, torn. i. 549. Recueil des toutes les Pieces qui 
ont parufur les Affaires des Jcfuites en Portugal, torn. i. p. 7, &c. 

• Compte par M. de Moncl. p. 312. 

N n a 2 had 
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Book VI. bad obferved for two centuries, tbe ambition and power of the 
LC40, order. But while it felt many fatal effeds of thefe, it could 
not fully difcern the caufes to which they were to be imputed^ 
It was unacquainted with many of the fmgular regulations in the 
political conftitution or government of the Jefuits, which form-^ 
ed that fpirit of intrigue and enterprize which diftinguifhed its 
members, and elevated the body itfelf to fuch a height of power. 
It was a favourite maxim with the Jcfuits, from their firfl: infti- 
tution, not to publilh the rules of their order. Thefe they kept 
concealed as an impenetrable myftery. They never communi- 
cated them to ftrangers ; nor even, to the greater part of their 
own members. They refufed to produce them when required by 
courts of juftice **;. and by a ftrange folecifai in policy, the civil 
power in different countries authorized or connived at the efta- 
blifliment of an order of men, whofe conftitution and laws were 
concealed with a foUicitude, which alone was a good reafon for 
having excluded, them. During the profecutions lately carried; 
on againft them in Portugal and France, the Jefuits have beea. 
fo inconfiderate as to produce the myfterious volumes of their 
inftitute. By the aid of thefe authentick records, the prin- 
ciples of their government may be delineated, and the fources 
of their power inveftigated with a degree of certainty and pre- 
cifion, which, previous to that event, it was impoffibleto attain*- 

» Hift. des Jef. torn. ili. 236, &c. Compte par M. de Chalot. p, 38r 

« The greater part of my information concerning the government and laws of 

the order of Jcfuits, I have derived from the reports of M. de Chalotais and M, 

de Monclar. I reft not, however, upon the a.uthority^ even of thefe refpeflabld 

inagiftrates, and elegant writers, but upon innumerable paflages which thsy have 

cxtraf^eJ from the conftitutions of the order, depofited in their hands. Hofpinian, 

■y^ aProteftant divine of Zurich, in his Hijlorla Jefuitica^ printed A. D. 1619, pub- 

^^ liflieJ a f r.all p;irt of the conftitutions of the Jcfuits, of which by fomc accident 

ke had got a copy j p. 13—54. 

But 
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But as I have pointed out the dangerous tendency of the conftitu- BooKVIi 
tion and fpirit of the order with the freedom becoming an hifto- 
rian, the candour and impartiality no lefs requifite in that cha-- 
radercall on me to add one obferva tion, That no clafe of regular 
clergy in the RomUh church has been more eminent for decency, 
and even purity of manners, than the major part of the order of 
Jefuits\ The maxims of an intriguing, ambitious, interefted 
policy, might influence thofe who governed the fociety, and 
might even corrupt the heart, and pervert the condudt of fome 
individuals, while the greater number, engaged in literary pur- 
fuits, or employed in the fundlions of religion, was left to the 
guidance of thofe common principles which reftrain men from 
vice, and excite them to what is becoming and laudable. The 
caufes which occafioned the ruin of this mighty body, as well as 
the circumftances and efFeds with which it has been attended in 
the different countries of Europe, though obje(J!ls extremely 
worthy the attention of every intelligent obferver of human 
affairs, do not fall within the period of this hiftbry. 

No fooner had Charles re-eftablifhed order in the Low- Afiairsof: 

Gcrm&oyw 

Coimtries, than he was obliged to turn his attention to the 
affairs of Germany. The proteftants preffed him earneflly to 
appoint that conference between a feledt number of the divines 
of each party, which had been ftipulated in the convention at 
Frankfort. The Pope, confidering fuch an attempt to examine 
or decide the points in difpute as derogatory to his right of 
being the fupreme judge in controverfy, and'perfuaded'that it 
would either be ineffediual by determining nothing, or prove- 
dangerous by determining too much, employed every art ta^ 

*Surladcftru£V. dcs Jes. par M. D'Alcmbcrt, p. 55. 

prevent: 
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Book VI. prevent the meeting. The Emperor, however, finding it more 
for his intcreft to footh the Germans, than to gratify Paul, paid 
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A conference little regard to his remonftrances. In a diet held at Haguenaw, 
matters were ripened for the conference. In another diet affem- 
bled at Worms, the conference was begun, Melandlhon on the 
. one fide and Eckius on the other, fuftaining the principal part in 
the difpute ; but after they had made fome progrefs, tho' without 
. concluding any thing, it was fufpended by the Emperor's com- 
mand, that it might be renewed with greater folemnity in hisowa 
prefence in a diet fummoned to meet at Ratifbon. This aflem- 
bly was opened with great pomp, and with a general expedation 
that its proceedings would be vigorous and decifive. By the 
confent of both parties, the Emperor was entrufted with the 
power of nominating the perfons who fhould manage the con- 
ference, which it was agreed fhould be conduced not in the 
form of a publick difputation, but as a friendly fcru tiny or ex- 
amination into the articles which had given rife to the prefent 
controverfies. He appointed Eckius, Gropper and Pflug, on 
the part of the Catholicks, and Melandhon, Bucer and Piftorius, 
on that of the Proteftants, all men of diftinguifhed reputation 
among their own adherents, and, except Eckius, all eminent for 
their moderation, as well as defirous of peace. As they were about 
to begin their confultations, the Emperor put into their hands a 
book, compofed, as he faid,by a learned divine in the Low-Coun- 
tries, with fuch extraordinary perfpicuity and temper, as might go 
far, in his opinion, to unite and comprehend the two contending 
parties. Gropper, a canon of Cologne, whom he had named 
among the managers of the conference, a man of addrefs as well 
as of erudition, was afterwards fufpeded to be the author of this 
Ihort treatife. It contained pofitions with regard to twenty-two 
,of the chief articles in theology, which included moft of the 
i queftions 
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queftions then agitated in the controverfy between the Luthe- BookVI. 



1541. 



rans and the church of Rome. By ranging his fentiments in a 
natural order, and expreffing them with great fimplicity; by 
employing often the very words of fcripture, or of the primitive 
fathers ; by foftening the rigour of fome opinions, and explain- 
ing away what was abfurd in others ; by conceffions, now on 
one fide, and now on the other; and efpecially by banifhing as 
much as poffible fcholaftic phrafes, thofe words and terms of art 
in controverfy, which ferve as badges of diftindlion to the diffe- 
rent feds, and for which theologians often contend more 
fiercely than for opinions themfelves ; he framed his work in 
fuch a manner, as promifed fairer than any thing that had 
hitherto been attempted, to compofe and to terminate religious 
diffenfions *. 



But the attention of the age was turned, with fuch acute Fruitlc&. 
obfervation, towards theological controverfies, that it was not 
eafy to impofe on it by any glofs how artful or fpecious foever. 
The length and eagernefs of the difpute had feparated the con- 
tending parties fo compleatly, and had fet their minds at fuch 
variance, that they were not to be reconciled by partial concef- 
fions. All the zealous Catholics, particularly the ecclefiaftics who 
had a feat in the diet, joined in condemning Cropper's treatife as 
too favourable to the Lutheran opinions, thepoifon of which he- 
refy it conveyed, as they pretended, with greater danger, becaufe 
it was in fome degree difguifed. The rigid Proteftants, efpecially 
Luther hiinfelf, and his patron the Eledor of Saxony, were for 
rejeding it as an impious compound of error and truth, craftily 
prepared that it might impofe on the weak, the timid and the 

• Goldaft. Conftit. Imper. ii. p. 182. 

unthinking. 
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-IBookVI. unthinking. But the divines, to whom the examination of k 
.,^^,^ ivas committed, entered upon that bufmefs with greater delibera- 
tion and temper. As it was more eafy in itfelf, as well as more 
confiftent with the dignity of the church to make conceffions, 
and even alterations with regard to fpeculative opinions5 the 
difcuffion whereof is confined chiefly to fchools, and which pre- 
fent nothing to the people that either flrikes their imagination 
or afFeds their fenfes, they came to an accommodation about 
thefe without much labour, and even defined the great article 
concerning juftification to their mutual fatisfadtion. But, when 
they proceeded to points of jurifdi^on, where the intereft and 
authority of the Roman See were concerned, or to the rites and 
forms of external worfhip, where every change that could be 
made muft be public, and draw the obfervation of the people, 
there the Catholics were altogether untradable ; nor could the 
<;hurch either with fafety or with honour abolifli its ancient in- 
ftitutions. All the articles relative to the power of the Pope, the 
authority of councils, the adminiftration of the facraments, the 
worfhip of faints, and many other particulars did not, in their 
nature, admit of any temperament ; fo that after labouring 
long to bring about an accommodation with refped to thefe, the 
Emperor found all his endeavours ineffeduaL Being impatient, 
however, to clofe the diet, he at laft prevailed on a majority 
of the members to approve of the following recefs ; " That 
th^e articles concerning which the divines had agreed in the con- 
ference, (hould be held as points decided, and be obferved invio- 
lably by all ; that the other articles about which they had differed, 
fhould be referred to the determination of a general council, or 
if that could not be obtained, to a national fynod of Germany ; 
and if it fhould prove impradlicable, likewife, to afTemble a fynod, 
-that a general diet of the Empire fhould be called vdthin eigh- 
^ teen 
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teen months, in order to give fome final judgment upon the Book Vli 
\^hole controverfy ; that the Emperor ftiould ufe all his intereft 
and authority with t|ie Pope, to procure the meeting either of a 
general council or fynod; that, in the mean time, no innovations 
fliould be attempted, no endeavours (hould be employed to gairl 
profelytes ; and neithei: the revenues of the church, nor the rights 
of the monafteries, fhould be invaded \ 

All the proceedtnes of this diet, as well as the recefs in Gi^« offence 
which they tdrmmated,gavegreat offence to the Pope. The ix)wer «nd Prote* 
which the Germans had alTumed of appointing their own divines *"*" 
to examine and determine matters of controverfy, he confidered 
as a very dangerous invafion on his rights ; the renewing of theit 
ancient propoial concerning a national fynod, which had been fo 
often rejeded by him and his predecefTorB, appeared extremely 
undutiful ; but the bare mention of allowing a diet, compofed 
chiefly of laymen, to pafs judgment with refpefl: to articles of 
faith, was deemed no kfs criminal and profane, than the worft of 
thofe herefies which they feemed zealous to fupprefs. On the 
other hand, the Proteftants were no lefs diffatisfkd with a recefs, 
which confiderably abridged the liberty which they enjoyed at 
that time. As they murmured loudly againft it, Charles, unwil- charics 
line to leave any feeds of difcontent in the Empire, granted courts the 
them a private declaration, m the molt ample terms, exemptmg 
them from whatever they thought oppreflTive or injurious in the 
recefs, and afcertaining to them the full poffeffion of all the 
privileges which they had ever enjoyed ^ 

f Sleidan, 267, &c. Pallav. I. iv. c. ii. p« 136. F. Paul, p» 86. Seckend. 
I. iii. 256. 

s Sleid. 283. Seckend. 366* Dumont Corps Diplom. iv. p. ii. p. 210. 
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Boo K VI. Ext R A o RBI N AR Y as thefe conceffions may appear, the fitua** 
tion of his aflPairs at this junchire made it neceflary for the Em- 
peror to grant them. He forefaw a rupture with France to be 
unavoidable, as well as neaf at hand, and durft not give any fuch 
caufe of difguft or fear to the Proteftants, as might force them, 
in felf-defence, to court the protection of the French King, from 
whom, at prefent, they were much alienated. The rapid pro- 
grefs of the Turks in Hungary, was a more powerful and pre- 
fent caufe of the moderation which Charles difcovered. A great 
revolution had happened in that kingdom ; John Zapol Scsepus hav- 
ing chofen,as has been related, rather to pofTefe a tributary king- 
dom, than to renounce the royal dignity to which he had been 
accuftomed, had, by the afEftance of his mighty protestor Soly- 
man, wrefted from Ferdinand a great part of the country, and 
left him only the precarious poffeffion of the ireft.. But being 
a Prince of pacific qualities, the frequent attempts of Ferdinand, 
or of his partizans among the Hungarians, to recover what they 
had loft, gave him great pain ; and the neceffity,, on thefe occa- 
lions, of calling in the Turks, whom he confidered and felt to 
be his mafters rather than auxiliaries, was fcarce lefs mortify ing. 
In order, therefore, to avoid thefe diftreffes, and to fecure quiet 
and leilure to enjoy the arts and amufements in which he de?- 
lighted, he fecretly came to aia agreement with his competitor, 
on this condition ; That Ferdinand (hould acknowledge him as 
King of Hungary, and leave him, during life, the unmolefted 
pcireiCoa of that part of the kingdom now in his power; but 
that, upon his demife, the fole right to the whole fliould devolve 
upon Ferdinand \ As John had never been married, and was. 
then far advanced in life, the terms of thecontraft feemed very^ 
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favourable to Ferdinand. But,foon after, fome of the Hunga- BookVI. 
fian nobles, folHcitous to prevent a foreigner from afcending "^ TcTT"^ 
their throne, prevailed on John to put an end to a long celi- 
bacy, by marrying Ifabella, the daughter of Sigifmond, King of 
Poland. John had the fatisfadion, before his death, which hap- Death of the 
pened within lefs than a year thereafter, to fee a fon born to in- ^wgrn. 
herit his kingdom. To him, without regarding his treaty with 
Ferdinand, which he confidered, no doubt, as void, upon. an event 
not forefeen when^ it was concluded, he bequeathed his crown ; 
appointing the Queen and George Martinuzzi, bifhop of Wara- 
din, guardians of his fon, and regents of the kingdom. The greater 
part of the Hungarians immediately acknowledged the young 
King, to whom, in memory of the founder of their monarchy, 
they gave the name of Stephen*. 

Ferdinand, though extremely difconcerted by this un- FcrdinaniTji 
expected event, refolved not to abandon the kingdom which he uin thc^ 
had acquired by his compad with John. He fent ambafladors ^'^^^■' 
to the Queen to claim pofleflion, and to offer the province of 
Tranfylvaniaias a fettlement for her fon, preparing at the fame 
time to aflert his right by force of arms. But John had com- 
mitted the care of his fon to petfons, who had too much fpirit to 
give up the crown tamely, and who poflefled abilities fufficient 
to defend it. The Queen, to all the addrefs peculiar to her own 
fex, added a mafculine courage, ambition, and magnanimity. 
Martinuzzi, who had raifed himfelf from the loweft rank in life Charaacrari 

power of - 

to his prefent dignity, was one of thofe extraordinary men, who Martinazzi. 
by the extent as well as variety of their talents, are fitted toa^Jt 
a Superior part in buftling and fadious times. In difcharging the 

* Jovii Hift. lib. 39, p. 239, a. &c. 
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Book VI. fundions of his ecdefiaftical office, he put on the femblance of 

^ r^..^ ^^ humble and aufterc fandtity. He difcovered, in civil tran- 

fadions, induftry, dexterity and boldnefs. During war he laid 
afide the caflbck, and appeared on horfeback with his fcymeter 
and buckler, as adive, as oftentatious, and a« gallant as any of 
his countrymen. Amidft all thefe different and contradidory 
forms which he could affume, an infatiable defire of dominiorv 
and authority was confpicuous. From fuch perfons it was ob- 
vious what anfwer Ferdinand had toexpedk. He foon perceived 
that he muft depend on arms alone for recovering Hungary^ 
Having levied for this purpofe a confiderable body of Germans^ 
whom his partizans among the Hungarians joined with their 
\raffal8, he ordered them to march into that part of the kingdom 
which adhered to Stephen* Martinuzzi, unable to make head 
againft fach a powerful army in the field, fatisfied himfelf with 
holding out the towns, all of which^ efpecially Buda> the place 
ef greateft confequeace, he provided with every thing neceffary 
Calls in the for defence ; and in the mean time he fent ambaffadors to Soly^ 
*^ ^' man, befeeching him to extend towards the fon, the fanobe Imperial 

protection which had fo long maintained the father on his. 
throne. The Sultan, though Ferdinand ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to thwart this negociation, and even offered to accept of 
the Hungarian crown on the fame ignominious condition of pay- 
ing tribute to the Ottoman Portc> by which John had held it^ 
few fuch profpeda of advantage from efpoufing the intereft of 
the young King, that he inftantly promifed him his prote<aion; 
and commanding one army to advance towards Htmgary, he 
himfelf followed with another. Meanwhile the Germans,^ 
hoping to terminate the war by the reduftion of acity in which 
the King and his mother were fliut up, had formed the (iege of 

Buda. 
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Buda. Martinuzzi, having drawn thither the ftrength of the BookVL 

Hungarian nobility, defended the town with fuch courage and ^^ ''"*~' 

(kill, as allowed the Turkifh forces time to come up to its relief. 
They inftantly attacked the Germans, weakened by fatigue, 
difeafes and defertion, and defeated them with great flaughter *". 

SoLYMAN foon after joined his vidorious troops, and being So!ymt»'s 
weary of fo many expenfive expeditions undertaken in defence of ^^u^^*** 
dominions which were not his own, or being unable to refift this 
alluring opportunity of feizing a kingdom, while poflefled by 
an infant, under the guardlanfhip of a woman and a prieft, he 
allowed interefted confiderations to triumph with too much 
facility over the principles of honour and the fentiments of hu- 
manity. What he planned ungeneroufly, he executed by fraud. 
Having prevailed on the Queen to fend her fon, whom he 
pretended to be delirous of feeing, into his camp, and having 
at the fame time invited the chief of the nobility to an enter- 
tainment there, while they, fufpeding no treachery, gave them- 
felves up to the mirth and jollity of the feaft, a feled band of 
troops by the Sultanas orders feized one of the gates of Buda*. 
Being thus mafter of the capital, of the King's perfon and of 
the leading men among the nobles, he ordered the Queen together 
with her fon to be condu^d to Tranfilvania, which province he 
allotted to them, and appointing a Bafha to refide in Buda with 
a large body of foldiers, annexed Hungary to the Ottoman Em- 
pire. The tears and complaints of the unhappy Queen had no ' 
influence to change his purpofe, nor could Martinuzzi either refift 
his abfolute and uncontroulable command, or prevail osi himr to 
recal it *. 

^Ifiuanhaffi. hift. Hung. lib. 14. p. 150. 

^ Ifliunha ffi . lib. 14. p. 56^ Jovii hiflor. lib. 39. p. 2476, &c. 
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Book VI. Before the account of this violent ufurpation reached Fet- 
^TTTI dinand, he was fo unlucky as to have difpatched new ambafla- 
Ferdioand's dors to Solyman with a frefli reprefentation of his right to the 
Soiy man, crown of Hungary, as well as a renewal of his former overture to 
hold the kingdom, of the Ottoman Porte, and to pay for it an 
annual tribute. This ill-timed propofal was rejeGed with fcorn. 
The Sultan elated with fuccefs, and thinking that he might 
prelcribe what terms he jpleafed to a Prince who voluntarily 
profered conditions fo unbecoming his own dignity, declared 
that he would not fufpend the operations of war, unlefs Ferdi- 
nand inftantly evacuated all the towns which he ftill held in Hun- 
gary, and confented to the impofition ofa tribute upon Auftria, in 
order to reimburfe the fums, which his prefumptuous invafion 
of Hungary had obliged the Ottoman Porte to expend in de- 
fence of that kingdom "• 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Hungary. As the unfor- 
tunate events there had either happened before the diffolu* 
tion of the diet at Ratifbon, or were dreaded at that time, 
Charles faw the danger of irritating and inflaming the minds of the 
Germans, while fuch a formidable enemy was ready to break into 
the Empire ; and perceived that he could not expefl any vigo- 
rous affiftance either towards the recovery of Hungary or the 
defence of the Auftrian frontier unlefs he courted and fatisfied 
the Protdlants^ By the conceflions which have been mentioned, 
he gained this point, and fuch liberal fupplies both of men and 
money were voted for carrying on the war againft the Turks^ 

" Ifluanhaffii hift. Hung. 1. 14. p. I58t 
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as left him under little anxiety about the fecurity of Germany Book VL 
during next campaign "• ^^ lu^^ 

Immediately up:)n the conclufion of the diet, theEmpe- Emperor 
ror fet out for Italy. As he pafled through Lucca he had a fliort ^'^ ^* 
interview with the Pope, but nothing could be concluded con^ 
cerning the proper method of compofing the religious difputes 
in Germany, between two Princes whofe views and intereft 
with regard to that matter were at this junfture fo oppofite. 
The Pope's endeavours to remove the caufes of difcord between 
Charles and Francis, and to extinguifh thofe mutual animofities 
which threatened to break out fuddenly into open hoftility, 
were not more fuccefsful. 



The Emperor *s thoughts were bent Co entirely, at that time, ^« cxpcdl- 

on the great enterprize which he had concerted againft Algiers, Aigiew, and 

that he liftened with little attention to the Pope's fchemes or "'^"^^•^'^ 
overtures, and haftened to join his army and fleet *. 



Algiers ffill continued in that flate of dependance on the 
Turkifh empire to which Barbarofla had fubjefted it. Ever fince 
he, as captain Bafha, commanded the Ottoman fleet, Algiers 
had been governed by Hafcen-Aga, a renegado eunuch, who by 
paffing through every ftation in the Corfairs fervice, had ac- 
quired great experience in war, and was well fitted for a ftation 
which required a man of tried and daring courage. Hafcen, 
in order to fliew how well he deferved that dignity, carried on 

^ Sleid» 283* ; Sandov. biftor. torn. u. 298. 
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Book VI. his jiiratical depredations againft the Chriftian States with 
"^ ,^.7.^ amazing aftivity, and out-did, if poffible, Barbarofla himfelf • 
in boldnefs and cruelty. The commerce of the Mediterranean ' 
was greatly interrupted by his cruifers, and fuch frequent 
alarms given to the coafts of Spain, that there was a neceffity 
of ereding watch-towers at proper diftances, and of keeping 
guards conftantly on foot, in order to defcry the approach of his 
ftjuadrons, and to protefl: the inhabitants from their defcents ^ 
Of this the Emperor's fubje£ls had long complained^ rcprefent- 
ing it as an enterprize correfponding to his power, and becom- 
ing his humanity, to reduce Algiers, which fmcc the conqueft 
of Tunis, was the common receptacle of all the free hooters.; 
and to exterminate that lawlefs race, the implacable enemies of 
the Chriftian name. Moved partly by their intreaties, and 
partly allured by the hope of adding to the glory which he had ac- 
quired by his laft expedition into Africa, Charles before he left 
Madrid in his way to the Low-Countries had iffued orders both 
in Spain and Italy to prepare a fleet and army for this purpofe. 
No change in circumftances, (ince that time, could divert 
him from this refolution, or prevail on him to turn his arms 
towards Hungary; though the fuccefe of the Turks in that 
country feemed more immediately to require his prcfcnce there; 
though many of his moft faithful adherents in Germany urged 
that the defence of the Empire ought to be his firft and peculiar 
care ; though fuch as bore him no good will ridiculed his pre* 
pofierous conduct in flying from an enemy almoft at hand, that 
he might go in queft of a remote and more ignoble foe. But to 
attack the Sultan in Hungary, how fplendid focver that mea* 
fure might appear, was an undertaking which exceeded his 

' Jovii hift. I. 40. p. 266. 
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povKTj and was not confiftcnt with his intereft. To draw Book VI. 
troops out of Spain or^ Italy, to march them into a country fo ^^"TcuT^ 
diftaiil as Hungary, to provide the vaft apparatus neceflary for 
"^^^ttahfporting thither the artillery, ammunition and baggage of 
a regular army, and to pufh the war in that quarter, where it 
could fcarce be brought to any iflue during feveral compaigns, 
were undertakings fo expenfive and unweildy as did not cor- 
refpond with the low ccHidition of the Emperor's treafury. 
While his principal force was thus employed, his dominions in 
Italy and the Low-Countries muft have lain open to the French 
King, who would not have allowed fuch a favourable opportu- 
nity of attacking them to go unimproved. Whereas the 
African expedition, the preparations for which were already 
finifhed and almoft the whole expence of it defrayed, would de- 
pend upon a fingle effort, and befides the fecurity and fatif- 
fadtion which the fuccefe of it muft give his fubjefts,' would 
detain him during fo fhort a fpace, that Francis could fcarce 
take advantage of his abfence, to invade his dominions in 
Europe. 

On all thefe accounts, Charles adhered to his firft plan, and His prcpara^ 
with fuch determined obftinacy, that he paid no regard to the ^^** 
Pope who advifed, or to Andrew Doria who conjured him not 
to expofe his whole armament to almoft unavoidable deftruc- 
tion, by venturing at fuch an advanced feafon of the year, and 
while the autumnal winds were fo violent, to approach the 
dangerous coaft of Algiers. Having embarked on board Doria*s 
gallies at Porto-Venere in the Genoefe territories, he foon 
found that this experienced failor had not judged wrong con- 
cerning the elen^nt with which he was fo well acquainted ; for 

Vol. II. P P P ftich 
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Book VI. fuch a ftormarofe that it was with the utmoft difficulty and 
15411.^ danger he reached Sardinia, the place of general rendezvous. 
But as his courage was undaunted, and his temper often inflead*- 
ble, neither the remonftrances of the Pope and Doria, nor the-t-- 
danger to which he had already been expofed by difregarding 
them, had any other effcGt than to confirm him in his fatal re- 
folution. The force, indeed, which he had colleded was fuch^ 
as might have infpired a Prince lefs adventrous, and lefs con- 
fident in his own fchemes, with the mofl fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs. It confifled of twenty thoufand foot, and two thou- 
fand horfe, Spaniards^ Italians and Germans, mofUy veterans, 
together with three thoufand volunteers, the flower of the 
Spanifh and Italian nobility, fond of paying court to the Em- 
peror by attending him in this favourite expedition, and eager 
to fhare in the glory which they believed he was going to reap ; 
to thefe were added a thoufand foldiers fent from Malta by the 
order of St, John, led by an hundred of its moft gallant 
Knights, 

Landt ia The voyage, from Majorca to the African coaft, was not 

lefs tedious, or full of hazard, than that which he had jufl 
finifhed. When he approached the land, the roll of the 
fea, and vehemence of the winds, would not permit the troops 
to difembark. But at lafl, the Emperor feizing a favourable 
opportunity, landed them without oppofition, not far from 
Algiers, and immediately advanced towards the town. To 
oppofe this mighty army, Hafcen had only eight hundred 
Turks, and five thoufand Moors, partly natives of Africa, and 
partly refugees from Granada. He returned, however, a fierce 
And haughty anfwer when fummened to furrender. But with 

« fuch 
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fuch a handful of foldiers, neither his defperate courage, nor Book VI. 
coaiiimmate (kill in war could have long refifted forces fupe- , -' ,^ ^ 
tior'ro thofe which had defeated Barbaroffa at the head of fixty 
'' ^•HB&oufaB4 men, and had reduced Tunis, in fpite of all his en- 
deavours to fave it. 

But how far foever the Emperor might think himfelf be- ^^ i\Mm 
yond the reach of any danger from the enemy, he was fuddenly ^Wch befell 
expofed to a more dreadful calamity, and one againft which 
human prudence, and human efforts availed nothing. On the 
^fecond day after his landing, and before he had time for any 
thing but to difperfe fome light armed Arabs who molefted his 
troops on their march, the clouds began to gather, and the 
heavens to appear with a fierce and threatening afped. To- 
wards evening rain began to fall accompanied with violent wind, 
and the rage of the temped increafing during the night, the 
foldiers who had brought nothing afhore but their arms, re- 
mained expofed to all its fury without tents, or fhelter, or cover 
of any kind. The ground was foon fo wet that they could not lie 
down on it ; their camp being in a low fituation was overflowed 
with water, and they funk at every ftep to the ankles in mud ; 
while the wind blew with fuch impetuofity, that to prevent 
their falling they were obliged to thruft their fpears into the 
ground, and to fupport themfelves by taking hold of them. 
Hafcen was too vigilant an officer to allow an enemy in fuch 
diftrefs to remain unmoleftcd. About the dawn of morning, 
he fallied out with foldiers, who having been fcreened from the 
ftorm under their own roofs, were frefh and vigorous. A body 
of Italians who were ftatipned neareft the city, difpirited and 
benumbed with cold, fled at the approach of the Turks. The 
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BookVI* troops at the poft behind them, difcoTcred greater couragCii 
^ 1547; ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ extinguiflied their matches and wet tfieir 
powder, their mufkets were ufelefs, and having fcarce ftrerifrth 
to handle their other arms, they were foon thrown idto con* ^ 
fufion. Almoft the whole army, with the Emperor him-*^ 
felf in perfon, was obliged to advance before the enemy could 
be repulfed, who, after fpreading fuch general conftemation^ 
and killing a confiderable number of men, retired at laft in good 
order. 

And fleet. BuT all feeling or remembrance of this lofs and danger were- 

quickly obliterated by a more dreadful as well as aflPefting fp'ec— 
tacle. It was now broad day ; the hurricane had abated no- 
thing of its violence, and the fea appeared agitated with all the 
rage of which that deftrudHve element is capable; aH the fhips,onL 
which alone the whole army knew that their fafety and fub- 
fiftence depended, were feen driven from their anchors, fome 
dafliing againft each other, fome beat to pieces on the rocks„ 
many forced afhore, and not a few finking in the waves. lit 
lefs than an hour, fifteen fhips of war, and an hundred and 
forty tranfports with eight thoufand men perifhed ; and fuch of 
the unhappy crews, as efcaped the fury of the fea, were mur- 
dered, without mercy, by the Arabs, as foon as they reached 
land. The Emperor flood in filent anguiih and aftonifliment 
beholding this fatal event, which at once blafted all his hopes 
of fiiccefs, and buried in the depths the vaft ftores which he had 
providied as well for annoying the enemy, as for fubfifting his 
own troops. He had it not in his power to afford them any other 
affiftance or relief than by fending fome troops todrive away the 
Arabs, and thus delivering a few who were ib fortunate as to get 
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Book VI. placed in the centre; fuch as feemed moft vigorous were fta- 
tioned in the front and rear. Then the fad efFeds of what they 
had fuffered began to appear more manifeftly than ever, aiM new 
calamities were added to all thefe which they had already endufjJd>i- 
Some could fcarce bear the weight of iheir arms ; others, fpent 
with the toil of forcing their way through deep and almoft im- 
pafTable roads, funk down and died ; many perifhed by famine, 
as the whole army fubfifted chiefly on roots and berries, or the 
flefh of horfes, killed by the Emperor's order, and diflributed 
among the feveral battalions ; many were drowned in broolcs which 
were fwoln fo much by the cxceffive rains, that in paffing them 
they waded up to the chin ; not a few were killed by the enemy, 
who during the greateft part of their retreat, alarmed, harralfed 
and annoyed them night and day. At laft they arrived at Meta- 
fuz ; and the weather being now fo calm as to reftore their com- 
munication with the fleet, they were fupplied with plenty of 
provifions, and cheered with the profpeft of fafety. 

His fortitude DuRiNG this dreadful feries of calamities, the Emperor dif^ 
of mind. covered great qualities, many of which an almoft uninterrupted 
flow of profperity had hitherto afforded him no opportunity of 
difplaying. He was confpicuous for firmnefs and conftancy of 
fpirit, for magnanimity, fortitude, humanity and compaffion. 
He endured as great hardfliips as the meaneft foldier ; heexpofed 
his own perfon wherever danger appeared; he encouraged the 
defponding ; vifited the fick and wounded; and animated all by 
his words and example. When the army embarked, he was 
among the laft who left the fliore, although a body of Arabs 
hovered at no great diftance, ready to fall on the rear. By^thefe 
virtues, Charles attoned, in fome degree, for his obflinacy and 
prefumption in undertaking an expedition fo fatal to hisfubjefts. 
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Th e calamities which attended this unfortunate cnterprize did Book VI. 
not cad here; for no fooner were the forces got on board, than ^ T^jlTT^ 
anew ftorm arifing, though lefs furious than the former, feat- Returns to 
'""^s^SSm the fleet, and obliged them, feparately, to make towards 
fuch ports in Spain or Italy as they could firft reach ; thus fpread- 
ing the account of their difafters, with all the circumftances of 
aggravation and horror, which their fear or fancy fuggefted. 
The Emperor himfelf, after efcaping great dangers, and being 
forced into the port of Bugia in Africa, where he was obliged December a» 
by contrary winds to remain feveral weeks, arrived at laft in 
Spain, in a condition very different from that in which he had 
returned from his former expedition againft the Infidels *. 

* Carol. V. Expeditio ad ArgjTiam per Nicolaum Villagnonem Equitem Rho- 
dium ap Scardium, v. ii. 365. Jovii Hift. 1. xl. p. 269— b. Vera y 2uniga 
vida de Carlos v. p. 83. Sandov. Hiftor. ii. 299, &c. 
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